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PREFACE. 



The oft-repeated assertion of Americans, that 
America is a wonderful country, no one can con- 
tradict who has visited it. For this country, won- 
derfiil in extent of territory, and still. more wonderful 
as evidencing what human industry and perseyerance 
can achieve, Nature has done much both by her own 
direct operation, and also by the co-operation of man. 
One hears with amazement of millions of square miles 
of arable land, of coal, iron, lead, copper, and gold 
in abundance, of food, both animal and vegetable, 
in superabundant quantity. All this, ready as it 
were to man's hand, he has merely to come to, to 
utilize and consume. Some political economists in 
our own country point to America as a sort of 
Utopian state of society, to which we should strive 
our utmost to attain. This sounds very well, and 
has been so often repeated, that it has forced itself 
on the attention of many thinking people. Let us 
from these theories turn to the fact, and contem- 
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plate America as it is. The North, with its hands 
reeking with its brothers' blood, exulting, insolent, 
and victorious ; the South, crushed, but still defiant, 
panting to imbrue its hands afiresh in the blood of 
the North — ^breathing out nothing but vengeance 
and hatred against its victors — ^ready to hail foreign 
annexation, or even despotism, in preference to 
submission to Congress. Turn to the governing 
powers, and what do we see but an unseemly and 
^digjfied. senile between p.r«ee, no, in Ldi- 
cation of any great principle, but a series of mere 
political dodges by which influence may be gained 
for the ensuing Presidential election; the most 
shameless system of plunder carried on in every 
department of the Government; corrupt judges 
receiving bribes firom those in authority, who are 
brought to the tribunal of justice for wholesale em- 
bezzlement; office regarded merely as a means of 
self-aggrandizement by all who hold it ; every species 
of wrong and robbery pervading the whole system, 
and only tolerated by those out of office because 
they are waiting their torn to come in for a share 
of the public spoliation. These charges, sweeping 
as they may seem, are brought by the Americans 
themselves. Each section of the public press de- 
nounces the conduct of opponents, whilst it observes 
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a discreet silence as t6 the doings of its own party. 
Everything is a gross job. New York is perhaps 
one of the worst lighted, worst paved, worst kept 
cities in the world, considering its size and im- 
portance. The condition of its streets would disgrace 
Timbuctoo, and when you express astonishment at 
svch a state of things, the reply is that the mimici- 
pality is the. most corrupt in the world, and that 
there is no thought of attempting to reform it. 
Americans are very fond of expatiating on the 
&ults and defects of other nations; they do not 
hesitate to offer advice to their neighbours generally, 
and adopt a tone of euperiority whicli, to say the 
least, is in questionable taste, even if it were not 
utterly untenable. Were they content to take their 
true place in the social scale, it would be all very 
well ; but they have an opinion that, as a nation, 
they are as great morally as they are physically 
extensive. Let us examine the claim, and see on 
what it is based. No one but a mean-minded, un- 
generous person would intentionally twit either a 
man or a nation with inferiority of origin, unless 
either should forget its antecedents and assume an 
undue position. This is the American fault. An 
overweening self-esteem, a conceit without bounds, 
and a total absence of both taste and refinement, are 
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the blots on the national character. Pray do not 
cry out against me that I^ am attacking Americans 
wholesale, and denying that there are admirable 
members of society to be fonnd in that coimtry. 
What I mean to assert is, that the better class is in 
such a minority, or else so overborne by the noisy, 
clamorous crowd of politicians, that it shrinks from 
any sort of pubUcity. It is very certain that, as a 
rule, men of respectability abstain frx)m politics. 
When a man goes into politics, or takes to drink- 
ing, he is regarded by his friends as equally lost. 
Politics are a trade, and a most disreputable one, 
entered into by adventurers and knaves of the worst 
kind. Nothing is too vile for a politician to stoop 
to. And these J^ am sure are the views of the 
vast majority of respectable Americans. What I^ 
write will not be palatable to the general public in 
that country, but I_am emboldened in making my 
statements by the knowledge that I am expressing 
the sentiments of all those whose good opinion 
is of any value. In writing, I am not requiting 
with ingratitude hospitality and kindness received. 
I am not violating the sanctity of private life. I am 
only writing of America as it appears on the surface 
to a traveller. I am acquainted intimately with but 
few Americans, the valued friends I possess in that 
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land being chiefly my fellow-countrymen. I judge 
America from its joumalB, its hotels, and such inter- 
course with the people as travelling has enabled me 
to have, ^feel less hesitation in speaking plainly 
on this subject, as I am assured by the press that 
Americans have lost all their sensitiveness, and are 
quite indifferent to the opmion of foreigners. I wish 
it to be understood that it is not my design to 
institute comparisons between America and Great 
Britain. I am sensible of the defects of both coun- 
tries; nor would I shrink from stating my honest 
convictions with regard to my native land, should 
the occasion present itself, as I have now re- 
corded my candid opinion of a country which 
I regard as entirely foreign. The tone m which 
I write may be attributed by some to disappoint- 
ment ; but I_beg to assure those who feel a kindly 
interest in my affairs, that my visit to the United 
States has not been a failure. I had a great desire 
to see the country and people, in order that I might 
write and speak about both, and I have secured 
abundant material for my purpose. I had very 
strong inducements to pay the visit for fitmily 
reasons. I certainly regret having seen so Uttle 
of Americans in private, though had I^been better 
acquainted with the inner life of the country I could 
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have made but little use of any experience X ^^ 
acquired. Private life must ever be held sacred by 
a writer who desires to be considered a gentleman. 
With regard to my career as a public man in 
America it is hardly worth referring to, beyond 
stating how much obliged I ^^1 for all the kind 
encouragement I received in a country where I was 
almost unknown, and from a people on whom I had 
no sort of claim beyond that which courtesy and 
good feeling demand for a foreigner. As far as my 
entertaimnent is concerned ^wUl say nothing, but 
give a paragraph extracted from the New York 
Tribune of the 9th May, written after my de- 
parture from New York : — 

"departure of ARTHUR SKETCHLEY. 

"The Java^ which sailed on Wednesday, for 
Liverpool, carried out among her passengers 
Mr. Arthur Sketchley the humourist — author of 
the Mrs. Broton Papers — who, as our readers are 
aware, has been in the United States since last 
autumn. In the course of his stay Mr. Sketchley 
has made but few public appearances. His Mrs. 
Brovm entertainment, at Irving and at Dodworth 
Halls, was altogether mismanaged by the business 
agents who laid hold upon it, and therefore it did 
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not, in the large sense of the word, attract the 
attention of the pubKc. Many saw it, however, 
and all who saw it enjoyed it Our own testimony 
in its favour was promptly borne at the time ; and 
we have the pleasantest recollections oiMrs. BrcnmCs 
comical garrulity, apt use of satirical imagery, shrewd 
common sense, kindly domestic sentiment, and 
homely goodness of heart. Mr. Sketchley lived in 
retirement during most part of the time that he 
was here, and thus made but few firiends. To them, 
howbeit, he commended himself by his amiabiUty 
and gentleness, his cheerful good-nature, his ready 
sympathy, and his most various and amusing con- 
versation. We cordially wish him a safe and speedy 
voyage home, and steady and ever-increasing pros- 
perity in the good work of amusing and cheering 
his generation. No man in our time has a wider 
or more important field of labour than the laughing 
philosopher." 

In conclusion I may remark that, should the 
opportunity present itself, I would willingly revisit 
America, and should rejoice could I say with 
sincerity that a second visit had effaced from my 
memory all the unpleasant impressions which had 
been made by the first. I am not writing bitterly 
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or with the* wish to undervalae the Americans, but 
to do my best to dispel an illusion under which 
some well-meaning Englishmen seem to be labour- 
ing, that it should be our aim to try and bring all 
the institutions of onr beloved country into closer 
proximity with those of the United States. I write 
the more confidently because I feel sure that all 
Americans who are true-hearted, honest, and sincere, 
agree with me, though it would be too much to 
expect that they should avow it, for, like good 
children, they do their best to conceal even that 
which they deplore in the parental conduct. 
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THE GREAT COUNTRT. 



THE EMPIRE CITY. 

It is universally acjpiowledged, both by natives 
and foreigners, that New York is not a fair specimen 
of an American City, made up as it is from all 
nations ; and the man who has visited it alone of 
all the Cities of the Union, can know little or 
nothing of AmericaL 

Such however are its wealth and importance that 
it demands the especial attention of the visitor, 
and must occupy a foremost place in any remarks 
he may make on the country. Situated on two 
fine rivers, aad being practically the nearest point to 
Europe, its commercial importance cannot be over- 
rated for native enterprise ; whilst its port, crowded 
with vessels bearing the flags of all civilised na- 
tions,,, affords ample testimony to the appreciation 
foreigners have of the advantages of trading with 
it The majority of its inhabitants is composed 
of foreigners, or their immediate descendants, who 

B 
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have been lured from the Old World by the hope 
of participating in the wealth of the New. 

Though no one could speak of New York as a 
beautifully situated city, yet the first impression 
one gets of it from the deck of the steamer is 
decidedly favourable. Staten Island is pretty ; with 
its abundant foliage and elegant residences, 
reminding one of the Isle of Wight It is the 
chosen abode of many of the English who carry on 
business in New York, but has drawbacks in the 
shape of fever and ague; at least so say those 
who live elsewhere, whilst its inhabitants speak 
highly as to its sanitary condition. I have observed 
this with regard to every other place that I know 
on the fax^e of the earth. Every man abuses his 
neighbour's house, and praises his own : it is a 
natural law instituted no doubt to scatter the 
himian race. The water front of New York is fine, 
and admirably adapted for commercial purposes ; 
and were it adorned by handsome quays and noble 
buildings, would be very striking ; but its aspect is 
that of an inferior sea-port, and with the exception 
of Brooklyn Heights there is nothing worthy of 
attention. Of the sight of these, those who arrive 
by the Cunard Steamers are deprived, since they are 
lauded at a filthy dock on the Jersey City side. 
Consequently first impressions of the Great Country 
are not the most favourable. 
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Througli low and crowded streets the traveller is 
conveyed to the ferry-boat which is to transport 
him to New York, — ^known also by the high- 
sounding name of the Empire City. The first 
unpleasant shock he receives on reaching his place 
of destination is the amount demanded for the 
carriage, but as he is at the mercy of the driver in 
the matter, it id as well to resign himself to his fate. 
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BROADWAY. 



Weee an European Aeronaut to fall from his 
balloon into the middle of Broadway, he would be 
sadly puzzled to determine his exact whereabouts. 
Men and things of all nations surround him. 
Stores bearing the diflfering aspects of Paris, Berlin, 
Manchester and Liverpool are on every side ; and 
though most of the names of men and places are 
written in EngKsh, yet would he be very certain, 
that at any rate he was not in London. 

New York is in fact a thing of shreds and patches. 
Crowds throng the streets, speakinff English, but 
not Englid. plple in .ppealce. The LL of 
^^'^ '4%ed L' shop ^dows, a.e p^ 
prietors being from all nations. Our stranger would 
be equally certain that he was not in Paris, as the 
ill-regulated, badly-paved, filthy condition of the 
streets would amply testify ; to say nothing of the 
pathway being constantly blocked up by large 
packing-cases, and other heavy articles, which are 
allowed to remain before the doors, for the con- 
venience of the proprietors, to the great hindrance 
of the traffic, as passers-by can only overcome these 
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obstades by dimbing, or evade them by going out 
into the carriage-way, a proceeding involving plenty 
of both dirt and danger. 

The streets are crowded with vehicles of every 
sort, driven by ruffians totally ignorant of the art of 
driving, who dash on regardless of every impediment 
to their progress, seeming to delight in running into 
other vehicles. The police has some slight control 
over there movements, but exercises it with modera- 
tion. The mud in wet weather, and the dust in 
dry, render walking along Broadway especially dis- 
agreeable, whilst riding is both dear and dangerous. 

Let me, however, be systematic, and begin with a 
description of the street, which is said to be seven 
miles long, firom the Battery to some remote and 
uninhabited part of the island, on which the city is 
situated. 

The Battery, as its name indicates, was formerly 
one of the defences, and is situated at the extreme 
south point of the city. Its hostile character has 
been long since laid aside ; at one time it was used 
as an opera-house, in which the celebrated Jenny 
Lind first appeared, in America. It is now in the 
occupation of the Board of Emigration, or more 
properly speaking Immigration ; and here is a large 
establishment where the poor immigrants are landed 
and receive much kindness from philanthropic 
individuals, who supply them with such information 
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and assistance as their drcumstances demand, and 
guard them from the thieves who infest the lanciing 
places of the city, and Ue in wait for the stranger, 
to plunder him mider the pretence of forwarding his 
interests in the New World- There is a hospital 
for those who are in need of such an institution, 
and weU-meaning individuals are at hand with 
tracts and exhortations for both Germans and Irish, 
which the latter reject or receive with supreme 
contempt The Germans accept both: it is some- 
thing gained to get a tract for nothing. There is 
nothing to commend the Battery a« a sight, for it is 
in a miserable locality ; nor can much be said for a 
shabby-looking square called the Bowling Green, 
from which Broadway may be said to commence. 
It w^Id be . iine Let U it not waati^ in 
breadth, and almost destitute of handsome build- 
ings. The City Hall is of course the most import- 
ant, but it is a common-place afiair, well situated, 
having an open space in front of it called the 
Park, on which it is in contemplation to erect the 
new Post Office. It will be a pity to sacrifice this 
breathing ground, as it would be easy to convert 
St Paul's (a hideous edifice), into the Post Office. 
The church, like many of those in London, is no 
longer wanted, the congregation having ceased to 
reside in that part of the city. It would only be 
transferring the Post Office from one ecclesiastical 
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building to another, ajs it at present occupies an 
old churchy in a by-street, remarkable as having 
been used as a prison by the English when they 
crushed the outbreak of rebellion in New York, just 
prior to the abandonment of the American colonies 
by the British Crown. The City Hall is "built 
of white marble,'* which sounds well : had black or 
any darker colour been selected for the steps and 
passages, it would have been better, as then the 
stains of tobacco juice, which always defile them, 
would not have been so conspicuous. The ordinary 
municipal business is conducted here in a style 
corresponding to that of a county court in one of 
our provincial towns. 

Before proceeding up Broadway, we must turn 
out of the great thoroughfare a few yards, and visit 
Wall Street, the great gold-market of the United 
States. Here the most intense excitement prevails 
for several hours during the day, as the price of the 
precious metal fluctuates, not only within the Stock 
Exchange itself and the gold-room, but among a 
large crowd in the street^ also deeply agitated by the 
rise or fall of the market^ which is influenced it may 
be by political events, foreign or domestic, or by 
some playful manoeuvre of dealers or speculators. 
It has been whispered that Members of Congress, 
have Tised their position in bringing forward 
motions calculated to affect the gold-market, in 
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which they had a personal interest So keen are 
many of the Wall Street speculators, that they 
carry on business at hotels up town after the hour at 
which the Stock Exchange is closed. At a short 
distance from Wall Street, the Treasury and Custom 
House are situated, neither building being worthy of 
more than cursory mention. 

Close to St Paul's stands Trinity Church, said to 
be richly endowed. Its revenues are derived from 
grants made by Queen Anne, and its affairs are 
conducted by a corporation, which will no doubt 
some day become a subject for state legislation. It 
is a modem building, with no claim to architectural 
merit ; the steeple renders it conspicuous among the 
buildings which surround it Several buildings 
which were formerly used as churches have been 
puUed down, or converted into stores. One, now a 
theatre, on Broadway, still maintains its ecclesiastical 
exterior. In most cases a church is merely a matter 
of private enterprise ; should it or the preacher 
cease to be fashionable, the one is dismissed, and the 
other devoted to some more profitable line of busi- 
ness. The Catholic Churches in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Broadway are handsome, and the 
cathedral in the course of erection on Fifth Avenue, 
is of white marble, and promises to be one of the 
ornaments of the city. It was the design of the 
late Archbishop Hughes to have an illuminated gross 
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on the summit of the steeple, which would serve as 
a lighthouse. 

The church which is used at present as a cathe- 
dral by the Catholics, has been lately restored and 
redecorated with much taste. There are also several 
other fine Catholic churches in Barclay Street, the 
Jesuits' Church in Sixteenth Street, and St Stephen's 
Church in Twenty-second or third Street, are 
celebrated for their fine music. 

The Universalist Churches are well kept, and they 
have more than one popular preacher attached to 
them. St Paul's Church, to which reference has been 
already made, was once the principal church in the 
city. Here it was that Washington used to attend 
service on Sundays, in great state, being drawn in a 
coach and four, with Lady Washington, as she was 
called, no one knows why, by his side. The pew 
they occupied is stiU shown, and wiU in tune no 
doubt, should my suggestion as to turning the 
church into the Post Office be « adopted, find its way 
to a museum or public Kbrary as a national memo- 
rial One of the original Dutch Churches stands 
in Fulton Street, a little way oflf Broadway, but it 
has now passed into the hands of American de- 
scendants of the true Knickerbockers. Another old 
church a few streets ofif is about to be demolished, 
a sacrifice to the inroads of Mammon. I will leave 
the churches for the present, as I shall have more 



10 THE GBBAT OOUNTEY. 

to say about them when considering the subject of 
the observance of Sunday, but may remark that 
none of the ecclesiastical edifices of New York are, 
as bmldings, deserving of particular notice. 

To return to Broadway : nothing is more striking 
than the crowds which infest the lower part of it 
during the day ; so great are they, that it has been 
found necessaxy to erect a bridge over the street 
near St Paul's Church, to enable foot-passengers to 
cross vnih safety; but as the bridge is Hgh, and 
reached by many steps, the majority prefer risking 
the dangerous transit by the street. The police are 
always at hand on this spot, and gallantly assist 
ladies to thread their way through the crush of 
vehicles. The bridge affords the stranger a good 
view of the great thoroughfare, and also enables the 
boys to amuse themselves by practising the national 
art of spitting, which is not agreeable, however, for 
those who are passing beneatL 

Near this bridge a very fine white marble building 
has lately been erected, intended, I think, for an 
assurance company, or something of the kind. The 
necessary occupation of space required for the work 
added not a little to the obstruction at this point, to 
say nothing of the terror inspired by the sight of 
large blocks of marble dangling overhead across the 
path, worked by those whose carelessness is as pro* 
verbial as their disregard of the value of life. 
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About a mile above the City Hall there is a church 
of the pasteboard gothic order of architecture, known 
as Gracechurch. This -brings us dose to Union 
Square, where an equestrian statue of Washington 
has been set up. 

Broadway then stretches on, crossing Fifth and 
Sixth Avenues up to Central Park, which is still in 
a very unfinished state, and has, fi:om waut of trees, 
a bare and chilling aspect ; it^ commands a view of 
tiie Burromding country, whicli is by no means 
beautiful 

Broadway, being so large and important a section 
of New York, has led me to combine under this head 
very much of that which will apply to the whole 
City. There are, however, several other fine streets. 
Canal Street, so named firom occupying the site of 
a canal that formerly connected the two rivers, is 
essentially devoted to business purposes. Bowery, 
which is a very fine thoroughfare, formerly the 
high-road to Boston, takes its name from the 
Boweries, or farms of the original Dutch settlers, 
who formerly occupied this neighbourhood. The 
existence of some of these farms is still remembered 
by those valuable members of society, " the oldest 
inhabitants.*' The unsparing hand of Time has 
swept away these and many other ancient land- 
marks, the sites of which are now occupied by shops 
and warehouses. 
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A theatre called " The Bowery " still occupies an 
important position in this street; though it is no 
longer the resort of feshion. The Grerman theatre 
is also on Bowery, and there are several German 
beer-gardens, as they are called, where the Teutonic 
race consumes its fetyourite LSger. 

East Broadway was once the dwelling-place of 
the wealthy, as the style of its houses plainly indi- 
cates. Not so West Broadway, which is one of the 
nastiest localities in the City. Washington Square 
is a fine open space, but no longer enjoys the repu- 
tation of being fashionable ; in feet. New Yorkers 
have all moved up town, and inhabit Fifth, Lexing- 
ton, and Madison Avenues, and many of the streets 
which run at right angles to these great thorough- 
faxes. The houses are decidedly handsome in this 
quarter, and appear to be weU furnished; but these 
are the residences of the opulent. 



THEATRES, 



Theatres abound along Broadway. The finest of 
ihem, known as Niblo's, is of late years famous for 
the representation of spectacles^ which delight the 
playgoers of New York ; though to Europeans they 
afford the somewhat dreary sight of second-hand 
ballet and scenery fi:om Paris and London, the 
former decidedly inferior, and the latter the reversion 
of pantomime-display, both having been imported 
expressly to give due effect to the gross indecency 
now the rage in America. 

The Olympic is a small but pretty theatre, also 
devoted to spectacle. A pantomine, which was very 
popular, held possession of the boards during part 
of the early spring. 

Bamum's Museum, now happily destroyed by fire, 
also held a prominent position in Broadway, and, as 
a collection of rubbish, was unrivalled in the world. 
The building was ill adapted in every respect for a 
place of public amusement, and to keep Kve animals 
there, was simply brutal and disgusting. It is gone, 
and with it an exhibition worthy of a country fair 
in England half a century ago. Among the other 
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attractions of the place was a theatrical representa- 
tion which would have disgraced a bootL It was 
popular with the audience as illustrating the conduct 
of the English nobiKty; and certainly ihe way in 
which a noble lord behaved to his American wife 
and child, would in some measure justify a strong 
prejudice against aristocracy. In extenuation of his 
conduct^ it must be allowed that the said lord 
had been grossly imposed upon, for the injured wife 
was always spoken of as being young and lovely, 
which was at direct variance with the fact, the 
lady in question being decidedly plain and ad- 
vanced in life ; in fact she was apparentiy, consider- 
ably older than her mother, and as her aristocratic 
destroyer had only known her something less than a 
year, he was either a dupe, or his conduct must 
have been violent in the extreme to have so 
thoroughly eflfaced every trace of youth and beauty 
from his victim. It was interesting to see the 
devotion with which her humble suitor of former 
years stuck to her : he was an American sailor, with 
a strong brogue, and must have weighed seventeen 
stone. When at the end of the piece, amid red 
fire, he made mincemeat of the aforesaid lord, it 
excited the audience to enthusiasm. In addition 
to this drama, a giantess, a fat baby, a dwarf, and 
a creature with a mop of tangled hair, all more or 
less dirty, were exhibited; but perhaps the most 
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immoral part of the show was an attempt to palm 

off a poor old inoffensiYe baboon as a fierce 

untameable gorilla. A notice in front of his cage, 

announced that in consequence of the fierceness of 

his disposition he could not with safety be requested 

to stand forward and show himself. On peeping 

cautiously into his den one was positively shocked 

to think that so gross a calunmy should have been 

circulated respecting a miserable moribund-looking 

beast, who had not strength enough to act on the 

offensive whatever might have been his disposition. 

An exhibition of wax-work completed, as far as I 

was concerned, this intellectual treat The idea 

conveyed by it was, that the proprietor's design 

must be to keep up the national prejudice against 

crowned heads, and bring monarchical institutions 

into greater contempt with Americans. Her Ma- 

jesty Queen Victoria was represented as though 

she had not changed her royal apparel or in any 

way attended to herself for many years; an 

affection of the spine rendered it impossible for her 

to stand uprighii and her diadem was being forced 

off her head by the excessive stubbornness of her hair. 

The lovely Eugenie was even more faded than the 

Queen of England ; whilst her imperial spouse had 

the appearance of having got up in a hurry and 

put on the lower portion of his uniform hind part 

before. This same peculiarity of either form or 
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• 

tadloring was also remarkable in eveiy one of a 
group of Confederate generals who had evidently 
undergone all the hardships of a long campaign. I 
trust such gems of art have been rescued from 
the flames, as they were calculated to give a just 
impression of both American heroes and the national 
taste. 

It is generally asserted that the theatres in 
America are at once handsomer and more commo- 
dious than our own. I think the first assertion may 
be aUowed, but I did not find any superiority of 
accommodation. There is no charge for booking; 
but when there is any great attraction, ticket 
speculators absorb all the best seata Programmes 
are supplied gratuitously, being profusely scattered 
about the floor of the entrance, so that each visitor 
may help himself ; and this gives to the place an air 
of elegance with which the scramble for them is in 
strict keeping. The sale of bouquets in the stalls is 
no doubt a great convenience, and forms a pleasing 
addition to the entertainment at the opera, where 
boys and girls intermix their cry of " flowers " with 
the sweet strains of the overture. 

The Academy of Music is a hideous building, 
externally, but the interior is handsome. The 
singers are generally Italian, though an English 
company occasionally appears. It is of course for 
the better classes that operas are given ; but in this. 
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as well as in all other matters, the audience is more 
influenced by fsishion than by either taste or know- 
ledge One season Ristori was the rage» though 
not a word she said was intelli^ble to her audi- 
ence. Another year "La Grande Duchesse'' took 
with the New York public, equally or nearly as 
unintelligible to the masses, though indecency of 
gesture conveyed the ideas which the words could 
not 

WaUack's Theatre is also fashionable, I am told ; 
but when I visited it I saw a very disgusting 
version of " Oliver Twist," badly acted, in which the 
murder of Nancy was given with revolting truth- 
fulness of detail I have seen other dramatic 
representations at this theatre, but all have utterly 
failed to convince me of the superiority of the acting 
m America ; in fact, with the exception of Jefferson 
and Owens, I saw no actor in that country worthy 
of being called a first-rate artist I am told that 
the range of these gentlemen's art is limited ; but 
as fiGur as I have seen them, both are excellent The 
popular taste is decidedly low; there is a love of 
over-acting, over-dress, and what is technically 
termed stageyness, which must be fatal to the 
growth of good acting. 

The public delights in infant prodigies, who, at 
the mature age of thirty, are still considered 
juvenile, and assume fancy names suggestive of 
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extreme youth and playfulness. The management 
is very gallant^ and ladies are always announced as 
"the lovely/' "juvenile,'' "brilliant,'' and "btouti- 
fiil," though, in the course of nature, they might be 
grandmothers. The language of the play-bills is 
flowery, and speaks of such an one as about to give 
" his marvellous rendition " of his beautiful creation ; 
whilst a lady is spoken of as being " the lovely and 
accomplished beneficiary," " the delight of all," " the 
sunshine," &c 

There are tragedians of the blood and thunder 
school, whose very tones of voice are calculated to 
strike terror into the stoutest hearts. Acting may 
be fairly classed among matters of taate ; but there 
is a standard of excellence, both in plays and 
players, to which nothing I have seen in America, 
with the two exceptions abready mentioned, can be 
said to have attained. I have seen one or two 
original pieces, but though one was extremely 
popular, I could not discover the sKghtest merit in 
it; nor could I in the acting, which was rather 
worse than the piece. I believe tiie educated class 
in America does not patronise the tiieatre ; and I 
am told that the reason why some of the theatres 
were called "gardens," was to meet the scruples 
which some conscientious people felt about going to 
a theatre. Of these Niblo's Garden alone is in exist- 
ence, the Winter Gkuden having been destroyed by fire. 
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The Broadway and New York theatres occupy 
good positions on Broadway^ and are devoted to 
melo-dramatic prodigies, — "Irish boys" and "Yankee 
gir V all very clever, if we may trust the statements 
of the play-biDs. Numerous Negro Minstrel Estab- 
lishments are on each side of the street, and are 
very popular, A real tragedy was lately enacted 
at one of them ; an imlucky member of the com- 
pany having, in a drunken brawl, killed a brother 
artist. 

I have been told that some years ago the the- 
atrical representations in America were fax better 
than they are at present ; and this I must believe, 
or, otherwise, the praises of the American stage, 
which have been wafted across the Atlantic, must 
have been mere good-nature on the part of the 
critics. 

A handsome theatre called Pike's Opera House 
has been lately opened, and several new theatres are 
said to be in contemplation ; so that plenty of places 
of amusement are provided in New York ; though, 
from my experience, I should say they were such 
merely in name ; yet, of course, if they amuse the 
^Z. foreigner. Lye no right to «,mpkin. 

As a rule, the pieces acted in America are pirated 
versions of English and French plays ; native 
dramatic writers not existing. Of one manager 
alone have I heard, as paying foreign authors, which 
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is more, perhaps, than many of ihem have a right 
to expect, since, as far as I know, English authors 
do not feel themselves bound to give any equivalent 
to their French brethren, whose works they so freely 
appropriate. 




HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS. 



Haying heard so much of the size, and splendour, 
and excellenee of American hotels, I must say I was 
greatly disappointed with those of New York ; not 
as to size, for many of them are like fEtctories ; nor 
as to splendour, for the parlours (as the sitting- 
rooms, both private and public, are called) are 
showily famished, and the dining-rooms are capa- 
cious ; but that is all I can say in their favour. The 
lower parts of the house are crowded by idlers who 
lounge, smoke, and spit everywhere. The doorway 
is thronged with such gentry, through whom a 
stranger has to make his way to the office in order 
to secure a room, which is allotted to him veiy much 
as a favour ; in fact, inattention to new comers 
seems a matter of principle with American inn- 
keepers, whose indifference reaches the sublime. 
They evidently consider it would be a compromise 
of dignity to bestow attention on their guests, as 
they designate their customers, who axe treated as 
though they were received on sufferance, and ought 
to be thankful for what they get. 

Along the corridors, warnings against hotel 
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thieves are posted at every turn. The very exalted 
position of your apartment^ and the confasing mul- 
tiplicity of the passages and staircases preclude all 
hop, „T«eap, i!r;vent of » to ; aJk y«. g.» 
ftom your wdow p^bably on to a TMt dcylight 
many feet below, and indulge in a speculation as to 

whether it would be preferable to die by fire or 
glass. You have plenty of time to think the matter 
over whilst you are waiting for your luggage to be 
brought to you ; which may occupy a long time in 
making its way up such a height, even with the 
co-operation of a lift. 

I am not guilty of mis-statement when I say that, 
as a rule, in hotels the attendance is by no means 
good : the only set-oflf to this is that, in some in- 
stances, water is laid on to your room ; and, if you 
are prudent, you travel with soap and towela 

The greatest mockery connected with an American 
hotel is the feeding. The dining-room is large, as a 
rule, the tables well appointed ; and there is a bill 
of fare, the sight of which would induce an alder- 
man to start for the United States at once; but, 
when he got there, he would find the cupboard not 
bare, but filled with such food as he would indeed 
disdain to sacrifice his appetite on. You may eat 
fix)m seven in the morning till midnight, with only 
an hour or two of intermission ; and the numbers of 
dishes provided would bewilder you. You may 
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break&st off tripe and eveiy other delicacy of the 
season, oysters included. You may dine off every 
variety of fish, flesh, and fowl ; you may have cold 
meat with your tea, and finish off with a supper ; 
but youll find nothing fit to eat : all the dishes 
taste alike, and are invariably tepid ; and, for this 
reason, you order your dinner fix)m the bill of fere ; 
and, after you have disposed of your soup, the waiter 
will bring you all at once a collection of small pie- 
didies, in which your meal is served-a fragment 
of fish, a morsel of fowl, two or three inches of meat, 
and four or five sorts of vegetables, and a variety 
of sweets. No doubt there is wisdom in giving 
every one his distinct portion. A general vegetable 
dish, for instance, would be impossible, as it is a 
national custom to eat with the knife, and also to 
help yourself with it to anjrthing you may fancy. 
This would not suit everyone, as it is not pleasant 
to see a man plunge his knife down his throat, 
and, on withdrawing it, thrust it into the mashed 
potatos. 

There is one very obvious reason why Americans 
should be badly fed ; — ^that as a rule they can taste 
nothing. A man who has a lump of tobacco in his 
cheek all day, and is in the habit of drinking a 
quantity of ardent spirit can have no delicacy of 
palate ; add to this the consideration that he bolts 
his food and washes it down with floods of iced 
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water^ and it must be allowed that the flavour of 
his repast can be of little consequence to him. The 
meat is not good^ as a rule — except^ in some instances^ 
the beef. Game and poultry of good quality are to 
be had, but not at hotela The vegetables and fruit 
are generally tasteless, as are most of the fisL The 
tomato is excellent and abundant. At many of the 
restaurants the dinners are better than at the hotels ; 
but of this more anon. Some of the hotels are con- 
ducted on the European plan, and one in New York 
— ^the Brevoort House — comes very near to our 
English ideas : but I have been told that the charg:es 
Jenonno^^ ..ch .. fou. doila. p. ^t 
being demanded for a bed-room al<5ne. 

The restaurants of New York are plentiful, but 
decidedly inferior, with the exception of Delmonico's, 
where both food and wine are excellent, but at 
prices which approach extortion. I have paid there 
ninety cents, or half-a-crown for two small dishes of 
vegetable — one being fried potato, the other a scrap 
of cold cauliflower. Everything is at the same ex- 
orbitant rate, and on the wine-list there is sherry at 
the modest price of eighteen dollars, or two pounds 
fourteen, per bottle. This scale of charges suits the 
taste of the New Yorkers, who are proud of possess- 
ing the most extravairant restaurant in the world. 
7u . ^mc^U^T^ ^ U. know .hat 
they exceed in any shape or way. 
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The restauiants^ with the exception of Dehnonico's 
on Fif(;h Avenue, generally speaking, are dingy and 
warm, and have a sickly smeU about them. Many 
of them are little more than limcheon bars, which 
are thronged during the middle of the day. As a 
role, Americans drink nothing but water with their 
meals, or very weak tea; but as they are taking 
drmks of ardent spirit at almost every other time, it 
is to be supposed they prefer making distinct pro- 
cesses of eating and drinking. 

I have never met with a decent cup of tea at any 
hotel or restaurant in America; and the coffee is 
not much better. I conclude that the tea has never 
forgiven the outrage committed on it at Boston at 
the outbreak of the rebellion (when it was thrown 
into the sea by the insurgents) and has refused to 
draw in American waters ever since. Be that aa it 
may, tea is a compound which is to be avoided 
throughout the United States. 

There is one article of food at restaurants which, 
from its great popularity, demands an especial notice, 
and that is the oyster. One is bound to speak of 
these molluscs in the singular number, for one of 
them would be a meal to some, whilst the sight of 
it would suffice for one in the case of others. They 
are called by many names ; " saddle rocks,'' " blue 
points," and " Shrewsburys," being the most popular. 
Some of them are, in the shell, about the length of 
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an adultf s shoe ; they are dirty and unsightly out- 
side^ and when opened look pale and sickly and are 
very flavourless. Americans devour them in every 
way, raw and cooked. I am bound to say that 
4 - improved by oooldi^, but sffll Jpid- 

condiments with which the Americans eat them, 
such as tomato, ketchup, horse-radish, pepper-sauce, 
sugar, and also with a salad of raw cabbage, called 
" Cold Slaw," which is decidedly good. At Fulton 
Market, one of the dirtiest in the world, there is a 
restaurant^ a favourite resort of the oyster gour- 
mands, who crowd there to enjoy this favourite 
article of food, which is very weU served in every 
form, though, after all, I do not like it 

The aspect of the markets or food shops in 
New York is by no means inviting, and in some 
cases disgusting. It is most offensive to pass 
Fulton Market, which is in a condition that would 
disgrace the lowest provincial town ; and no better 
can be said of Washington, Catherine, or the other 
Markets. 



CONVEYANCES. 



The ordinary means of locomotion in New York 
are abundant ; but they are cheap, nasty, and by 
no means safe. In the first place, one ought to be 
an adept at getting in and out of them, as severe 
contusions or sprains are the least of the risks in- 
curred by those who enter them, as neither driver, 
horses, nor passengers will wait whilst you do so. 

Broadway is infested by a perpetual teain of 
small omnibuses, called stages, which run from all 
the ferries to the more distant parts of the city. 
There is no conductor to these carriages, and the 
driver has to collect the fares, which are handed 
to him by passengers through a small hole in the 
roof. Consequently his attention is being constantly 
taken off his horses by his other duties, one of 
which is to prevent the egress of passengers with- 
out paying. This is accomplished by means of a 
leathern strap extending from the door to his 
hand, which controls the movements of both door 
and passengers. The rate at which these stages 
travel is about three mUes an hour, and the way 
in which they bump alternately against other 



28 THE GBEAT COUNTBY. 

carriages and the kerb stone is more exciting 
than agreeable. The passengers are frequently 
aristocratic in their dress and bearing, and though 
you are always more or less annoyed by constant 
expectoration, and not unfrequently at night by 
some gentleman smoking, yet you will not be 
contaminated by the presence of a negro, for should 
even a smartly dressed darkie girl venture to get in, 
some manly son of freedom will insist on the driver 
ejecting her. She may ride in the street cars, but 
must not pollute with her presence a vehicle fi^ 
quently occupied by some of the fetirest specimens of 
the pure white blood ; though I caa't say much for 
the manners or deportment of these fair travellers, 
for on one occasion two of them, whose dress be- 
spoke " style," made faces at an elderly lady sitting 
opposite them who, by her looks, seemed to express 
censure on their behaviour. It is true that she said 
something subsequently to the effect that " she con- 
sidered 'em 'ussies" — ^from which expression I 
judged her to be EnglisL 

Men are not unfrequently to be met with in these 
stages, who try to fascinate the fair sex with leers 
and other playful practices, such as treading on the 
feet of their enslavers. This not uncommonly leads 
to the gentle creatures avenging the outrage by 
administering what is called a slap on the "snout" so 
violently as to send hat^ wig, teeth and spectacles 
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flying all over the stage. One old gentleman had 
his glass eye knocked into the street by the handle 
of an umbrella with which he had been unduly 
fEimiliar ; but these were mere pleasantries^ by the 
way. 

There are hack-carriages for hire in the street, but 
the fares are extortionately high, five to eight 

d^l^ng.co^none^ef^f conveying A 

the railway, or to a place of amusement The pace 

at which they travel is necessarily slow. Added to 
this> is the fact that every other vehicle dashes 
madly against yours, as though actuated by spite 
and malice, and that you run constant and consi- 
derable risk of being upset in crossing tie teamways 
laid across many parts of Broadway, and along nearly 
all the other principal streets; so it must be admitted 
that the advantage of these vehicles is doubtful. 

Besides the stages already mentioned, through 
most of the great thoroughfares, except Broadway, 
street cars run on tramways, and are no doubt great 
conveniences, but like most conveniences, very dis- 
agreeable. They are very large and have an 
entrance at either end, and are constructed so that 
the horses are detached from one end and attached 
to the other, which obviates the necessity of turning 
them on arriving at their places of destination, 
a process that in some ca^es would be impossible. 
They are Ughted at night with lamps in which 
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camphine is burnt The fare is very low, being 
only six cents for a long journey. Many of my 
readers will remember them as having been in use 
for » short Aoe in London, when 7Zm^ .peon- 
lator from America tried to introduce them into 
this country. They are drawn by three wretched- 
looking horses, and have a driver and conductor in 
strict keeping with the cattle. During the journey 
the conductor collects his fieire, no easy task at times, 
when the car which is intended to hold four-and- 
twenty persons is occupied by forty or fifty pa^n- 
gers; for such is the national determination that 
every one shall be first, that men, women, and 
children crowd into them, regardless of space or the 
demands for it wHch lie human form may put 
forth : in fact it is more like transporting cattle than 
conveying human beings. Men and women are 
huddlZp in a ma^J that is disgusting to say 
nothing of the chance thereby afforded to pick- 
pocketa These cars, like crocodiles, have a difficulty 
i tunung, and the bumps <«.d thump, one get, I 
them are really formidabla The natives cling on to 
them behind and before like swarms of bees, and 
jump on and off whilst they axe in motion, being 
frequently killed in the process. Gangs of thieves 
enter them at night, and if disappointed of finding a 
lonely passei;iger worthy their attention, have been 
known to murder the conductor, either from dis- 
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appointment^ or because he demands his flare. Cars 
have the monopoly of the streets through which 
they pass^ and render them both disagreeable and 
dangerous to all other vehicles. 

Walking in Broadway is perilous, for, as I have 
said, passengers are frequently in jeopardy by things 
placed across their path, in the shape of planks and 
ropes, used for transporting, iron safes and similar 
trifles from the stores to carts or vice versS,, 
the said carts being backed on the foot-path up to 
the very door of the store. One popular manufac- 
turer of iron safes on Broadway considerately turned 
everyone into the mud and filth, with which that 
street abounds, whilst he obstructed the way, trans- 
porting from his premises twelve of these strong- 
holds of extraordinary size and weight The process 
occupying a long time at the busiest hour of the 
day, when the street was densely crowded ; and this 
sort of thing is being done in aU the other great 
thoroughfares. 



THE LADIES. 



The beauty of American women has always been 
a theme for the admiration of writers on this 
country, and certainly there are many instances of 
extreme beauty, especially in feature, to be met with 
among them. Their figures are bad, though their 
feet and hands are frequently small Beauty is, 
however, of short duration ; the teeth and hair soon 
fail, though these are of little consequence, as they 
can be easily replaced ; and, for that matter, so can 
the complexion, though this is by no means success- 
ftJly done. A clockwork arrangement to give the 
effect of a heaving bosom is a charming device, 
and so are various paddings and stuflBngs to 
supply natural defect It is in her toilette that an 
American belle is the most decided failure; over- 
dress is her weakness, with a sad want of taste in 
the selection of both colour and material 

The fact is, that Americans who visit Europe, and 
go to Paris for their ideas of dress, fall into a very 
natural mistake. Being in the French capital when 
the best style of people have left it, they take for 
their models the most conspicuously attired females 
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they see in the streets and other public places, and 
dress after their style. It is really startling to walk 
in the most wealthy quarters of New York, and see 
the over-done dress of both young girls and married 
women. At church you mtness such a display of 
vulgar finery as must lead you to the conclusion 
that the wearers have few other opportunities of 
showing their clothes. 

As a rule American women have v^ disagree- 
able voices, and exert them in speaking fiax be- 
yond what is required of them in an ordinary 
apartment. There is an unpleasant intonation very 
prevalent among them^ though many of them sing 
remarkably, well as far as voice is concerned. They 
are g^ierally vivacious, and seem to enjoy anything 
approaching what in fast phraseology is called a 
spree. Dancing is their great delight, if one may 
judge by the readiness with which a dance is got up 
at an hotel. I have no doubt, from the very limited 
opportunity I have had of judging, that at home the 
American woman adorns the social sphere, but 
arguing from the specimens one meets with at the 
so-called fashionable watering-places all the best 
wives, mothers, and daughters, stay at home. 
There are still to be met with specimens of the 
strong-minded, intellectual, self-asserting women; 
but I am inclined to think they are happily 
dying out, disappointed to find that men prefer a 
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young, pretty woman, though she may be thought 
frivolous, to ugliness and conceit in a middle-aged 
spinster, who seems to think she was bom to set the 
world right No doubt such women would have 
made admirable heads of families, had there been 
men found with sufficient courage to have afforded 
them the opportunity. The Americans may hold 
against all comers that most of the girls are nice 
looking, some of them beautiful ; which can seldom 
be said of them in any country, beautiftd women 
and sensible men being the exception throughout 
the world. 

K the women be beautiful, as in many cases they 
are, up to five-and-twenty. Nature, true to her 
principle of compensation, haa made the men fright- 
ful. They have a shoppy style of dress, which 
savours of Houndsditch and the Palais Royal. 




HABITS AND CUSTOMS AND CHAEACTER 



No doubt New York is a deliglitfiil residence for 
those who have homes and families; but for a 
foreigner it is dull indeed. The habits of the people 
do not render them agreeable in such places as 
restaurants, and after what has been said of the 
theatres, it will be needless to observe that they are 
to be .voidei Nigger mm*ek «e not to eye-y- 
bod^jT^s taste, and American fim is of a character 
more calculated to provoke sorrow than mirth, to 
say nothing of anger. In fact, the impression one 
gets as a looker-on in New York, is, that there is 
plenty of excitement, and but little enjoyment. 
The natives are lively, but not gay. That there is 
native humour cannot be doubted, with such ex- 
amples of it as the productions of Artemus Ward 
afford ; but generally speaking, American fim is 
extravagant and pointless. ' 

The climate of New York, like its inhabitants, is 
cosmopolitan. One would think that the immi- 
grants from all parts of the world had brought each 
his own climate with him. The cold is intense, the 
heat unendurable. The rain fedls like a water- 

d2 
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spout^ with the pleasing alternation of dust worthy 
of Sahara. Winter lasts for many months, and is 
tedious enough, though a bright sun and clear sky 
render it a less gloomy season than our own. There 
are amusements suited to the climate, among which 
sleighing holds a conspicuous and prominent place. 
The sleighs are elegantly appointed, and a very 
agreeable mode of conveyance they are over the 
frozen snow, through the keen exhilarating air, 
though it must be remarked that too frequently the 
violence with which they are driven is fatal to 
the horses. It is a great opportunity for young 
America to indulge his darling passion, display ; and 
when he is dashing along with the most showy horse 
and girl he can command, he is supremely happy. 

Skating is also another opportunity of the same 
kind, and is a favourite pastime with both sexes. 
With a winter of such duration, it is fortunate that 
they have these resources. Not to be imjust to the 
seasons, there is no other word than detestable that 
can be applied to the climate of this part of the 
Continent all the year round. 

Nothing is more striKng to a stranger ii^ 
the apparent extravagance in which all classes of 
Americans indulge. It is a national fault, and 
the term may be applied to all they do and say. 
It is positively painful to see how wasteful they 
axe at their meals, although, in extenuation of thigf 
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&ulty it must be allowed that to eat all they ask for 
would endanger health, if not life itself. I am, of 
course, speaking from hotel experience, where really 
the quantity of food left uneaten at the end of a 
meal, but by no means untouched, is quite astound- 
ing. It may be no doubt alleged that the extrava- 
gance displayed in dress and every other respect is 
to be accounted for by the fact, that large fortunes 
have been rapidly made of late by men who were 
beggars when they landed in this country a few 
years ago. These people are designated by the 
term " Shoddy ; " and to walk about New York you 
would say you were in their head-quaxters. 

RepubUcan simpUcity is rapidly giving way, and 
Uvery servants, armorial bearings, and other aristo- 
cratic insignia, axe being adopted. I have even seen 
a coachman with a cockade in his hat ; but could 
find no explanation of the phenomenon. Amid all 
these signs of advanced civilization much that is 
primitive is retained by these people. A young 
lady goes out with her beau to the theatre, or into 
society, just as in London, Jane, the housemaid, 
out for a holiday, would accompany her admirer. 
Young people have their friends, distinct from their 
parents, and receive company without the presence 
or apparent sanction of mamma. Papa is frequently 
not presentable, and though he may own a fine 
house only enters it at the kitchen door. It has 
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always been cliaxacteristic of Americans to love 
titles ; Honourable, Colonel, Captain, General, Judge, 
and Bishop, are freely adopted and used among 
them, and since the war the naval and military 
Uve had a ™t prepond^o«, and if on, Z 
judge from appearances, America lias not been un- 
just in giving promotion, for aU her distinguished 
Uo/bTlng evidence of ha™g riTfe,. 
the ranks. The pacific tailor has sprung £rom his 
shop-board, and beating his shears into a broad- 
sword has rushed into the field, and it is only 
justice to add that many have displayed the better 
part of valour. They do say that men, who had 
repudiated their allegiance to Queen Victoria, 
claimed their right as British subjecta to be exempt 
firom the draught for the army, when called on to 
take part in the strife I 

That the Americans are fond of military display 
is certain, from the brilliant figure made on eveiy 
possible occasion by their volunteers; there is, 
however, another service which deservedly holds a 
high place in their affections, and that is the Fire 
Brigade; which, in most parts of the country, is a 
volunteer service. New York has a paid body of 
firemen, but in Brooklyn it is composed of volunteers. 
When the bell of the City Hall tolls out the alarm 
of fire all these intrepid men are on the alert, and, 
abandoning both business and pleasure, put on their 
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unifonns and rush off to succour the sufferers. Their 
efficiency is highly spoken of^ and their self-sacrifice 
is admirable^ since they take it by turns to be on 
guard every night, ready for active service. 

Being totally unacquainted with business I am 
unable to speak of the commercial men of this city, 
but may be allowed to express a hope that more 
integrity exists than would appear from a mere 
superficial view of the subject, or the statements 
of the pubUc prints, denouncing the wholesale 
swindles that abound in every branch of trade. 
Smugglkg and »*« fiaud, oule avenue are «id 
to be carried on to a very great extent Arson is 
not by any means an unknown step for a man to 
adopt in order to get out of difficulties. The Jews 
are said to be so given to this practice, that many of 
thefire insurance companies decline to grant poUcies 
to the children of Israel 

New York is well supplied with water. The 
Americans being decidedly given to washing, bath- 
rooms are the rule in all good houses. The Grer- 
mans look dirty — and no doubt are so. There are 
quarters of the City which remind one of Seven 
Dials, and the worst parts of Liverpool and Bristol ; 
and, for the same reason, they are inhabited by the 
very low Irish, who retain their usual characteristics. 
No doubt, had the Irish been true to themselves, 
*they would have been masters in this part of the 
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United States ; as it is, they have great influence 
in New York, and hold many important offices in 
that City, but it is to be regretted that those who do 
so are not the best specimens of the sons of Erin. 

With the Americans the Irish are not favourites, 
though their services as soldiers and sailors, and as 
having been mainly instrumental in the formation 
of railways and other great public works, are recog- 
nised. They are, unfortunately, too apt to rush 
into politics and whiskey — the two great curses of 
America. Every adventurer who comes along is 
able to dupe them — ^as did the leaders of the Fenian 
Organization, who lived in luxury by defrauding the 
p(k)r hard-working men and women with their 
fictitious bonds. 

In spite of all their experience the simple-minded 
Celts are still an easy prey to the designs of im- 
postors who pretend to be the friends of Ireland. 



EDUCATIONAL AND OTHER INSTI- 

TUTIONS. 



The spread and influence of the Catholic religion 
is a source of great annoyance to many Americans, 
though there are large numbers who, professing no 
religion at all, will send their children to be edu- 
cated at the Catholic schools, as being the only 
institutions where duty to parents is inculcated. 

It is a boast of Americans that education among 
them is very far in advance of that which is found 
in England. Schools are abundant, it is true, but, 
if one may judge by the language of the people, 
education on one point cannot be conducted on what 
we consider a sound basis. Grammar must be a 
neglected study, as regards both orthography and 
Byntex. Of bad spelling Americans are guilty with 
malice aforethought^ but in the improper use of 
moods and tenses, so prevalent among them, they 
have not yet ventured to glory. The audacity of 
altering the spelling of English authors is astound- 
ing, and will prepare us for the introduction of such 
forms of speech as the following : ** He done me a 
good turn," " he's went back on his friends,'' *' why 
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didn't you went on ? ^' — expressions indulged in by 
those, about whose education one has heard so 
much. Americans will often assert that every 
Englishman drops his ^ h 's. f have no doubt that 
many of our countrymen who visit them are guilty 
of this omission — ^I should think, perhaps, the 
majority — but we must remind Americans that 
they do not see superior Englishmen, and, as to 
defects in speaking, they had better look at home ; 
for, from what one hears spoken by a large majority 
in the United States, one has reason to think that 
the language of the country will soon become a mere 
patois. 

American drinks have attained a great celebrity; 
but the chief charm of them, for the most part, is 
that they are cooL The liquor, as a rule, is very 
bad ; and all the non-stimulating drinks are sickly 
sweet Warm soda-wat-er does not suggest an exhi- 
larating draught, but insipid food and drink are 
essentially national. Americans of all ages devour 
candy and sweetstuflF, and are given to messes. They 
delight in very white fine bread with flabby crusts. 
They eat Indian com, boiled with butter; and many 
of their dishes are of the pappy order. Their want 
of teeth, or their desire to preserve them, may 
account for this. 

I do not imagine that Americans care for sitting 
over their dinner ; they strike one as always in a 



EDXJOAnONAL AND OTHEB INSTErUTIONa 43 

hurry to get through even their enjoyments, though 
their food hardly comes under that head. 

The detestable habit of chewing tobacco, with its 
filthy accompaniment of spitting, is a positive 
national disgrace. That disgusting utensil, a spit^ 
toon, adorns the most elegant saloons ; and it would 
be weU if it were the sole receptacle of saliva, but the 
floors of the rooms bear ample testimony that such 
is not the isust ; to say nothing of the feet and legs 
that may come within range of the spitters. I 
cannot help thinking that the fair sex might exercise 
a useful influence at any rate on the young men 
with respect to this revolting practice, which is 
really degrading, and must^ one would think, be 
baneful. 

As to the rising generation of this cit7,if one may 

allowed, to the youth of both sexes. They are per- 
mitted to associate with each other without any of 
the wholesome restrictions wHch have been imposed 
on the intercourse of youth in other nations. There 
is. consequently, a ffippancy of manner and self- 
confidence about the young women which seems 
antagonistic to the formation of high character. I 
am fax from meaning to insinuate anything really 
culpable in the conduct of these young people in 
general ; but it is hardly prudent, one would think, 
to allow youth so much liberty. As I have said, a 
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New York belle will go to the opera alone with an 
admirer, and afterwards sup with him tSte-A-tSte at 
Delmonico's. The result of this style of thing is the 
formation of haaty, ill-assorted marriages, for which 
the divorce court gives a remedy; this is the best 
that can be expected. Dark tales of worse results 
come to one's ears. Crimes, such as one dare not do 
more than allude to, are said to be by no means of 
rare occurrence. 

There can be no doubt on one point, and that is 
the very general want of respect for age which is 
evinced by young people ; it is a topic commented 
on very freely by the press. By some, it is at- 
tributed to the public school sjrstem ; by others, to 
the precocity of American youth. The real fault 
must be with the parents. Discipline is a word 
they do not understand. Children have too much 
of iheir own way, and are educated to think too 
highly of themselves. A city like New York is a 
bad school for youth, especially without that home 
influence which cannot be exercised upon young 
people in an hotel or boarding-house. 
"^■Lia viewing y.ungA..Lcafto.o„..ide=fo. 
American parents do not seem to expect the defer- 
ence from their children which English people 
enforce. There is a sort of admiration expressed 
whop a boy is saucy, as though it were an evidence 
of what they call smartness. It does not augur weU 
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for the future of a country that there is no discipline 
exercised in the education of youtL At Yale 
College the young men are under no sort of 
restraint or surveillance^ and I am told it is much 
the same in all other educational establishments 
purely national. 

If a plentiful supply of public libraries, literary 
and scientific institutions, may be taken as indica- 
tions of national education, then might one expect 
to find the youth of New York erudite, polished, 
and well-conducted, the middle-aged thoughtful, 
well-informed, models of what men should be, and 
the aged monuments of collective wisdom ; — ^in fact, 
all classes of men exact reproductions of all that is 
exceUent in ancient and modem history. The 
bravery of Miltiades, the wisdom of S&crates, the 
justice of Aristides, the piety of uEneas, even the 
stem justice of Brutus, ought all to flourish in a 
city where the means of instruction are so ample, 

of the volumes that are lying on the shelves, of 
the lecture-rooms and schools of design, which have 
been instituted for the intellectual culture of the 
expanding mind of young America. The Cooper 
Institute alone would suffice to instruct a nation ; 
and, though this is one of the largest educational 
e^blishments in the country, it is by no means a 
solitary one in New York. I wiU not express my 
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own opinion aa to the usefulness of such institutions^ 
but must say I was much struck by the remark of 
an individual connected with a very large but almost 
deserted reading-room at one of these establish- 
ments, who in answer to a remark made as to 
the apparent paucity of readers, merely replied : 
" Read they read nothing but the papers. If you 
want to find our young men, you must go to the 
billiard-rooms, and drinking-bars, and other houses 
of public resort ; you won't find them in the libra- 
ries/' As this speech was made in reference to the 
attendance of an evening, when most young men are 
at leisure, I am inclined to think young America 
is educated beyond the reach of the literary and 
scientific. 

In Washington Square is situated the University 
of New York, which I was told by Americans is 
architecturally like King's College, Cambridge. I 
merely replied " Indeed 1 " — ^the safest reply one 
could make to so preposterous a statement. I do 
not know what its status may be from an educational 
point of view, but cannot think it ranks very high, 
judging firom its appearance and the fax^t that some 
of the rooms are occupied by artists as studios, not 
ae u^al purpose to loh L a^ p«cmd» of a 
seat pi learning are devoted. Apropos of studios, 
there is a building devoted to them in Tenth Street, 
where the votaries of art pursue ^^ their labour of 
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love/' I waa not struck by the specimens I saw of 
those labours^ with the exception of some sculpture^ 
which was decidedly very good and gave me a very 
dijSerent impression of American art^ from that 
which "The Greek Slave'' produced. Their 
National Academy of Design is the place at 
which all works of art are exhibited. The building 
suggests the idea of a Turkish bath; though the 
guide calls it Gothic. It is built of marble, and 
will, like its contents, improve with age. I am in- 
duced to think that the Chromo-lithograph school of 
art at present holds the first place in public taste, 
these and inferior copies of the old masters being 
very generally met with. Landscapes painted in the 
hardest style are also popular. Photography is here, 
as elsewhere, the " maid of all work " of art 

As it is not my design to go in extenso through 
the institutions of America^ I shall merely allude to 
the hospitals and charities as being generally well 
spoken of. Prisons are not interesting topics, and 
seem to be much the same here as elsewhere. That 
discipline is rigorously enforced in ihem will be 
shown by the following anecdote : — ^A distinguished 
foreigner having been convicted of some offence, and 
sentenced to imprisonment, on arriving at his place 
of incarceration, waa astonished at being told that his 
hair was to be cut according to prison regulations. 

' " What I " he exclaimed, " cut my hair I I have 



48 THE GBEAT C0T7NTBY. 

served in many foreign aimies, in which I held high 
rank, have been engaged in a life-long straggle 
^ tjr^j. JTZu. femily. ^^^ 
languages/' 

" Look it here/' said the official to whom he thus 
appealed^ ^' we only speak one language here, and 
d — d little of that Cut'his hair," he added. And 
so the polyglot hero's locks were sacrificed. 

The statistics of crime are somewhat startling. 
Murder would not seem to be thought a heinous 
offence, for one sees an account of a murder com- 
mitted coolly, or in a drunken brawl, and the result 
is much the same as would ensue from a common 
assault in England ; the prisoner is admitted to bail, 
and even if he be tried and sentenced to imprison, 
ment, he will have a very good chance of being 
pardoned through the political influence of his 
friends, or on the accession of a new governor of 
the state. In Jersey they seem to have some closer 
ideas of justice than elsewhere, and generally hang 
murderers. There is a large and efficient body of 
police in New York, .h! ^ check on leir 
liberties that the citizens have ever had imposed 
on them. The policemen now and then club their 
prisoners to death, but that is excess of zeaL 

That the population of New York is made up of 
highly industrious inhabitants there can be no 
doubt ; yet few cities can boast a larger number of 
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useless, idle people, men who live by their wits, 
hang about the hotels, restaurants, and Uquor-shops, 
and are known as Loafers, Suckers, Beats, and 
Bummers, who prey on society ; many of them are 
Americans, but the number, to a great extent, is 
made up of foreigners (from our own iskuds) of 
whom we are heartily glad to be rid Many of 
these gentlemen are in some way connected with 
the theatrical profession, or literature. Uncertifi- 
cated bankrupts, convicts, swindlers, thieves uncon- 
victed, and every other scum of society have found 
their way to this city, so that in fedmess it must be 
allowed that much that is objectionable in this 
country has been imported, but has unfortunately 
foui^d a soil in which it can take root and flourish. 

Literature does not occupy a high or proud posi- 
tion in America, since native writers of high culture 
and attainment are rarely met with. Scribblers 
abound, as the trash with which the town is flooded 
abundantly proves. Stories of a vapid, sickly style 
are popular, and form a contrast to the licentious 
filth which is publicly sold about the streets with 
illustrations to attract the prurient and pollute the 
youth of the country. I do not think there is any 
dramatic author of note in America. Journalism is 
the most popular form of literature, but is of a 
kind little calculated to elevate the tone of the 
people. 
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There axe one or two respectable papers in New 
York The best are the "Tribune'' and "Times,'' and 
there are some equally respectable evening papers^ 
especially the " Post " and " Gazette," but all the 
others are mere vehicles for advertisements, scur- 
rility and abuse of opponente. The gross ignorance 
displayed by some American papers with regard to 
Emrland is remarkable. It is evident they know 
™Lg of her U^, institution,, or J^^ 
It is very likely that the proprietors are misled 
b,tLeSh„n4ofmiteJn>Lwhocon.eW 
England to America professing to be conversant 
wi* the MC3 on Jch .ie/nnderuke to write. 
The musical criticism in some of the jomnals is 
simply laughable, whilst the dramatic, with one 
exception, is very weak. The " Tribune's " criticisms 
are allowed by all to be the best in New York, and 
are written with a conscientious regard to the 
responsibility of the critic's office, which is highly 
creditable, whilst their style is ea^y and careful, 
and the writer only requires a higher standard of 
ezperienc. to make a>L S^^L There ie «. 
eminently respectable and well-managed paper 
called the "Bound Table," which is entitled to a 
high place among the periodicals of this country. 
It is wcU-written and conducted in a manner 
that fits it for a place on the table of the refined 
and intelligent members of society. There are no 
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original humorous publications in America; many 
have been started^ but all have failed. 

The Irish in this country seem to lose their rich 
isense of humour as well as their good temper and 
agreeable manners. I am speaking of the lowest 
class. In Ireland the car-boys, and such people, are 
foU of wit Mid humour, and ready to start or join 
in a bit of fun, but in America " the boys " are 
changed and speak in a surly, morose tone^ and 
have a heavy and saturnine appearance. 

EeHgions of all sorts and kinds abound. As a 
rule, Americans seem to agree to differ on this 
point ; some of the old Puritanical bitterness still 
lingers among the Yankees, though indifference 
appears to have taken its place in most instances. 
They don't like the Catholics and profess to be 
afraid of them, and certainly it must be trying to 
them to see how the religion they dislike is spread- 
ing through the land. The Presbyterians are bitter 
against other sects ; but their day, like that of the 
Puritans, is past. 

The Methodists and Baptists command large 
congregations, the most wealthy denominations 
being the Episcopalian, Unitarian and Universalist 
bodiea In many places it is not considered 
respectable to belong to no church, and to meet 
the case of those who wish for a nominal religion, 
Universalism must have been invented. It is a 

x2 
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sort of Kberal Unitarianism and, amongst other 
eccentricities of opinion, holds very indulgent views 
of sin, regarding it as rather a misfortune than a 
fault. No delusion is too violent or extravagant 
for the American mind, as some of th^ disclosures 
made at the PoUce CourtB respecting spiritualism 
would go to prove. The streets of New York are 
said to be unsafe at night ; but most of the cases of 
violence seem to have been the result of drink. It 
is impossible to speak too strongly of the vice of 
intemperance as it exists in this country ; it i& the 
national curse and bane, and must in time under- 
mine and destroy the whole fabric of society. 
Men drink on every occasion and under all cir- 
cimistances. The liquor they consume is dele- 
terious to the last degree, and the worst feature 
in the drunkard's case is that he ia not ashamed of 
himself. Drink, as a cause of death, is spoken of 
by surviving friends a^ a mtalady. It entails no 
disgra^ on a man to be known as a drunkard, and 
so long as he has a dollar to treat a friend with, 
he will be encouraged to drink till the Asylum 
for Inebriates or the grave places him beyond the 
reach of temptation. Since the war, Uquor haa been 
both dear and bad ; one of the favourite spirituous 
beverages with the Americans is Bourbon whiskey. 
There is no disputing about taste, but in my opinion 
it is filthy, and must be destructive. The American 
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is not a beer-drinker, his fevonrite tipple being 
spirit or water. 

There is nothing to recommend New York as a 
residence to any but a man of business. It is 
expensive beyond London or Paris. It has, doubt- 
less, charms for those who are surrounded by family 
and friends ; but to a stranger it is uninteresting 
and dreary to the last degrea I have little hesitation 
in saying that an Englishman of education would 
feel infinitely more at home in St. Petersburg than 
in New York. There is no community of feeling 
between an Englishman and American; they are 
foreigners indeed to one another— having nothing in 
common but the language and colour of skin, and 
even in these not by any means closely resembling 
one another. 

Before dismissing New York, there are some 
classes of its society, four of which, already 
referred to, especiaUy deserve notice, viz., the 
Bummer, the Loafer, the Sucker, and the Beat 
The Bummer is ever to be met with at liquor shops 
and restaurants, where he lingers, hour after hour, 
day and night, in the hope of being treated to 
Hquor. To the proprietors of these establishments 
he is a terror, and the scourge of the customers, 
from whom he extorts drinks, whilst he devours all 
the fragments of biscuit and cheese which are placed 
on the counter for the gratuitous consumption of 
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those who may fancy a mouthful with their liquor. 
So heavily has the Bummer drawn on these compli- 
mentary refreshmenfcsf, that the custom of providing 
them has in some places been abandoned. The 
Bummer is in his glory when a new drinking bar is 
opened, and nothing charged for liquor on the first 
day. On this and every other occasion where drink 
can be had for nothing, the Bummer is « on hand.'' 
New Year's Day is his annual festival, weddings 
•nd funerals .re hi, great „pp»rtm>itie, for dakiag 
his thirst for alcohol. The Bummer has no occu- 
pation ; he pretends to none, but sots away his life 
in poverty and filth, lying in wait for drinks, tiU the 
poorhouse receives his crazed, paralytic body, or he 
rots in some obscure hole whither he has crawled 
to die. 

The Sucker is a sponge of a different style, not so 
utterly lost as the Bummer. He is a man of talk 
and schemes; he pretends to having means, his 
chief study being to hook on to a party where drink 
is being stood. By some mysterious means he 
supports life, and is more likely to die in prison 
than in the almshouse. 

The Loafer is a good-natured, easy-going man, 
who might have prospered in life had he not been 
an idle vagabond. He spends his money fireely 
while it lasts, and is not at all particular where and 
how he gets more. He will beggar his aged mother, 
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or deprive his wife and cluldreii of the neoessaxies of 
life ; but he will stand a bottle of champagne to a 
friend. The Loafer is affectionate and kind, full of 
good resolutions and promises of amendment when 
sober, but a curse to all dear to him when drunk 
The Asylum for Inebriates is frequently the closing 
scene of his career, or he will lie at home, dying in 
paroxysms of drunken madness, to the terror of his 
unhappy wife and children, whom his violence drives 
from his bed-side. Not unfrequently a sudden 
death, the result of accident or a quarrel, hurries him 
from tW world. 

The Beat is a combination of all the former, and 
a deep-dyed villain withal. He is too restless to be 
a Bummer, too sharp to be a Sucker, and too wicked 
to be a Loafer. He will drink with you that he may 
rob you the more easily. He is full of schemes, and 
boasts of large sums of money at his disposal. 
Whilst the Sucker and Loafer pretend to be either 
literary or artistic, the Beat is always a professed 
•capitalist, and a would-be manager. He can tell 
you of the enormous fortimes he has made for artists 
and others whose affairs he has managed. No lie 
is too enormous or barefaced for him to tell, no 
swindle too infamous for him to undertake. 

Let it not be supposed that these worthies are 
exclusively of American growth ; they are frequently 
importations from the British Isles, men who have 
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renounced their allegiance to Queen Victoria, unless, 
M I have stated before, it may suit their conve- 
nience, to claim her powerful protection. 

It is almost unnecessary to say a word as to the 
class from which these men sprang in the Old 
Country ; but as they generally give out that they 
have held high positions on the London press, or 
been in some way connected with artists, it is well 
to warn those who visit America not to trust im- 
plicitly to these claims set forth by agents and 
managers, who will surround them on their arrival, 
and impose on their credulity.' 

It must be remembered that the Germans, or, as 
as they caU them here, the Dutch, form a large 
item in the list of Beats. They are usually of 
the Hebrew persuasion, though they wiU deny it, 
and caU themselves Lutherans. One common end 
awaits characters of this description, and that is a 
pompous funeral However bad or lost a man may 
have been in life, funeral honours await him in 
death. Every one who has drunk with him will 
crowd to see him in his coffin, and as drink has 
been the cause of death, and all the survivors are 
victims to the same malady, the mourners feel an 
especial interest in the departed, aad a sympathy 
for each other, a« men who are sharing a common 
danger, and awaiting the same terrible doom. 

The liquor laws are in full force in New York 
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and Brooklyn, and, to some extent, check intoxica- 
tion on Sunday ; though, if a man be a confirmed 
drunkard, he has only to cross the river to Jersey, 
and there he can get as much liquor as he pleases 
every day in the week. Legislation is but a feeble 
barrier to the gratification of such a propensity as 
drinking, and only inflicts a hardship on those who 
use Gtod'a gifts without abusing them. 

In America, as elsewhere, such laws only press 
upon the poor : the rich drunkard has always access 
to his own cellar, and not much difficulty in obtain- 
ing entrance to his neighbour's. It is part of the 
cold Pharisaical Puritan temper ever to oppress the 
poor man, and treat him like a child. If a man 
will drink to excess he must do it at his own risk; 
God gave him the Uberty, and his feUow man 
cannot dictate to him on the subject, except in such 
terms as will bind him morally. 

To all but a narrow, sour mind the sight of a 
poor man enjoying his beer is a gratification ; and, 
tin laws are passed that shall equally sweep away 
the well-selected wines fix)m the tables of the 
wealthy, and the half-and-hal^ and drop of spirit 
from the labourer s humble board, all legislation 
on the subject should be resisted as a tyrannical 
attempt to interfere with that liberty which is 
every man's birth-right, and for the misuse of which 
he is accountable to his Creator alone. 
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That Americans should drink so much spirit is 
extraordinary, as the climate is sufficiently ex- 
hilarating not to demand the consumption of 
stimulating liquors. I am inclined to think it is 
the strong love they have for excitement, that 
drives them to the drinking bar so frequently even 
during the hours of business. 

The Germans consume large quantities of Lager 
beer, which is harmless imless taken in large 
quantities; but, as one man under examination 
respecting it, admitted having taken seventy glasses 
of it during the morning, no wonder the sale of it 
was prohibited on Sunday, together with that of 
intoxicating drinks. The non-intoxicating beve- 
rages are manifold, especially of an eflfervescing 
kind : their fault being excessive sweetness. I am 
inclined to think that the constant use of them must 
be injurious to the digestive powers ; nor do I think 
that "cocktails,*' "slings," "smashes," and all the 
other " pick-ups " in which Americans indulge, can 
be beneficial to the stomach. 



BOAKDING-HOUSES. 

That Americans do not attach the same value to 

home that we do is very certain, from the fact that 

so many of them prefer Uving at Hotels or Boarding- 

Houses, to having private residences. The reason 

given for this is, that the ladies do not like the 

trouble of housekeeping, that servants are such a 

torment, and everything so expensive. The truth is, 

the Boarding-House system enables many to make 

a better show on a small income than maintaining a 

house would admit, and there are those who keep up 

a good appearance by means of taking boarders, who 

must otherwise live with a humble establishment. 

It is not uncommon for people who keep up a sort 

of would-be style to pretend that they have friends 

staying with them, the said friends being boarders. 

Life in a Boarding-House is fatal to home influences, 

and frequently brings about so many of those 

unhappy disruptions of family ties unfortunately 

80 common in America. 

That American wives and mothers who are worthy 
of those revered names prefer living at Boarding- 
Houses, I do not believe; as the bringing up a family 
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properly under such circumstances must be next to 
impossible. It is a suitable way of living for the 
frivolous wife who, neglected by her husband, finds 
solace in the society she meets under such a roof: 
— a wife whose whole time and thoughts are devoted 
to dress and amusement, to obtain which she will 
sacrifice everything, even honour itself, whilst her 
shameless partner cares not how the clothes and 
jewellery with which she decks herself have been 
obtained, though he well knows that she has no 
means other than his, and is also aware of his own 
inability to supply her with such luxuries; — ^a wife 
who expresses openly her detestati6n of the duties 
and trouble of being a mother, who, should she 
have a child will probably neglect it entirely herself 
or consign it to the care of wretches, who, under the 
pretence of taking the unhappy innocent to nurse, 
will actually allow it to starve to death. This was 
proved to be a general practice by a case which but 
lately came before the Courts, where a woman was 
indicted for causing the death of an infant by ne- 
glect, and it was elicited in evidence that a large 
number of infants were taken in by this monster, 
and deliberately starved to death, with the know- 
ledge of their unnatural parents. There are doubt- 
less many Boarding-Houses which aflford respectable 
homes for young men in business, and suit the 
convenience of people without families, and it is 
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not against such establishments that my remarks are 
directed; but what I would denounce is the practice 
jof keeping up fiedse appearances, so very common 
in New York, by means of the Boarding-House 
system. 

One reason alleged by many as an excuse for 
living in this way, is the great trouble a lady finds 
in getting trustworthy servants. Another is, that 
the extreme deamess of everything renders house- 
k«pbg a fonmdable i,jrZl^ who have 
^ Ln^ hou^ rent bemg enomoudy Ugk 
Three or four thousand dollars, or fix)m four to five 
hundred pounds per annum, will secure only a 
moderate house in New York — ^and even in Brooklyn, 
the unfashionable side of the river, the rents ai© pro- 
portionately high. Servants' wages are from twelve 
to fifteen dollars a month. I am speaking of quiet 
family establishments. Food and clothing are very 
expensive; so that many have to practise rigid 
economy ; yet this, it is allowed by the most 
experienced, can be more easily done in a private 
home than in a Boarding-House. But then Show, 
the darling of the American heart, must be sacri- 
ficed. That home ties, unfortunately, do not bind 
Americans very strongly is notorious. There is too 
much self-assertion and self-dependence in the 
national character to make any bond very strong, 
and the facility with which the marriage tie can 
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be unloosed is a fdndamental blow to the family 
system. A wife being made so entirely independent 
of her husband, though it may be highly necessaiy, 
is a serious impediment to that perfect confidence 
that should exist between the two, and says little for 
the integrity of American husbands. That marriage 
settlements exist in all countries is of course the 
fact, but in no country is a woman so entirely inde- 
pendent of her husW a. in America; a Ite of 
things which may enable a dishonest man to rob his 
credatrs, under the protection of his wife's righia ; 
and a recent alteration of the Bankruptcy Laws 
is a proof that such things were very generally 
done. 



MOEALS, MAEEIAGE, AND DIVOECE. 



Although divorces are not so easily obtainable 
in New York as in some other of the States, yet 
here, as elsewhere, there is a very light impression 
as to the obligation of the marriage tie. In some of 
the Western States a marriage may be annulled on 
grounds which are positively absurd. It is to be 
borne in mind that a people is not likely to be 
deeply impressed with the grave nature of a 
contract firequently entered into without any sort of 
solemnity or importance being attached to it A 
gentleman walks into a magistrate's presence with a 
lady on his arm, and simply states it is their wish 
to be married, and, with little or no preliminary, 
their names are entered on the matrimonial roll and 
they are man and wife. It would be superfluous to 
give all the grounds on which divorce may be 
obtained, but there is one especially unjustifiable, 
which is, that incarceration in the States' prison 
of either husband or wife releases them from 
their marriage contract; and instances have been 
known in which a conspiracy has been formed by 
a wife's paramour to throw her husband into prison, 
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SO that she may be. at liberty to contract a new 
alliance. 

Whilst on this subject I feel bound to refer to 
some fearful blots on American social Ufe. There 
is a crime of the foulest order that is regarded 
without any horror by a large number of the 
commuBity. and this by no means Hie poorer class. 
That a miserable servant-girl should have recourse 
to some abominable means to rid her of the con^ 
sequences of her infringement of the laws of 
chastity^ is not to be wondered at ; but that this is 
not the class that practises such abomination as I 
am referring to is very clear, from the fact of the 
existence of a mansion in the Fifth Avenue, said 
to be tenanted by an infamous French woman, 
who trades and grows rich on the practice of that 
which should expose her to the severest penalties 
of the law. We are told that attempts have been 
made to convict and punish her, but she has hitherto 
escaped, not so much through the want of evidence 
or the powerless state of the law, as because she could 
make such disclosures as would implicate in her 
guilt those who hold their heads very high in society. 
It is no wonder that such a state of things should 
exist, if one hundredth part of the statements one 
hears as to the morals of the community be true. 
One thing is certain — the license allowed to young 
people is likely to end badly, when a young woman 
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^is permitted to leave her fiftther^B roof with no other 
eompanion than a young man, her professed ad- 
mirer, who is as frivolous and as unprincipled as 
herself When she accompanies him to the theatre 
or to a dance, and will adjourn to a restaurant to 
sup with him tSte-d-tSte ; how can we be surprised 
that the services, of some infamous quack of either 
sex become requisite in order to save the young 
woman's reputation ? 

This evil originates in the defective education of 
the young people, and also from the unrefined 
notions of their parents, who, sprung from the 
humbler grades in the Old Country, have succeeded 
in mdd^n^ney rapidly in .he n^,I>«th.ve Med 
i. J^ ^.perior LL 

They may have fine houses and clothes, but these 
will not of themselves secure very strict ideas as to 
propriety of conduct 

No doubt when Giles and Sukey kept company 
in England, it was not in the eyes of their relations 
Sl^ any great Wnr I r^,^ ahonH 
precede niatrimony ; but now, being what they call- 
"style," though they may not be scrupulous as to 
character, yet they do not wish any unpleasant 
results to accrue from the loss of it 

Besides all these considerations, the wives of many 
Americans will not be burdened with the cares of a 
nursery, and consequently take any means avaUable 
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to rid tliiemselves of dutiea so imgracefal and dis- 
tasteful^ 

In Buying this, let me not be misimderstood. 
There axe doubtleas in this most COTrupt oity many 
hundreds of excellent wives and mothers; many 
cpuples living together according to the rules of 
Christiaiuty ; but these are they who fear God and 
obey His law. Yet, as it is the boast of thousands 
that they do not even acknowledge the existence of 
a God, and laugh at the notion of a future state, 
why should they not pra^Jtise and glory in every 
abomination ? The low view taken of the moraHty 
of this people ia derived horn perusal of poUce 
reports^ statements of the Press, the shameless ad- 
vertisements which disgrace the columns of many 
newspapers, together with the disgusting illustra- 
tions, which several journals display weekly. So 
bad are these last named as to have provoked a 
protest from more than one paper, by which the 
doings of New York have been compared to those 
of the Cities of the Plain, The people who forget 
God have always turned to filthy lusts. Impurity 
imd falsehood have ever stalked hand in hand over 
the earth, and having borne one another company 
through the Old World, have also found a con- 
genial home in the New. If one line that I have 
written on this subject should induce good members 
of society in America to set themselves vigorously 
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to work to crush out any of these abominations 
from among them, I shall know that I have not 
taken up my pen in vain, and shall feel that I am 
more than repaid for the pain which writing on so 
revolting a subject has caused me. 



F 2 



SERVANTS AND LABOURERS. 



Bt far the majority of the domestic servants are 
Irish, and in spite of their peculiarities of tempera- 
ment, they are generaJly highly spoken of for fidelity, 
honesty, and decency of life. The native Americans 
disdain the idea of service, though not scrupulous as 
to getting their Uvelihood by less reputable means. 
An Irisliwoman works hard and well, though she 
may not be what is called in England a thorough 
servant. She is a bad nurse, from her terrible habit 
of foolishly over-indulging the children, and her want 
of system and tidyness in the management of them. 
She will have her Sunday afternoon out, and also 
her Thursday evening, when, to do her justice, it 
must be stated, she generally goes to church. In 
fietct, she is a main support of her religion, for the 
greater number of the Catholic churches in America 
are built out of the hard earnings of women servants 
and labouring men, though in many cases American 
Protestants build them for tlie sake of the Irish in 
their employ, as they find that it is impossible to 
manage them without the priest. Unfortunately 
in all ca^es the influence of the clergy does not 
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suffice to control the fierce nature of the Celt, as 
the riots of July, 1863, abundantly prove; when 
New York was for three days in the hands of a 
mob of Irish, labourers. The late Archbishop rose 
from his dying bed to address them from his 
balcony ; but in vain did he attempt to check the 
atrocities of which they were guilty, such as the 
hanging of defenceless negroes to the lamp-posts, the 
burning of .the negro infeoit orphan acfylum, and 
similar lawless acts; these outrages being perpe- 
trated partly because negroes were employed to 
do work which the Irish had refused. A terrible 
retribution awaited these miserable men, hundreds 
of whom were shot down by the military called out 
to quell the riot. 

The negroes share with the Irish the hard labour 
of the country, and are most undeservedly disliked 
by them. It has required the most authoritative 
action on the part of the clergy to prevent their 
being denied admission to the Catholic churches, the 
boast of which has justly been that there alone, of 
all places of worship in America, a black man may 
pray beside his white brother. 

Grermans and Swiss are good servants, but are 
more generally employed at hotels and restaurants 
than in private houses. Negroes are especially 
useful in the management of horses, with which, 
as with all other animals, and with children, they 
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are on the best of terms. As a general rule, Negroes 
are &r better mannered and more attentive than 
the white servants ; though it is said of them that 
ihey will pilfer, whilst the Irish are accused of 
ntter disregard for truth. 

It is the universal testimony of Americans, that 
when the Irish are influenced by religion they are 
good members of society; and although there are 
' doubtless numerous instances of their having aban- 
doned, not only the creed of the Old Country, but 
religion of any kind, yet the vast and almost daily 
increasing number of churches and religious institu- 
tionfi belonging to the Catholics proves how stead- 
fast the majority must be to the faith of their 
fathers. 



FUNEKALS AND CEMETERIES. 



As soon as a death occurs, all the intimate Mends 
of the family of the deceased assemble at the house, 
and watch by turn, night and day, till the funeral, 
which takes place within a day or two of death, is 
over. On that occasion, aU who have been in any 
way acquainted with the departed either come to 
the house or follow to the cemetery ; the religious 
service in most cases being performed at the house, 
and the corpse exposed to view, often packed in ice, 
in order to preserve it The beautiftd custom of 
decking the body with flowers is universally adopted, 
and tends in a great measure to dispel the terrible 
gloom which pervades the chamber of death. 

Most funerals are conducted in a strange and 
somewhat indecent manner. Among the numbers 
who follow the deceased to the cemetery, few adopt 
any badge of mourning, which gives an air of 
heartle/9s indifference to the affair; and candour 
compels me to state that the use of stimulants as a 
means of checking undue sorrow has often the effect 
of making a funeral very like a merry-making. 

In using the term indecent when speaking of tilfee 
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manner in which funerals axe conducted, I must not 
be misunderstood. 

I do not charge the Americans with any inten- 
tional disrespect to the dead ; but the style of their 
interments is not decorous. 

The coffin, or as it is sometimes styled the ^^ funeral 
case/' does not look as though it had been originally 
designed for so solemn a purpose. 

The hearse has frequently plate glass sides to it, 
which give it the appearance of a show case. 

The carriages that follow, and the equipment <Jf 
the drivers, would be equally well suited to any 
other occasion. 

On a Sunday, long funeral trains make their way 
through the city in a very jog-trot style. 

I must here protest against being thought one of 
those who approve of all the mock pageantry of woe 
so often displayed in my own country ; but there is 
in this, as in all things, a happy medium to be 
observed, and funerals should be so conducted as to 
be free from an appearance of levity on the one 
hand, and fix)m histrionic solemnity on the other. 

The cemeteries of New York are thirteen in 
number, and are generally well kept in order. 

This does not apply to some of those belonging 
to the Catholics, the disordered state of which has 
caused many Catholics to secure for their families 
graves among the Protestants. Such an unsatisfac- 
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toiy state of things has excited the attention of the 
bishops and clergy ; and a better plan having of late 
been adopted for TnaintAJning the Catholic ceme- 
teries, it is to be hoped that this cause of complaint 
is only to be regarded as a thing of the past. 

The great cemetery of Greenwood, on Long 
Island, is beautifully ^^ located,'' as the natives say. 
It is both extensive and intricate, so much so, that 
strangers have been known to suffer much inconve- 
nience through losing their way therein. To guard 
against which contingency, " guide boards '' are set 
up at various points. The graves are well kept, 
planted with shrubs and flowers, and if all the 
moixuments and inscriptions be not always in the 
best taste, yet criticism is disarmed on such a 
subject 



CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS, &c. 

New York is well supplied with institutions 
founded for the reUcf of suflFering, both moral and 
physical. A fine space on Broadway is occupied 
by the New York hospital, founded by Lord Dun- 
more, Grovemor of the colony, shortly before it was 
given up by the English. 

It speaks well for the philanthropy of New York 
that so large a space of valuable groimd should still 
be devoted to a charitable purpose. 

Randell, Ward, and BlackweU Islands, on the East 
River, are occupied by various charitable institu- 
tions, of the efficacy and usefulness of which I hear 
much said; but as a mere visit to such establishments 
can only give a very faint, and often false, idea of 
their working, it is useless to employ my own or 
the reader's time with an attempted account of them. 

I observe that guide-books speak of the buildings 
on these islands, devoted to such works, as 
"elegant"; this is one of the happy flights of 
transatlantic fancy which excite the wonder of the 
traveller, the buildings in question being, doubtless, 
useful, but by no means ornamental. 
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Of one charitable institution the title struck me 
as odd, it is called " The Half Orphan Asylum/' 
I was puzzled for the moment as to whether this 
bisectional condition of the children were moral 
or physical ; my idea of an orphan being a child 
deprived of its father's fostering care, or one 
entirely destitute of parents. I have since been 
informed that this institution is for the reception of 
children who have lost either parent 

In America, however, it may be the case that 
many a free-bom citizen is orphanised, apart from 
the ordinary contingencies of existence. I read an 
account of a father appearing before a magistrate, 
leading a pretty little child by the hand, for which 
he demanded admission to the workhouse, on the 
ground that he had lately mairied a second wife, 
who would not be troubled with the care of her 
predecessor's offspring. The woithy magistrate, 
added the account, reproved the unnatural conduct 
of the father, and stated that he would adopt the 
imfortunate infant himself. 

There are admirable institutions for the relief of 
the afflicted in every way. Penitentiaries, reforma- 
tories, and the like, abound in New York. 

The Catholics have several fine establishments for 
reclaiming the fallen, as well as for succouring help- 
less innocence. 

There has been in time past some little difficulty 
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on the religious question in connection with the 
education of orphans; but that having been 
adjusted, I believe on a firm and permanent basis, 
all will doubtiess go well in future. 

It is a subject worthy of the highest praise, that, 
as a rule, Americans are just on the religious ques- 
tion, and out of the funds devoted by the munici- 
pality to charitable purposes, relieve all alike. 

The Catholic society of St. Vincent of Paul gets 
its share in proportion with the Protestant bene- 
volent institutions. 

Much private charity is dispensed through the 
winter, and the relief of the poor by the authorities 
is conducted on a liberal scale. 

The Rev. Mr. Beecher called on his congregation 
to contribute with more than usual liberality on one 
Sunday morning during the winter. He demanded 
a more than Uberal donation from every one, aa 
he intended to hand over the amount collected 
to the Catholic charities, of whose good works 
he spoke in terms that did honour to his truth- 
ful appreciation of the merit of those from whom 
in doctrinal views he so entirely differed. 

Like all people of quick temperament, the Ameri- 
can has fine impulse for good, on which, to do him 
justice, he is wont to act, as the numerous charitable 
institutions of New York and other large cities 
amply testify. 
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I have alluded slightly to mendicancy elsewhere ; 
but there is a fonn of it which deserves especial 
notice, and that is the begging-letter system, which 
is adopted by " widows '' and " orphans/' 

These interesting claimants on the bounty of the 
benevolent are generally young and well-looking. 
They intrude themselves into the "stores'' and 
'^ counting-rooms " of men of business, and instances 
are known of their having extorted money in cases 
where they had fiEiiled to obtain alms. 

Sometimes a pale, interesting youth makes an 
application for employment, fortified by letters of 
recommendation from ministers and Sunday-school 
teachers, according to which he is a model of piety 
and worth. A character, to which further investiga- 
tion of his case does not entitle him. 

There are such abxmdant means for the relief of 
distress in New York, both from public and private 
sources, that beggars of this and every other descrip- 
tion are to be viewed with distrust, if not consigned 
to the fostering care of the law. 



GENERAL REMAEES. 



No one who lias not seen New York can form 
nny idea of it from the account given by Americans, 
or rather " New Yorkers," — I must be forgiven the 
word. " Elegant " is a term they so universally mis- 
apply, that Ly unintentionally mislead in\eir 
descriptions, whether written or oral. 

They also use pretentious terms in spealdng of 
persons, places, and things. A shabby-looking 
piece of badly kept ground, they call a park, for 
under this description must come the open space in 
front of the City Hall. They do not understand 
correctly the use of architectural terms which they 
apply to their buildings. They pronounce eulogies 
on statues and pubUc works of art which are simply 
detestable. They talk of their "lovely'' city, in 
which no trace of loveliness can be discovered. 
They declare New York to be a " superior kind of 
Paris," and state Broadway to be the finest 
thoroughfare in the world. 

Their national greatness is an inexhaustible 
theme on which they love to dilate. 

I was much struck by a conversation which took 
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place in my presence between an American and a 
young Englifihmaa. The former was what is termed 
*^ blowing " about the future of America. 

"Yes," he said, "that glorious bird, that eternal 
Eagle, is destined to spread her wings over the world." 

" Ah 1 '* said the Englishman. 

"Already," continued the American, "she has 
extended them fix)m the Atlantic to the Pacific." 

** Yes," said the Englishman. 

"And she will,** added the American, " in due 
time cover with them the plains of Mexico, and the 
wilderness of Canada." 

" You think so," said the Englishman. 

" That's so," said the American ; " and she will go 
on, and spread and spread them till — ^" 

He paused for a moment, and the Englishman 
finished the sentence for him by saying, " Yes, till 
she sphts herself." 

The misuse of terms often renders conversation a 
difficulty. I was told that an individual with whom 
I had been conversing was " a real clever man ; " as 
I had found him remarkably the reverse, I was 
beginning to think that perhaps he might be one of 
those who verify the statement that language was 
given us to conceal our thoughts, but was relieved 
from this apprehension by discovering that "clever" 
in American, means kind. 

Another expression " lovely," was also a difficulty 
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to me. A person with whom I was conversmg 
spoke of his niece, whom he pointed out to me as 
she was entering a ball-room, '^ as the loveliest girl 
in the room," The yoimg lady in question having a 
hare lip, and a squint, and I think, the most terrible 
head of hair I ever saw in a ball, or any other room, 
I trembled to think of the set of gorgons I was 
about to encounter, but to my infinite relief dis- 
covered that the term referred to moral not physical 
excellence, in fact that '* lovely '' means amiable in 
the Manhattan tongue. 

As I have already said, prisons are not a subject 
on which I intend to dwell ; but I must say, in reply 
to the assertions made with regard to the superior 
mamier in which they are conducted, that there was 
^^^ v«y temL in .. account I »aW a 
wretched woman, who was taken up for drunken- 
ness, being locked up all night in a cell with her 
dying infant, which expired before morning. 

The name of the city prison of New York is in 
itself terrible ; it is called the Tombs, and is built in 
what the guide books state to be the Egyptian style 
of architecture. 

An Asylum for Inebriates is an institution of, I 
believe, recent growth ; its usefulness is very great, 
for not only has it restored to a sound mind those 
who had become victims to drink, but has so much 
improved their general health as to enable them to 
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recast the baneful excessive use of stimulants so 
frequently the destruction of many whose talents 
are calculated to make them both useful and orna- 
mental members of society. . 

The wharves of New York are very extensive, but 
the condition ip which they, as well as the streets 
adjoining, are allowed to remain, is perfectly dis- 
gusting, as* well as highly dangerous. 

The good merchants and traders are too busy to 
think of having them kept free from obstruction, 
cleaned, paved properly, or drained. A casual 
observer would think this a case of more haste than 
speed, for business must be actually impeded by the 
existing state of things, and valuable space reck- 
lessly sacrificed ; to say nothing of the risk to life 
and limb, which is houf ly incurred by all who are 
called upon to traverse those dangerous water-side 
thoroughfares, thronged as they are by cars and 
other vehicles, together with multitudes of foot- 
passengers. 

Having been told there were no beggars in 
America, I was not a little surprised to find them in 
the streets, both numerous and persistent. There 
are plenty of institutions for the relief of distress, 
but the beggar is alike all over the world, and shuns 
any offer of assistance that would lead to an inves- 
tigation respecting him. Children infest the streets, 
sent out to beg for infamous parents^ who will not 
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work for their otsti support, much less for that of 
their miserable offspring. 

That there is a great deal of real distress in New 
York and Brooklyn is ioo true, and distress which 
far exceeds the means of relief, which is dealt out 
with no sparing hands. 

There are National Benevolent Societies under 
the auspices of the patron saints of the United 
Kingdom. 

I had only a specimen of the St. Andrew's 
Society, which, I regret to say, was anything but 
calculated to impress me favourably as regards the 
good taste or breeding of its members. 

There are very good clubs in New York ; I was 
introduced at three of them, where I experienced 
every courtesy a visitor could expect from a body of 
gentlemen on whom he had no other claim than that 
of a stranger or foreigner. 

I regret to be unable to record my impressions of 
the superior classes of New York society, although 
I am bound to state I have met with remarkably 
agreeable people in my limited intercourse w4th the 
polite world there. 

One of the most terrible examples of our fallen 
nature I have encountered is the fast swell of New 
York. 

He is simply terrible, for he displays all the folly 
of the European original without a trace of the 
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refinement which the latter in some cases may 

possess. 

He is often the spoilt child of some successful 

costermonger, and inherits much of the feeling and 

habite of his respected progenitor. 

You can detect him at once, before he opens his 

mouth, by his dress and demeanour. 

He is, of course, ashamed of his parents, and passes 

his time amid the most worthless companions with 

which a large and profligate city can furnish him. 
He has, of course^ been in Europe, and knows 

Paris better than a Parisian, though he has failed to 

get hold of the language- 
He has plenty of money, which renders him as 

dangerous as a pestilence to many of his fellow 

creatures, on whom he will lavish wealth if they will 

but consent to become sources of gratification to his 

depraved appetites. 

Thoroughly debased by selfishness and luxury, his 

brutalized nature revels in all that can degrade one 

man or disgust another. 



2 



BROOKLYN. 



Brooklyn, or as it has been called the City of 
Churches, situated on Long Island, is of Dutch 
origin, and occupies the same relative position to 
New York that Southwark does to London. 

Li order to reach it, the East River must be 
crossed. Feny-boats of great size and strength, 
worked, of course, by steam, axe constantly ruimiiig, 
night and day. 

So great is the traffic between New York and 
Brooklyn, that at no less than seventeen ferries 
these steamers are constantly parsing and repassing, 
which, at morning and evening especially, are 
crowded ; Brooklyn being the place of residence of 
the vaat majority of the less wealthy men carrying 
on business in New York. 

As far as the transit is concerned, these boats are 
very weU managed, few accidente or delays occurring 
even in winter, when the ice renders navigation 
difficult ; the only risk incurred is through the impa- 
tience of passengers, who will rush on board at the 
moment of the boat starting, and frequently get a 
ducking for their pains. 
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Nor is this the only danger. The dock hj which 
the boat is approached is divided so as to have a 
way for carriages and carts, distinct &om two 
passages for foot passengers ; but such is the violent 
huny with which men wiU rush down these pas- 
sages that they have been known to be knocked 
over the barrier and crushed by the carriages. 

On either side of the boat there are two cabins, 
one for ladies, the other for gentlemen ; fix)m the 
former men are not excluded, though smoking is 
pn,Hbited, ^i 4e« is printed of a.e wi . 
notice, not by any means attended to, requesting 
gentlemen, out of respect to the ladies, not to stain 
the floor with their tobacco juice. These cabins are 
famished with seats, and heated by means of steam, 
which renders them at times very oppressive. 

There is a project for connecting New York and 
Brooklyn by a suspension bridge ; but, as usual, 
there ia so much jobbery and robbery anticipated in 
its erection that the public is shy of taking stock in 
it ; and, of course, the ferry-boat company is doing 
all in its power to oppose a plan so fatal to its 
revenues. 

Neither opposition nor any other cause is likely, 
however, to prevent the work being carried out, as 
the rapidly increasing popidation renders it an 
imperative necessity. 

The heights of Brooklyn, to which I have already 
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referred, axe occupied by very fine houses; these, 
and the streets a4Joining, ore inhabited by some of 
the wealthiest New York merchants ; though I am 
obSged to state that it is not considered at all 
*' style " to live in Brooklyn. 

The view of the river fix)m this point is good, 
though there is no beautiftd coimtry to look upon, 
the principal features being, the City of New York, 
Governor's Island, and the shipping. 

A very few years back Brooklyn was a quiet 
village, and not very old men can point out spots 
in the heart of the city which were in their memo- 
ries favourite rustic places of recreation, where, 
after a hot dusty walk in the country, you might 
have regaled yourself with " a cracker and a bowl 
of milk." 

Brooklyn is now a humble imitation of New 
York, with avenues, cars, markets, and shops, like 
its sister city. It abounds in chiirches of every de- 
nomination, the Presbyterian and Methodist being 
the wealthiest. 

The Episcopalians here, as elsewhere, are highly 
respectable. 

The Catholics, as usual, take in all the veiy 
poorest class, as the appearance of their churches 
amply testifies. 

Brooklyn is cheap as compared with New York, 
but the rent of a good house, as I have before 
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stated, is about two thousand dollars a year, and 
there are numbers, the cost of which far exceeds 
that amount, and which rival in appearance the 
residences of the wealthy in New York. 

Clinton Avenue can boast some of the most 
agreeable looking villas IVe seen in America, and 
by their style remind one of English homes, though 
some of them are decidedly cockneyfied. 

The aspect of many of the sti-eets in Brooklyn is 
very didL There are one or two large hotels 
which may be regarded rather as boarding houses 
than inns. Schools abound here; especially cele- 
brated among which is the Packer Institute, a day 
school for young ladies foimded by a wealthy person 
of that name. 

There are several educational institutions con- 
ducted by the Catholics, as the strict adherents to 
that religion do not send their children to the 
public schools. 

There are parts of Brooklyn so quiet and retired 
as to remind one of some out-of-the-way foreign 
town, since many of the streets still retain the 
impress of their Dutch origin, the houses being 
built of wood, painted white, and fitted with green 
Venetian shutters. 

They are, in general, kept scrupulously clean, 
and for the most part are approached by flights of 
steps, which are generally called by their Dutch 



88 THE GEEAT OOUNTEY. 

name of " stoop " or " stoup *' ; — I do not know wticli 
way it is spelt, nor, I think, do the people them- 
selves. Trees are planted on either side of the 
streets, and give a pleasing appearance to them, to 
say nothing of the shade they afford in summer. 

Brooklyn is as badly kept, with respect to light- 
ing, paving, &c., as New York, and the reason 
ascribed for this state of things is also the same : 
viz., the utter corruptness of the municipality. 

None of the churches are fine ; the one belonging 
to the Episcopalians called Trinity is the best 
looking, externally, but is remarkable for some of 
the most atrocious stained glass that ever dis- 
figured any edifice, sacred or profane. 

The Catholics have some tolerable churches, and 
the foundations for their cathedral in Clinton 
Avenue give promise of a magnificent edifice, to 
be built of grey granite. 

As to the title City of Churches, I can only say 
that places of worship of all denominations abound 
in Brooklyn ; and, whilst on this subject, I may as 
well remark on the external religious aspect of 
both this city and New York. 

My experience of popular religion is necessarily 
superficial, and all the information on the subject 
is such as I have been able to derive fix>m casual 
observation, and my remarks must be taken as 
emanating from one who has had no means of 
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judging as to the truth of either the efficacy of the 
vaxious sectSi or the various scandals circulated 
respecting them. As usual, for the most part^ one 
sect abuses the other, though all agree to differ. 

In no places in the world can Sunday be observed 
more perfectly as a holiday than it is in both New 
York and Brooklyn ; the shops are closed as far as 
business is concerned, though the shutters are not 
up, and in many cases the goods are exposed to 
view, which serves as a Sunday advertisement 

All the liquor shops are sealed up, except to a 
few of the initiated, who know how to get a drink 
on the sly. 

The Germans take to the steps of their doors; 
the Irish lounge about, and the Negroes assemble 
in the streets to enjoy the day of rest It is true 
the last-named keep to their own party, for though 
some of the intense hatred entertained for them by 
their white brethren may have subsided, yet the races 
rarely mix, except in a car, or at a drinking bar. 

The darkies have their own chapels and schools, 
and he would indeed be considered a dirty black- 
guard who was seen talking to a coloured girl, and 
none but the lowest of the low would thus degrade 
himself ; so at least I was told by the conductor of 
a street car, for being of an inquiring turn, I talked 
much to the natives who, though civil, were rarely 
communicative. Frequentiy the only reply I got 
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to a cut-and-dried speech was, " How ? '* or " How'a 
that?*' two fevourite forms of interrogative with 
this people. 

I tried them with the language of Shakspere, in 
which I was told they were proficients, but it was a 
failure, for no one seemed either to speak or under- 
stand it, and when I said, " How now, what cheer, 
my masters ? '^ " By my troth," or even " Perdition 
catch my soul ! ^' the only reply I could get, was^ 
*' How 1 '' 

To return to Sunday ; every one spends it as may 
suit •individual tastes or views. The Presbyterian, 
Baptist, and Methodist bodies devote the whole day 
to chiirch and Sunday school, where the yoimg 
people a^emble in laxge gatherings, especiaUy at 
the latter, the girls dressed out in their very finest, 
and the lads in their Sunday best 

It seems a pleasant pastime for them ; but the 
poor children, who are sadly over-dressed, must be 
wearied to death with long services and a hot school 
room, which they have to endure for the greater part 
of Sunday. Such are the means by which these 
worthy people train up their children in ways of 
righteousness, hoping, by such a system, to make 
them take delight in Sunday — and thus a deeply- 
rooted affection for religion is likely to be implanted 
in youthful minds ! 

It is said that men frequently make up for the 
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religious restraint imposed in their youth, by never 
entering a church in after-life. 

Brooklyn is named the City of Churches fix)m 
having been one of the very early settlements of the 
descendants of the Pilgrim Fathers, and in the wall 
of one of the churches is seen built-in a fragment of 
the Plymouth Rock, on which those fugitives from 
reUgious persecution originaUy landed, and soon set 
to work to persecute in their turn all in the New 
World who presumed to differ from them in matters 
of Faith. Sabbataiianism was supreme here, and 
even now the Puritanical leaven still works, though 
very feebly. 

The great, so-called religious lion of the place is 
Mr. Beecher, who attracts crowds every Sunday. 

When I heard him he was in full force, having 
just returned from his annual holiday, which ho 
prudently takes during the great heat, returning to 
delight his many hearers when the evenings grow 
cookr. 

In this respect he resembles some of his brethren 
on the other side of the Atlantic, for I have often 
observed at the West End of London a notice on 
the doors of certain fashionable churches and chapels 
stating that they were closed for repairs and cleaning, 
a process they appear to require annually, just at 
the time when the sea air is more agreeable than the 
heat and dust of London. 
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The temple dedicated to the service of Beecher is 
a very plain — ^it might be called ugly — ^building ; but 
the arrangements for the comfort of the pcw-holders 
are excellent, the seats being ample in width and 
luxuriously cushioned. 

The principal object in the building is the organ, 
which occupies the position that the high altar would 
in a Catholic church ; in front of this is the gallery 
for the choir, and just below this is a small platform 
for the preacher. 

By half-past seven o'clock the building was filled 
with a vast assemblage, the majority of which had 
been there since the opening of the doors. 

The time of waiting was beguiled by pleasant 
chatting, or the perusal of a newspaper, and at half- 
past seven the organ struck up, and shortly after the 
choir, chiefly composed of ladies, commenced an 
anthem. 

The preacher had meanwhile taken his seat on 
the platform, attired in a frock coat, black trousers 
and waistcoat, wearing a gold chain, and a black 
silk tie, his appearance being that of a good-natured 
man of some fifty odd years of age. 

The anthem finished, he rose, approached a desk, 
and read a portion of a chapter from the New 
Testament, or, as he termed it, "from Luke's Gospel"; 
tins selection over, a hjmn was sung by the congre- 
gation in a very ineflfective style, considering the 
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numbers who seemed to take paxt in it, reminding 
one of the chorus at Exeter Hall, in which at one 
time there were a great many dummies. 

The hymn concluded, a remarkably common- 
place prayer was delivered, which resembled in 
style the addresses made by municipal coiporations 
and other bodies to Queen Elizabeth and her suc- 
cessors when they made royal progresses. 

This prayer over, next came the feature of the 
evening, tiie sermon. The text was fix»m^ the 
Gk)spel, the subject, our Lord receiving publicans 
and sinners. Never was a sacred theme more 
strangely handled, and to the majority of English 
people it would have been most shocking. 

The idea of the parable of the Prodigal Son, 
which the preacher introduced, and styled a 
religious novel, being made comic, was something 
new, at any rate to me, and all credit is due to Mr. 
Beecher for the masterly way in which he gave two 
characters — ^the elder brother disgusted at the recep- 
tion which the prodigal received at his father's 
hands, and the servant who told him of it, whom 
Mr. Beecher made the comic man of the story. 

It is very evident that pathos is not Mr. Beecher's 
forte, for when he tried to be pathetic over the 
erring prodigal and his forgiving father, his grief 
was such as Mr. Buckstone is wont to display. 

Of satire, Mr. Beecher is a master, and his sly 
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hits at the peculiarities of his countrymen were 
given in tet-L, «yle, « «« to poSta of ti>e 
self-righteoiis and covetous man. 

His audience keenly appreciated his fun, as bursts 
of laughter, and sometimes applause, indicated. 

It is a matter of deep regret that Mr. Beecher 
should not have adopted the stage as a profession, for 
assuredly then would America have produced one 
good actor of eccentric parts. 

The sermon ended, a short, very short prayer was 
made, a hymn was sung, less eflFectively than the 
preceding one, and with a blessing the congregation 
was dismissed, the whole affair having occupied 
about two hours, out of which an hour and a quarter 
was taken up by the sermon. 

At the conclusion of the affair, the preacher 
entered into lively conversation with those around 
him. 

Had Mr. Beecher's discourse been addressed to a 
religious commimity, or a body of clergy, it would 
have been highly salutary, no doubt, that the 
preacher should have denoimced self-righteousness, 
and have told them that the publican and the 
harlot would enter Heaven before the professor of 
reUgion who was wanting in charity and mercy ; 
but since his audience was composed of probably as 
worldly a set of people as New York could furnish, 
it did seem superfluous, to say the least, to warn 
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them against too scrupulous an attention to the 
externals of religion. 

Such preaching as Mr. Beecher's would not be 
tolerated, of course, in any but a vulgar congrega- 
tion ; his flippancy and levity being calculated to 
shock refined, and utterly disgust reUgious, persons ; 
but he is well adapted to attract the thoughtless 
crowd. 

He is said to be a thoroughly liberal-minded man, 
free from aU sectarian rancour ; but reUgion is with 
him so evidently a matter of trade that it revolts 
one's sense of decency ; in support of which asser- 
tion one has only to refer to the fact that the seats 
in his church are put up at auction and sold to the 
highest bidder, making the Gospel as preached by 
Beecher a luxury for the rich. 

It is not too much to say that all idea of religious 
instruction is lost in hearing him, as his style of 
preaching reminds one more of a comic reading than 
anything else ; and as his church is let out occasion- 
ally for such a purpose during the week, small 
wonder if those who attend there get a confused 
idea as to which is religion and which is amuse- 
ment. 

There are several other popular preachers among 
the difierent sects in New York, and all have their 
admirers; but not one of them has ever held his 
place so long in public estimation as Mr. Beecher. 



96 THE GBEAT OOUNTBY. 

Eeligion cannot be' Bald to have a very strong 
hold on the people, nor is it likely that it woidd 
with the masses in kny country where self-assertion, 

great national characteristics ; and though it may be 
Urged that many Americans -are members of the 
various churches with which all their large cities 
abound, it is most certain that vast numbers of them 
belong to no church at aU. 

In some cases they do not go on account of the 
want of novelty in the subject of the sermons. One 
man said that he had been much annoyed on going 
to church, for he heard the preacher tell an old stoiy 
about some loaves and fishes, which he had heard 
years before. 

Spiritualism in this country assumes a religious 
form, and advertises its Sunday services together 
with all the other churches. 

It is not extaordii^iary, perhaps, that the Americans 
should take to spiritualism, because it is often the 
case that sharp people are easily imposed on. 

One is, at times, taken aback to meet with 
educated people in other countries who are not 
superior to the influence of such a transparent im- 
position ; but in a country where no Censor Morum 
would be listened to or tolerated, no check can be 
imposed on charlatans, or the infatuation of their 
victims. 
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The Americans miist-Iiave excitement, and reli^ 
gious adventurers have a vast field for their operation 
among them. There is a great deal of church going, 
as it is the only pastime on Sundays which is 
allowed by veiy many; and some new thing is 
eagerly sought after. ' 

• I have heard, though some deny it, that the 
German theatre in Bowery used once to be open on 
Sunday. Sacred Concerts, so-called, I know not 
why, are now held in New York, and are well 
attended ; the selection of music not being always 
such as would attract the serious-minded, or come 
under the head of sacred, according to our view of 
the subject. 

There axe not now as many popular preacher 
as usual ; in fact, I was told by one man that he 
was about to go into that line, as there was an 
opening in New York. 

TlLe music in some of the churches is what 
Americans caU ** elegant,'' but, from an ecclesiastical 
point of view, it is detestable in taste and style, and 
this remark especially applies to the Catholic 
churches, where the mass is sung to fragments from 
operas, and mawkish English ballads. 

Trinity Church, both in Brooklyn and New York, 
boasts of a fine choir; but the Episcopalians wrangle 
over this as well as -over every other point connected 
with their service. The squabbles between the 
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bishops of that commioiioii and the clergy are 
amusing, if not edifying. 

The Ritualists have a jsmall church in New York 
where they out-St-Alban St. Alban's ; and at one 
church, where a High Church bishop censured a Low 
Church minister for preaching at a non-Episcopal 
Church, to respeea™ parZ» kicked up such « 
row that the police had to interfere, and turned out 
congregation, bishop, and all 

Many of the churches which were Dutch and 
Grerman originally, are now in the hands of 
Americans, 

The Jews have their synagogues, which are no- 
thing remarkable. 

The religion of the poorer classes is the Catholic, 
owing to the vast immigration of Irish. 

The Germans are not conspicuous for any par- 
ticular religious form or fervour; but are quiet, 
inoflfensive members of society, wherever they 
settle. 

There was a time when a theatre in Brooklyn 
would have been held as an abomination in the eyes 
of its innabitants ; and it was with some difficulty 
they were induced to co-operate in the erection of 
an Academy of Mu6ic, from which all theatrical 
performances, however, were to be excluded ; but as 
it was discovered that unless operas were permitted 
the speculation would be a failure, the all powerful 
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dollar caxried the day : and now there are not only 
weekly operatic performances, but frequently "Ertage 
plays'' given at the Academy; whilst a small theatre 
near the City Hall is open with theatrical represen- 
tations all the year round. 

It is, I believe, in contemplation to build a large 
theatre near the same spot ; so utterly and entirely 
has the spirit of Puritanism been laid in one of its 
former strongholds. 

In addition to these places of amusement there 
is a small theatre devoted to Nigger Minstrelsy, 
imder the direction of Mr. Hooley, at which a most 
amusing representative of darkie humour, Archie 
Hughes, nightly delights large audiences. 

Brooi^is prefZd as . reddence by many who 
do not care about being considered "style,'' and 
there is a great deal of agreeable social intercourse 
among its inhabitants, I believe. 

Of course it is not my intention in any way to refer 
to the hospitality I experienced, nor to the agreeable 
circle with which I had the good fortune to be 
associated ; but I can bear testimony to the spirited 
manner in which some of the public balls were con- 
ducted at the Academy of Music. 

Brooklyn has many libraries and scientific insti- 
tutions. Nor is it wanting in places for out-door 
recreation. Prospect Park, in the course of for- 
mation, is a weU-situated pleasure ground, com- 

h2 
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manding an extensive view of Brooklyn and New 
York. It has no natural beauty of situation to 
commend it, but much has been done to render it 
an agreeable promenade. 

The population of Brooklyn has of late years 
increased so much, and so rapidly, that it threatens 
soon to rank as one of the largest cities of the Union. 
Long Island, on which it is situated, contains many 
places of interest, and is memorable as having been 
the scene of the battle in which the British troops, 
under Sir Henry Clinton and Lord Comwallis, 
defeated the rebels in August, 1776. 
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This, wldcE may be called the other arm of New 
York, corresponding to Brooldjrn, lies across the 
North River or Mouth of the Hudson, and is reached 
by ferry boats much better appointed than those 
that ply between New York and Brooklyn. 

Jersey City is not considered "style** at all, except 
bad style, as it is the residence of the inferior, t. e., 
the poorer class, of New York. 

All the worst crimes are committed here, and 
altogether it is not a place to dwell either in, or 
upon; it being a repetition of New York and 
Brooklyn, and inferior to both, in all aspects. 

It would not be visited by strangers at aU, except 
that Cunard's steamers land one on it, and the 
Pennsylvanian railway terminus is situated therein. 
It was from that point that I took my journey south. 
As I have not as yet said anything of Ameri- 
can railways, because I had not fiilly considered 
the subject, and waited till experience had enabled 
me to come to a conclusion about them, I will now 
state my conclusion to be that in general they 
are inferior to European railways, to say nothing 
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of their merits compared with those of English 
lines. 

An American railway station is a very different 
institution from a European one. 

You have to do everything for yourself, and have 
a very good chance of going nowhere if you happen 
to be a stranger, and have not your wits about you. 

No porter of the sturdy British type attends on 
you; no over-officious superintendent looks after 
you. You get your ticket and struggle on with 
your luggage, unless you have had the foresight and 
foreknowledge which may have induced you to check 
it through ; on which subject more anon. 

You then pass on to the platform whence the 
train is about to start, and enter a long carriage, 
calculated to hold from fifty to sixty passengers. 

At either end there is a door, a stove, and other 
conveniences for passengers. Seats, calculated to 
hold two persons each, are arranged down either side 
of this carriage, leaving a passage down the centre. 

These seats are capable of being reversed, so that 
a party of four can make a compartment for them- 
selves, and sit face to face. 

Lamps, in which camphine is burnt, are lighted at 
night. 

The departure of the train is announced by the 
ringing of a large bell attached to the locomotive, 
which also rings loudly as the train approaches a 
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station, or rather a town, through the crowded streets 
of which it runs, not uncommonly with danger to the 
inhabitants, the only safeguard against accident 
being the ringing of this bell, and occasional notices, 
at points where the road crosses the rail : '^ Look 
out for the engine/' 

In front of the engine there is a sort of bulwark 
placed, called "a cow catcher," which is intended 
to lift anything off the lines that may be in the 
way. 

It is not unusual for an imhappy cow to wander 
on to the line. I have seen several running before 
the tram; they were young aad inexperienced, 
consequently one of the party met its deatL 

The trainfl in general travel very slowly, and are 
by no means safe. I will not be unjust to them by 
making sweeping assertions, but give my experience 
as I proceed on my journey. 

I think the New Jersey and Philadelphia Rail- 
way Station one of the best in the vicinity of New 
York ; but, as I have said before, you must look out 
for your train and for everything eke. 

As regards your luggage, the best plan is to 
have it what is termed "checked through," the 
meaning and working of which I will explain here- 
after by a practical illustration of the advantages 
thereof, as well as its possible disadvantages if done 
inadvertently. 
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Leaving New York at half-past six, one reaches 
.Philadelphia about eleven; but on arriving there 
the journey from the station to the hotel appears 
interminable^ though performed in a four-horse 
coach, which, I should say, had belonged to the first 
President, so antiquated is its style, and so imeasily 
does it whirl you along over infamously paved 
roads, through the whole length of the city. 

Turning comers of the sharpest description, and 
bumping you against foreign substances, must be 
the idea an American coachman has of a joke. 

I was by no means pleased with my journey, for 
the springs of the carriage were defective, and I 
felt more secure when I got out at the Continental 
Hotel, which is a fine house, and considered a good 
hotel by Americans. It was very crowded, and I 
had some difficulty in getting a very bad cup of tea. 

There is nothing in the appearance of Phila- 
delphia to gratify a stranger. It lies very low. The 
streets are good, and some of the private residences 
handsome. 

In many parts of the city the houses have a 
simplicity of appearance denoting their Quaker 
origin ; though here as elsewhere that body is 
Tapidly disappearing, the peculiar dress which once 
distinguished the members of the Society of Friends 
being now only worn by a few of the old people, 
Quakerism, indeed, being at present less a religious 
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than a social bond by wliich fEunilies are held 
together. 

The name of the city, "Brotherly Love,'* was 
given it by William Perm, its Quaker foimder, 
whose memory one has been taught to respect as 
that of one of those men who seemed to have some 
idea of justice in his dealings with the Aborigines ; 
and also with the Swedes, who were the occupants 
of this part of the country when Penn first landed. 

The English held possession of the city in 1778, 
after their victories of Brandy Wine and German- 
town. 

Brotherly love did not reign supreme here in 
1844, when a riot broke out between the Pro- 
testants and Catholics, which the presence of the 
military was necessary to quell; but this was not 
done till many lives had been sacrificed and several 
Catholic churches destroyed. 

The situation of the city would quite prepare one 
to think it unhealthy, and the ravages made by 
cholera and yellow fever tend to confirm this 
opinion. 

Here was the residence of the first President of 
the United States ; and here Congress held its meet- 
ings till nearly the end of last century in State 
House or Independence Hall, an ugly building, 
but interesting to Americans as the scene of the 
adoption of the Declaration of Independence. 
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It contains a statue of Washington^ and portraits 
of the worthies who figured at that memorable 
epoch of tmnsatlantic history. 

The United States Mint and the Navy Yard are 
in this city. 

Churches belonging to every denomination 
abound^ those belonging to the Quakers being 
the fewest; the Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and 
Boman Catholics having the largest and most 
important of them. 

They are none of them entitled to any special 
notice from an architectural point of view, but the 
spires and towers of some of them give an imposing 
appearance to the city from a distance. 

One Quakers' meeting-house is remarkable as 
having been built by those anomalous individuals, 
" The Fighting Quakers," who figured in the War of 
Independence. 

One of the most important ecclesiastical edifices 
in Philadelphia is the Catholic Cathedral, a fine 
church in the classic style of architecture. It being 
Passion week when I visited it, the pictures and 
frescoes were covered, to the great regret of a very 
polite official, who was most anxious to show me 
everything. But, from the peep I got at one 
" masterpiece," and also from what I had already 
seen of American decorative art, I do not think I 
had any very great loss in not having seen them. 
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One of the great features of Philadelphia is 
Qirard's College, an Orphan Asylmn, founded ac- 
cording to the will of an eccentric old gentleman^ 
whose name it bears. 

The building is large, and well adapted for its 
purpose. A statue of the founder has been placed 
at the foot of the grand staircase, under which his 
remains have been deposited. 

He was a Frenchman, and a Catholic, but having 
abandoned his religion, seems to have resolved that 
his protdg^s, in aU times, should be educated without 
a creed, since it is a provision of his will that no 
clergyman of any description shall be allowed to 
enter the building on any pretence whatever. 

Five hundred unfortunate children are at present 
under tMs fostering care. 

The Academy of Music is a fine theatre, and will 
accommodate three thousand persons. 

Libraries and institutions abound ; as do hospitals 
and other charitable institutions. 

There are hotels in abundance, the principal being 
..e continental. wUch enjoy, a repuU 6.;:^ 
yond its merits. 

I am perhaps a little spiteful because my luggage 
went astray between New York and Philadelphia, 
and I had, consequently, a most comfortless night 

Candour compels me to admit that I alone was in 
fault about the luggage, as the system of ^^expressing'' 
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it, SO universally adopted in America^ is the best 
possible. 

You have merely to address your luggage, and 
book it at an office of the express company. It is 
taken from your residence, and delivered with 
punctuality and speed as addressed ; and the same 
method is adopted on your arrival anywhere by 
train. 

An agent of the company comes into the car, you 
give him your luggage ticket, and state where you 
wish it sent, he enters the particulars in a book, 
and gives you a check ; all care of it is at an end, 
as far as you are concerned. But make up your 
mind as to where it is to go, for you'll have great 
trouble in making any change. This system is 
especially advantageous in a country where cabs 
are almost unknown, and coach-hire is an infamous 
extortion. 

The water-works at Philadelphia are among the 
sights ; but I did not visit them, as, from a distance, 
they gave me the impression of being like the water- 
works everywhere else. 

The cemetery is also a place you are specially 
invited to visit ; for, in this city, as elsewhere, the 
offer of a seat in a pew and of a visit to the cemetery 
are two forms of showing hospitality in which the 
natives deUght. 

The markets in Philadelphia are large and well 



JKBSET CITT. 109 

supplied, but tie quaHty of the food, judging from 
hotel fare, is not better here than elsewhere. 

The poultry is very fine in appearance, and I am 
inclined to think that " the Friends " keep up in the 
New World the reputation for good living which is 
accorded them in the Old 

Philadelphia is full of life and bustle ; its manu- 
factures, especially of iron, hold an important place 
in the commercial world. 

There are abundant means of amusement, I am 
told; but I saw none but theatres and billiard- 
rooms. The former enjoy a high reputation among 
Americans; the latter are thronged here, as they are 
in all cities throughout the States. 

A few days' sojourn in Philadelphia would satisfy 
any one not engaged in business ; in fact, an idle 
man feels himself to be in the way among a people 
so devoted to the pursuit of gain, as are the inhabit- 
ants of these northern cities. 

For this reason I protest against aU letters of 
introduction to men of business, unless they be 
letters of credit. You put yourself to the trouble of 
going to call on a man to whom you have an intro- 
duction; he knows your brother or your uncle in 
Europe. You make your way through the crowded 
wharf or street to his store ; he reads the letter you 
present, shakes hands, says he's glad to see you, asks 
a few questions about the friend who has introduced 
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you, goes into trade, of which yoji are ignorant ; or 
worse, touches on •politics, about which you are indif- 
ferent or disgusted. You rise to escape ; he catches 
at the idea of losing you with indecent haste ; but 
to amend this defect says, " 111 be glad to have you 
step in another time that you are passing, and see 
ma'' You hasten to relieve his apprehensions on 
this point by assuring him, mth expressions of re- 
gret of course, that you are leaving by the train that 
afternoon. It is then his turn to express regret, but 
it is a failure : he can't do it ; a bright thought, how- 
ever, occurs to him that you will be visiting the 
city again, and then he'll see you ; to which you 
make a suitable reply, very much at variance with 
the thoughts that are crossing your mind at the 
moment, and bow yourself out. 

I have no doubt that there is great hospitality 
shown in America, though I believe the reputation 
for this was always enjoyed rather by the inha- 
bitants of the Southern than by those of the 
Northern States. 

I did not visit the prisons of Philadelphia, but 
was somewhat sharply snubbed by a worthy Phila- 
delphian for venturing to make some remarks on 
the silent system, and told I knew nothing about it ; 
and, as I was merely quoting from the work 
of a popular English author on the subject, I was 
silenced. 
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It wa^r I admit, without regret that I quitted this 
abode of love, and started by an afternoon train for 
Baltimore. I met rather an agreeable companion in 
the c€ur, quite a young man, who told me he had run 
away fix)m home to join the war when sixteen, 
in flat opposition to his father's wilL He had been 
rewarded, however, for his dutiftd conduct by a 
silver plate conferred on him by one section of his 
coimtiymen in compensation for another section 
having shot away a piece of his skuU. I don't think 
he gained much more than this by his military 
exploits, for his health, like his head, was fearfully 
shattered. Indeed I was inclined to think his 
intellect impaired, not because he jumped out of the 
car as we iapproached Baltimore when the train 
waa going at good speed, for such is the practice of 
the country, but because he invited me to do the 
same in order to make a short cut to the hotel by 
means of a street car which would only cost six 
cents, whereas a place in a carriage from the station 
would be a dollar at least. In his hurried flight he 
left his slippers behind. I took them with me to 
Bamum hotel and left them at the bar, so, if he 
should read this, hell know where to find them, and 
I shall have earned the gratitude of at least one 
American for having written a book. The journey 
from Philadelphia to Baltimore occupies about 
seven hours. 
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A LINE of the great national anthem, " Yankee 
Doodle " — I am quoting from memory — states that 
"Baltimore is the dandy." I do not know what 
the American laureate of that day may have meant 
by this expression, but am happy to endorse the 
statement as far as saying that the city is well built 
and very clean. 

In spite of its title of City of Monuments, I 
did not think much of the public buildings. The 
Catholic cathedral struck me as a marvel of ugliness ; 
though it boasts the finest organ in America. 

It is said that society here is much more refined 
than in the more northern cities. 

Ex-President Davis was paying a visit to the city 
about the time I was there, and the hotel was 
thronged from morning till night with visitors 
anxious to do him honour. 

He commands the respect and sympathy of large 
numbers of his countrjrmen, and is also much liked 
in Montreal, where he has been residing of late. 

I do not know that he has any especial claim on 
the sympathy of Englishmen, beyond the fact of his 
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misfortunes and the justice of his cause, for 
assuredly every one must in fairness admit that if 
George Washington be a hero, so is Jeff Davis, the 
only difference between them being the result of the 
ventures in which they embarked, both being 
examples of the distinction between "a wicked 
rebellion *' and " a glorious revolution/' 

Baltimore takes its name from Lord Baltimore, 
and is one of the most uphill cities I ever visited. 
It has a fine harbour : the scene of some sharp 
fighting during the war of 1812. Baltimore is 
spoken of as a stronghold of ''Rebs," a term by 
which the Northern men designate their disaffected 
brethren of the SoutL 

Party feeling ran high here during the late war. 
The mob attacked and worsted some of the United 
States' troops as they passed through the city in 
1861, and a serious riot was the consequence. 

The soldiers were roughly handled. I believe it 
was a Massachusetts regiment, which made a fine 
display, though the glory of the fighting is generally 
given to the Western Men and the Irish and 
German mercenaries ; at least, such is the testimony 
of the Southerners, who allow the claims of those 
whom I have mentioned, while they speak of the 
Eastern Men with great contempt, alluding to the 
vast numbers of new and unused Springfield rifles 
that were picked up on the battle-field after an 
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encounter with the Massachusetts troops. One or 
two military men from that part with whom I fell 
in, gave me the impression of belonging to the 
Bobadil order of fire-eaters, and though vague as 
to the precise battles in which they had performed 
prodigies of valour, spoke repeatedly and loudly of 
having "whipped," and "pounded the South to 
thunder." 

I do not think that, rich though Baltimore be in 
monuments, they would repay the trouble of visiting 
them^ As national works they are doubtless very 
great, but, artistically, the less said about them the 
better. Bamum's hotel was a decided improvement 
on the Continental, though it falls short of a first- 
rate European establishment of the kind. 
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Leayikq Baltmiore hy an early train one reaches 
Waahington in Uttle less than two hours, the 
distance being forty miles. The route is by no 

It was lust at the time of the Johnson Impeach- 
ment that I ™ited Washmgton, and in the L> I 
encountered mote than one Englishman going up 
to witness the intense excitement naturally to be 
expected at the seat of Grovemment at such a 
momentous period as the trial of the Chief Magis- 

« 

trate on so grave a charge as treason against the 
state. But more of this hereafter, let us first con- 
sider Washington iteelf. 

I do not know whether any one has said it 
before me, but am certain that hundreds must have 
thought with me that Washington impresses a 
stranger with the idea of the unfinished suburb of 
a large city. It has been called the City of Immense 
Distances ; I would suggest " Intense Dustiness/' for 
you are dragged, half-smothered, through its prin- 
cipal street, which is ankle-deep in fine sand, 
to a very uncomfortable hotel, called Willards, 
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the ground floor and passages of whicli I found 
crowded by numbers of very inferior-looking men, 
some of whom I was not surprised to have pomted 
out to me as members of Congress. 

Having read in the New York papers that the 
whole civilised world's attention was centred in 
Washington, that Nature herself was paralysed at 
the mighty conflict raging there, that the London 
" Times " was displaying brutal indifference in not 
keeping up constant telegraphic communication 
with Washington, in order to let the Britishers 
know hourly the progress of affairs in which they 
ought to take, if they didn't, the deepest interest, 
I was surprised to find the city so tranquil 

It is difficult to know what the American press 
means by the civilised world, but if taking interest 
in the proceedings of Congress at that particular 
juncture be a sign of belonging to it, then, cer- 
tainly. New York must be excluded from that 
social status, for never was less interest evinced in 
any question than the inhabitants of that city dis- 
played as to the fate of President Johnson. 

At Washington I expected to find men's minds 
and mouths fiUed with the topic, and thought I 
should see many a careworn face betokening the 
gloomy forebodings with which politicians regarded 
the issue of this all absorbing subject; what was my 
surprise, then, to hear, at Washington itself, men 
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speak of the affair with contempt or ridicule, ex- 
cept those who were makiiig political capital out 
of it. 

It was a generally expressed opinion that im- 
peachment was merely a dodge to get " Andy " out 
of power before the coming presidential election. 

From the hotel I hurried to the Capitol, expecting 
to find all the avenues to it thronged by anxious 
politicians. I made my way to the great hall, and 
found it almost deserted. 

Although the form and size of the Capitol may 
be familiar to most of my readers, I feel bound to 
say a little about it. It is a large building of white 
marble, with a fine dome ; and, although fault may 
be found with the architectural proportions of the 
whole building, it has a very imposing appearance, 
situated as it is on an eminence, which renders it 
conspicuous for many miles. 

Strangers are invited to mount to the top of the 
cupola, but they who are wise wiU decline, as the 
prospect firom it wiU not repay the trouble. 

As far as decoration goes, the Capitol is to be 
condoled with, for both sculpture and painting 
disfigure it. Especially do I refer to the works of 
art that adorn the Great Rotunda. Amongst these 
is a small picture of the Goddess of Liberty, which 
gives one a very fair notion of the national taste and 
feeling on that subject. 
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The French have reason to complain that, as far 
as pictorial representation goes, their services in the 
War of Independence are not made prominent. A 
picture of George Washington at home represents 
the father of his country in a court suit, at his rural 
retreat^ Mount Vernon, a circumstance that proves he 
would not have objected to have appeared at St. 
James's in becoming attire. 

As -I am not writing a guide-book, I will not 
dwell any longer on this building in general (beyond 
remarking that it is badly finished in many parts), 
but proceed to the Hall of Representatives, on the 
floor of which all the genius of the country has 
spoken— and spat It is a fine room, and, in the 
opinion of Americans, " whips the Universe/' 

Even here, in the very heart of the Capitol, at the 
moment that the Collective Wisdom of the country 
was assembled to try the President, there was no 
excitement ; this intense tranquillity may have been 
an indication of the calm philosophic American 
popular mind, but, to a foreigner, it looked like 
supreme indifference. 

About the halls and passages a few stragglers 
were to be met with, an occasional official, and a stray 
policeman. Once the monotony of the scene was 
varied by an officer m full uniform, hurrying across 
the hall ; they told me his name was Thomas. 

Occasionally, during the session of Congress, some 
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lively little episode will occur^ such as the follow* 
ing: — A stranger sends his card into the house 
for a certain member, the said stranger being one 
of the constituents of the member in question — 
one who has been useful during the election, 
and has, consequently, received many assurances 
of the member's regard, and promises of assist- 
ance. 

Out comes member hurriedly, card in hand, ex- 
claiming, " Where's Mr. ? " 

" That's me," says the stranger. 

No sooner does member catch sight of his visitor 
than he shouts out, — 

" I can do nothing for you," and turns back into 
the house. 

" You may go to H >" shouts the indignant 

stranger, and quits the scene ; and so terminates the 
interview. 

But to return to impeachment, which all agreed 
was a mere farce, a low political dodge, and, like all 
other political moves in America^ regarded by 
honourable men with contempt, who shrink with 
horror from politics as being synonymous with dis- 
honour. 

One would think that the impeachment had been 
got up with the design of bringing the office of 
President into contempt ; every particle of power 
having been removed from it, so that no man of 
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honoxir or high feeling would be found, one would 
think, to GSl the post 

It is not, of course, to be expected that the Presi- 
dent of the United States should be a gentleman ; 
but surely, if the oflSce is to be perpetuated, he must 
be treated as something better than a mere man of 
straw, unworthy of having any semblance of respect 
paid to him. Though he be scarcely able to write 
and read, coarse in language, habits, and manners, 
one would think that he should be protected from 
gross insults. 

If the New York press expects that the outer 
civilised world is going to take an interest in the 
proceedings of Congress, they must be conducted in 
a manner better suited to our ideas of civilization 
than they have been. 

What a spectacle for the civilised world to behold 
was the President of the United States dismissing 
the Secretary of War ; the said Secretary denying his 
authority, and retaining oflfice by the simple process 
of keeping possession of the room where he transacts 
business, eating, drinking, and sleeping there for 
several weeks I The civilised world had an oppor- 
tunity of judging of the effect of this scene, for one 
of the illustrated papers gave a sketch of the 
secretary taking his pipe after supper whilst he held 
forcible possession of the room. 

If Americans desire the respect of the world they 
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xxrnst earn it, and not have such scenes enacted in 
Congress as the following, the account of which I've 
taken fix)m New York daily papers : — 

Wabhikotok, %nd May, 1868« 

PERSONAL CONTEOVBESY BETWEEN MESSES. 
DONNEliiT AND ELIHU B. WASHBUENB. 

Whxn the members returned from the Senate Mr. Donnellyy 
(rep.) of Minn., obtained nnanimons consent to make a per- 
sonal explanation. On the 20th of March last, he asked leave 
to introduce a bill to grant land for the construction of a rail- 
road from Taylor's Falls, by way of Fort Cloud, to the western 
boundary of the State of Minnesota. He had asked that it be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands and be printed. 
Objection was made by the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
Wa8hbume),nu[id he heard no other objection. It subsequently 
seemed, however, that Mr. Holman had objected. He went to 
Mr. Washbume and informed him that he was about going to 
Connecticut to labour in behalf of the republican party, and, 
therefore, he would be obliged to him if he would withdraw 
his objection so that he might introduce the bilL His answer 
was that Mr. Holman had objected. He then went to Mr. 
Holman, and that gentleman, though opposed to him in 
politics, said he would not interfere to prevent the reference 
of the bilL But Mr. Washburne renewed his objection. 
Stung with indignation at the conduct of Mr. Washbume, he 
sat down and wrote a letter to Mr. Folsom, of Taylor's Falls^ 
merely stating the facts. 

The letter was then read, in which it was stated that it 
seemed that Mr. Washbume resisted eveiy effort of his to 
procure legislation for the benefit of his constituents. 

Mr. Donnelly added that Mr. Washbume had a brother 
there who sought to support him as a member of Congress. 
This letter having been published in the papers, Mr. Wash- 
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bume wrote one without a parallel in the histotj of 'OongresSi 
and so Bhocking and ofFensire and outrageous in its character 
that he would not now have it read were it not that justice 
demanded the reading. 

Mr. Washbume's letter was dated Washington, April 10, 
and was addressed to Mr. Folsom at Taylor's Falls, in which 
he stated that I (Mr. Donnelly) seemed to be searching for 
sympathy, and asks Mr. Folsom to look at Mr. Donnelly's 
Jesuitical performance, Mr. Donnelly knowing that the bill had 
not the ghost of a chance, as there was but little land to go to 
Minnesota ; and it was further stated that Mr. Donnelly might 
hare introduced his bill Your months earlier than the period at 
which he sought to introduce it. How contemptible must any 
representative appear who is found guilty of attempting to 
impose on his constituents. From his knowledge of the 
character of Mr. Donnelly he (Mr. Washbume) had become 
extremely suspicious of anything which he (Mr. Donnelly) 
proposed. He had left Philadelphia between two days, 
changing his name, and also changing from a Buchanan 
locofoco — ^made his appearance in Minnesota as an office beggar. 
It was one of Mr. Donnelly's schemes of plunder which made 
Mr. Washbume oppose him. He trusted that his (Mr. 
Washbume's) record was not stained with yenolity, corruption 
and crime. Every corrupt measure in Congress had received 
Mr. Donnelly's support. 

The letter of Mr. Washbume having been read by the ckrk^ 
Mr. Donnelly remarked that he was certainly justified in the 
declaration he had made that the annals of Congress presented 
uo parallel to that letter, and he thought he should establish 
that there were in that letter twenty-three distinct statements, 
which were twenty-three distinct falsehoods. He should at- 
tempt to deal with them as rapidly as possible. Mr. Donnelly 
went on to explain that he had only received the draft of the 
bill on the 2nd of March ; that he had asked leave to introduce 
it on the 20th $ that Mr. Washbume had objected ; that he 
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<Mr. Donnelly) had then gone to Oonneciicat to aid the repub- 
lican party in the canyass in that State. He expressed his 
belief that the objection made by Mr. Washbnme had spnmg 
from personal and malicions motiyes, and remarked that that 
gentleman conld not speak the truth when the truth would 
best serye his purpose. Having referred to and examined 
other points in Mr. Washbume's letter, Mr. Donnelly went on 
ic speak of Mr. Washbume^ of Winconsin, as ** mousing around^ 
in reference to some other bilL 

The q)eaker interrupted, and said that that was not parlia- 
mentaiy language toward a member who was absent, and who 
was not inyolyed in the controversy. 

Mr. Donnelly said he would withdraw the remark. 

Mr. Washbume, (rep.) of Illinois, expressed the hope that 
the party would be allowed to go on. 

Mr. Donnelly, after passing from that point, referred to the 
charge in Mr. Washbume's letter that his (Mr. Donnelly's) 
opposition to the bill offered some time since by Mr. Wash- 
bume, of Winconsin, to reduce &res on the Pacific BaQroad 
might be attributed to the fact that he had a free pass to ride 
oyer the road, and declined that he had neyer ridden oyer a 
mile of the road, and did not expect to until it was completed 
from the Mississippi to the Pacifia It would be a consolation 
then to know that this mighty work had been resisted and 
opposed by eyery blatant, loud-yoiced, big-breasted, small- 
headed, bitter hearted demagogue in all the land. (Laughter 
on both sides of the chamber.) Beferring to the charge made 
against him in Mr. Washbume's letter of his being '' an ofScial 
beggar ! ** Mr. Donnelly said, '' An of&cial beggar I " and that 
from a gentleman bearing the name which he does ? Et hi 
Brute / " An oflScial beggar 1 " Why, Mr. Speaker, when I 
entered the State of Minnesota it was democratic ; when I entered 
the county in which I live it was two to one democratic. I asked 
no office— I expected none. But the charge comes from such a 
quarter that I cannot fail to notice it. The gentleman's family 
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are ohronio office beggars. They are nothing if they are not in 
office. Ont of office they are miserable, wretched, Qod-forsaken 
— as uncomfortable as that fiunous stamp-tailed bull in fly time. 
(Laughter.) This whole trouble arises from the persistent de- 
termination of one of the gentleman's fiEunily to sit in this body. 
Every young male of the gentleman's &anlj is bom into the 
world with ** IL 0." franked on his broadest part (Laughter.) 
The great calamity seems to be that Gk>d in His infinite wisdom 
did not make any of them broad enough to make room for ** XT. 
B. 8." (Laughter.) There was room for " TJ. 8.," but the other 8. 
dipped over, and " U. 8. & Oo." is the firm. (Laughter.) 

The Speaker interrupted Mr. Donnelly and renunded him 
that his language was beyond the usual limit of parliamentary 
propriety. 

Mr. Washbume again expressed his desire that the ''party ** 
should be permitted to go on. 

Mr. Donnelly said he was sorry to transgress the prcq)er 
limits of debate, but the House would perceive that the 
character of the letter on which he was commenting made him 
speak under some feeling. ''I was drawn into it," he said, 
*'by the charges made against my personal character, by the 
Tile insinuation contained in that letter that I was a fugitive 
firom justice^ and that I fied from the city of Philadelphia 
under suspicious circumstances between two days. This, Mr. 
Speaker, is an absolute, unqualified, unmitigated falsehood, 
and but for the respect which I have for you and for this 
House I would use stronger language." Mr. Donnelly then 
went on to reftate that charge, and had read by the Clerk a 
letter from the Attorney General of Pennsylyania, with whom 
Mr. Donnelly had studied law, speaking in strong terms of 
the probity and purity of his (Mr. Donnelly's) character 
and the public esteem in which he is held in that community. 
Mr. Donnelly then went on to say : — I stand here repeating 
the challenge that if anywhere on God's earth, down in the 
mire of filth and aU nastiness^ the gentleman can pluck up 
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anything whioh tonohes my hononr let it oome ; I shall meet it 
on its merits. I hare gone through the entire catalogae, I 
haye analyzed the entire contents of the gentleman's fonl 
stomach, I hare dipped my hands in its gall, and hare 
examined the half-digested fragments which I find floating in 
the gastric jnice, bnt if it is possible for the gentleman from 
Illinois, by his peristaltic action, to bring np anything more 
loathsome, more disgosting, than he has romitted oyer me in 
that letter, in Qod's name let it come. 

The Speaker again interrupted Mr. Donnelly and reminded 
him that his language was oat of order. 

Mr. Washbnme again repeated the hope that the ^party" 
might be permitted to go on by nnanimons consent. 

Mr. Donnelly went on and stated that the charges were not 
original, that they had been got np by one of the editors of the 
St. Paol "Press," a man named DriscoU, who had yisited 
Philadelphia and had played the detectiye there for some days, 
and had returned, haying found nothing affecting his (Mr. 
Donnelly's) reputation. But it seems, he continued, that 
these chaiges are brought up here again. I shall not stop to 
answer fully that splendid passage in Shakespeare which my 
friend from Iowa (Mr. Price) was compelled to quote the other 
day against the gentleman from Illinois : — 

Who steals my purse steals trash ; 'tis something^ nothing, 
*Twas mine, *tis his, and has been slaye to thousands ; 
Bat he that filches from me my good name 
Bobs me of that which not enriches him, 
And makes me poor indeed. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, the cringing sneak thie^ who picks your 
pocket or steals your oyercoat is a Ohristian gentleman com- 
pared with that monster who would rob you of the precious 
mantle of your reputation and leaye you shiyering before the 
contempt of the world. The assassin who strikes you down in 
your blood leayes at least your memory sacred among men, 
and your graye may be bedewed with the tears of affection ; 
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bat he who would assassinate your reputation — ^who would 
strike at the life of your character and befoul you — ^who 
would coyer you all oyer with '' night soily** is a wretch whom 
it were base flattery to call coward. Beside such a man the 
memory of Booth grows respectable. Mr. Donnelly then went 
on to refer to the charge that he had changed his politics^ and 
declared in answer to it that he had become a republican 
twelye years ago, and that his republican politics were almost 
coeyal with the birth of the party. 

The hour allowed for debate haying expired, a motion was 
made that Mr. Donnelly be allowed to proceed with his ex- 
planation. 

Mr. Washbume again expressed the wish that the |' party '' 
might be permitted to go on. 

There being no objection, Mr. Donnelly said: — I thank 
the House and " that other party " for the] courtesy. (General 
Laughter.) I will not notice all the charges which crawl oyer 
the surface of the letter as yermin crawl oyer the body of 
some beggar ; but there is one other personal charge — that 
I haye changed my name. The intention of the gentleman 
is to giye out not only that I was a fugitiye from justice^ 
but that I was trayelling under an alias. Mr. Speaker, I 
was within a few hours after my birth baptized Ignatius 
Donnelly ; I am Ignatius Donnelly to-day, and, with 
God's help, I expect to remain so until the end of my 
career. If I should eyer be inclined to change my name, 
it seems to me that I would take that of Elihu. (General 
laughter and enjoyment of the same on both sides of the 
House.) 

Mr. Washbume was understood to say that then he would 
change his name. 

Mr. Donnelly retorted: — If 1 thought the gentleman 
would change it it would be an inducement to me to retain it. 
But what is the meaning of that attack ? It means this : — 
The gentleman has cracked his whip oyer members of this 
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Houaej and baa been tbe natural snccessor here of those old 
fllaye lords who used to crack their whips here. 

His yaulUng ambition has o'erleaped itselt 

Not satisfied to assail ns here, to yituperate ns here, he is 
going to mould the next Congress, and he is sailing into our 
districts to tell ther people whom they shall elect and whom thej 
shall not elect. My friend (Mr. Price) meets in the news- 
papers of his district the assaults of the gentleman. He is 
ranging the whole vast amphitheatre. Why does he do this ? 
There is a simple explanation which is given out in my 
district, and which is one of the great arguments why they 
should send the distinguished gentleman's brother to this 
house — namely, that he owns General Grant, and that ho 
carries U. S. Grant in his breeches pocket. Why, sir, he 
already feels on his shoulders the cares of empire. He is 
already forecasting cabinets, disposing of foreign missions, 
setting men up and putting them down. Has he not lived in 
the same town with General Grant? Should he not» therefore, 
perforce be the Warwick, the king-maker, the power behind 
the throne ? I never could account for the singular fact that 
he lived in the same town with General Grant except on that 
great principle of compensation which runs through the created 
world. The town of Galena having for so many years endured 
the gentleman, God Almighty felt that nothing less than 
Ulysses S. Grant could balance the account. (Laughter.) 
Josh l^illings, talking of compensation, says: — "It is a 
question whether the satisfaction of scratching will not pay a 
man for the punishment of the itch.'' I leave the gentleman's 
constituents to apply the parable. I bow in profound admi- 
ration before the genius of Ulysses S. Grant. I recognise him 
as the greatest^ bravest and wisest intellect of this generation. 
I cannot think that he will degenerate into becoming a puppet 
to be played by wires held in the hands of the gentleman from 
Illinois, or that he would degenerate into a kind of hand organ 
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to be toted around on the back of the gentleman from Illinois, 
while his whole family sit on the top of the machine grinding 
and catching pennies like a troupe of monkeys. ((General and 
continuous laughter.) I would say to Ulysses S. Qrant, if it 
was in my power to whisper anything in his ear, to take 
counsel by that profound remark of Aminadab Sleek when he 
said, '' You all expect to get into hearen by holding on to my 
coat tail ; but I'll fool you all, I'll wear a monkey jacket." 
(Laughter.) General Grant has got to wear that political 
monkey jacket. We had General Grant up in Minnesota, and 
of course the distinguished gentleman from Illinois was with 
him ; and when General Grant was serenaded the gentleman 
from Illinois stuck his head out of the window and thanked 
the crowd, and when they rode in an open barouche together 
and the crowd hurrahed, the gentleman from Illinois laid his 
hand upon his heart and bowed his profound acknowledgments. 
The people out there were in great doubt which was Grant 
and which was Washbume, and they came to the conclusion 
that the quiet little gentleman must be the fourth class 
politician, and that the pretentious, fiissy individual was the 
conqueror of Lee. (Laughter.) Old Jesse Grant, it is said, 
remarked on that occasion : — '"Peers to me that Washbume 
thinks he owns 'Lysses, but he don't own me, not by a darned 
sight." (Laughter.) Shall the two names go down into 
history together — Grant and Washbume ? Why, Mr. Speaker, 
the intellect of Grant is like some of those ancient warehouses 
in the great cities of the Old World, where floor rise^ abore 
floor and cellar descends below cellar, all packed full to over- 
flowing with the richest merchandise. The intellect of the 
gentleman from Illinois is like some of those establishments 
that we see in Pennsylyania Avenue where the whole stock in 
trade of the merchant is spread out in the front window and 
over it a label *' Anything in this window for one dollar." 
(Laughter.) He is the '* Gheap John " of legislation, and that 
he should attempt to rule and sway General Grant is not 
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conBistent with probabilities. Lord Dondreaiy was once 
asked why it was that a dog wags his tail. ** Why/' says his 
lordship, ** the reason is because the dog is greater than the 
tail. If it were otherwise," says that profonnd thinker, ** the 
tail woold wag the dog." (Laughter.) Here was an instance! 
Mr. Speaker, where the smallest kind of a rat terrier's tail 
attempts to wag a Newfonndland dog. 

Cromwell, I charge thee fling away ambition ; 
By that fdn fell the angels. 

How, then, can Washbume hope to profit by it? The 
gentleman should take counsel by that proverb of the Romans, 
<< Mt juovis ligno nan fit Mercurius^'* which may be freely 
rendered " You cannot make a statesman out of eyery dema- 
gogue." Mr. Speaker, I tremble for my country. Is it true 
that eighty years of republican goyemment haye reduced us so 
low that there is but one honest man in this House— but one 
Lot in all this Sodom ? (Laughter.) Does no yoice but his 
ring out amidst cliques and conspiracies and rings ? Will no 
yoice be heard in the future assuring this House that its 
members are all a pack of knayes ? that the country is going 
to ruin ? and concluding with that fayourite quotation of his 
from the yast stores of his erudition. 

Shake not thy gory locks at me ; 
Thou canst not say I did it ? — 

giyen with a roar like a wounded gorilla and a rush to the 
cloak room amid the shouts and laughter of the House ? Mr. 
Donnelly then went on to draw a fancy sketch of Mr. Wash- 
bume as he might appear in the Congress of the heayens 
addressing the archangels and angels ; how he would sail into 
them, how he would rout them, horse, foot^ and dragoons ; how 
he would attack their motiyes and fling insinuations at them ; 
how he would declare for economy, that the wheels of the 
uniyerse must be stopped, for they consumed too much grease, 
and that all the expenditures should be stopped, except that 
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which would constract for the gentleman an extra watercloset. 
One word in conclusion. The gentleman has assailed me, and 
it is bnt right that I should put his own character in the 
balance. What great measure in his sixteen years of legis- 
lation has the gentleman ever inaugurated ; what liberal 
measure has eyer met with his support ? What original 
sentiment has he erer uttered ? What thought of his has 
eyer risen aboyo the dead leyel of the dreariest platitudes ? 
If he lay dead to-morrow in this chamber what heart in this 
body would experience one sincere pang of sorrow ? Who 
is there in this House whom he has not assailed ? He told 
the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Woodbridge) the other day, 
that eyery corrupt and profligate measure that was passed in 
this body had met with his support, and when the gentleman 
from Vermont rose upon him he cringed out of it like a 
whipped spaniel. Did he not say to my friend from Pennsyl- 
yania (Mr. O'Neill) the other day, that he would say (for that 
is the gentleman's way of making an insinuation) '' that the 
gentleman was one of a ring to swindle his country ? " Has 
he not attacked my friend, Mr. Price, of Iowa, and aspersed 
his motiyes in his legislation in this body ? He has sought to 
build himself up on our dishonour, to glorify himself in our 
disgrace, to pollute, befoul and traduce the yery body of which 
he is a member. His harangues are the staple of the news- 
papers of the opposition. We meet his charges on the stump. 
He has lowered, by his wholesale, reckless assaults on the 
honour and character of the members, the standard of this 
body ; he has ftimished arguments for the wit of Dan Rice ; 
he has ftimished substance for the slanders of the pothouse. 
Mr. Speaker, I need enter into no defence of the Fortieth 
Gongress. In point of intellect, of deyotion to the public 
welfare, of integrity, of personal character, it will compare 
fiiyourably with any Gongress that eyer sat since the foundation 
of the government. It is illustrated by names that would do 
honour to any nation in any age of the world. If there be in 
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our midst one low, sordidi vnlgar soul— -one barren of mediocre 
intelligence — one heart callons to eyerj kindly sentiment and 
to erery generous emotion — one tongae leprous with slander — 
one mouth which is like unto a den of foul beasts, giving forth 
deadly odours — ^if there be here one character which, while 
blotched and spotted, yet raves and rants, and blackguards like 
a prostitute — if there be here one bold, bad, empty, bellowing 
demagogue, it is the gentleman from Illinois. 

The Speaker, with severity in his tones, stated to Mr. 
Donnelly that his remarks were not honourable to the House 
of Sepresentatives, of which he was a member, and that 
although the House tolerated them, the Chair could not 
consent that they should go on the record except with this 
protest. 

Mr. Donnelly begged pardon of the House, and said he had 
no desire to trespass on its rules or to offend its sense of pro- 
priety ; but the House would acknowledge that no man who 
ever sat in this body had met with so vile, so extraordinary, so 
cruel an assault as that of which he had been a victim. He 
called the House to witness that he had never before violated 
its rules nor said a discourteous word to any member. He 
hoped the House would pardon the natural heat which he had 
exhibited. 

Mr. Washbume said : — During my entire time of service in 
this House I have never asked ^leave to make a personal 
explanation, and I never expect to. The party from Minnesota 
has had the letter which I wrote to a gentleman in that State 
read to the House, and it goes upon the records of the House 
and on the records of the country, and there it will remain for 
all time. Every assertion-made in that letter is true, and who- 
ever says it is not true states what is £ftlse. If I were called 
upon — and I desire only to say that if I, under any operation 
of circumstances, were ever called upon — to make a personal 
explanation in reply to a member, it would not be to a member 
who had committed a crime ; it would not be to a member 

K 2 
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who had mn away ; it would not be to a member who had 
changed his name ; it would not be to a member whose whole 
record in this House is ooyered with yenalityy corruption, and 
crime. 

The Efpeaker reminded the gentleman that his remarks were 
not parliam^itary. 

Mr. Windom, (rep.) of Minn., (Mr. Donnelly's colleague), 
requested that Mr. Washbume's words be taken down by the 
Olerk, but he soon afterwards withdrew the request^ at the 
advice of friends, saying : — '' On the conclusion of the gentle- 
man's remarks he would ask leave to introduce a resolution of 
censure.** 

The Speaker replied that according to the custom of the 
House no business could be transacted unless the House return 
from the Senate before three o'clock and in pursuance of 
notice given. 

Mr. Windom then asked unanimous consent to introduce his 
resolution. 

The Speaker said that could not be done. When the 
members returned to their hall this afternoon the gentleman 
from Minnesota could ask leave to make a personal expla- 
nation, involving a controversy between himself and the 
gentleman from Illinois. No business could be transacted, 
this being the understanding. Gentlemen who were absent 
would have occasion to complain. 

Mr. Washbume — I said I should not reply to such a 
member, and I wish to say ftirther 

The Speaker interrupting him, stated the reason why he 
ruled the gentleman from Illinois out of order. It was owing 
to the gentleman's attitude, gestures, and language, to the 
gentleman from Minnesota. The Chair i*eminded the gentle- 
man frx)m Illinois, as he several times reminded the gentleman 
from Minnesota and the House, that his remarks were not 
parliamentary and should not go to the people at large. 

Mr. Windom gave notice that when the House again 
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met for business he would offer his resolution of censure 
against Mr. Washbume. 

Mr. Washbume — I shall certainly be very unwilling to be 
considerecl out of order, and am sorry the Ghair supposed that 
I violated any rule of the House. I was merely stating what 
I should do under ordinary circumstances. 

The Speaker — If the gentleman's remarks were not intended 
for the gentleman from Minnesota at whom he was looking, 
then they were not out of order. 

Mr. Washbume — I repeat, if I were called upon to make a 
personal explanation I should make it with a member who is 
not covered over with crime and infEuny, whose record is 
stained with every fraud — whisky and other frauds— with a 
man who has proved false alike to his friends, his country, his 
constituents, his politics, his religion and his God. 

The House at forty minutes past four o'clock adjoumed. 

The following day the annexed extract appeared 
in the New York " Daily Tribune : '' — 

Alter the adjournment of the Impeachment Gourt^ to-day, 
the House went into session, and the Washbume-Donnelly 
scandal again came up. Mr. Windom, Mr. Donnelly's col- 
league, introduced a resolution that the committee be appointed 
to investigate the whole subject^ and that Mr. Washbume be 
required to prove the tmth of his charges. Mr. Donnelly 
opened the debate, and made a left-handed apology for his 
disreputable language. Judge Spaulding said that he was not 
present or he would have endeavoured to prevent it. Mr. 
Dawes apologised to the House and country that as he was 
present and did not object on Saturday, he was called to order 
for using the words " degrading language," but the Speaker 
decided that in the sense in which they were used they were 
not unparliamentary. Mr. Dawes, who consumed most of the 
time that was wasted in the debate, and who lost his temper 
because he was not allowed more time, was evidently friendly 
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to Mr. Washbnme, and was opposed to Mr. Windom's propo- 
sition. Mr. Woodbridge got the floor, and said that if 
Gongressmen would behave as gentlemen, such disgraceftil 
scenes would not occnr — a sentiment in which the country 
will genei*all7 concur. Mr. Mullins of Tennessee drew forth 
much laughter by making sereral points of ordei*. One of the 
points made by Mr. Mullins was that the words '' peculation 
and robbery," applied to a member, were unparliamentary. 
Another was that members should ''slang whang" one another ; 
and a third, that he (Woodbridge) did not confine himself to 
the question. Mr. Woodbridge, who was making a long 
speech about nothing, wact finally cut off by Mr. Windom, 
who mored the previous question ; but before the vote was 
taken, Mr. Washbume rose to speaL Mr. Mungen of Ohio 
made objection, but subsequently withdrew it. Mr. Washbume 
apologised to the House, but did not, however, retract the 
charges. He yielded the floor to Mr. Dawes, who had been 
deprived of it by Mr. Windom, but Mr. Dawes declined to 
speak farther.' He subsequently changed his mind, and in- 
sisted upon reading too much of the filthy language of 
Saturday. Mr. Bobinson (N. Y.) tried to get in a resolution, 
but the Speaker declined to entertain it A motion to lay on 
the table was made, but it did not prevail, and the Committee 
was appointed. Mr. Spaulding of Ohio moved to strike from 
the record the objectionable language. This drew debate from 
all quarters of the House. Mr. Wilson of Iowa held that it 
could not be done. The Speaker thought it could. Mr. 
Schenck was opposed to it on the ground that the House 
might want to refer to the debate, and that the reports sent 
out to the country by those not having an official connection 
with the House had been exaggerated. Mr. Schenck seemed 
to think an official connection with the House a rery desirable 
thing ; but he is a little mistaken, not only in that, but in the 
assertion that the reports were '' exaggerated." The report in 
the "Tribune" was not half as disgraceful as that which ap- 
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peared in the official organ of Congress, and if there was any 
** garbling ^ abotit it, it was to the adrantage of Congress. Mr. 
Donnelly requested that certain objectionable portions of his 
speech be stricken oat ; whereupon Mr. Washbome retracted 
his charges. Mr. Donnelly suggested that they should do as 
Thomas and Stanton did. But Mr. Eldridge objected to the 
honourable gentleman taking a drink unless he was included, 
which the House thought very ftuiny, and at which there was 
immoderate laughter. 

Subsequently the House did adjourn for a drink. 

The state of Congress is decidedly very much 
worse at the present time, from the fact of the 
Southern representatives being excluded from its 
deliberations. It is too notorious to require any 
proof being adduced in support of the assertion, that 
the South has given all the best statesmen and 
rulers to America. The nucleus of the New 
Country was in that part of the States, and all the 
men of refinement, intellect and education sprang 
from there, whilst the coarser portion of the com- 
munity was carrying on trade, or farming in the 
North-eastern part of the coimtry. 

The old planter families of Virginia and Mary- 
land had aristocratic notions upon which they acted 
both at home and in Congress, and whatever may 
be our opinion as to their conduct to the mother 
country, it cannot be denied that they acted 

honourably in the main bytheii* fellow citizens. 

___ • 

This aidstocratic element being withdrawn, the power 
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in CJongress has fallen into the hands of persons of 
an inferior class ; as it is notorious that men of in- 
tegrity and character shrink from an assembly where 
they would find themselves associated with some 
of the lowest characters that disgrace the com- 
munity. 

We know that the Senate has been the scene of 
personal \dolence, when a dignified member gave 
one of his peers a severe caning ; but let us hope 
that that august body has improved as to its mode 

The library of Congress is said to be fine, in 
Vite of iteiavmg Za severd times destoyed 
by fire. 

It was burnt with the Capitol by the English 
when they captured Washington in 1814. This 
was an act of Vandalism only to be excused on the 
score that many national works of art must 
doubtless have happily perished at the same time. 

Corruption, th "L is AMeriea I In proof of 
this assertion I must refer my readers to the state- 
ments generally set forth in the public press as to 
the extent to which fi^ud and peculation are being 
carried on in every department of the State. 

One case I can cite, which was lately, and may be 
still, occupying the attention of the Executive. 

A collector of taxes, sent down fi:om the North 
to superintend the revenue department in the South, 
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was put on his trial for embezzlement of public 
money, to the amount of a million and a half of 
dollars ; luckily for the delinquent he had a Mend 
in the judge who was to try him, and who induced 
the grand juxy. composed of two-thirds of white men 
and one-third of black, with whom he contrived to 
tamper, to ignore the bill. The conduct of the 
judge, however, was so barefaced, that some of the 
jury denounced him, and he in his turn was put on 
his trial. Being an adept at managing juries, the 
worthy judge went to the twelve enlightened men 
about to try him, acknowledged his guilt, promised 
never to offend in like manner again ; and m*ged his 
claim for consideration on these grounds ; but, as a 
final coup, said, " You must acquit me, for, should 
you not, it wiU be such an injury to our party, aiid 
give the Southerners a handle against all who are 
sent here from the North to administer justice." 
The jury saw the force of this reasoning, and ac- 
quitted the judge. His protSgSy the defaulting tax- 
collector, was allowed to take his seat in the State 
Convention, and enjoy his million and a half of 
dollars, or rather a portion of the amount, as it is 
to be hoped he did not forget to compensate his 
worthy friend the judge, who may yet be called on 
to suffer for his delinquency. 

Plunder is carried on to a great extent in every 
department of the State, in proof of which it is 
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stated that the expenditure of the government is as 
great as it was during the height of the war. This 
statement is not made on the authority of paxtizans 
of the South. Men of the highest character in New 
York have told me the same thing; in fact, it is the 
one cry throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. 

From the Capitol one passes to the White House 
and Treasury, the two buildings next in impoitance. 
The former has the appearance of a gentleman's 
miansion, its furniture and appointments, though 
nothing extraordinary, being handsome md some- 
what at variance with stem republican simplicity, 
to which white-washed walls and sanded floors are 
more akin, and which would certainly be more in 
keeping with the habits of the frequentei"s of these 
saloons, since spittoons, and a printed request to 
use them, are not in strict keeping with blue satin 
hangings and gilded panelling. 

His Excellency the President is accessible and 
aflfable, I believe, but I did not seek the honour of 
being presented to him. I have been told that the 
occasions on which he particularly distinguishes 
himself are those upon which he makes a speech in 
public, when, frequently, emotion almost deprives 
him of the power of speech. 

I have heard that the ceremony of his inaugura- 
tion was especially imposing, so overcome was he 
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by his feelings at that toying time that he was 
actually obliged to be supported on either side by- 
two of his suite. 

The TreaOTiy is chiefly remarkable as being the 
manufactory of the great medium of American 
commerce, "greenbacks." 

The churches of Washinffton are not remarkable. 
The principal theatre, \,Z I e.w aa "b&nt 
prodigy " of about thirty delight an audience with 
her playful gambols, is an insignificant place. . 

Ford's theatre, which was the scene of the 
atrocious murder of the late President, has been 
closed ever since that most calamitous event, the 
panic produced by which is the only palliation that 
can be oflfered for what seems to have been the 
judicial murder of Mrs. Suratt, whose innocence of 
all participation in that terrible crime I have heard 
loudly asserted. 

It will be firesh in the memory of many of my 
readers that the unhappy woman, who was hanged, 
kept a boarding-house at which Booth, the mur- 
derer, used to meet his friends. 

The strong point now adduced in favour of Mrs. 
Suratt's innocence is that a man named Conover, 
on whose testimony she and others have been con- 
victed, is at present imdergoing imprisonment for 
perjury I He appears to have been the Titus 
Oates of the period. 
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There is one lion of Washington which deserves 
especial notice, and that is a monument to the great 
George, which has been in course of erection many 
years. 

Foreigners have contributed liberally for its com- 
pletion, not only money, but marble and precious 
stones. At the time of my visit, the Italian Minister 
had just contiibuted twenty dollar's, which, con- 
sidering the state of his national finance, might be 
thought reckless expenditure. 

At present, the monument looks like the com- 
mencement of a suspension bridge, and is one 
hundred and ninety feet in height When com- 
pleted, it is to be six himdred feet ; this will 
render it necessaiy that the execution of the statue 
at the top should be very fine, as it will be subjected 
to severe scrutiny with the aid of telescopes. 

There is, however, plenty of time to think of that, 
as the work is not in progress, several successive 
committees of management having been unable to 
carry it on; for, by a singular fatality, the funds 
entrusted to them are always falling short: 

In fact, I was impressed by the sight of thisgi-eat 
work, and also by that of Mount Vernon, and the 
tomb of Washington, that the memory of the Father 
of his Country no longer has a strong hold on the 
aflFections of those for whom he sacrificed so much. 

Severe indeed must have been the struggle that it 
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cost a man, so upright and so just, to break liis 
word of honour as an officer and a gentleman, as he 
must have done in revolting against the sovereign 
whose commission he held. 

I am aware I am indulging in sentiments and 
language quite out of date, but these were, it is said, 
held sacred in George Washington's time and esti- 
mation ; for are we not told he was the soul of truth 
and honour ? and as a boy he is held up to our 
admiration for not having told a lie to his father 
about cutting a tree. 

To such a man, one would have thought that 
death would have been preferable to dishonour ; but 
he seems to have borne up wonderfully against even 
this trial for his country's sake ; and for some few 
triffing personal advantages thrown in. 

Worthy George, had you lived in these days, 
you would have been voted "a bore," and called 
an "old flat-head," by the vast majority of your 
countrymen, and have been bidden to " dry up." 

In justice to the sentiments of the present genera- 
tion, it must be allowed that the exploits of this 
great patriot are not of an order, calculated, by their 
brilliancy, to take away the breath of the student of 
History. 

He was an old Tory, and seems, as a general, to 
have been prudent and careful; in retreats and 
ambuscades he most distinguished himself. He was 
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careful and slightly prosy in the councils of the 
State; but he succeeded, thanks to having strong 
aUie^ and good fortune on his side. 

The valour of France was as instrumental in gain- 
ing independence for America, as it has been of late 
years in placing the dominions of his neighbours at 
the disposal of Victor Emmanuel. 

John Bull very wisely gave up a conflict of which 
he was getting the worst, in the same way that a 
fistrmer would abandon the pursuit of boys who had 
been robbing his orchard ; he cannot overtake and 
punish them ; and if he could, little glory wo\ild 
accrue to him from the victory. 

The Potomac is a muddy and not picturesque 
stream, abounding in water-fowl and fish ; though, 
in my opinion, the much-talked-of shad is an in- 
ferior fish very full of bones, in this respect and in 
flavour something resembling the herring. 

I did not present myself to the English Minister, 
Mr. Thornton. I believe the " Times " objected to 
his appointment, and, in so doing, displayed much 
consideration for Mr. Thornton. I can hardly 
imagine atmore disagreeable position for a gentleman, 
than being condemned to a residence at Washing- 
ton. It cannot have a single feature to recommend 
it. I imagine it is a point of honour among diplo- 
matists not to decline going there, in the same way 
that no soldier would refuse a post on account of its 
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being dangerous. Solitude is terrible, but society, 
in some instances, may be more terrible stilL 

Report speaks highly of the magnificence of the 
gambling-houses in Washington, where the most 
lavish hospitality is extended to all visitors. It is a 
bold step on the paxt of the proprietors, one would 
think, to open such establishments imder the very 
nose of Congress, by which such severe laws have 
been promulgated against gambling. 

It is whispered, however, that there are members 
of that assembly who not only patronise these 
illegal haunts, but have actually an interest in them. 
This may be mere slander, but it is very generally 
stated and believed to be the case. We must re- 
member that law-givers, even republicans, are but 
men. 

Fraud on the government is so general and ex- 
tensive, that stringent measures and extraordinary 
means have been adopted in order to detect the 
culprits. 

A short time since the place of business of a 
respectable firm in New York was entered by the 
police, who seized on the books of the concern and 
carried them oflF, \mder the apprehension that the 
said firm was engaged in the great whisky firauds. 
As nothing could be found in the books to incul- 
pate their owners, they were restored after a lapse 
of a few days, with a note of apology. 
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Tliis is pretty strong for the land of liberty, where' 
" Oid World " tyranny is so much talked about and 
denounced. 

During the war, the powers of the Executive 
exceeded those exercised by the most absolute 
governments. Newspaper offices were kept closed 
by military occupation, and, in some cases, the 
publication of journals was prohibited for several 
days. 

The proprietors of stores were warned that they 
must not allow political discussions to take place on 
their premises ; imless such discussions were favour- 
able to the government. In fact, every act of those 
in power only went to establish the fact that in 
name alone does a Republic diflFer from despotism, 
with this difference, that in the latter case you are 
bullied by one open oppressor, but, in the former, 
you are subject to all the petty annoyance which 
the malice and spite of millions may inflict. 

I quitted Washington without regret at an early 
hour, en route for Richmond by the Potomac. 

We were called upon to leave the hotel at least 
one hour and a half earlier than there was any 
occasion for our doing. Not that the hotel (Wil- 
lard's) held out any inducement to remain in it, but 
it was tiresome to have to wait on board the 
steamer a long time before its departure. 

We got breakfast on board soon after it started. 
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The meal was as bad as those served at the hotels, 
but the attendants were more civil. 

As the steamer passed Moimt Vernon, a bell was 
rung; but whether it was out of compliment to 
Washington, or to call the attention of the pas- 
sengers to the fajct that we were steaming by 
his residence, I don't know. *No great interest in 
the spot was evinced by any on board ; the flocks 
of water-fowl through which we passed afforded 
apparently more subject of conversation. 

At Aquia Creek we left the steamer for the rail- 
way, the carriages of which were fitted with very 
comfortable arm-chairs. 

This line of rail takes one to Fredericksburg, 
celebrated not only as the scene of severe fighting 
during the late war — especially an encounter be- 
tween Gtenerals Grant and Lee — ^but also as the 
birthplace of Washington. The house in which he 
was bom has been long since destroyed. 

In the immediate vicinity of the town is the 
grave of his mother, marked by a pretentious 
though unfinished monument; the comer-stone of 
which was laid with a great flourish some thirty- 
five years ago, by the then President of the United 
States. 

At Fredericksburg we parted with a party of 
card-sharpers, who had come with us from Wash- 
ington, and had plied their trade with considerable 
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profit on board the steamer, having cleaned out a 
Qerlnan and one or two other strangers, of whose 
folly and avarice they had taken advantage. 

I regret to say that my non-military instincts 
interfere seriously with my enjoyment or appre- 
ciation of a field of battle : so cloudy, indeed, are my 
views on the subject, however lucidly it may have 
been explained to me, that I feel quite unequal to 
reproducing anything coherent or comprehensible 
which may relate to the matter. I know I was 
impressed with the thought that it wo\ild be dis- 
agreeable to be killed by a gun fired at a distance 
of four miles — but then I am very sure I should 
feel equally averse to its being discharged at me 
within aa many yards. 

The line of coimtry between Fredericksburg and 
Eichmond is dreary and unpicturesque. Pine-trees 
and BW..P abTd ; good Lg,1^ thei, way. but 
not in mine. 

In some parts of the road the railway was very 
good, though the pace at which the train travelled 
gave one the idea that caution was absolutely 
necessary. The lines have been recently relaid. 

One portion of the line passes over a raised 
causeway, constructed of wood at a formidable 
height^ and is by no means calculated to inspire the 
traveller with confidence. 



RICHMOND. 



Having left Washington at seven o'clock in the 
morning, those who do not stop at Eredericksbnrg 
may reach Bichmond at about three o'clock p.m. 

The approach to the city is not by any means 
*fldn6 «eept for the tZs of war. viribk. on dl 
sides, in the shape of large buildings that have been 
entirely destroyed by fire. 

Prepared aa I was to find the town in a depressed 
state, I thought that, with a people of so elastic a 
nature as that with which the Americans are giffced, 
three years would have done much towards restoring 
at least an appearance of prosperity to the place ; 
but such is not the case, for though many of the 
streets have been rebuilt, yet are the devastating 
effects of war still to be traced, not only on the 
houses and buildings, but on that which is of infi- 
nitely more importance — ^the minds of men. 

Much has been said of the cruelties practised in 
the South on the prisoners fix)m tiie North ; but if 
in time of peace an inoffending foreigner is con- 
signed to such an hotel as the Spottswood, what 
can a prisoner of war expect ? 

l2 
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So filthy a den, pretending to be a first-dass 
hotel, I never was in. I had a dungeon of a bed- 
room ; and as to the food, it was simply uneatable. 
Bd it m* been for tte ci^unrt^ice of my h.™g 
met with very kind and agreeable fellow-travellers, 
in a gentleman and his wife from Boston, I would 
not have stopped, although I sho\ild probably not 
have gained much by the move I might have 
made. 

I was put to shame by the good-natured way in 
which my companions endured all the discomforts, 
which must have been especially trying to the lady, 
who had evidently been accustomed to all the 
elegances and luxuries of a well-appointed home. 

The situation of Richmond, on the James river, is 
good, and it commands an extensive view. As a 
city it never could have amoimted to much. There 
is a Capitol, with a statue of Washington in the 
centre of the hall ; a bust of Lafayette is in a 
niche of the wall — a scanty acknowledgment of the 
obBgation which the Wc^ SZ^ to 4at 
illustrious Frenchman. 

I visited Libby's prison, formerly a tobacco ware- 
house, but used as a receptacle for Northern 
prisoners during the war, where no doubt they 
underwent all the horrors of such a situation. 

It is at present used as a military prison, and one 
can therefore more easily judge of what it must 
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have be^n when crowded to suffocation by a laige 
number of half-starved suffering men. 

Nothing can palliate the atrocities said to have 
been practised by the Southerners on their prisoners, 
but the facts are — 1st That the Northerners refused 
to make an exchange of prisoners, unless the South 
would accept the negro on the same terms aa the 
white man ; and 2nd. That the Southerners were 
suffering from extreme want themselves, and had 
litde to give their prisoners. Add to these the 
statements of the Soutiiem prisoners as to what 
they suffered at Fort Delawar, where one, who was 
imprisoned there, assured me he had seen men catch 
the rats and devour them from sheer hunger, and 
one comes to the conclusion of its being a case of 
six of one and half-a-dozen of the other. 

Of course, barbarity on the one side does not even 
palliate reprisals being made on the other ; the more 
substantial defence of the South against the charge 
of cruelty being, that Wirtz, who was subsequentiy 
tried and hanged by the Northerners for his cruelties 
to prisoners at AndersonviUe, was condemned on 
the evidence of the notorious perjurer already 
alluded to; nor can we shut our eyes to the fact 
that the victorious party, in any contest must ever 
have the best chance of telling its story, whilst the 
vanquished are crushed and silenced. 

A drive round Bichmond enables one to judge 
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how well it was calculated to stand a siege. There 
is of course a great discrepancy in the statements 
as to the cause of its having been destroyed. The 
So».h«n.e. atWbuti^ Z bun^ of U U> ^. 
Federal troops, whilst the Northerners declare that 
the Confederate commander, General Early, ordered 
the tobacco and other warehouses to be set on fire 
upon surrendering the city to the Federal forces, 
2nd April, 1865. 

Not only are the buildings of Eichmond still in 
ruins, but the feelings of its inhabitants bear inde^ 
lible traces of the intense hatred felt by them 
tow^i, their conquerora. 

" We would rather,'* said a man of substance and 
respectability, with whom I was conversing, *^submit 
to any power than to Congress. Annexation to 
Great Britain is a blessing we could not hope for; 
but rather than have our present rulers, we would 
hail Louis Napoleon with delight" 

These were not the sentiments of men of the 
public-house order of politicians, but of those who 
had held good position before the war ; and were 
highly respected, not in Eichmond alone, but in the 
State. 

Nothing can be more deplorable than the general 
appearance of the negro population : squalor and 
rags are their almost universal condition. 

I was in Richmond on 3rd of April, the anniver- 
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saiy of its fall, which the darkies celebrated as the 
date of their emancipatioiL There is something in 
the negro that is always provocative of a white 
man's mirth ; and certainly, when seen in badly- 
fitting, much-WQm uniform, and on horseback. 
Sambo does cut a very ridiculous figure. 

A large number of them, thus equipped, paraded 
the city, accompanied by a villanous band, and 
fcUowI by crowd, of thi b«th«B, to &, intone 
and ill-disguised disgust of the white population. 
They were escorted by a posse of constables, in order 
to prevent any collision between the hostile races. 

This feeling of dislike for the negro is of recent 
date in the Soutii, where, in former times, the black 
man experienced fax kinder treatment than he did 
fix)m his Northern champion. 

It is almost laughable to hear the Northerner put 
forth a claim to be the negro's Mend, for he hates 
him intensely, and would expel him firom every 
place firequented by the white man. You hear men 
speak of the black man as no better than *^ the beast 
that perishes," and are induced to think that all 
the professions of love for him, all the desire' for his 
emancipation, arose fix)m nothing but a desire to 
annoy and hmniliate the South. 

Had the American soul so loathed the institution 
of slavery, why was it not abolished by that son of 
fireedom, Greorge Washington, who proclaimed that 
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" All men are bom free and eqnal'",? Why was this 
legacy of the Old Country despotism allowed to 
pollute the pure republic 1 and why did it exist 
so long as an institution, even in the North 1 

It has been a very convenient bit of cant for the 
Northerners to use as a war cry against their 
opponents ; but till their tone and conduct are 
altered towards the negro, in vain will they try 
to persuade thinking men that their late war was 
undertaken solely for the aboUtion of slavery. 

The negro is an idle, thoughtless creature, incapable 
of even seeing his own interests ; he is insensible to 
the charms of domestic life, being, when left to 
himself, neither a good husband ntor a good father. 
His sole delight is to bask in the sun, and indulge 
in every low gratification of sense. 

That there are exceptions to this state of things 
among them is of course allowed, but these are very 
rare. 

The great delight of the darkey, when active, is to 
dance, eat water-melon, and play the fool in general 
He abounds in humour, and is as easy-tempered 
as most men who are devoted to self-indulgence. 
He will not work if he can avoid the obligation, 
nor will he do anything that is irksome or dis- 
tasteful ; in which particulars he closely resembles 
some of his white brethren, especially those of the 
wealthier sort. 
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A negro is like a child : he will not take medi- 
cine or any other salutary precaution against illness. 
He is dirty, and degraded, and indolent, to the last 
degree. 

All these defects of character will be allowed by 
those who diflFer with me regarding the treatment of 
the negro, though they will insist that they are the 
results of slavery. 

I will concede this point, though I do not agree 
to this view of the subject; and will ask, was it, then, 
wise to confer on such a people so circumstanced 
the dangerous boon of suddenly conferred imcon- 
ditional liberty ? The result is to fiU the streets of 
Richmond, and other Southern cities, with crowds of 
great, hulking, idle black men, with their tattered 
and filthy women, and more than half naked, 
neglected children, all waiting for the eleemosynary 
meal with which the freedman's bureau supplies 
hundreds of them daily, and thereby encourages 
them in their darling vices of idleness and want of 
thought for the future. 

In the time when slavery existed, the unfortunate 
children of the negro were at any rate looked after, 
whatever may have been the motive that induced 
the care of them ; but now they perish wholesale 
from entire neglect, their parents regarding them as 
burdens, in which respect they also closely imitate 
some of their white deUverers. 
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If the Northerners, in their conduct to the 
Southerners, have been only actuated by their 
benevolence towards the negro, it is a subject of 
surprise as well as regret that they have not evinced 
a little more philanthropy in their dealings with the 
Indian. 

There is a feeble voice raised by the Aborigines' 
Protection Society in behalf of the Red Skins, but, 
as a rale, Americans speak of their extirpation as a 
consummation devoutly to be wished. 

That there are fine points of character in the 
negro is allowed on all sides by their former 
masters, who bear testimony to their fideUty and 
love. Men have told me of having owed their lives 
to the devotion of their slaves, even during the 
late contest, when everything was being done to 
alienate their afiections. " For my own sake,'' said 
more than one slave-owner to me, **I would not 
have allowed my slaves to Uve in the disgusting 
state which you now witness- I took a pride in 
seeing that they were well-fed and clothed, and 
carefuUy nursed in sickness." 

However loudly the Northerners may talk of their 
love for the negro, they have no desire to place him 
on an equality with themselves, and would only 
grant him the franchise in the South that he may 
humiliate and outvote the white man. 

Under proper laws, framed for his protection on 
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certain points, the slave would be in no condition to 
elicit the pity of his fellow men; in &jct, his position 
would in every respect be better than that of many 
a free-bom labourer who is slave to a master in the 
parochial guardian, frequently far more exacting 
than any Southern planter. Slavery is, of course, 
a bugbear and a name; but let those who really 
know the condition of the labouring classes in this 
land say, in what respect but in name it differs from 
slavery. 

There are no gyves and handcuflfe, no whip or 
scourge, it is true; but there are low wages, bad 
lodging, dear food, and hard taskmasters^ who can 
make life very wearisome, especially with the 
prospect of the cold, hard, solitary Union as a 
resting-place, while the worn-out paralysed labourer 
is waiting for his pauper grave. 

It has been well and truly said that all men are 
slaves, and happy would it have been for the 
majority of the human race had its condition been 
as good as was that of by far the larger number of 
the slaves in the Southern States of America. These 
sentiments I have heard expressed by many of those 
who were opposed in all respects to the South, and 
did not agree with my views respecting slavery. 

Nothing can display more weakness in the anti- 
slavery party than the name they have chosen as a 
party cry. To have made a dangerous fanatic, like 
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the unhappy, misguided "John Brown/^ their hero, 
was indeed sufficient, one would have thought, to have 
made aJl men of character and principle put forth a 
protest against that which waa an utter absurdity, 
if not something worse. 

This miserable man came with a handfiil of fol- 
lowers from the North, and attempted to stir up an 
insurrection among the slaves at Harper's Ferry, in 
Virginia. 

A riot ensued, he and some of his band were 
taken prisoners, tried, convicted, and hanged, not a 
shadow of defence beiog adduced in their favour 
but their abhorrence of slavery, which the most 
Quixotic among them could never have hoped to 
abolish by such unjustifiable meaoB as an insur- 

people their lives. 

They <acted on a principle so universally con- 
demned, yet so generally practised by those who are 
loudest in its condemnation. " They did evil that 
good, according to tl.eir views, might come." 

The religion of the negro was frequently that of 
his master, though large numbers of them profess to 
belong to the Methodist and Baptist bodies. They 
take great deUght in what are called reUgious 
revivals, and sing hymns loudly and lustily, espe- 
cially at camp-meetings, which, if report speak truth, 
are frequently more remarkable for the devotional 
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fervour than the rigid propriety of those who 
attend them. 

In consequence of the vast numbers of negroes 
thrown out of employment by the sudden collapse 
of slavery, the government has sent large bodies of 
them to the islands lying oflF Carolina, where they 
are partly supported by government supplies, and 
eke out an existence by fishing. 

Sad reports are in circulation as regards the 
state of these freed men, who are said to be 
Uving in a bestial condition, and in some cases to 
have returned to the practice of some of the worst 
abominations of the grossest idolatry of their fore- 
fathers. 

Some have had the offer of being sent to that 
paradise of darkness, Liberia, but they do not seem 
to appreciate the blessings in store for them in their 
fatherland. 

Political adventurers from the North are making 
all the capital they can out of the coloured race. 
They lead about the country an intelligent half-caste, 
who has been duly coached to address public 
meetings of his half brethren; these speeches are 
duly reported and brought forward as instances of 
the intellectual status of the negro, and to prove 
how well-fitted he is to have a voice in the legis- 
lature. 

To do the negro justice, he appears, bs a rule, quite 
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mdiflferent aa to his political privileges; tinless he 
be worked up at the instigation of others to speak 
of his rights and wiongs, of which at times he has 
misty notions, such as thinking the whole of the 
South country his own property ; but satisfying his 
demands for the present by the appropriation of his 
white neighbours cow or pig, and LLg free witix 
a ladder or bucket that does not belong to him, 
which leads to smmna^ justice being administered 
in the shape of a good cow-hiding, and sometimes a 
halter. 

There are dark tales whispered about as to the 
designs of the negroes to massacre the white popu- 
lation, but these sound very like a repetition of the 
calumnies which led to the murder of the negroes 
in New York, about the middle of the last century, 
imder a false charge of conspiring against their 
masters. 

Whilst speaking on the subject of the negro, 
one must not omit to mention that the condition 
of the **poor whites," as they are called down 
South, is terrible. 

An account, lately given in the New York papers, 
of the execution of a murderer in North Carolina, 
elicited some fearful details as to the terrible state 
of depravity into which these imhappy people must 
be sunk. 

The details of the murder are too revolting to be 
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reproduced here. The guilt of the accused was 
clearly established, he was conyicted and sentenced 
to die ; but then came the most terrible part of the 
story, the utter indifference of the wretched man to 
his fate, indifference that was shared by his iiome- 
diate relatives. He was taken to the tree from 
which he was to be hanged in a cart, and sat on his 
coffin smiling, his sister sitting by his side ap- 
parently unmoved at the awful situation of her 
miserable brother, whose friends attended him to the 
last, and seemed to regard the whole affair rather in 
the light of a joke. 

These " poor whites " have ever been regarded as 
the dregs of society in the South ; too idle to work, 
which may be in part attributable to the effects 
of the climate, since nothing but the skull of a 
negro can endure the heat of the sun under which 
tobacco and cotton must be cultivated. 

It is the intention, or rather the design, of some of 
those who are planning the friture of the South, 
to advise the Germans to go down there and occupy 
the waste lands; but it remains to be seen how 
far it will be possible, for even German industry and 
perseverance, to work in such heat as the negro 
delights in. 

When about to leave Eichmond, I took every 
means of inquiring of the railway agents as to when 
I should reach Charleston, and was assured that. 
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qnittdng Biclimond at three o'clock in the afternoon, 
I should anive at Charleston the following night. 
This statement, I must say, some of my fellow 
sufferers at the hotel took pains to contradict, and 
said all they could to dispel this illusion, assuring 
me that there were no trains that would connect, as 
they call it, so as to enable me to perform the 
journey in the time stated. 

Glad to leave Richmond, and still more so to 
escape from the Spottswood hotel, I determined 
to proceed, and, am afraid, induced my travelling 
companions to take the same train. Arrived at the 
station, the clerk at once reiterated the statement of 
the railway agent, and said, " You'll be in Charleston 
to-morrow evening seven o'clock sure." 

Under this pleasing delusion we went on as far 
as a place called Weldon, which we reached at 
eight o'clock, and were then informed that we 
must what is termed " lay over " all the next day 
at Wilmington, which would delay our arrival at 
Charleston by at least twelve hours. 

We were fortunate in finding sleeping cars 
attached to the train, and although they are very 
uneasy resting-places, yet at any rate one has the 
relief of being able to lie down, and is in some 
degree relieved from the presence of the worst style 
of fellow-passengers. After being nearly shaken to 
bits for several hours, we reached Wilmington by 



EIOHMOKD. 161 

half-paat eight in the momiiig, which boasts of being 
the largest and chief commeicial citjr of North 
Carolina. 

The hotel was small and decidedly superior to its 
larger brethren in other cities. The landlord was a 
colonel or a general in the Southern army. "He was 
real clever to us/ • as the Yankees would say — ^mean- 
ing that he was obKging. 

About the doorway and entrance-hall of his house 
there was a sprinkling of the usual loafers, who 
were all inclined to talk politics. 

One individual took a fancy to me ; he was as 
communicative as the circumstance of his being 
very much intoxicated would allaw him to be, and, 
amongst other little matters confided to me,, stated 
that he was armed and had only been tried for 
murder the day before. 

According to his own statement he had killed a 
man who had struck him because he refused to drink, 
i was a Uttle incredulous as to the story in general, 
but must here state that I do not think that could 
have been the ground of the quarrel. 

My friend was " a Eeb.*' of the deepest dye, his 
curses and threatenings against the North were 
laeeo^ghed fbrti ^tt Snl e«>estoe», and « to 
those " darned niggers," extermination was not " a 
circumstance " to what he would do for them. 

He called on a bystander to give me an account 
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of negro insolence, which consisted in the dark 
gentlemaii having kept on his hat in the presence of 
ladies on the staircase of the hotel; for which offence 
he was desired to leave the house, and instead of 
doing so shied a bottle at the landlord's head, who 
retaliated with a chair, and deeply regretted not 
having had his revolver at haad. 

My intoxicated friend became extremely intimate, 
and though he did not like the English, made an 
exception in my favour, and wished to present me 
witii a bottle of live snak^ of a venomous kind, 
with which tiie environs of Wilmington abound 

I demurred at acceptinff such a present, imder an 
•pp^heBrion of *e Umty of the reptile, geV 
ting out of the bottle, in the train. 

"If you find 'em over Uvely," he said, "you 
can fiU them up with alcohol ; '* which of course 
is to be obtained in any quantity during the night 
in a railway car. 

Luckily for me, as my friend was getting " ugly," 
as the term goes for " out of temper," at my reluc- 
tance to accept his gift, some Christian proposed 
an adjournment to a liquor store for a drink to the 
continuance of good feeling between America and 
England ; to which I most cordially assented, and 
away we hurried. Once at the drinking bar, my 
attached friend lost thought of his love for me 
and every other sublimary object except liquor, 
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SO I was able to withdraw quietly, not, however, 
till I had heard treason enough expressed to have 
astonished Guy Fawkes himself. 

Whilst, on the one hand, I was condemned to 
listen to the cries for vengeance of the South, on 
the other the bragging, or as the Americans say 
"the blowing,'' of the North was equally be- 
wildering. 

The exulting tone in which one man, who told 
me he was a general in the Northern army, spoke 
of having " pounded the Rebs.," was a counterpoise 
to the expression of a Southern judge who assured 
me of a speedy recommencement of hostilities, and 
predicted that, when the victorious South should 
enter New York, there would not be lamp-posts 
enough found in the city to hang the Abolitionists 
on. 

It served aa a pastime m a place Uke Wilmington 
to listen to these expressions of conflicting feeling. 
I was of course only a listener, and declined giving 
an opinion on the subjects under discussion, on the 
ground of being a foreigner. This I did in all 
sincerity, holding it to be an impertinence in a 
foreigner to enter into political discussion with the 
natives. Their diflferences do not concern him, 
and he should leave them to settle their own 
disputes. 

These remarks apply to foreigners who enter the 

112 
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ranks of an anny engaged on either side in a civil 
war. Let the natives fight it out by themselves. 

Had this been the case in the late war in 
America, there is a strong impression abroad that 
the result would have been very different. Be this 
as it may, mercenaries are ever contemptible, and 
volunteer had better xnind their o J business, 
whether they be princes out of work, or private 
individuals with a taste for fighting and loose 
notions of the distinction between meum and tuum. 

Wilmington, though now sadly depressed, had 
considerable trade before the war. Some of the 
houses bear the impress of wealth, and the gardens 
are tasteful. The soil round about it is loose and 
sandy, through which one has to wade ankle deep 
to reach the cemetery, where I was induced to pay a 
visit, as my agreeable fellow travellers were bent on 
the expedition. 

I must say I did not care about it, and should 
have enjoyed myself much more had the sun not 
been scorching, and had not the snakes already 
referred to been reported to aboimd on all sides. 
I only saw the remains of one, and had no 
desire to make acquaintance with the survivors of 
his race. 

It was a lovely evening when we left Wilmington, 
and though I had a berth in a sleeping car I was 
unwilling to lose the beauty of a moonlight, which 
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rather gave a charm to the gloomy scene through 
which we passed 

I have given no description of the country- 
through which I passed after leaving Richmond, but 
will now remark that it is dreary and ugly in the 
extreme, pine forest and swamp nearly all the way. 
The manufacture of resin and turpentine is carried 
on to some extent along the Une ; but this adds no 
enchantment to the scene. 

The miserable shanties inhabited by the negroes 
and "poor whites,'' are not even picturesque, though 
of all sorts and sizes. The ruins of an old worn 
out railway car had been frequently converted into 
a habitation. 

The pigs seemed to have the best of life ; they 
forage for themselves, and can find plenty of oppor- 
tunities for wallowing. Many of these interesting 
animals are of a rich auburn shade, but from their 
personal appearance do not make you think of pork 
as a dainty. 

In many places, as the train passed along, 
negresses and children brought fried chicken and 
hard-boiled eggs and fruit for the refreshment of 
the travellers, and these were a decided improve- 
ment on some of the food prepared for us at the 
restaurants of the stations where we stopped for our 
meals. 

As I said, we had a sleeping car attached to the 
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train by which we left Wihnington, but were only- 
allowed to enjoy our berths till two in the morning, 
at which hour we were roused and told that in half- 
an-hour we must change cars in order to go on to 
Charleston. 

Although the said sleeping cars were not over 
comfortable it was a trial to be turned out of them, 
and be done out of the supposed night's rest for 
which one had paid extra, and traosferred to an 
uncomfortable car in which it was impossible to lie 
down — such, however, was the stem necessity to 
which my Boston friends and myself were reduced, 
— and I must say that their good nature never 
flagged; and I may as well here express my best 
thanks to the gentleman who had a small flask of 
first-rate Cognac, with which he was most liberal, 
and thereby alleviated the horrors of a night 
journey through a swamp. 

K night were dismal, coming day made up for its 
predecessor's gloom. The lovely foliage of early 
spring made the wilderness appear a garden, whilst 
wild flowers abounded on the banks of the swamps. 
The mocking bird, which I heard for the first time, 
did its best to cheer and delight us, and so we went 
on over some very ugly bits of road (especially one 
very long wooden bridge, which was more agreeable 
as a matter of retrospect than of prospect) tiU we 
reached Charleston at nine o'clock in the morning. 



CHAELESTON. 



The situation of the city is fine as regards the 
sea view, but it lies so low as to appear a place of 
no great importance. At present its appearance is 
most depressing, one-third of what was the best 
part of the city being in ruins, the result of a 
terrible conflagration which devastated it in 1862, 
the act, it is said, of incendiaries from the North, 
who were sent to destroy the city. 

Of course these assertions must be received with 
caution, in the same way that one does not readily 
accept the statement put forth in New York that the 
Southerners attempted to bum that city. However 

• 

the fire may have originated, the destruction it 
caused was a terrible blow to Charleston, which 
still remains the same mass of blackened ruins that 
it presented just after the terrible event 

The inhabitants do not seem to have sufficient 
energy to think of rebuilding it. 

The marks of the bombardment by the Federals 
in 1863, are in great measure effiaxjed, but the 
memory of it is fresher than ever in the minds of 
the people, and certainly such an act was a disgrace 
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to an age and country, the boast of which is ad- 
vanced civilisation, and a pretended horror of Old 
World tyrannical acts. 

When the late King of Naples bombarded the 
revolted city of Palermo, the Queen of England in a 
speech from the throne was made to reflect strongly 
on the severity of his conduct; but no word of 
public rebuke has she uttered against any of the 
atrocities committed by the United States govern- 
ment against what it pleased to call its rebellious 
citizens. 

ITie mutual recrimination, -and the charges 
brought by both sides are highly disgraceful, one of 
th« lost terrible beiBg Z L^n .gainst a 
Dr. Blackbun^, who is said to have sent infected 
clothes from New Orleans to New York in order to 
disseminate yellow fever in the North. 

This diabdUcal a.t is most strenuously denied by 
those to whom it is attnbuted; and one would 
really be at a loss to decide as to which is the 
worse state of mind, that of the man who could 
conceive such a murderous project, or that of him 
who could bring such a charge wisely against his 
neighbour. 

The closed and deserted aspect of the best houses 
in Charleston is dreary, but enough remains to show 
how much taste and wealth their owners possessed. 

The foliage and flowers are beautiful ; the streets 
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being planted with trees, and the gardens abounding 
with lovely flowers, give a channing effect to the 
city. The Wistaria grows in great luxuriance, and 
twines itself most gracefully among the branches of 
other trees. 

The trade of the city was formerly very great, and 
in her days of prosperity Charleston was noted alike 
for luxury and hospitality. The Charleston Hotel 
is a fine house and now reigns supreme and alone, 
the rival establishment, the Mills House, having suc- 
cumbed to adverse times and closed its doors. 

From the balcony in front of the Charleston 
Hotel, demagogues, previous to, and during the war, 
were wont to harangue the citizens assembled by 
himdreds in the street below. It was here the flame 
of " rebellion " broke out, and at Fort Simiter, the 
ruins of which lie in the middle of the harbour, the 
authority of the United States Government was first 
set at naught. 

A visit to Fort Sumter is one of the things to be 
" done " whilst at Charleston. A small sailing- 
vessel starts every morning, weather permitting, to 
convey those who are disposed for the trip. 

During my stay, I heard an account of one of 
these excursions which will convey some idea of the 
manner in which those who are sent officially fix)m 
the North behave themselves. 

A party from the hotel went on board the boat at 
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the appointed hour of departure, 10*30, but were 
much annoyed to find that, far from a punctual 
start, eleven o'clock arrived and no sign of starting 
waa visible. As it was blowing rather freshly, one 
of the party enquired of the sailors the cause of the 
delay. 

" Tm waiting for the Ginral,'' was the reply ; 
" he's sent word that p'r'aps he'll come." 

As this was all the satisfa^ction obtainable, the 
party had resolved to abandon the expedition, and 
were about to leave the quay when the "Ginral" 
and his friends arrived at nearly twelve o'clock. 
Some time was then lost in arranging matters for 
this august personage, who ordered a large boat to 
be towed at the stem of the little vessel, whigh much 
impeded its progress, aud so disgusted some of the 
passengers that they left the vessel. 

This boat was for the convenience of landing the 
General's party on arriving at the fort ; none of the 
other passengers being permitted to enter it. 

The whole aflfair reminded one of the Jack-in- 
.office style of thing one has witnessed in a small 
place in Sicily, when the Neapolitan authorities 
lorded it over the natives, in an overbearing style ; 
and very much of this sort of thing is carried on in 
the South, whither a very inferior class of men have 
been sent from the North to fill various offices. 
Men of no sort of position in their own States are 
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invested with undue power here, much to the dis- 
gust and inconvenience of the people. 

The tone in Chaxleston seemed to be one of jie- 
spaix and indiflference ; the young men were bent on 
going to seek their fortunes elsewhere^ the elders 
having ceased to take interest in the future. 

The Custom House at Charleston is a fine 
building of white marble, and, when finished, wiU 
be an ornament to the city. There are few other 
buildings of importance standing. 

A very much battered statue of William Pitt is a 
sort of link between the past and present history of 
this place. 

I was the more pleased with Charleston, and 
enjoyed the drives about it, fi:om the fact of having 
the agreeable society of my friends from Boston, 
with whom I was about to part, as our roads lay in 
different directions ; I was bound for New Orleans, 
they were bound for Savannah. 

Charleston lies so low, that one's impression 
regarding its sanitary condition is not favourable ; 
nor are the sights and smells one encounters in its 
streets calculated to inspire confidence on the point. 

There is a very large but nasty-looking market 
in the middle of the city, around which the buz- 
zards flock to secure their perquisites as public 
scavengers. 

These ugly, disgusting-looking birds are also to 
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be seen in large numbers in the port^ and must do 
good service in removing much that would be 
baneful to healtL 

The yellow fever occasionally visits the city, but 
is of a milder type, I believe, than that which rages 
at times in New Orleans. 

There are admirable charitable institutions, both 
Catholic and Protestant, in Charleston. 

Many of the negroes are Catholics ; and though 
in some of their churches they have galleries to 
themselves, yet there is not that broad line of de- 
marcation drawn between them and the white race 
in the House of their Father that is so general in 
the North : nor is the feeling against them at all 
inveterate. 

I took some trouble to enquire as to the moral 
condition of the negroes; and, as usual, heard a good 
report of the poor. 

An extensive Orphan Asylum imder the super- 
intendence of a reHgious order, is spoken of in the 
highest terms by all classes and sects. 

It is impossible to look on the desolation of 
Charleston without a feeling of regret at the result 
of the conflict in which she so bravely entered. I 
am not so much speaking as a partisan of the South, 
but as an indifferent spectator. 

K the cause in which she engaged was a bad one, 
you feel the more sorry that so much should have 
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been sacrificed to it I do not see why an Englishman 
should feel any great sympathy with the South, for, 
in her day of power, her statesmen held no friendly 
sentiment for us ; and it is, perhaps, one of the 
most gratifying feelings one has connected with the 
Trent affair, that Messrs. Mason and Slidell, whom 
we preserved from the vengeance of the Federal 
Government, were open and avowed opponents of 
Great Britain. 

Many have been the slights and affi*onts offered 
us by a Southern Cabinet ; therefore our sjnnpathy 
with the Confederate States could only arise from a 
generous feeling elicited by the fact of a few resolute 
men contending against a force which, in time, must 
overwhelm them by sheer strength of numbers. 

The great question was the money, and the North 
had that, and so could purchase men, provisions, 
and arms. It was a matter of no consequence to 
General Grant how many lives were sacrificed in 
the contest ; it was, with him, simply a calculation 
of how many men and how much time it would cost 
to carry out his plans. Having plenty of both at 
his command, he sat down and waited till the South 
should be either exhausted or overwhelmed. 

I have talked to men of intelligence and position 
who were in the field with the Southern army, and 
have heard them say how utterly starved-out they 
were. 
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" I have shed tears," said a very well-informed 
gentleman to me, ** at the thought that if we had 
but one port open we could have held out success- 
fully against our detested enemies/' Sentiments 
of a like nature I have heard on all sides during 
my journey South. 

The night before I left Charleston, there was a 
storm of rain that made the whole city like a vast 
bath of mud, so deep, that it seemed as though it 
would be imposaible for horses to drag the onmibus 
from the hotel to the station : they managed it 
somehow, through rain that was like a waterspout 
dischargmg on the earth. 

The journey from Charleston to Atlanta, by 
which route I was about to make my way to New 
Orleans, is along a line of rail lately reconstructed ; 
the pace was not exciting, varying from twelve to 
fourteen miles an hour ; and the country was not by 
any means interesting. 

I do think the very worst meal that was ever set 
before travellers in a so-called civilized country was 
served to us during our journey; it consisted of 
some boiled fowl's bones, with nothing on them, some 
filthy bacon and cabbage, and a dish of raw onions, 
so strong and so heartily devoured, as to render the 
railway car untenantable for the remainder of the 
day. The landlord only charged a dollar for this 
banquet, and in answer to some remonstrance said. 
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"that his marketings hadn't arrived in time for 
dinner, but yet as a matter of principle he kept up 
the price." 

Atlanta, which suffered severely from the war, 
having been almost totally destroyed by fire, has 
been rebuilt, and is a town which has sprung up 
entirely from being a great railway centre. " Gtet 
to Atlanta," said a Yaiikee to me, " and then you 
can get anywhere else on God's airtk'' 

This grand centre of the universe is remarkable 
for nothing but having been a favourite spot for 
the armies of the North and South to fight over, 
though it is now rapidly recovering from its 

it had been torn up and destroyed, but they are 
for the m* part rl-st^ct^i L are in worldly 
order. 

The cars on this line were by no means over- 
comfortable, and the journey slow from Atlanta to 
Montgomery, a town only remarkable as having 
been the first seat of government under the Con- 
federates. 

It did not enjoy this distinction long, as Eich- 
mond wafi preferred, being in many respects better 
suited for the purpose. 

Montgomery haB suffered severely from fire, 
especially at the hands of the Federal troops. 

A sojourn of very few hours would satisfy the 
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most insatiable sightnseer that he had done Mont- 
gomery. 

Leaving there by an evening train, to which 
sleeping-cars were attached, and taking a steamer 
on the river Alabama at six o'clock the following 
morning, we came early in the day to MobUe. 

The Alabama is a noble stream and affords great 
facility for transporting the cotton from the fields, 
which are on either side of its banks, to Mobile and 
New Orleans. In spite of want of labour, cotton is 
still extensively cultivated in this vicinity, and from 
observing a gang of negroes on board the steamer, 
in charge of a cargo of cotton, one was able to 
realize to some extent in what the enjoyments of 
that race consist. 

The cotton being gathered and packed the 
negro's work is over, and his great holiday is whilst 
taking it down the river. On board the steamer he 
has nothing to do but bask in the sim, eat water- 
melon and go to sleep — or else he will amuse 
Mn^^lf and'hi, co^^n. witi. ^^ and 
dancing almost incessantly. 

Without giving implicit belief either to the heart- 
rending descriptions of the cruelties of planters to 
their slaves with which Mrs. Beecher Stowe has 
made so many amiable people's hearts sad, or the 
glowing accounts of the Utopian condition of the 
slave given by writers of the opposite school, I 
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must say the balance of my beHef is against Mrs. 
Stowe. 

The mawkish sentimentality of "Uncle Tom'' 
made it palatable to those who at one time gave up 
the use of sugar as a way of striking a blow at 
slavery ; but from what one can see and hear of the 
negro character, fear on the one hand, and policy 
on the other would restrain the slave-owner from 
habitual indulgence in acts of cruelty. 

Putting aside his usefulness, which ill usage 
would impair, the negro is terribly vindictive, 
and though there may have been such a black angel 
as " Uncle Tom," I am inclined to think that, when 
ill-used, he generally resembles in temper and acts 
of retaliation the antithesis of the angelic race. 

The sail on the Alabama is very agreeable, and the 
approach to Mobile somewhat exciting, as you can 
still see some of the defences raised during the late 
war, and the navigation of the river is sufficiently 
intricate to render it an interesting operation to 
witness. 



MOBILE. 



Mobile is approached through the shallows of 
the Alabama, and though it has as a city nothing 
to recommend it, the environs are pretty, and the 
residences of the better classes look like homes to 
an English eye. 

The gardens are beautiful, and the flowers most 
abundant. Trees are planted along the roadside, and 
in their new dresses of fresh spring green looked 
charming. The soil is Hght and sandy, and in the 
month of August I should say a walk or even a 
drive about tjie neighbourhood of Mobile is a thing 
wise men would avoid. 

The city itself is lively, and seems thriving, and 
on the day of my arrival all the world was mad 
about a procession of the Fire Brigade, which on this 
day celebrated the anniversary of its institution. 
All the members walked in their uniforms, looking 
very soldier-like and handsome, and dragged the 
engines by means of long ropes. 

The horses, remarkably fine beasts, being relieved 
from their accustomed service, walked in procession 
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decked with flowers, and seemed quite sensible of 
their own importance. 

The engines were decorated with flowers and 
ribbons, and children were seated in front of them, 
on whom the broiling sun seemed to have no effect. 
Bands of music accompanied each company. Ap* 
propriate banners and devices were carried, among 
which the Stars and Stripes did not occupy by any 
means a prominent position; in feet I did not see 
the National colours at all, nor did a valiant little 
Northerner whom we encountered at the hotel, who 
was much disgusted at this omission. 

A gentleman present assured him that the flag 
in question was displayed. The little gentleman 
was silenced but not convinced, for I heard him 
say that " he'd make them carry it" I asked hiTn 
"why?" 

He replied, " he'd make them obey the law." 

When told there was no law to compel them to 
carry the Stars and Stripes, he took refuge in 
generalities, and said it was an insult to the North ; 
and, without any particular reason, began an attack 
on England, and plimged headlong into the Trent 
affair. He was told by an American that they 
might as well have arrested Mason and Slidell in 
the streets of London as on board the Trent. 

He shook his head in a defiant way, and mut- 
tered something about " doing it too." 

N 8 
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I don't know what may have become of those 
two very troublesome Commissioners who obliged 
US to assume a tone with the North which waa at 
any rate understood ; but I would advise them to 
beware of the Militia of New England, for one 
member, at leasts of that important body means 
them mischie£ 

This irate little gentleman, whose conversation I 
have recorded, I should have thought, was a 
member of some mild trade or calling; but he 
stated himself to be a military man, entrusted with 
some important mission for the arrangement of 
affairs in the South. 

He was terribly anti-English, so much so as to 
make me dread a breach of our friendly relations 
with the United States, should he ever be President, 
or even a member of the government. 

At first, when I encountered him he was shy of 
me, and when he softened a little in his demeanour, 
and entered into conversation, I think it was with 
a view to an argument about North and South. I 
declined all controversy on the subject as being a 
foreigner. 

The flag affair called forth a great deal of bitter 
expression from men around me, as there were par- 
tisans of North and South assembled in the balcony 
of the Battle House Hotel witnessing the procession 
of the Fire Brigade. 
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The discussion became too hot for my little hero 
from Massachusetts, and being in a decided 
minority he prudently withdrew, alike from the 
scene and the contest. 

"There was a time/ said one man; "when I 
should have gloried to have seen the Stars and 
Stripes floating above my head ; but now if 1 saw it 
I'd pull it down, spit and trample on it. I once 
loved it as the type of freedom, but most heartily 
detest it now; for I regard it as the emblem of 
tyranny and oppression, and as such I hate and 
despise it/' 

I was not, I admit, very anxious to have this 
scene prolonged, as I was sitting between opponents 
both of whom I knew to be armed with revolvers, 
and thought it very possible they might fire at one 
another without duly considering the fax^t of my 
being in tiie way. 

I must here repeat what I have said elsewhere, 
that the insolence of the men from the North is 
simply unendurable. Many of them are what the 
Southerners call "carpet-baggers," men travelling 
with little luggage and less character, making 
political capital out of the present state of affairs. 

The worst of all the political blackguards I met 
with, or heard of, are the men who, during the war, 
were tremendous partisans of the South, or, as they 
call it " Secessh to kill," and immediately on the 
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success of the Federals, turned round on their 
former Mends. One fellow, who was a preacher, 
was most conspicuous by his barefEtced appstacy 
from the fallen caude, of which he had been so 
violent a supporter as to have rendered himself 
particularly obnoxious " even " to the winning side. 

Mobile is a stronghold of CathoUcism, and within 
a few miles of it is a famous college under the 
superintendence of the Jesuits. 

There is little to induce one to pay a protracted 
visit to this city, though it is cheering to see it 
after Charleston ; for in spite of its having suffered 
terribly fix)m the war, it seems in some degree to 
have shaken off its depression, and though it may 
hate its conquerors quite as deeply as do its sister 
cities, yet it does not sit still and brood over the 
past. 

It was here that I first heard men speak hope- 
fully of another and more successful struggle with 
the North, though one would think that the past ex- 
perience would serve to check any such aspirations. 

There are men who assert that the South has still 
resources on which she could draw in renewing the 
contest ; but she will do wisely to reserve them, one 
would think, unless some powerful ally were 
willing to assist her in the struggle. A strong 
maritime auxiliary alone could avail to help her 
shake off her shackles. 
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It was a very fine afternoon when we quitted 
Mobile on board the Louise^ a modest looking 
steamer, not so young as she would have one 
believe her to be ; but paint and other " fixings ^ 
made her look as well as those accessories do many 
of her sex. At any rate very comfortably and 
leisurely did she transport us to New Orleans. 

One especially delicate bit of navigation she came 
triumphantly through — ^a narrow channel between 
mud-banks, known as " Grant's passage.'' I thought 
at first that it derived its name £rom some feat of 
that renowned general, but found the Grant in 
question to be an enterprising old mud-lark, who 
kept this passage free of mud, and was compensated 
by a toll on the vessels that passed through it. As 
far as I could judge, it was a bit of a monopoly that 
Grant enjoyed, a snug little job made up between 
him and Congress. 

As we had to go out into the Gulf of Mexico for 
a few miles, the steamer felt bound to roll, and did 
so accordingly. 

For the first time in America I had a supper 
served to me which was included in my fare. I do 
not much care if I never have another of the same 
description. 

There was little or nothing to eat ; but the coffee 
was unusually good, in fact, drinkable. 

I was really glad to perform some part of my 
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journey by water, for the long, weary railway route 
had become very tiresome. I was most fortunate in 
my companions, especially in meeting a man of 
culture and good sense in the gentleman who 
shared my state room. 

From him I learnt much, on which I could rely 
08 authentic, respecting the way in which the war 
was conducted in the South, and as he gave me his 
name and address, with permission to use in any 
way I might think proper any information he had 
given me, I repeat many of his narratives without 
hesitation, knowing that I shall not oflfend him, or 
be led into any mis-statement. 

I think the whole of the passengers were " Rebs,** 
or at any rate so vast a majority that those of the 
opposite way of thinking were silenced. 

I was deeply interested in another of my fellow- 
passengers, a young man of education, who gave me 
a long account of the part of the war in which he 
was engaged, and also spoke of the sufferings of his 
mother and sisters, whose home had been destroyed 
by Sherman or Butler, I forget which. 

One part of his story was amusing, and that was 
the account he gave of the cost of his clothes 
towards the end of the war, when the Southern cur- 
rency became depreciated. A coat cost 1500 dollars, 
a pair of what he called pants, 900, vest, 400, boots, 
400, gloves, 100, and a horse, 3500. Taking the 
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dollar at worth four shillings, his wardrobe would 
have cost him £660, and his horse £700. At the 
close of the war he could get only eight dozen of 
eggs and four chickens for 1200 dollars, or what 
should have represented £240, but was, in fiax^t, 
nothing more than waste-paper. 

I heard much from him and from others, of the 
state of the Southern prisoners in the Northern 
prisons ; but certainly nothing that came neiar the 
horrors of Andersonville, where thirty thousand 
Northern prisoners were kept within an enclosure 
for months, without any shelter from either extreme 
of heat or cold. No sort of discipline was enforced ; 
and they were destitute of all the necessaries of life, 
and subject, as they assert, to cruelty and every sort 
of indignity from their keepers. 

The same charges, as I have said elsewhere, are 
brought by the other side ; but the horrors of An- 
dersonville from the very nature of the case, must 
have been very much intensified. 

I must here bear testimony to the fact that what- 
ever else in the South may have been destroyed by 
the war, the spirit of hospitality has been preserved ; 
and I must take this opportunity of thanking the 
many kind friends whom I encountered on my 
journey for the invitations I received to visit them. 
Time did not suffice to enable me to do so, but 
I may yet avail myself of what I am sure was 
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offered in all sincerity, and declined with much 
regret. 

After a night's rest on board the steamer, which 
was much better than the apology for one afforded 
by a sleeping car, I rose in good time to witness the 
arrival at New Orleans. I was rather disappointed, 
for a heavy fog enshrouded the shore ; not that I 
lost much by that circumstance, as we were landed 
four miles from the city, whither a train conveyed 
us through a swampy jungle where vegetation was 
runnbg riot in aU its spring-time vigour and luxu- 
riance. 
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The approach to "the Crescent City," as New 
Orleans is also called, from the form in which it is 
built, is by no means imposing. In fact, it lies so 
low that you see nothing of it till you are in its 
streets. An omnibus belonging to each of the hotels 
is generally waiting at the terminus to convey pas- 
sengers, and as soon as the tram amved, I inquired 
for the one belonging to the St. Charles' Hotel. 

" There ain't no omnibus," said a negro ; " buf 
this carriage is the same." 

After some Uttle struggle for my luggage, which 
I had not checked through, I entered the carriage, 
and was driven to my hotel, where the sum of 
three dollars was demanded by the driver. 

I appealed to the clerk, who only deigned to 
reply to my remonstrance : — " Wam't there an 
omnibus ? oh 1 '* and then turned away. I had no 
resource but to pay the money, afld wait with 
patience till I had a room allotted to me. 

It was very high up, and dirty to such a degree 
that it made the very slatternly woman who was 
making the bed appear quite tidy. 
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The hotel is large, and looks like a neglected 
town-halL I suppose that my remarks will be met 
with the usual excuse for everything that is amiss 
down South — "since the war." It matters not the 
nature of your complamt, the reply is always the 
same. I believe if I had said " how very oppressive 
the heat is," I should have been told — " yes, it is, 
since the war." 

New Orleans is well-built, and the streets are 
kept clean. It is not until July that it is un- 
healthy, and then the dread yellow fever appears, 
and lasts till the first frost. During the occupation 
of the city by Butler, it was free from this epidemic, 
and its immunity has been attributed to his strict- 
ness in cleansing the streets. I have, however, 
been told by a gentleman from the North, long 
resident in New Orleans, that the disease was kept 
out by the rigid quarantine that was maintained 
during the military rule. 

The influence of the French element is to be seen 
and felt on all sides of the city. The shops are 
more tasty than, though not so handsome as, those of 
the northern cities. 

The dress of the ladies is a decided improvement 
on the flash style of New York, and the French 
quarter of the town carries you back at once to 
Europe. 

The market is plentifully supplied with vegetables. 
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At the time of my visit it was too early for fruit, 
though there were strawberries for sale. New 
potatoes and green peas abounded, but they were 
flavourless ; salad was abundant and very good. 

The poultry is sold alive, and it was almost 
pathetic to see an old black woman walking off 
with a live fowl, which she holds by the legs with its 
head downwards, the poor wretch casting appealing 
looks at the bystanders, and uttering noises as much 
as to say, " How can you let this demon carry me 
offr' 

The meat-market has a show of the nastiest 
looking beef and mutton, (to say nothing of the veal 
and pork,) that ever was exposed for sale. I should 
pronounce one wholesale sentence, " unfit for human 
food," were I caUed on to give judgment respecting it. 

The fish-market is abundant, but there are several 
descriptions of fish to be seen there at which a weU- 
regulated English cat would turn up her nose. 
Most ghastly-looking prawns of enormous size 
suggest to you their having battened and fattened 
oh all the horrors of the deep. The oysters are as 
disgusting in appearance as they are elsewhere in 
America. 

Some miserable-looking rabbits and other vermin 
were exposed for sale. Snails and reptiles of all 
sorts find favour with the people of the land, and 
are consequently to be met with in the market. 
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The vaxious nationalities in the food line axe 
well represented there. A jaxgon of tongues is 
heard on all sides. All shades and colour of people 
and things surround you, eveiy costume and head- 
dress, from the pecuKar cap of the Sisters of Charily, 
who are buying their modest stock of vegetables, to 
the turban of the old nigger woman who carries on 
her head a tray laden with food. 

The harbour is full of large steamers. The finest 
of them are the Mississippi boats, which well 
deserve the title of floating palaces. 

Although early in April, the weather was lovely, 
and a drive along the outskirts of the city is a 
treat of no mean order, especially on a delicious 
evening in spring. 

The houses are, for the most part, detached, and 
have a charming appearance with their deep 
verandahs, over which lovely flowers are trained. 

The flowering trees and shrubs are magnificent, 
and the air is surcharged with the odours of the 
magnolia, jasmine, and rose. 

Every one looked so happy and contented that it 
seemed almost impossible to realize the notion of 
this lovely spot being annually visited by a terrible 
epidemic, or that it should have been the scene of 
those outrages which such a man as Butler was 
permitted to inflict on the inhabitants. 

The commerce of the city, though not what it 
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WW, is $tiU very considerable, as may be seen by 
the hundreds of vessels that lie off " the levee '* or 
embankment, which is built along the water front 
to. keep out the sea. 

All the streets near the water are lined with vast 
stores, well adapted for containing the vast quan- 
tities of cotton of which this city is the chief mart 
in the world. 

The religion of the majority is Catholic, but the 
churches are by no means remarkable for their size 
or beauty. I was pleased — ^I may say something 
stronger — ^to see that in them there was no dis- 
tinction as to colour of skin. All knelt side by side 
„d gave one U>e idea that ChAtianity had'dono 
its work, at any rate so far as breaking down that 
barrier placed between black and white, which 
must be so offensive to Him who created and 
redeemed them alL 

PoUtiqal feeling runs high in New Orleans, the 
vestibules and terrace in front of the St Charles 
Hotel being crowded with idlers, wbo smoke, spit, 
and talk politics hour after hour. I met with one 
or two of the "carpet-baggers," from whom I 
received pamphlets highly laudatory of the coloured 
race and strongly denunciatory of the " Rebs/' 
Everywhere I foimd men agreed on one point, that 
Impeachment was a farce. 

It was amusing to bear the opinions given of the 
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Northern military occupants of . the city. One 
individual attracted my attention by his more than 
ordinary swagger, and I enquired who he was, and 
heard that he was a General. 

Not being remarkably well-posted respecting 
their great leaders, I asked in what fights he had 
most distinguished himself. " Fight 1 I reckon a 
street fight is about farthest he ever got that way ; 
why he was only a petty attorney out West, and 
took to soldiering when the fighting was pretty 
nigh through with," was the reply. 

" I tell you what it is,* said another ; " if it hadn't 
been for the Dutch and the Irish, we'd have made 
them Yankees squinn.*' 

I had a long conversation with several gentlemen 
on the Alabama claims, a subject on which some 
Americans are not to be spoken with, as they lose 
their powers of both reflection and speech. 

As I was talking to reasonable men, I entered on 
the subject so far as to say that the matter in 
dispute was purely a question of international law, 
and if it could be proved that the British govern- 
ment had been guilty of culpable neglect in allow- 
ing the Alabama to leave our ports, I was sure that 
every Englishman would feel with me that we 
ought to pay. 

" I sincerely hope that the law will be found to 
be on your side then," said one of the party. 
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"Yes/' said another; "our only wish is that the 
North would go to war with you, and then they'd 
see what we'd do. . They think that a war with 
Great Britain would be the means of uniting us; 
but no, we should rejoice to see you whip and 
humiliate them to the dust, and then our turn 
would come." I repeat these as being the senti- 
ments of men of ^ition and nnde^ta^ding. to 
show how universally the feeling of the North and 
South is divided. " We are fuUy convinced," said 
another gentleman to me, " of Republican govern- 
ment being, not only a fallacy as a safeguard to 
Uberty, but also tiiat it is the ea^est form undex 
which tyranny can be exercised." 

That the South is being held by Congress as 
Italy was by Austria is appaxent to a stranger, and 
it is odd to hear Americans denounce their fellow- 
citizens as tyrants and oppressors. 

The Southern press is violent to a degree that 
amounts to the ludicrous, though there is much that 
is saddening in what is written. I subjoin in an 
appendix some extracts from " La Crosse Democrat," 
and other journals, which will bear out much that I 
have stated as to public sentiment ; nor shall I con- 
fine myself to extracts firom the Southern press, but 
endeavour to give a general idea of the journalistic 
tone and amenities. 

The restaurants of New Orleans enjoy a high 
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reputation, and certainly the food served at these 
establishments is better cooked and served than any- 
thing one gets at an hotel Th^ city is abundantly 
supplied with water, which flows through the streets. 
Canal Street is one of the finest thoroughfares I ever 
saw in a city, being nearly two hundred feet wide. 

Whilst wandering about New Orleans, I witnessed 
one sight which was grand in the extreme, the 
burning of one of the large steamers that ply on the 
Mississippi. It had caught fire while in dock for 
repairs, but the imagination could easily picture 
what would be the horror of such a scene had the 
fire broken out during a passage on the river. 
Apropos of fire, it has struck me firequently and 
forcibly as a marvellous thing that all America is 
not burnt to the ground, through the careless way 
in which lucifer matches are used. At every turn 
you find them lying about in most dangerous proxi- 
mity to other combustible matter ; and nearly every 
one you meet is sure to have half a pocket full, 
which he scatters about with as perfect indifi'erence 
as though arson and incendiarism were the two 
great objects of his existence. 

The fair sex in New Orleans has been the subject 
of much dispute and animadversion. 

I had always been imder the impression that the 
word Creole was intended to express a person of 
mixed blood, but have been informed that such is 
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not the case ; for that, in Louisiana, a Creole only 
means native American, whether the descendant of 
coloured or white parents. 

The French Creole ladies, descended fix)m the 
earliest settlers, are many of them beautiful, and 
dressed in good Parisian style. In manner they are 
said to be highly refined, and certainly make a 
brilliant display in public. With these some of the 
best families of Americans have been known to 
form matrimonial alliances. They must not be con- 
founded with either Quadroons or Octoroons, who 
are a mixed race, and, however lovely or wealthy, 
are excluded from all society. 

It is whispered that in some instances the pure 
white blood has been known to espouse the tainted 
loveliness of the Quadroon ; but only when there has 
been a very large fortune to purify and sanctify the 
match. 

Among this class are found persons of the most 
degraded description, against whom, it was alleged, 
that aU the severity of Butler was directed. But I 
have been assured that the grossest insults were 
offered, by that gallant General's authority, to ladies 
of the first families, whose great offence was wearing 
mourning for their relatives who had fallen in the 
Southern ranks. 

One habit is said to be common among some of 
the belles of New Orleans, the thought of which did 

o 2 
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not fascinate me, and that waa chewing snuff. 
From what can be seen in public, one gets the idea 
of the existence of a superior class in this city, and 
this I have been told is the case, especially among 
the old French families. 

During winter. New Orleans is very gay. The 
opera and theatres are open on Sunday evening, and 
are attended by brilliant audiences. The Quadroons 
in the upper tier of boxes, to which all their race is 
confined, make a grand display; and many of 
them being wealthy, they form a society among 
themselves, which, though it does not rank high in 
general estimation, enables them to vie with their 
purer blooded neighbours in externals, at any rate. 

Though careful not to get into political discus- 
8ions,IwaB always anxious to listen to what waa 
going on around me. I was much amused at the 
violence with which the loungers at the hotels and 
bars rushed into controversy on every subject. 

I must say the Southerners had the best of it in 
talk, not, perhaps, because they had right on their 
side, but in consequence of their opponents being 
usually low, foul-mouthed ruffians, who substituted 
abuse for argument 

I was much amused by one man who told me he 
had been in Texas— to or from which part of the 
States, by the way, nearly every one in the hotel 
was either going or coming. 
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"They're a rough lot there/' he said; "won't 
stand no nonsense, nor yet take no greenbacks/' 

I asked him if he had enjoyed his visit He 
looked at me with an expression to which I wonder 
he did not give vent in words, for it plainly meant 
" You must be a darned fool to ask such a question/' 
as he replied, — 

" Enjoyed myseK ? no 1 I went to look after a 
chap as owes me some thousands of dollars/' 

I expressed a hope that he had got his money 
after aU his trouble. 

He gave me a scared look near akin to the first 
in meaning, as he said, " Couldn't find him for 
many months ; but, when I did, I will say he spoke 
fair, for he said he'd think about paying me in a 
twelvemonth or so/' 

As this did not strike me as having been a very 
encouraging promise, I asked him why he did not 
press for something more definite in tiie way of 
settlement. 

" Well," he said, " 111 tell you how it was I did 
not like to press that man, for that's a man as won't 
be pressed, and that's a fact. No, he will not, for 
he told me that within a month he had shot two 
creditors who had come bothering him for money ; 
so, you see, I did not like to press him, but let him 
take his own time." 

T highly approved the prudent course my friend 
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had adopted, and said I thought he was well out of 
it. " Out of it," he repKed, " I shall do business 
with that man again, for though he busted he means 
honourable, I'm sure." 

The cemeteries of New Orleans are remarkable as 
being depositories of the dead above groimd, the 
alluvial nature of the soil rendering interment in 
the casual way indecent and almost impossible. 

The dead are placed in brick graves, or as they 
are called, " ovens," which are built in tiers to the 
height of ten or twelve feet, by ten feet thick, and 
form blocks of tombs intersected by gravel walks. 

There is, I believe, a burial ground for the poor, 
from which the water frequently washes the dead, 
and leaves them uncared for, and exposed to the 
light of day. 

I had nearly forgotten one lion of New Orleans, 
to which aU American visitors rush at once, and that 
is the battle-field, where a monument, unfinished of 
course, commemorates a glorious victory gained over 
the British, January, 1815. 

I must do the Americans the justice to say that 
they refer to this subject with much reluctance in 
the presence of the English, for fear they should 
make us, as they term it, " feel bad.'* So insensible 
was I to the intense mortification which all Britishers 
are supposed to feel at the recollection of the severj^ 
himiiliation they are said to have experienced in 
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that battle, that I could converse calmly about it ; 
and considering that the English under Greneral 
Packenham were caugbt with the waters of the 
Mississippi on one side, and nothing but " cane- 
brakes" and "cypress swamps" on the other, it 
looks very like their having been the victims of an 
ambuscade, a style of fighting in which the Americans 
have been always remarkably successful. 

I do not think that General Jackson has much to 
be proud of, nor yet the nation at large, though the 
anniversary of the victory is stiU observed, on which, 
according to the American statement, 3000 of the 
English were killed and wounded, whilst the Ame- 
rican loss was only 7 killed and 6 wounded. Allow- 
ing for the immense superiority of the Americans in 
the art of war, these odds suggest more the idea of 
a slaughter of men who have been caught in a trap, 
than the result of an open conflict between two 
armies. 

If the Americans are proud of this achievement, 
I don't think any Englishman will feel disposed to 
begrudge them the gratification of boasting about or 
of commemorating it. 

I left New Orleans at 4*30 by train, in the hope 
of getting to Memphis in four-and-twenty hours, 
where I had designed getting on board, the "Great 
Eepublic " steamer, which was bound up the Missis- 
sippi for St. Louis. It had four-and-twenty hours' 
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Start of me, and in consequence of the windings of 
the river would not arrive at Memphis till long after 
the time I was led to hope I should be there. 

It would seem that hotel-keepers, especially at 
Richmond and New Orleans, think it decidedly 
infra dig. in them to give any truthful information 
to their customers or guests, as they please to term 
them. I was assured, at the St. Charles, that the 
train from New Orleans to Memphis was fast, with 
sleeping cars attached to it, and that my journey 
would be safe and speedy. 

It was on Sunday evening that I left New Orleans, 
and I must say I did so without regret, especially as 
far as the St. Charles' Hotel, at which I stopped, was 
concerned, for it is nearly as bad as it can be ; dirty 
and neglected in appearance, and as to my room, it 
was as comfortless as it looked : the food, as usual, 
was uneatable. I must say, however, a word for 
the civility of the person who presided in the dining 
room, and the attention of the waiters, who I should 
say had recently been raised from the ranks. 

They were Irish boys, accustomed, one would 
think, to the hod, and were evidently under the 
impression, a very common one in this country, that 
it is the duty of a group of waiters to stand with 
their hands on your chair and breathe into your ear 
— not by any means either soft or sweet nothings. 

As Fve said before, the food was bad in quality 
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and scant in quantity. A variety of Hasty dishes 
was served, each containing a dab of something, not 
more than two mouthfuls. The coflFee was drinkable, 
and the pastry very fair, and there is an end of 
praise to be bestowed on that department 

I was conveyed, with one valise, from the hotel 
to the train in a bus, for which transport I was 
charged one dollar. 

My heart misgave me when I saw the train, it 
was little better than a parliamentary in England ; 
the sleeping car was such a nasty sty that I was not 
sorry all the berths had been taken. 

I gave up the sleeping car without regret, and 
tried to make the best of the other. I thought I 
had a right to expect a decent style of car, for the 
fare was high enough, but in this was disappointed. 

We left the station punctually. The evening was 
lovely, and though our journey was through a dead 
level of a swamp, yet so rich was the verdure, and 
so abundant were the flowers, that it was a pleasure 
to look upon Nature, even under this form of redun- 
dant unculture. 

We had hardly left the station, when the 
squeaking of a wheel betokened something wrong ; 
and so there was, for as the daylight declined flames 
were visible issuing from the box of the wheel of 
the sleeping-cars. Again and again was the train 
stopped, but as those in charge "reckoned'' and 
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" guessed '^ that she was not yet overheated, on we 
went, till at last matters became so bad that those 
who had occupied the sleeping-cars, were forced to 
leave them in consequence of the heat. 

We stopped at one place for nearly an hour to 
"fix^' the wheel, and in consequence of these delays 
reached the junction at Canton too late for the con- 
nection, i.e. for the train by which we were to have 
gone on to Memphis, and were told we must " lay 
over " here four-and-twenty hours. 

so., of the pa«e„ge« were indignant, aodn>o« 
than one declared that the conductors and others 
were drunk 

It appeared that there had been a hot box as they 
call it also in the engine itself and altogether we 
had had a lucky escape from broken wheels and 
other miri>ai«. 

As there was nothing for it but to wait, I made 
my way to the inn at Canton, and found it much 
the same sort of an establishment that used to be 
called an hotel in the rustic districts of Ireland 
some half century ago, where, as some wag has 
expressed it, " everything was sour but the vinegar.'' 
Canton is a mystery to me ; it is a mere collection 
of small stores of the roughest description, which 
have sprung up lately ; there is a court-house 
adapted for a town of forty thousand inhabitants, 
the population of Canton being two thousand. 



NEW OBLEAKS. 203 

There are of course several churches ; there are 
some carts standing idle, some negroes, some men 
who look like farmers, and others whose appearance 
is that of bandits; and plenty of children, pigs, 
and geese made up the live stock. 

One of the natives, who spoke with a strong 
brogue, in answer to my inquiry touching the 
healthiness of the place, told me he considered it 
bad for any one after a time. 

Thinking this highly probable, I merely replied, 
" Indeed 1 " 

" Yes," he continued, " not so much for the body 
as the mind." 

Feeling convinced that the only thing which 
could reconcile one to, or in any way induce, a 
residence in Canton must be aberration of intellect, 
I again said " Oh, indeed 1 " 

" Yes," he continued, " sir ; and it's the food as 
does it." 

Surprised and somewhat disconcerted at this 
statement, for I had not at that time partaken of a 
meal in Canton, I said anxiously, " How is that 1 " 

He said, " Sir, it's the pork they eat." 

I had heard in my youth that pigs' marrow is apt 
to bring on insanity, and here was something like a 
confirmation of what I had regarded as a super- 
stition of my early days. 

My informant went on to say that the inhabitants 
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nearly starved the poor beasts in winter, who, on 
being eaten, took this terrible revenge on their 
tyrant consumers. I give the statement as it was 
made, and leave it to the consideration of the 
scientific. 

I would gladly have learnt more on this inte- 
resting subject, but my informant suddenly became 
silent and left me. 

When I had time more leisurely to examine mine 
inn where I was expected to take mine ease, the 
truth dawned on me that this " laying over " was a 
litUe ..raog^ent between the ,^ay toction- 
.riea and Le host; the house being evident, 
arranged with a view to an emergency of this kind, 
since most of the rooms were provided with several 
beds, or rather shake-downs, each one more dirty 
than the other. 

I was lucky enough to get a cell to myself, which, 
though dirty, was seclusion from the gang that in- 
fested the other parts of the house. 

I may say that the dining-room was in harmony 
with the sleeping apartments, and the meals in the 
strictest keeping with the rooms. 

There was, in fact, an agreement between all 
parts of the establishment, which gave it an air 
more easily imagined than described. 

It was uniformly filthy, under which head the 
food is distinctly to be understood as included. 
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The weather was oppresdvely hot Several patrons 
of the establiflhment were very drunk ; but really 
mad or drunk you must be, or suicide and Canton 
would be identical 

I was afraid to enter into conversation, for fear of 
being challenged to fight or drink ; but from what I 
could hear, party feeling seemed to run high among 
all present^ and devotion to the Union was by no 
means a prevailing sentiment. 

Many of those about the inn were from Texas, 
and a nice state of society must exist there. It is 
very odd to listen to the various languages, I mean 
fol of English, indulged in by Zp^pk ; ^^ 
dialect of the three kingdoms crops up, with the ad- 
dition of a twang which more or less pervades the 
voice of the whole coimtry. 

I have wasted much time on Canton, which is 
decidedly not worth one of the many curses heaped 
on it by profane men who disliked the " lajdng over ^' ; 
but if what I have said should prevent any one 
from travelling by the Mississippi Central Rail, I 
shall feel that I have done a benevolent thing, and 
my reader ought to bless me. The recollection of 
the beauty of the evening and night before, on 
which I liked to dwell, in some degree reconciled 
me to the discomfort of my journey, and as I 
dawdled away the day at Canton, I thought of how 
we had passed through the densely wooded swamp. 
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which was wonderful to behold, illuminated with 
fire-flies, rushing through the trees, and looking as 
though the stars had come down to pass an evening 
with the flowers and shrubs, and were at high romps 
among them. 

The whole scene seemed teeming with life. 
The chirruping of the various insects made you 
marvel when they took rest; and as to the 
frogs, they might have been petitioning Jupiter for 
a king, so loudly did they raise their voices, as 
though clamouring for redress of some grievance. 
It might have been a concert they were giving in 
honour of the fire-flies ; at any rate, they kept it up 
most perseveringly tiU dawn. 

Sleep seldom visite me in a railway car, and was 
out of the question on this occasion. The motion 
of the train was unsteady, the seats imcomfortable, 
the weather oppressive, the stench fi'om the burning 
grease of the wheel-box overpowering ; the officials 
kept rushing through the car almost incessantly, 
and banged both doors violently on entering or 
leaving. 

A baby, driven fi:om the sleeping-car, cried 
piteously and perseveringly. 

A very ghastly old woman would stand bolt 
upright the greater part of the night, and kept 
inquiring constantly when she would arrive at her 
place of destination, which was at some point it 
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would occupy at least two days more to reach ; she 
said, " I'm very bad, I'm killed," and then went on 
to tell us she had been travelling for some time, day 
and night, tiU she was quite worn out Added to 
this, I expected every moment that a wheel would 
give way, and that the train wotdd run oflF the line ; 
but, as I have said already, nothing serious occurred. 

I have spoken elsewhere of the superiority of the 
men one meets in travelling south, but I must be 
distinctly understood not to refer to those one 
encounters lounging about hotels, for they are alike 
everywhere, and, I must add, always highly objec- 
tionable as to their habits ; though I have fallen in 
with those who were agreeable and obliging. The 
style of the ladies whom one sees at meals in the 
Southern hotel, is infinitely better than that of the 
class met with at the fashionable watering-places of 
the North, of which I shall have to speak hereafter. 

At dawn we were summoned to take our 
places in the train, and proceeded through a dusty 
wild country till early in the afternoon, when we 
reached Memphis. 



MEMPHIS. 



What Memphis may have been when it flourished 
in Egyptian soil one has little opportunity of 
judging, but since its transplantation to the banks 
of the Mississippi, it has enjoyed the unenviable dis- 
tinction of being considered the worst place in that 
by no means respectable neighbourhood. 

On reaching the Overston hotel, we were sur- 
rounded by a crowd of ragamuffin boys shouting 
out, " Evening paper, fiill particulars of the murder 
last night." The aspect of the town is decidedly 
uninviting, and the heat and dust most oppressive. 

As it was my intention to take to the river at this 
point, the first inquiries I made were respecting the 
steamer "Great Republic," with which I had calcu- 
lated on falling in here, as she had left New Orleans 
on the Saturday previous. 

The afternoon was young when I first inquired, 
and I was assured that she would not arrive till the 
next day. Having dined, or done the best I could 
towards doing so, I set out to explore the town. 

The dust blew in perfect torrents through the 
streets. There was nothing to be seen but the Levee, 
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or wharf, a shabby town, and a few miserable grey 
squirrels in the public garden, so I returned to 
the hotel, and sat outside the door surrounded 
by a group of wild-looking expectorators. Just 
after sunset as the news-boys were still shouting 
about the "Murder last night/' the discharge of 
pistols close at hand was heard; nearly every one 
except myself rushed to the spot whence the sound 
had proceeded, and shortly returned with the 
pleasing announcement that two men were severely 
woimded. 

They had quarrelled at a drinking-bar, and both 
having revolvers had fired simultaneously. 

Never did time go more slowly. I luckily fell in 
with a very obHging gentleman who was travelling 
the same route as mjrself, and with him followed up 
the inquiries respecting the Great Eepublic. 

So conflicting were the statements and opinions 
as to the time of her arrival, that at nine o'clock, 
we resolved to go to bed, expecting to be roused 
about three o'clock in the morning. 

Worn out by an afternoon passed amid expec- 
tation and expectoration, I gladly sought my couch, 
but had no sooner done so than the sound of a gun 
excited my suspicions that the Great Republic had 
arrived, suspicions Which were rendered conviction 
in a few minutes by a clamour at my door. I 
roused myself, and hurried on board the steamer. 



MISSISSIPPI. 



Seldom has such a night come from the heavcDS 
as the one in which I embarked on the Mississippi. 
The Ughtning was so vivid as to iUmninate every 
instant the river and its banks, the thunder was 
deafening, and as to the rain, the water coming-in 
was not " a circumstance'' to it 

Amid this conflict of the elements we were 
conveyed in a carriage to the water's edge, much 
to the satisfaction of my companion, who had 
travelled the road before, and assured me it was 
not at all uncommon for passengers to be robbed 
in walking from the hotel to the steamer, as " the 
Levee" wbb infested with thieves, for whom the 
cotton bales lying about afford a shelter, both before 
and after attacking an unwary stranger. 

When safely on board the steamer I was more 
than satisfied with her appearance and accommo- 
dations. Her whole length is occupied by one vast 
saloon more than three hundred feet long, at one 
end of which is the office, smoking and writing 
room. Next to these, only marked by difference of 
furniture, is the space devoted to eating ; whilst at 
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the ezfreme end, fitted up with a piano and other 
elegancies, is the drawing-room for the ladies. The 
state-rooms are ranged on either side of this saloon, 
and are commodious and clean. 

There is a drinking-bar close at hand, and also a 
barber's shop. The attendants, all coloured men, 
are very civil 

I won't say much about the cuisine, nor is it a 
subject on which I should have bestowed as much 
remark as I have hitherto, had I not been bored to 
death with statements regarding the superiority of 

missariat department. 

T^e Mississippi ought to be beheld in a glare of 
lightning to be seen to advantage, for, under ordinary 
circumstances, it is an ugly stream about the colour 
of weak pea-soup. 

I have been told that " before the war," that is 
the other way of putting it, a trip on these steamers 
was "real elegant" The most splendid "people 
did use to travel by them." 

I believe that such was the case, and that there 
was much excitement, if not Amusement, on board, 
oc6^oned by the gambling which was carried on to 
a great extent. 

The rich planters, who were returning from 
New Orleans or elsewhere, with plenty of money, 
the result of the sale of their cotton, were an 

P 2 
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easy prey to gangs of swindlers who infested the 
river. 

Sometimes very serious consequences ensued from 
the gambling ; but all this is over, the planters are 
penniless, so cannot be fleeced any more ; and the 
steamers are, consequently, not so lively, but decid- 
edly safer, and more agreeable modes of conveyance. 

My fellow-passengers were, for the most part, 
stupid, and not by any means sociable. 

The scenery on the Mississippi is not easily de- 
scribed : the only objects of interest being snags 
and alligators. The former render the navigation 
perilous — ^being the trunks of trees that have been 
washed away from the banks and carried into the 
nuddle of tie stxeam, where they lie embedded in 
mud, and are capable of destroying a steamer. 

Hearing Ih^La^ the woH a pao., life .0 
know them all, and that it was his constant care to 
steer clear of them, I innocently inquired whether 
it were not possible to remove them by means of 
steam-tugs. 

" Eemove them I in course they could ; but what 
on airth would become of them pilots ? " was the 
reply. 

I felt the force of the remark, and said no more ; 
monopoly and protection being American institutions. 

There had been a somewhat feeble attempt to be 
jolly during the evening, and a quadrille was per- 
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petrated, I am inclined to think, by those who were 
interested in the boat ; for the principal part of the 
passengers abstained from joining in the sport 

The passengers were not favourable specimens of 
Southern refinement, the splendour of the boat, 
perhaps, made them appear to greater disadvantage. 
We had some music volunteered by many pas- 
sengers in this wise. A young lady sang a song, 
some plagiarism from a trashy English ballad, the 
words altered to suit an American view of the 
subject, not unfrequently bearing on the war, with 
Northern or Southern proclivities, as the case might 
be ; and whilst the young lady was singing, some of 
the bystanders would chime in and produce a 
pleasing effect, as far as they were concerned, but 
one especially disagreeable to the listeners. The 
young ladies were very chatty, and I dare say made 
themselves agreeable. I don't remember whether 
it was on board a Mississippi boat that a lovely girl 
astonished a susceptible Britisher, who, in his desire 
to do the agreeable, offered her at breakfast some 
shrimps, and was not a little taken aback at her 
replying, " No, sir, thank you, I never eat bugs ; " 
— ^the name of that interesting insect having been 
selected as the generic term for all creeping things. 

The huge steamer labours through the muddy 
waters as though sulky and disgusted with its 
freight and the voyage ; as well it may be, for this 
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" Father of Waters " is not by any means a tiling to 
sho^ strangera I am glad that his children, in 
general, do not retain a strong family likeness to 
him, for he is hideous, a huge ill-regulated creature, 
rushing headlong through the land, never knowing 
which course he means to take, or keeping on his 
own side, varying his position perpetually ; so that 
Mr. Smith goes to bed with the conviction that he 
Uves on the left bank of the river, opposite Mr. 
Jones; but on getting up in the morning discovers 
that he is on the right bank of the river, next door 
to Mr. Jones. Families who have been good friends 
and neighbours for some time, find, on a sudden, 
the width of the river between them, without, how- 
ever, creating any coolness, for at times it is a bath 
of boiling mud. 

We had the good fortune to stop at Cairo during 
the night, so that with the exception of being dis- 
turbed by the noise consequent to the arrival and de- 
parture of a steamer, we had nothing to complain of. 

I saw one or two parties engaged at euchre, a 
game which the Americans claim to have invented, 
and say, of course, tiiat it is much finer tiian whist, 
to which, I believe, it bears some resemblance. 

On the whole, the evenine was as dreary as could 
I. weU i^agin^J. 

A fine morning made even the Mississippi look 
well — not cheerful, but less dismal. 
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Writers tell us that this river is a charming stream 
till its pure waters are contaminated by the influence 
of the muddy Missouri, which joins it just above St 
Louis. 

I need not tell my readers where it rises, nor 
where it flows, but will teU them that, in my 
opinion, it is made up of the drainings of the swamps 
of America. 

Talking of swamps, reminds me that I have for- 
gotten to aUude to one of these terrible spots where 
fugitive slaves took refuge from their bloodthirsty 
masters, and either perished from hunger, or were 
torn to pieces by the blood-hounds sent in pursuit 
of them. 

The swamps certainly do look very gloomy and 
terrible, especially by night, with the effect of a 
waning moon on them, and would be a fine study 
for a scenic artist as a picture of desolation ; and it 
would be easy for a writer of the liighly imaginative 
school to work up a situation of the greatest horror 
in connection with them. But daylight would 
dispel the illusion, for he would then discover that 
the negroes are quite as much at home in them as a 
shepherd is on the Sussex Downs. 



ST. LOUIS. 



Afteb a long and somewhat monotonous day's 
journey through the mud of the Mississippi, we 
reached St. Louis at nine o'clock in the evening; 
and glad I was to exchange my floating palace for 
the Southern Hotel, by far the finest in the United 
States, and, in my opinion, the best. 

I cannot part with the "Father of Waters" 
without expressing an opinion that, except for pur- 
poses purely commercial, De Soto might as well 
have kept his discovery to himself ; but this remark 
will also apply to Columbus. 

Beyond having a fine position, and being very 
extensive, St Loxiis has nothing especially to 
recommend it. Here all other matters seem com- 
pletely eclipsed by commerce — ^the minds of men 
are wholly absorbed in it. There exists a great 
jealousy of Chicago, and one would think that the 
railway companies were bent on running one another 
off the road by the violence with which they compete. 

The Court House is considered a fine building; 
it only struck me as large. 

The smoke of the steamers renders a walk along 
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the " Levee " very disagreeable and almost useless, 
as, in consequence of it, you can see nothing of the 
river. 

There is little in St. Louis itself to repay one 
for the trouble of visiting it ; the suburbs ore ex- 
tensive and agreeable. 

Having a great desire to see the Prairies, I took 
my departure from St. Louis, so as to have an 
opportunity of passing through them on my way 
to Chicago. I would strongly advise my readers not 
to put themselves to any inconvenience in following 
my example, for however grand the Prairie may be 
in the fax west, the hunting-ground of the Eedskin, 
the home of the bison and the antelope, where 
stampedes excite, and Indians scalp Jbhe traveller, 
that portion of it traversed between St Louis and 
Chicago only resembles a bad crop of coarse hay. 
I must allow that the effect of sunset was fine, and 
so was the brilKant starlight of a dear frosty night 

I had been for aomTweeke enjoying . warm 
eUn^te. and ™ M^ taken by l^ U. find 
myself in the region of frost again, as I was on 
arriving at Chicago, where it was freezing hard, and 
there had recently been a fall of snow. 

From the many peculiarities connected with 
Chicago, a more than ordinary notice of it seems 
required of one who is writing anything about 
America — not only an account of the physical 
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extent and importance of the place, but also 
respecting its moral tone and power, the influence 
of wHch cannot be exaggerated as affecting not 
only Chicago itself, but a very large portion of the 
United States. 

That the Western are the coming men, is ad- 
mitted on all hands ; and now that the South is 
likely to be crushed out, the coming struggle will 
be between East and West, and a desperate one it 
seems likely to be. 

ma^i li^g r^ains of old wodd chivalry 
and honour were to be traced in the conduct of 
the South, these qualities never have existed in the 
West, the inhabitants of which are as overbearing 
and self-asserting as the Yankee himself 

Whenever these two incarnations of Self— the 
Western and Eastern men — shall come into collision, 
then will human nature be seen in its basest colours ; 
then will avarice, envy, and hatred, ranked on both 
sides, meet in a deadly conflict, the horrors of 
which will be immitigated by either fear of God or 
human respect 



CHICAGO. 



Chicago, it must be admitted, is a wonderful 
place, inasmuch as its growth, like that of the 
mushroom, has been suddenly accomplished. 
Thirty years ago the site of the present city was 
litde more than a cluster of log buildings, which 
were used as a military station 'to check the incur- 
d<™ of the IndiZ and dso, « . pl«=e of 
rendezvous, where the simple American trader 
might meet the wily Indian and barter with him 
for his furs. 

It is said that there was also a tavern where the 
dissolute Redskin would linger for days, till he had 
spent the proceeds of his trading ; and though his 
pale-feced brotlier's dealings wiHx him were always 
conducted on the fairest and most honourable terms, 
yet such was the avarice and want of good faith 
displayed by the Indian, that by a singular feitality 
it ofben happened that a quarrel ensued which 
ended in bloodshed, so that the Americans were 
obliged to call in the aid of the military. 

I was much struck with one account I read of 
the dealings of the American with the Indian, in 
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whicli it was stated that the latter bound themselves 
by a treaty to remove forty days' journey beyond 
the Mississippi, and were to receive on that condi- 
tion a sum of money annually. 

On one occasion four thousand of them assembled 
to receive, this annuity, but becoming dissatisfied 
^ what waa given Ln, made anTLpttoseize 
on aU they saw. A fight ensued, in which many of 
the Indians were killed. The only part of the story 
that struck me as remarkable was the fact of a mere 
handful oi white men being able to repulse 
thousands of Indians. 

There was, it is true, a Commissioner of the United 
States government engaged to treat with the Indians, 
so of cLeaJl must hi been done in a straight- 
forward honourable manner, and no one wiU beUeve 
idle stories about Indians being made drunk with 
whiskey, or destroyed by poisoned waters ; but that 
they have been got rid of is very certain, and we 
must, I suppose, ascribe their disappearance to the 
p^ess of civilization and the working of humanity. 

Certainly one is puzzled to think how the present 
occupants of the land can be an improvement on 
those whom they dispossessed, unless we assume 
that the latter were as vile as the Canaanitish 
nations : a supposition for which there is not the 
slightest foimdation. 

We may not believe the Indian to have been 



OmOAGO. 221 

such a noble being as the novelist has portrayed 
him, but he must be bad indeed if, after education 
and other civilizing influences have been brought to 
bear on his race for years, he should turn out no 
better than his pale-faced brother. 

It is useless to speculate on what the Indian was 
or might have been ; he is gone from Chicago and 
is fast disappearing from the Prairie, to the intense 
satiBf^tton of ftl who We seized on hi« in- 
heritance. 

It probably is true that he is faithless, cruel and 
treacherous; but what qualities of an opposite 
description has the white man held up for his 
example. Chicago may be a subject for self-gratu- 
lation to the American, but tested by the principle 
of right and wrong one is not quite sure that it may 
not be a city foimded in blood and built up on 
oppression and wrong. 

I need hardly inform my readers that Chicago 
is on the western shore of Lake Michigan, at the 
mouth of the river from wHch it takes its name. 
No inland city can possess finer means of commu- 
Mcatioa with the oL worU, anoe by means of 
lakes, rivers and canals, and railways Chicago is 
united with both the Pacific and Atlantic oceans. 

The situation of the city is low and swampy, the 
highest part of it not being two feet above the level 
of the ' lake ; the river, across which draw-bridges 
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ore thrown at almost every turn, intersects its 
streets. As these are being constantly moved to 
allow vessels to pass, one's progress about the city 
is apt to be repeatedly impeded, to say nothing of 
the risk of being drowned. 

The original city was built below the level of 
the lake, and consequently efficient drainage was 
impossible; to remedy this defect the greater 
part of.it was raised bodily some feet higher, a 
feat which denotes the energy of the people, and 
reflects great credit on the engineers engaged in 
the work. 

The streets of Chicago are wide and nearly all 
paved with wood. It would seem as though the 
wood had been as hard to get rid of as the water, 
for everything is wooden — excepting, of course, the 
population, 

Chicago boasts of a harbour five miles in extent, 
of warehouses, wharves, and granaries, in over- 
whelming numbers. The grain trade is enormous, 
and its increase something tinprecedented. In 1838 
the first shipment of wheat took place, and was 
seventy-eight bushels ; in 1865, the exports of grain 
amounted to fiffcy-four millions of bushels. 

There is also a great trade carried on in timber, 
or, as it is called in America, " lumber ; " and also 
a very thriving trade in provisions. 

In feet, Chicago is the metropolis of all that is 
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ready-made; for you may buy a house, have it 
fumiflhed with everything, stored with food, packed 
up, and forwarded anywhere you please. So that a 
man who is migrating can start off like the snaQ 
with his house at his back, and pitch it down when- 
ever and wherever he pleasea 

I visited, some of the granaries of the city, which 
have very powerful appliances for loading com, 
called " elevators ; " which we should call " lifts," 
or " cranes." 

I was a little puzzled as to their capacity, which, 
I was told, was ten millions of bushels; but I 
received the statement with humility — as becomes 
one who is being instructed in everything. 

I do believe that many of these people regard an 
Englishman and an Indian in much the same light; 
as specimens of "old effete bust-up prejudice," 
for they show one everything with a sort of trium- 
phant air, and a " what-do-you-think-of-that ? " 
sort of tone. 

" You won't see anything like that in your old 
worn-out country," said a very gentlemanly person 
to me. " It's a good thing for you to come here, 
and have your ideas expanded; and that's what 
your nobility did ought to do, and then they 
wouldn't ride you down as they do with their parks 
and their game laws, as you daren't call your souls 
your own in. And whatever is that Queen of yours 
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alter, I should like to know, as she don't do away 
with all them eflFete institutions ? " 

I humbly suggested that Her Majesty had not 
the power, and, I was sure, had not the wish to 
interfere with the rights of her subjects. 

" Ah, that's where it is, you see ; you are so eat 
up with them Old World prejudices ; .it's enough 
to make anyone laff 'isself sick to think of such 
rubbish.'' 

As I found my friend was growing incoherent, I 
tried to lead him away from the subject of our 
national failings to that of Chicago's greatness — ^but 
it was useless. If I admired anything, he always 
brought up England's insignificance and rapid decay 
— ^predicted a dreary future for us — stated it to be 
a certainty that " that Prince of Wales of youm 
won't never be King." 

I stated it to be my hope that the day was very 
far distant when he would be called on to discharge 
the duties of the sovereignty. 

"Ah," said my friend, "that's where you are 
such slaves to a system ; always bowing down to 
power.^ 

He then burst forth into such a minute account 
of the private history of Her Majesty and all the 
royal family, that one would have thought he'd been 
brought up in the palace. 

At last I said, "How long were you in England?" 
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" Me in England," he replied, " never, and never 
will be. It wouldn't never suit me, to be a cringing 
and calling fellows I considers my inferiors *my lord.' 
I wouldn't do it.* 

I suggested that in all probability, even in the 
event of his visiting England, he would not &U in 
with many lords. 

" There you are altogether wrong,'* he said, " for 
it is weU known as us Americans goes into the best 
society. Our minister introduces us to where you'd 
be shut out 'from, and Queen Victoria can't refuse 
us." 

As there was no reply to such trash as this I 
talked on generalities, and imderwent a pretty 
strict cross-examination from this interesting person, 
who was sitting in an easy chair with his feet on 
the table, spitting copiously, and by way of amuse- 
ment cutting a bit of wood with a pocket-knife, a 
pastime familiar to aU acquainted with American 
manners, under the term of " whittling." 

This is such a stereotjrped description of an 
American, that I feel I murt .aaure mj re»Ws it 
iB not . faney skeW. nor even a carioaL. 

When I had given a full and particular account 
of myself, as to place of birth, age, occupation, 
my interrogator said in a somewhat apologetic 
ton^ : 

" You see we're a curious people," as though he 

Q 
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thought that quite excuse enough, I replied, "You 
certainly aie." 

He then asked me several questions about 
London, of which I stated I was a native. 

He looked at me steadily, and exclaiming, 
"Thank Grod I was not bom in that eflFete old 
place," rose from his seat and left the room without a 
word in the way of adieu, or any sort of salutation. 

This by the way is a national custom : you may 
be talking — even with an acquaintance — ^for some 
time, and he wiU turn away abruptly and walk off 
whilBt you a« spedring. 

The population of Chicago, made up of Yankees, 
Irish, and Germans, is said to be about a quarter of 
a miUion, but is being rapidly increased daily by 
immigration. 

There was a time when this was considered as 
the extreme western city of the United States, but it 
is now rapidly becoming its central point, and seems 
destined I be perhaps the most imrortent place in 
the Union. 

The churches are numerous ; the Catholic cathe- 
dral is a fine building and was densely crowded at 
high mass. None of the others, except one which 
belongs to the Baptists, is worthy of attention. 

There are of course educational establishments 
of all sorts and descriptions, and charitable institu- 
tions adorn the city at all points. Especially are 
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the asylums for orphans, both Catholic and Pro- 
testant, highly commended, as well as institutions 
for reclaiming the lost and wretched, with whom 
this city abounda 

The morality of the people is not highly spoken 
of, and so numerous are the divorce cases that one 
day a week (Saturday) is devoted to them, and 
called the " unmarrying day." 

I imagine this must in some degree be the result 
of the vast influx of Germans, for one hears an 
anecdote, which I remember to have heard related 
in the north of Grermany, the scene of which has 
been transferred to Chicago, of a gentleman having 
been seated at a rubber of whist with three of his 
former wivea I certainly read in the paper of a 
couple who had been divorced twenty years, having 
made up their differences and renewed their nuptial 
vows; both having in the interim been married 
several timea 

As far as one could judge £rom casual conversa- 
tions with the citizens of Chicago, they regard the 
South with contempt, and the North and East with 
aversion. One can but feel that trouble is looming 
in the future for the Great Country from the 
conflicting interests of East and West. 

The Opera House is a fine theatre, and there are 

several other places of amusement of minor import^ 

ance. The beer gardens in sununer afford recreation 

q2 
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to the Glermaiis, especially on Sunday afternoon, 
when concerts are given. 

The hotels are large ; but not exceptions to the 
generality of such establishments in this country. 
The servants are attentive and zealous, especially 
the housemaids, one of whom came and swept out 
the gentlemen's parlour totally regardless of the 
presence of guests. 

Here, as elsewhere, mine host is affable, as one 
would expect him to be, since he is described in the 
guide-book as, " The Gentlemanly Proprietor." The 
only comment on which statement is, that if he be 
Buch, he is to be deeply sympathised with, as being 
totally out of his element. 

I must say I was much consoled when at meals, 
by the knowledge that the knives, however far down 
the throat they might be thrust, were incapable of 
inflicting harm ; in £Etct, they are plated, a process 
to which they are subjected to facilitate supplying 
guests with what is called a clean knife; this is 
accomplished by the simple method of dipping 
Smith's knife into a jug of warm water, wiping and 
handing it to Jones, who at once plunges it into his 
food, and then down his throat. 

I have occasionally seen a man ask for a tea- 
spoon to enable him to consume the gravy; but 
this must be regarded as exceptional I was 
forcibly reminded of cannibalism one day at dimier, 
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hj the sight of a party indulging in a banquet of 
pork. 

Fenianism is pretty strong in Chicago, at least, 
its advocates make powerful appeals to the Irish. 
I saw a bill which invited all men " to rally round 
Ireland," which feat was to be accomplished by 

« 

attending a meeting at which General Something 
was to speak, the said general having, it was stated, 
humbled the pride of Great Britain in the field. 
Having never heard of this humiliation, I did not 
care to have my national feelings mortified, and 
moreover, being a sincere well-wisher of Ireland, 
I did not rally round her on this occasion ; feeling 
sure that I should not be listened to if I attempted 
to state the truth, that as well might the Indian 
hope to ezpel the white man fi:om America, as the 
Fenian Brotherhood expect to subvert the English 
rule in Ireland. 

In Chicago it is that you may hear the most 
benevolent feelings expressed for the Negro ; senti- 
ments that do honour to our fallen nature ; but the 
effect of which is slightly marred by very different 
views being entertained respecting the disposal of 
the Indian, for whose destruction I have heard some 
advocate the use of strychnine. 

The United States government has passed very 
stringent laws prohibiting the sale of all spirituous 
liquors to the Indian, for whom the fire-water has- 
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a fascination quite as great as, if not greater, than 
that by which it enslaves the " pale-faces/' 

To no one, except to a commercial traveller, 
would a visit to Chicago prove a source of gratifica- 
tion ; it is essentially a place of trade and nothing 
else, and looks very much as if it had been made 
elsewhere and brought to the spot it at present 
occupies — there is a "ready-made'' air about both 
place and people. Some of the latter are said to be 
very wealthy ; and the house of one man, a Grerman, 
I believe, is pointed out as a marvel of costliness, 
the screws with which some of the doors are fixed 
beiBg silver, which wiU give an idea of ite magni- 
ficence. The opulent owner did not live to enjoy it, 
having died within a few months of its completion. 

The waterworks are of prodigious size, and have 
been erected at a cost of one million dollars. 

The rapid progress of the Great Pacific Railway 
is bearing civilisation rapidly to the fax West 
Cities are springing up on the line, and there are 
large towns growing in the very heart of the desert 

The Indians have proved serious impediments to 
the work of the railway, and have given a great 
deal of trouble to those engaged in it. I have 

■ 

heard but an indifferent account of these children 
of Nature firom a friend who passed many months 
among them, but must say that their defects of 
character appear to be, in great measure, but the 
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result of their contact with the civilised portion of 
the human raca 

I believe they are like all savages, very treache- 
rous, and will attack and scalp a Mend if he should 
happen to possess that which they covet I have 
heard of a man whom they received in a most 
friendly manner, falling a victim to the fa.ct of his 
possessing some red blankets, which took the fancy 
of the Indians, and of which they could not resist 
the temptation to possess themselves ; they scalped 
him and took his blankets ; he contrived to escape 
with his life, though deprived of his hair, and lived 
happy, we will hope, ever after in a black silk 
skull-cap. 

All trace of the Indian has long been removed 
from Chicago, and it is difficult to imagine where 
he can be " located " so as to enjoy his natural pur- 
suits and not interfere with those of his white 
brother. 



ON THE RAIL. 



Thebe is one great advantage which Chicago 
affords a visitor, — extreme facility both for reaching 
and for leaving it Railwa3rB start hence for every- 
where, and they say one hundred trains arrive and 
depart daily ; many of these having sleeping cars 
attached to them, for which one pays extra, as they 
are a matter of private enterprise apart from the 
railway company, in fact, a sort of "locomotive 
hoteL" Fancy names are given them, such as 
" Silver Palace Sleeping Cars,'' lending a fairy-land 
sort of character to them which is not realised when 
you find the one you occupy in possession of a large 
family party of Germans, the children whereof 
scramble constantly all over the seats with nasty 
looking food in their hands, and make the carriage 
very like a pig-sty by day, and at night cry inces- 
santly for water, ajid make themselves as objection- 
able as young human nature is wont to do under 
such circumstances. 

I met a very intelligent and pleasant companion 
on this line, with whom I travelled as far as Pitts- 
burg.^[^He was a Northern man, who had lived long 
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in the South. His great horror was Butler, whom 
he described in terms both foul and forcible; 
vouched for the truth of the story of the plunder of 
houses, and the large number of pianos made 
captive by the General's bow and spear. 

He is said to have sold all the American instru- 
ments, but to have burnt the English ones, being 
too patriotic to advance the fame of any foreign 
manufacture. 

My informant, whose exact line in politics I 
could not make out, spoke very strongly as to the 
introduction into the South of the vilest and most 
obscene pubUcations from New YoA. against which 
the authorities of several towns protested, but in 
vain, as it pleased the military occupants of the 
South to beguile their hours of leisure with the 
perusal of the " Last Sensation," or filth of a similar 
description. 

As I was making my way eastward, I selected 
the Pittsburg and Fort Wame route as being the 
best There had recently been some very ugly 
accidents on the other lines, such as carriages run- 
ning off the line and falling over embankments 
of some fifty feet in height ; and, what was still 
more terrible, the carriages in two instances had 
caught fire, and the unhappy occupants were 
burnt to death ; the fire originating jBrom the 
stoves in the carriages being full of lighted wood 
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which was scattered about, and set fire to the 
seats. 

I was especially warned against this line by a 
considerate stranger whom I encountered between 
St Louis and Chicago. 

He was a small and particularly thin man, with 
sharp black eyes and a very miserable beard, and 
introduced the subject of railway accident somewhat 
abruptly, by saying, as he laid aside a paper he had 
"been perusing, *^ That's a pretty considerable lot of 
dead 'uns.** 

As this remark Was addressed to mo, and I was 
not aware to what lie waa referring, I inqnired where ? 
He looked at me attentively, and went on in soli- 
loqny ., ttov^ he were mddging m . deep M0«1 
reflection, "and won't do for you, nohow, as you would 
not have a chance, as I can see, with your flesh.*' 

As I saw he was too much preoccupied with his 
own thoughts to hear any remark I might make, I 
awaited in silence his further remarks on this, to me, 
interesting subject 

"I don't see," he continued, "how ever in this world 
they would get you out, for you see they couldn't 
save him nohow, not through the window." 

I was still puzzled, when my companion thrust 
the newspaper in my hand, and said, "Take and 
read for yourself, and then you'll see as it's a bad 
look-out for you." 
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A perusal of the details of this terrible accident 
which the paper contauied, threw light upon these 
remarks, for I read that one unfortunate man might 
have been saved by being pulled through a window of 
the carriage, but that being stout the aperture was 
not large enough to allow him to pass through it 

When I had read this piece of intelligence, cheer- 
ing to a man of sixteen stone weight, my companion 
repeated, "A bad look-out for you.'' He did not 
mean these remarks as either chaff or impertinence ; 
he wa3 quite serious, and seemed deeply impressed 
with the additional risk which, as a stout man, I ran 
in travelling by raO. I think ho was truly sorry 
for me, but he spoke no more. 

In passing through Pennsylvania, one is struck 
V the «r »( Javtion which pervades a>e 
J«n,^, to a degree not u^ally Met wi^ in di*i* 
remarkable, as this is, for enormous mineral wealth. 

In the centre of this the city of Pittsburg is 
situated, famous for the energy with which its inha- 
bitants have developed the natural resources of the 
neighbourhood. CJoal and iron abound, and have 
raised the city to pre-eminence as a manufecturing 
town. Beyond this there is little to commend the 
place, though it possesses some fine public buildings. 

Alleghany City, on the opposite side of the river 
AUeghany, is the residence of many of the most 
opulent of those who carry on business in Pittsburg. 



236 THE GBEAT OOTJNTEY. 

The scenery in the Alleghany mountains is tame, 
and looks like a sort of diminutive, washed-out 
Switzerland 

The rate at which the trains travel is not bad, 
though nothing to the speed to which we are 
accustomed ; whilst the delays at junctions, and the 
want of correspondence between the trains, are quite 
as bad as they are in our own native land 

One practice in which Americans indulge with 
regard to railways is most dangerous, 

A whole party will enter " a car,'* one member of 
which only is going to travel, the remainder being 
friends who have come to see the traveller off; they 
remain chatting away tiU the train is in motion, 
and then take their departure by deliberately 
jumping out On one occasion two women stopped 
talking till the train was in fall swing, and then 
one of them sprang out, she fell, and apparentiy 
under the train ; her companion was about to foUow 
her, and was held back by main force, fighting like 
a wild cat with those who were detaining her. 

The conductor stopped the train to enable her to 
descend with safety, and we watched her rejoin her 
companion, who was apparentiy hurt, for she 
walked with a limp. I am mclined to think that 
the efforts of those who had restrained the second 
jumper were regarded by the passengers as a piece 
of impertinent interference with national custom, as 
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those who had chocked the lady's descent were 
English; regard for human life not being by any 
means a strong characteristic with the American. 

At one part in the course of my journey I was 
placed in a most terrible position. It was at a 
station where dinner was to be served Not feeling 
inclined for the meal^ and being interested in a 
book, I resolved to remain in the carriage. The 
heads of the German family to which I have 
alluded .as being my fellow-travellers, were anxious 
to get some food, and asked me if I would give an eye 
to the children, five in number, as the little darlings, 
the eldest of which was not above six years old, 
were aU deeply engaged in the consumption of 
some very terrible form of infantine food 

I consented, and was left alone with my interest- 
ing charge. All went on well till the food was 
consumed, with which they bedaubed themselves 
and the seats, and then they took to looking out of 
window, making a noise that suggested a miniature 
BabeL All of a sudden I heard a cry of anguish, 
and was appalled at seeing the whole party, except 
the baby, rush to the door, the baby having pitched 
on to its head. 

I was divided as to my duty, whether to pick it 
up, or rush to the other children. I did pick up the 
baby, yelling like a demon, and as sticky as a treacle 
cask, and made my way to the other children. 
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This door being locked, their progress had be^i 
iQterrupted. No sooner did I get near them than 
their cries became shrieks of terror. I could not 
soothe them. Only knowing fifteen words of 
German, and they bearing ezdusive reference 
to one's requiremoits at a hotel, I was indeed at 
a loss. I laid the baby down on a seat, and 
tried everything I could think of to caJm this 

terrible Trtonic tribe, but in vain. 

I was at a loss to imagine what had caused the 
outbreak, when the entrance of the mother solved 
the mystery, and reUeved me from my most em- 
barrasi^tuation. She had mistaki the train, 
and had rushed along the platform to another set of 
carriages, unconscious that her offspring was wit- 
nessing her flight, and had given vent to its feelings 
under the impression that she was abandoning her 
faamly for ever. 
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Havino completed my tour South and West, I 
have only to conclude this part of my work with 
some general remarks as to what I have seen and 
heard. As regards the face of nature, the country 
is by no means beautifiiL I have spoken of the 
abundant vegetation which is met with in parta I 
have remarked on the dreary swamps and sandy 
tracts through which I have passed. 

I do not know that I have mentioned one beauty 
with which the woodlands abound ; and that is a 
kind of creeping plant, called in America moss, that 
grows in great abundance on the trees and hangs in 
graceful festoons firom branch to branch, giving a 
most charming effect to the scena 

The Negroes collect it for the purpose of making 
beds, for which purpose its elasticity well fits it. 
Though I did hear a man at Wilmington denounce 
it as " darned rubbish," and say " it swarmed with 
vennin, but was quite good enough for niggers." 

The state of morals in parts of the South, espe- 
cially in Virginia, is more akin to our own received 
ideas on the subject 
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Divorces are rare, ajid difficult to be obtained ; in 
fjBUJt, the tone of society in that State is very like 
that which may be found among good country 
families in England. Most of those whom I met 
down South spoke very generally of a Republican 
form of government as a failure, and were strong in 
their denunciation of universal suffirage ; not a few 
condoled with me on the extension of the franchise 
in my own country, and predicted evil things for 
England's future under our Reform Bill, though 
the better informed willingly admitted that we have 
a safeguard of which America is «itirely destitute, 
and that is the character and social status of our 
public men. 

A few demagogues in England may make them- 
selves heard, and lead away the masses for a time 
with clap-trap speeches ; some men of education may, 
for the sake of holding office, pander to the mob ; but 
the strength of England lies in the immense stakes 
which so many honourable men have in her welfare, 
and their sincere desire to do the best to build up 
her institutions on the firmest basis— the wiU of the 
majority, and a due regard to the righto of the 
minority. 

It is impossible to say what will be the result of 
the abolition of slavery ; in some places free labour 
is to be obtained, and the landowners have gained 
by the loss of their slaves, of whom they always had 
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a larger number than they could get work out o£ 
The sick, the aged, and the young, were heavy 
burdens on them, and it remains to be seen which 
side will lose by the new state of things. 

Should the Negro, as some political economists 
predict, die out, there is a great question as to 
whom the landowner can look for gathering in his 
crops. Many of the Southern Planters have gone 
to the Brazils with a view to settling there ; but 
there are statements which differ widely as to the 
result so fer of the expsrimsnt 

As I have said before, there are many who wish 
to come to Englajid ; but as I told one highly intelli- 
gent gentaeman who was asking me about farming 
in England — a maji who had been a landed pro- 
prietor in the Southern States of America would, 
even as a gentleman-farmer in England, find him- 
self in a very different position. 

A Virginian Planter has held a place in society 
there which would little fit him for a farm at lease- 
hold on a nobleman's estate in England. Ireland 
might, in many respects, better suit him, and it 
would be an odd form of transmigration were the 
American landowner and the Irish peasantry to 
exchange countries. 

One great cause of regret among the Southerners 
is the non-recognition of their rights by Great 
Britain, which was, as they state, a very false move 
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on our part. " Had you acknowledged ub, you'd 
have done a great benefit to yourselves; you'd 
have weakened the United States; yOu'd have 
checked Eussia^ and have saved the life of the un- 
fortunate Maximilian^ whose blood in great measure 
lies at the door of the United States government." 
It is very certain that although it may be doubtfiil 
as to the power of the United States government 
to save him, the tone of the American Press has 
been most offensive respecting that iU-fiated prince. 
Whatever may be one's opinion as to his having 
gone to such a place as Mexico, which strikes one 
as an act very similar to that of accepting the 
regency of the infernal regions, yet there can be no 
doubt that Maximilian, was a gentleman, and 
though betrayed himself, would not abandon his sup- 
porters ; it was Quixotic, no doubt, in a prince, to 
keep his word, or act in good faith in these days, 
but it was respectable, and the Emperor Maximilian 
is more honoured in his gory grave than the Arch- 
duke would have been who had sought his own 
preservation at the sacrifice of honour, or obtained 
it firom the patronage of the United States govern- 
ment 

It is utterly monstrous to hear Americans talk 
of their right to object to sovereign power existing 
on the continent of America. With the bright ex- 
ample of those splendid anti-monarchical institutions. 
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the EepubKcs of South America, with the edifying 
spectacle erf Mexico before our eyes, and taking into 
consideration the possibility of the United States 
drifting into a condition very similar to that of its 
neighbours, I think the less said about the perfection 
of a pure republic the better. 

At any rate, a very large number of American 
citizens are of opinion that it matters little by what 
name you call a government, for the dominant party 
will ever crush the losing side, and that in Congress 
the power is getting more and more into the hands 
of the " Rowdies ; " the result of which will be 
such as has been witnessed elsewhere — a reign of 
terror, to be followed by a despotism. No doubt 
while the fortunes of men are about equal, a republic 
is a conceivable state of society ; but as riches in- 
crease on the one hand and poverty on the other, 
two distinct classes are growing up with opposite 
interests, between whom equality is impossible, and 
a collision must ensue as a necessary consequence of 
divided interests. 



r2 



EN ROUTE TO NIAGARA. 



One of the most pleasant routes by which Niagara 
may be reached is the North River ; taking in New- 
port, Providence, and Boston. Fine steamers leave 
New York every afternoon during the summer 
months, which land you at Newport at the conve- 
nient hour of three in the morning. 

A sail up a river on a fine evening is always 
agreeable, even though the scenery may be nothing 
remarkable. 

The steamers axe commodious, but wanting in 
deck room ; the space usuaQy allotted to that being 
occupied by the saloons, which are vast and finely 
fitted-up. There are external galleries to enable 
passengers to enjoy the fresh air, but they are 
limited as to space, and, consequently, crowded. 
The accommodation for passengers is most extensive ; 
and, in the lower saloon, the berths are ranged 
around on all sides, giving an efiect like a gigantic 
honey-comb. The attendants were all coloured men, 
and particularly attentive. I did not care for the 
supper, but it was abundant. 

Arriving at Newport in the dead of the night is 
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by no means calculated to give one a favourable 
impression of the place. 

The landing-place being at some distance from 
the hotel, it was necessary to obtain a vehicle for 
the transport of oneself and one's eflfects, and this 
was by no means a task easy to be accomplished. 

eL, .t length fo^a eTri-ge, L ro.^ 
the driver and a friend who were sleeping inside it 
—a circumstance which rendered it slightly oppres- 
sive — I and a companion started for the Ocean 
House Hotel 

I am imder an impression that driver and horses 
were not thoroughly roused from slumber till we 
reached the hotel, when, at any rate, the former was 
quite wide awake, as his demand for his fare 
proved. 

The marvel was that any of us had reached any- 
where, for the whole journey, about a mile and a 
half in distance, was nothing but a series of jolts 
and hairbreadth escapes : the carriage itself being a 
wreck that threatened to go to pieces every instant ; 
whilst the horses seemed as reckless as the driver in 
rushing on regardless of impediment. The hotel 
being reached, we were enabled to retire to rest. 

The season was far advanced, so the number of 
guests was small, which gave an air of desolation to 
a large barrack-like building, which is badly situated, 
having no sea view. 



246 THE GBEAT COUNTRY. 

There can bo no doubt that Newport is well 
adapted for a gentleman's residence^ as it is agree- 
ably situated^ easy of access^ and possessing much 
natural attraction. Some of the houses are very 
tastily arranged, and have, apparently, nice grounds 
attached to them. 

During the season, tibe hotels here are crowded 
by those who like the style of society and enjoyment 
that establishments of this description afford. 

There is plenty of display in the toilettes of the 
ladies, and the American youth puts forth all its 
powers of fascination. 

Parties of pleasure during the day, music and 
dancing in the evening, aa weU aa other charming 
pastimes, render a sojourn at Newport a season of 
real enjoyment. 

Newport has an historical interest attaching to it, 
as having been the scene of the devastation worked 
by the British, who held possession tUl 1779, and 
before abandoning it almost destroyed the once 
prosperous City, which, in commercial importance, 
far exceeded New York. 

A small steamer conveys one from Newport to 
Providence, a thriving manufacturing town, plea- 
santly situated on the Narraganset. 

On the short voyage between Newport and Provi- 
dence, at a place called Eocky Point, the steamer 
was almost taken by storm ; a large party of excur- 
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sionists coming on board. From the overwhelming 
majority of young girls that composed the party, I 
was induced to think it must be a school treat, 
although the presence of a large number of lads 
made that supposition appear improbable ; and I 
found out, on enquiry, that it was one of the excur- 
sions that are made daily, during the summer, from 
Providence to Rocky Point, one of the attractions 
being " clams " and " chowder,'' which are devoured 
in large quantities by all visitors ; — dams being a 
very nasty-looking fish of the mussel tribe, and 
chowder a broth composed of meat and fish. 

I was told that moonlight excursions are very 
popular with the youth of Providence, though I 
doubt whether they are conducted with that rigid 
propriety which the pious founders of Providence 
were the upholders, in theory, at any rate. 

It was when about to leave Providence by train 
for Boston, that I was much interested by the con- 
versation of one whom I thought to be, like myself, 
waiting for the train. 

He turned out to be an official, and was more 
than [ordinarily communicative, and gave mo some 
information respecting the arrival of the " cars." 
He then indulged in some general remarks about 
the system in which railways were conducted. " I 
do not like the work myself,'' he said ; " and that's 
a fact, it don't suit me though it may others, and 
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therc*s plenty, as you'd think, would be glad of a 
job, but no, they don't see it — ^for there was a 
fellow, a loafer, that came asking for work a few 
weeks ago, and I told him I could not give him a 
job just then till the train came in, and then I said 
I may employ you, for they're pretty sure to bring 
a dead im, and then the/U want a hand, and when 
that train did come in it had a dead im, as had 
been killed coming along, but, would you believe 
it, that fellow wouldn't take his place, not he." 

I was surprised at such an instance of a man 
being blind to his own interests, but suggested that 
perhaps he did not like to run the risk 

" Well," continued my informant, " that may bo 
so ; not that we think much of danger either, for it 
aint long ago as the bridge was left open on the 
Harlen River, and the cars went in and forty were 
drowned, and in less than four hours it was aU 
forgot." 

Cheered at the outset on the railway, to see such 
sublime indifference displayed as to human life, I 
pursued my journey thoughtfiil iy as far as Boston. 



BOSTON. 



The Fremont House at which I put up is a 
tolerable hotel ; it was very full at the time of my 
visit, and I had to share with a friend a sitting- 
room turned into a deeping apartaient. 

Boston does not give one the idea of a commercial 
city, in spite of its splendid harbour and extensive 
wLvea. It reminded me more of =ome sueh 
places as Cheltenham, Bath, or Leamington. It 
has an air of comfort about it that makes it contrast 
favourably with other cities of the Union ; but it 
looks a cold and tilted kind of city. 

It lays claim to be the head-centre of all that is 
intellectual in America, and I should say would 
consider all "European'' seats of learning and 
intelligence as " small potatoes " compared with 
itself. 

The Common, a^ it is called, is a large open 
space railed in and planted with trees, corresponding 
more to our idea of a small park, or ornamental 
pleasure ground, than anything I have seen else- 
where in America. 

One of the chief public buildings, Faneuil Hall, 
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named after a wealthy merchant who built and 
presented it to the town, is remarkable as contain- 
ing the very worst looking collection of portraits I 
ever saw, whether regarded as works of art, or 
likenesses of human beings. A bust of some 
worthy occupies a distinguished position, and is 
eveii more terrible than the portraits. 

From the State House a fine view of the city is 
to be obtained by making the ascent to the dome. 
By far the finest view of the city, harbour, and 
surrounding country is from the top of ike monu- 
ment on Bunker's Hill, which is in CharlestowiL 
When you ask Americans why the monument 
was erected, they say to commemorate a great 
battle. 

K you should be ignorant on the point, and 
pursue your enquiry as to which side gained the 
day, the guide will reply, " This is the spot where 
"Warren feU,'' and points to a small stone. You 
reply, " Oh, indeed," and may go away wondering 
who on earth Waxren was, unless you are a student 
of Trans-atlantic history, and then you will know 
all about it 

The great lion of Boston is " Harvard University," 
which is at Cambridge, a few miles out of the city. 

It was originally Presbyterian, but is, I beUeve, 
at present under the rule of the Unitarian body. 

It is said to contain very efficient schools, but ha3 
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not produced any startling results, at any rate of 
late years. 

I think it was here that a terrible tragedy was 
enacted some few years back, when one of its 
professors W9s murdered, and his remains burnt, by 
another member of the University. The motive 
being that the murderer was indebted to his victim 
asmn of money ^Hch he was unable to pay ;-a 
method of disposing of a creditor stiU in vogue in 
Texas, but sadly out of place in a seat of learning. 
It made a great sensation at the time, as did the 
execution of the culprit 

Churches and Institutions of every kind abound 
in Boston. 

The Unitarians are the majority, and, I believe, 
may claim to be the descendants of the FUgrim 
Fathers, whose landing place in New England is 
some forty miles from Boston. There is a difference 
of opinion among Americans as to how this event 
should be regarded. Some, I suppose, still assert 
that it was a blessing to the coimtry of their adop- 
tion; whilst I have heard of others who declare 
that of all the calamities that have befallen the 
human race two were the greatest One, the Fall 
of Adam, and the other, the Landing of the Pilgrim 
Fathers. 

The intolerant spirit of these pretended cham- 
pions of religious liberty has happily passed away. 
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and every man obeys the dictates of his conscience 
in Massachusetts without fear of the gallows, 
pillory, or other miaor punishments, with which 
the orthodox Puritan would fain have visited those 
who differed from his religious views. Even the 
despised and hated Catholic may now boldly pro- 
claim his faith in a land where once the profession 
of it was as perilous as ia England itself. It is due 
to the Unitarians to state that perfect toleration is 
the principle on which they act with regard to all 
religious belief. 

I have been fortunate enough to visit Boston 
more than once, and though I have had no experi- 
ence of society there, am inclined to think that it 
must be a more agreeable place of residence for 
those out of business than New York. 

As far as commerce is concerned Boston seems to 

« 

have seen its best days; the withdrawal of the 
Cunard line of steamers from the port beiag 
symptomatic of great commercial decay. The 
great trade with China and the East Indies, once 
carried on here, has quite declined, and Boston must 
console herself with the thought of her intellectual 
superiority, of which most of her citizens seem 
sensible to a degree which verges on the extravagant. 
As I have before stated, during my journey South 
I encountered most agreeable and friendly com- 
panions from Boston, though I also encountered 
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those in my travels who were what the Americans 
term " Blowers/' and whose conversation was made 
up with praise of New and abuse of Old England. 

Boston in winter is very gay. Theatres and 
other places abound^ and are well attended. 

The public conveyances are better arranged than 
in New York, and the state of the streets -is very 
superior. Of course the New Yorker will cry out, 
"Look at the difference in the traffic;'' but allowing 
for this, the palm must still be awarded to Boston. 

If a large number of schools be any indication of 
the educational condition of a people, then ought 
the Bostonians to be in the highest state of intel- 
lectual culture. I must say that in ordinary con- 
versation I did not discover any superiority of ex- 
pression. In fact, the constant use of the phrases, 
" I want to know," and " Do teU," did not strike 
me as elegancies of speech worthy of the " Athens 
of America," as Boston is called, I believe at the 
instance of its own citizens. 

To return to amusements, tiie principal theatres 
are the Boston, Howard Athenaeum, and the Conti- 
nentaL The first named of these is very handsome, 
and the performances are of the best description. 
Time was when a theatre in Boston was as unknown, 
and as unlooked for as a pork-shop would have been 
in Jerusalem ; but times are changed, and so are the 
Bostonians. They have become lovers of theatrical 
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representations, which their forefiathers would have 
regarded as abomination, and would have driven 
actors from the city with a taste of the scourge to 
expedite their retreat ; but now theatres are much 
frequented,, and there are Sunday-evening concerts. 
" Stabat Mater " was given whilst I was there, on 
Sunday, a performance the Pilgrim Fathers would 
have regarded with a horror even greater than that 
which a theatre would have excited in their saintly 
minds. 

The neighbourhood of Boston is very pretty, the 
harbour of Charles Eiver being very fine. The 
cemeteries of Boston are decidedly worthy of praise, 
being beautifully kept and well situated. The 
churches have no claim to attention ; I believe the 
citizens of Boston regard them with reverence, as 
monuments of antiquity, a view in which no 
European would concur, as the reign of Charles II. 
is not a remote period in our eyes, though it 
may be fairly so considered by the historian of 
' Massachusetts. 

It is said that the Bostonians pride themselves 
upon being more like the English than any of their 
neighbours. I did not discover, at a glance, the 
resemblance ; but certainly their city has a greater 
air of comfort about it than any other in the United 
States. 

One thing struck me as very Scotch, and that was 
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the observance of Sunday, as far as externals are 
concerned at any rate. 

My route from Boston being to Niagara by way of 
Saratoga, I left Boston by an afternoon train, and 
reached a place called Rutland about midnight. 
Here we received the gratifying intelligence that we 
should have to wait for our train till about four 
o'clock 

There was a hotel close at hand, where we could 
get supper and beds, but having dined just before 
leaving Boston, I had no inclination for food ; and, 
as for thinking of going to bed for that space of 
time, it was out of the question ; so my companions 
and myself made the best of the shelter that the 
waiting-room afforded us. 

There was what is called a refreshment bar, at 
which no alcoholic drinks were to be obtained, as we 
w^ere still under the dread rule of the Maine Liquor 
Laws. 

The night waa very fine, but extremely cold ; and 
because it was not to be obtained, brandy became 
the one thing on earth most desired. Filthy stuff, 
called tea or coffee, was alone to be had. Let 
tiiose who are tiius forewarned be forearmed witii a 
pocket-pistol, containing the best cognac they can 
get. 

We left Rutland at about half past four o'clock, 
and reached Saratoga by eight o'clock. 



SARATOGA. 



So distiiiguished a resort of American rank and 
fashion as this, deserves an especial notice, though 
this is aoiother of those pla.^ the very name of 
whicli is supposed by some Americans to cover every 
Englishman with shame and humiliation^ for in this 
neighbourhood Sir John Burgoyne was defeated 
during the war of Independence, an event which, 
though of great importance at the time, has somehow 
escaped the British memory, since feiw Englishmen 
seemed to know anything about it, and one indi- 
vidual of that nation displayed ignorance that was 
astounding by saying to me that there had been 
some severe fighting hereabouts, during the late war ; 
and when I assured him that he was mistaken, he 
only replied — 

"Well, I never could make out anything about 
their war, and don't care to be informed on the 
subject." 

Saratoga has no beauty of position to recommend 
it, though it is not an unpleasant place ; the streets 
are lined with trees, which afford a grateful shade to 
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the dusty walks. The glory of ' Saratoga has much 
departed " since the war.* 

In former days the wealtihy inhabitants of the 
South used to seek here a retreat from the heat, and 
yellow fever, by which summer is distinguished in 
their own latitudes ; and in those days tihe toilettes 
of the ladies, and the equipages were gorgeous in 
the extreme. The hotel at which I stopped was 
called the Union, and very like a barrack and a 
bathing establishment combined. 

It is built and arranged for summer residence, the 
rooms are large and full of windows and doors. I 
met here with a very savage waiter, he was a daxky 
and very imcivil. I trust that he may have found 
some employment more suited to his disposition than 
ministering to the wants of his feUow-creatures ; his 
behaviour made me regret extremely the abolition 
of slavery and consequent disuse of the cat o' nine 
tails. I mention him, as he was the base exception 
in my coloured experience. 

rU not say anything about the living at this 
hotel, or I shall gain the reputation of being devoted 
to the pleasures of the table; which I do not 
deserve, for though I hold that man to be a fool, 
or worse, who says that he does not know the 
difference between good and bad food, yet I do not 
think dinner the one great and all important event 
of a man's daily life. I feel bound to state that 

8 
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those who ought to be judges in the matter of good 
living, assure me that " before the war " the food at 
the hotels was excellent. I can only conjecture 
that the contending armies ate all the provisions 
and slew the cooks; hence the existing state of 
things which unhesitatingly I pronounce to be 
detestable. 

The company at Saratoga was what is termed 
" style," by which is meant very over-dressed, jewel- 
bedizened, loud-taJkmg women, and men displaying 
every eccentricity that the male wardrobe is capable 
of being brought to. There was not a crowded 
attendance at the dinner-table ; and one very magni- 
ficently attired "gent" made a confidant of my 
neighbour, and indulged him with many particulars 
concerning the character and career of a lady sitting 
close by, which if not edifying, were interesting to 
a foreigner, as enabling him to judge as to the 
desirableness of bringing his female relatives to a 
fashionable place. There was some reason for the 
" gent's " disclosures, as he was a discarded lover of 
the lady who, at the moment, was the idol of an 
individual in a black velvet coat, a shirt that defies 
description, and jewellery so massive as to make me 
think it must be a fatigue to carry it about. 

The lady was a work of art, powerfuUy, if not 
beautifully, painted ; even her eyes were picked out 
with black. Her dress was of the palest blue, very 
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much yandyked at the bottom, and her feet were 
encased in very small high-heeled bronze boots of the 
brightest hue. Her hair was a little overdone, for 
she had such a lump at the back, that it gave her 
the effect of going about with a small porter^s knot 
on her head I believe that subsequently she had 
the '' gent " who persevered in circulating idle tales 
about her nearly flogged to death; some say she 
cow-hided l^iTn with her own hands ; but I do not 
vouch for the truth of this statement. I saw her at 
the Lake with her companion playing at bowls, and 
am inclined to think, by her excessive vivacity, that 
she had been indulging in fried potatoes, for which 
the restaurant adjoining the Lake is famous ; they 
are cut marvellously thin, being fried quite dry, and 
they serve to give a relish to the champagne, which 
is largely consumed at this place. 

The Lake is about six miles from Saratoga, and is 
reached by a very bad sandy road. The appearance 
of the place suggests the idea of a nobleman's park 
run to seed. With proper culture it would be a 
charming place ; it served at present to amuse the 
visitors to the springs, as the Lake in question is 
nine miles long, and affords opportunities for boating 
and fishing. 

The one great thing to be done at Saratoga is to 
drink the waters of the famous springs, which were 
highly esteemed by the Aborigines, and have for a 

8 2 
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long time been popular with the Americans. The 
most celebrated of these waters is known by the 
name of "Congress/' and there are others called 
« Empire," " Columbian," " High Rock," " Excelsior," 
and by many more high-sounding titles, aU excellent 
for something or other of the iUs to which humanity 
is heir; principally for that national curse "dys- 
pepsia," for the prevalence of which 1 have en- 
deavoured to give a reason elsewhere. 

The hotel is said to be capable of accommodating 
from 1500 to 2000 "guests," for whose amusement 
an opera-house, ball-room, and billiard-rooms have 
been constructed. 

There was dancing every evening in the parlours, 
which some of the guests seemed to appreciate, in 
spite of a very bad attempt at a quadrille band. I 
have been told that " before the war," a very fine 
band used to play during dinner in the evening, an 
infliction which I was glad to be spared, as I am 
sure the flower of the band had perished. I thought 
the surviving harper was bent on imitating the 
" Minstrel Boy," and teaSing his chords asunder, so 
violently did he dash at the strings. 

Two of the finest hotels, the "United States" and 
"Congress," have been destroyed by fire ; but there 
is no lack of accommodation in the town, both in 
the way of hotels and boarding-houses. 

I was much struck by the very great number of 
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men whom I saw both here and elsewhere, with hair» 
whiskers, and moustache dyed; it gave them a 
fierce appearance, and added to the conviction I 
entertain most strongly, that in a few more genera- 
tions numbers of the Americans will have returned 
to the Indian type. 

The use of rouge and white paint, another charac- 
teristic of the savage, is very prevalent among the 
women, as also an inordinate love of beads and 
feathers. 

Some of these fair creatures are artless and 
primitive, as though bom in a wigwam. 

I observed one (as she sat waiting for her 
breakfast) cleaning her nails with a penknife she 
had borrowed of a friend; whilst a rival beauty, 
in order to shame her, produced a little box, with a 
file and pimiice stone, and commenced the same 
operation. 

There were some strong-minded females at table. 
I saw one who had not cleaned her nails, pinch 
every peach on a plate, and having selected the 
only two that were eatable, hand the dish to a 
neighbour. Let me here observe that I consider the 
American peaches as much over-rated as every thing 
else is in the country, whether fish, flesh, or fowL 
I had heard so much of the peaches, and one 
informant on the subject said, "I reckon 'twill about 
astonish you Britishers to see our pigs fed with 
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peaches." When I became acquainted with the 
peaches I felt sorry for the pigs. 

I must not forget to mention one highly interest- 
ing creature, an unprotected girl of about fifty, who 
was very busy with her nails till her breakfast was 
served, which she attacked literally "tooth aud 
naiL" I was much struck by her mode of eating 
eggs. She had several boiled, and broke them into 
a large wine-glass, a practice very general in 
America, though not unknown this side of the 
Atlantic. She then proceeded to eat them; but 
apparently did not like the white, for she spat it 
into her plate, from which she subsequently ate 
ham and eggs, and sausages, Hver and bacon, Med 
potatoes, and other delicacies, finishing up with 
cakes and molasses, all of which she washed down 
with coffee and several tumblers of milk, into which 
lumps of ice are put, which render it very agreeable. 

lie drinking bar at these hotels is a^lace of 
rendezvous,wlIremenmeet and gossip; anmcident 
occurred at one which serves to illustrate the im- 
popularity of the Hebrew race, and the refinement 
of the American. A very lively little Jewish 
gentleman was staying at one of the fashionable 
watering-places, and did his utmost to render him- 
self fascinating and agreeable. 

Not being endowed by Nature with beauty of 
person, he endeavoured to repair that defect by a 
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Bumptuous toilet ; nothing could be more brilliant 
than his clothes and jewellery. His locks were 
redolent with perfume, aad as to manners, he was 
good-nature and affability itsell 

He talked to everybody, tried to be obliging, 
offered to take men out for drives, rode on horse- 
back, and tried to fix on to cavalcades, either when 
starting, or en route, but all in vain. He was not 
populax, and very few people would even answer 
him civiUy. 

One day, or rather morning, he found a party at 
the drinking-bar, and proceeded to try and work in 
by observing that it was very warm. No one 
answered him; but there was some observation 
passed as to his being an imwelcome addition to the 
party. " If he tries that game again. 111 settle him 
darned soon," observed a tall, saUow Yankee, who 
was whittling and spitting over his sixth or seventh 
" cocktaiL " The Hebrew gentleman, nothing abashed 
by his cool reception, returned to the charge, and 
with a sweet smile, approached the bar again, 
rubbing his hands, and saying, " Now, what would 
you gentiemen advise any one to drink this hot 
morning." " Drink ! " said the Yankee, turning full 
upon him, " Why^ vinegar on a sponge" That was 
a settier ; the Hebrew gentieman withdrew to com- 
plain to the landlord that he had been insulted ; but 
all the satisfaction he got was — 
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" Then why the do you go bothering where 

you're not wanted/' 

Within a short distance of Saratoga is an Indian 
camp^ but as the tribe is ahnost entirely composed 
of white men^ and some declare they speak with a 
brogue, a very deep insight into Indian manners and 
customs cannot be expected to be derived from a 
visit to their wigwams. During the season there 
are races at Saratoga, a circumstance that by no 
means increases the select nature of the visitors, nor 
the high character of the place. The race course is 
extensive and well kept 

A visit to Lake George is one of the most 
popular excursions from Saratoga, it being at a 
distance of thirty miles. 

The neighbourhood of this spot is peculiarly in- 
teresting to the admirers of Cooper's novels, as the 
scene of " The Last of the Mohicans " is laid here- 
abouts. At a short distance from Lake George 
there is a gloomy spot, rendered interesting as the 
scene of a battle between the English and French 
in 1775. The latter being assisted by the Indians, 
the slaughter is said to have been terrible, and the 
Bloody Pond is still pointed out as the receptacle of 
the slain. 

In the neighbourhood of Lake George the ruins of 
Fort Ticonderoga are still visible. This stronghold 
was originally built by the French, and is recorded 
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aj3 being the first place of the kind taken from the 
English in 1775. 

It was not, however, an aflfair of bloodshed, for 
according to American authority the garrison was 
surprised by an intrepid band, who penetrated as 
fax as the bedroom of the commandant, and waked 
t>iTn with a demand for the surrender of the place. 

The Commandant replied by asking in whose 
name he was called on to yield his trust " In the 
name of the Great Jehovah and the continental 
congress,*' was the blasphemous but what is called 
the spirited reply of the intrepid leader of this fearful 
attack. 

Of course there was no resisting such authority, 
and the fort was immediately given up. 

Leaving Saratoga by the train for Schenectady, 
we took the "sleeping cars'' for Niagara^ which 
were not bad, but overheated. The state of the 
line was terrible, and it was no small relief to 
be waked up about half-past six with the pleasing 
intelligence that we should be at the Falls in half- 
an-hour. 



NIAGARA, 



FamHiTAH as the view of these marvelloiis Falls 
must be to everyone, nothing can give anything like 
an adequate idea of their size and beauty. It is 
said that many are disappointed with them at first 
sight ; a circumstance which can only be accounted 
for in my opinion in the same way that one imder^ 
stands a stranger on entering St. Peter's at Rome, 
thinking it smaU firom ite very vaatness. 

It is not for some time that one becomes accus- 
tomed to Niagara. At first sight one recognises an 
old acquaintance, and is inclined to be familiar with 
it, but by degrees its magnificence asserts its sway 
over the mind and understanding, and begets a 
feeling of awe. 

I am inclined to think that only one man could 
have done justice in writing on this vast handiwork 
of Nature, and that man would have been Shake- 
speare. I felt actually sorry. when I remembered 
that Thackeray had not visited Niagara. For it 
seemed a sort of disrespect on the part of a man of 
his intellect to have omitted to pay homage to so 
grand a work of the Creator. I don't believe he 
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would have written about it, but lie ought to have 
seen it. 

Leaving my readers to seek for descriptions of 
this stupendous creature from abler pens than mine, 
I shall confine myself to a short account of a few 
days spent in its immediate neighbourhood. 

I had the good fortune to have agreeable com- 
panions, and especiaUy one, who was indefetigable 
as a sight-seer and a capital hand at eliciting every 
sort of information from every sort of person. 

We put up at the Clifton House on the Canada 
side, which commands the best view of both Falls, 
and for hour after hour did we delight in the con- 
templation of those mighty waters, the beauty of 
which is enhanced by every variation of light and 
shade, new splendours being discernible as the day 
advanced and declined; a lovely moonlight suc- 
ceeded to add an additional charm to the scene by 
enveloping it with an air of mystery, for by the 
imperfect light the Falls seem to lose their reality 
and impress one with the idea of being supematuraL 
Here I am writing about that which I have declared 
to be beyond the reach of living authors, so I'll at 
once abandon the poetic and proceed to the prosaic 
details of my visit. 

I shall not be suspected of nationality when I say 
that I think the Clifton House quite equal to an 
American hotel, to which it bears a strong resem- 
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blance. Its situation is excellent, and its patrons — 
I may use the term in the dominions of Queen 
Victoria— were very like the "guests*' in hotels on 
the other side of the river. 

There are excursions to be made to all sorts of 
points and places more or less interesting to the 
traveller. It may be useful to remind my readers 
that the height of the Falls on the American side is 
154 feet/ and on the English 150. It is estimated 
that one hnndred miUion tons of water pour over 
them every hour. I don't know by what method of 
calculation this result has been arrived at ; but if it 
be so it justifies to a certain extent the remark of a 
very mteUigent jo^ man fa>m the North of 
England, who was standing by me looking at the Falls. 

" They are marvellous," said I. 

" I wish we had them in England," said he. 

" They would be out of proportion with the rest 
of the country; it would be England a part of 
Niagara," I observed, intending to be facetious. 

My companion said, "Ah, but think what we 
should do with so much water power!" I was 
silenced before a man of such eminently practical 
order of mind, for I had never thought of such a 
profanation as utilizing Niagara. 

In the immediate vicinity of these Falls are the 
scenes of many engagements between the English 
and Americans in 1814, and the sites of the battle 
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fields axe still visited by the curious in such 
matters. 

I was much amused by a dispute I heard 
between an old Canadian and a regular Yankee 
" Blower," who was vaunting the exploits of him- 
self and his comrades in the field during the late 
war. 

" Give me/' said the Yankee, " five thousand of 
our men, and Til undertake to whip all the ' Rebs ' 
in creation; they were nowheres in the field with 
us/' 

" You were never in the field, I should say, and 
don't know what fair fighting is," said the Canadian, 
who was an old soldier. 

"Thafs your way of looking at it/' said the 
Yankee, who was perfectly imperturbable, "but I 
know I was." 

" Then it was a field that had plenty of trees in 
it, for to shoot fi'om behind," said the old man, as 
he walked off muttering, " a set of shirking, sneak- 
ing skunks, shooting from behind walls. I know 
how they fight." This was the first specimen I 
had of the inveterate dislike entertained by many 
Canadians for the Americana 

I must do the representative of that nation the 
justice to state that he displayed great forbearance 
and good temper, for his antagonist was very 
provoking. But he only said **Let the old man 
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talk, he don't know nothing, it's about time he 
dried up altogether." 

Afl it was not my intention to go further into 
Canada on this occasion, I made my way back to 
New York by way of Rochester, Utica, Syracuse, 
all flouriyshing places, to Athens, where the steamer 
is taken for New York. 

Notwithstanding the classic names given to these 
places there is nothing to excite either curiosity or 
Lni^tion, beyondZact of tteir being flouriLg 
towns. 

The country through which one passes is nothing 
but a series of partially cleared woodland. The 
appearance of some of the trees that have been 
burnt without being destroyed is very picturesque, 
for in the uncertain light of evening they seem to 
be invested with life and action ; looking like wild, 
weird beings, invoking curses on their destroyers. 

What struck me especially on this journey was 
the unsafe way in which the trains pass through the 
country, there being nothing to hedge them in, and 
where the road crosses the line, only a board with 
the notice, "Railway crossing; look out for the 
engine,*' painted on it, which must be an efficient 
safeguard at night. 

The trains run through the streets of many of the 
towns with no other warning than the ringing of 
the bell attached to the engine. Passers-by are 
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occasioiiaJly killed ; on my remarking to a fellow- 
passenger on the extreme risk that was incurred by 
allowing a train to pass even slowly through a 
crowded street, he replied, " Thaf s so ; but they 
don't often kill any one that's of use ; it's generally 
old women aad children, and gracious knows, we've 
enough of them, 'specially old women." 



A PEEP INTO CANADA. 



I PAID my first visit to the Old Dominion in the 
depth of winter, and left New York in a violent 
snow-storm, at eleven o'clock at night, imagining 
that I should have a tolerable journey, as I had 
secured a sleeping car; but if ever there was a 
purgatorial situation in this world it is a long winter 
night passed in one of these would-be luxurious 
carriages. 

On entering it you are nearly stifled with heat, 
and Bs soon a^ the train is in motion you become 
aware that sleeping is out of the question. 

The oscillation of the train, the noise it makes, to 
say nothing of the snores of those around you, keep 
you partially awake, and then the sense of suffocation 
is most overpowering ; you fight for air with the 
window, but either you cannot open it, or else 
having succeeded in doing so, are compelled by the 
intense cold to shut it immediately. K you are so 
fortunate as to obtain a section of the carriage to 
yourself, it is better, because you then occupy the 
space of the upper and lower berths ; but if you are 
compelled to take what you can get, and there is 
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only one place to be had, then is your cup of misery 
filled up indeed. Your opposite and upper neigh- 
bour both expectorate on the floor, so that if you 
drop your handkerchief, you dare not attempt to 
pick it up. There you are till daylight doth appear, 
and then you wish to wash your hands and face, but 
the water is exhausted, and the towels used. You 
change cars early in the morning, and pursue your 
journey to Rutland, where you may dine, and of 
course are driven by hunger s pangs to do so ; there 
is nothing to drink but cold water, with the alterna- 
tive of drinking it warm, discoloured by some filth 
called tea. The Maine Liquor Law is in fall 
working here, and as it is the law, one submits ; 
but why does not the enactment extend to tea, or 
the stuflf so called in this country ? for as the 
immortal Tom Hood writes, " If wine is poison, so 
is tea, but in another shape ; *' and tea in America 
is not only deleterious but nasty; nor can I say 
much better for the coflfea 

From Rutland I made my way to Montreal, and 
but for private resources must have perished for 
want of drink, like those famed "thirteen cows and 
abuU in a farmyard'' of whom our ancestors used 
to sing. It was not till ten o'clock at night, amid a 
heavy fall of snow, that I reached Montreal, and 
was conveyed to St Lawrence Hall, my first 
impressions of which were not favourable. 
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Canada^ it is true, is brighter, dearer, and colder 
than England ; it is also more barren and ugly than 
any part of the mother country. 

The railways axe bad — ^in fact^ some of them go as 
proverbs for aU that is imdesirable for both share- 
holders and travellers. Nature is on a grand scale 
as regards forests and rivera; but it looks very like 
Nature having designed this part of her domain as 
a residence for wolves and bears. 



MONTREAL. 



Montreal is a weU-built city, occupying the site 
of one of the earliest French settlements in this part 
of the world, and was originally an Indian village. 
When in 1760 it came into the possession of the 
English, its present name was adopted. At that 
time it was a flomishing fortified town, and still 
maintains its position as the metropolis of British 
North America. 

The hotels are similarly conducted to those in 
the United States. The St. Lawrence Hall is 
considered the best. The necessity of heating the 
building by means of hot air, and putting up double 
windows and doors to exclude the intense cold, 
produces a sensation of oppression on entering the 
house which is very disagreeable. 

I reached Montreal in a violent snow-storm, 
which made my traosit from the raUway to the 
ho.din«.openca™g«farfa„n.greeaMe. The 
view, on the following morning, of the city enveloped 
in a robe of purest snow, illuminated by a brilliant 
sun, canopied by lapis lazuli of brightest hue, 
was cheering in the extreme, and I set out with 

T 2 
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alacrity to explore the beauties- of its neighbourlioocl 
in a sleigh well supplied with wraps of fur. 

Nothing could be more exhilarating than the 
effect of such a drive. The snow being frozen hard 
is like marble, and as slippery as glass, so that the 
speed at which one travels over it in a vehicle 
without wheels is exciting, and the marvel is that 
so few accidents occur. 

The great lion of Montreal is the Victoria Bridge, 
which spans the mighty St. Lawrence. It is not by 
any means a beautiful object, but deserves to be 
ranked among the wonders of the world. 

The banks of the river are not picturesque, but 
the view of the whole place from Mount Royal is 
decidedly fine, a drive round the said Moimt 
being a favourite excursion, but one that exposes 
visitors to intense cold, and especial care should be 
paid to the ears, which are liable to be caught 
by the frost, and the result is by no means 
agreeabla 

The timber trade is extensively carried on here 
as elsewhere in the British possessions ; the noble 
quays and extensive wharves of Montreal testify 
alike to its aptitude for business purposes and the 
flourishing state of trade. 

The timber is floated in large quantities into the 
St Lawrence from the Ottawa, a stream that flows 
for nearly a thousand miles through a wild coimtry, 
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fumishing little else than the product of primeval 
forests. 

The public buildings of Montreal, though they 
cannot be called beautiful, axe decidedly striking. 
The Cathedral, capable of containing 10,000 people, 
has nothing but its size to commend it, being full 
of pews and having double galleries — ^in fact it looks 
far more like a Protestant than a Catholic church. 

The Jesuits have a fine educational establishment 
to which a very large church is attached, and there 
axe a number of churches and chapels in the city 
belonging to the Catholics, among which St. 
Patrick's deserves especial notice. 

Among the many charitable institutions with which 
thi3 city abounds, that of the Grey Nuns, for the care 
of children and lunatics, is especially interesting. 

The Hdtel Dieu, an admirable hospital, was 
founded by the French in 1644, as was also the 
establishment of Black Nuns, who devote themselves 
to the education of girla 

Montreal abounds in charitable institutions, for 
here the sick and the foundling axe not entrusted to 
the care of those who, with the best intentions, axe 
not especially fitted and devoted to the work ; but 
are the objects of the unceasing solicitude of those 
who tend them &om the highest sense of duty, 
without care or hope as to earthly reward. 

It u indeed pLng not o^y to wi.nesa tte 
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devotion of these holy women, but also to hear the 
praise that is so liberally and generously awarded 
them, even by those who do not worship with 
them. 

Nothing can exceed the good feeling that exists 
in Canada between Catholics and Protestants; it 
seems as though each party acted on the belief in 
hi. neighbour* good ^^ fl.at the differencee 
whiehio widd/^te ^ in «.ei. p«^t of 
Heaven, were matters for the G-reat Judge to decide, 
who, as He alone can read the heart, will accept 
every service that is in sincerity offered from that 
only source whence human acts can command 
Divine approbation. 

It is cheering to me to see that this opinion of 
the relative positions of Catholics and Protestants 
in Canada, which I gathered during my very brief 
sojourn in tiae provice, has been coirm^ by a 
letter recently published in the Times, from a 
namesake, though, as far as I know, no relation of 
mine, many years a resident in the country. 

This gentleman, Mr. John Rose, writing as a 
Protestant, bears testimony to the good feeling 
existing between the two great reHgious bodies in 
Canada. 

. There can be no doubt that the British Govern- 
ment has acted with strict justice towards CathoHcs 
in this country, and in no part of Her Majesty's 
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dominions will more loyalty be found than among 
her Catholic subjects of Canada. 

There are in Montreal some fine-looking Protes- 
tant churches belonging to the Episcopalians and 
Presbyterians ; also numerous educational establish- 
ments in the city, and societies for the advancement 
of rehgion, science, and industry. 

As to society, I can say no more than that it 
was my good fortune to make the acquaintauce of 
several of my countrymen, to whom I was indebted 
for much courtesy and attention. The leading 
journals of the city were highly complimentary in 
their remarks on my visit, and in spite of the 
severity of the weather (twenty degrees below zero 
being the depth to which the mercury descended), I 
had every reason to be pleased with my visit to the 
Old Dominion. 

I should say that officers quartered here may find 
it slow, and when they rush down to New York for 
a holiday are apt to speak in high terms of the 
Empire City, though I much doubt if they would 
be gratified should a foreigner, returning from 
London, give the same reasons for admiring it that 
I have heard young Englishmen state to be the 
secret of their being so highly delighted with a 
sojourn in New York. 

Much of the city of Montreal is said to belong 
to the religious bodies^ who are good and considerate 
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landlords — ^not^ I trust, for the reason that I heard 
an American assign for their moderation, wHch 
was, that " if them old flat-heads give any trouble, 
theyTl pretty darned soon get cleared out'' On my 
remarking that there would be no more justice in 
seizing the property of a corporation than that of an 
individual, and mentioning the corporation of Trinity 
Church, New York, as being similarly circumstanced 
with the Catholic bodies in Montreal : " They're 
ours anyhow," said he; "and we shall do with 
them just as we darned please, Church or no ChurcL" 

As I had not the slightest doubt on that subject, 
I said no MO^ for my Mend wa» getting J.^ 
His views, however, on religious toleration were 
broad. He told me he had built a Catholic church 
and schools on his property, and added, as though 
apologising for such an act of weakness, '* I couldn't 
help it, for I employ a lot of Irish; now I don't 

care one single , myself, for any religion on 

airth, but it suits them critters, and they gets on 
better with it," which I accepted as valuable testi- 
mony, in addition to that which I had heard ex- 
pressed on all sides, that an Irishman in America 
without his religion is not respected. 

I have been told that in many of the large hotels, 
where the number of Irish girls employed is very 
great, that those alone are to be trusted who adhere 
to their religion. 
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Some of the new buildings devoted to commerce 
in Montreal are very liandsome; the streets are wide, 
well-paved, and well-lighted. The shops abound 
with all the necessaries and luxuries of life, the 
former being attainable at moderate cost — ^ui fact 
everything is very much cheaper here than in the 
United States. The result of this state of things is 
that smuggling is carried on to so considerable an 
extent as to cause the government of the United 
States to exercise a vigilance over all who come 
from Canada which amounts to oppression, and 
is said to be attained by means which are not 
dignified, however necessary or justifiable they 
may be. 

I remember reading in a work on America, 
written some thirty years ago, a high eulogimn on 
the behaviour of Custom House officers towards 
strangers arriving in the United States. I wish the 
said writer may have occasion to pass from Canada 
to the States, and in his next work he will, at any 
rate, modify the praise bestowed on these officials, 
who now positively persecute you with their right 
of search. I will give an instance, at the proper 
place, by telling what I experienced myself, and 
also relate what happened to that blessing to all 
authors, " a friend of mine.'' 

I had fondly hoped that I should find everything, 
railways included, better in Canada than in the 
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United States. I had heard in England great talk 
of the " Grand Trunk " line, had seen the preten- 
tious advertisements put forth by that Company, 
and was prepared to meet with a railway in first- 
rate working order. I am no engineer, so cannot 
presume to find fault with any department, but I 
am a traveller with a body remarkably sensitive to 
bnmps and thumps, and have also nerves, and I 
must say my journey on the " Grand Trunk " was 
a trial to me in every respect. Nor was I cheered 
by the remarks of a fellow-traveller, a young 
American, who stood at the door at the extreme 
end of the car, which was the last of tiie train, 
looking along the line so intentiy that I was induced 
to jom in the inspection, and ask him whether he 
enjoyed this sort of travelling. He replied, " I do 
not, and that's a fact, because I know what's going 
to happen." I inquired, somewhat anxiously, a« to 
his prognosis. He said, "I'm in this line of business, 
and can tell you that these rails are worn out, and 
that's why this car oscillates so violently; and what 
I expect every moment is that one of these plates 
will get dislodged, and upset the whole darned lot 
— ^that's what I expect ; " and, with this cheering 
prophecy, he resumed his quid and lapsed into 
silence, apparently awaiting his doom with gloomy 
satisfaction. 

Later on, I discovered that he had heard a great 
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deal of English railroads, and was chuckling over 
this specimen of our superior engineering. I believe 
a great portion of the line was under repair, and I 
can safely say the part over which I travelled 
decidedly needed it. 



OTTAWA. 



A TEDIOUS jaumey over a bad railroad, througli 
an miinteresting country, brings you to the newly- 
founded intended capital of British North America. 

Leaving Montreal at 9.30 — at least within twenty 
minutes of that time, for the railway is not exact as 
to its departure or arrival — ^you reach Ottawa about 
six o'clock in the evening. I made the journey 
early in December. The snow was on the ground, 
and it was freezing violently, with the thermometer 
about ten degrees below zero. 

The railway car was intensely cold, for the stove 
had only just been lighted. The passengers were 
few, and by no means sociable. The only person 
who enlivened the journey was an enterprising 
merchant who dealt in newspapers and other period- 
icals, chestnuts, apples, and candies, which he did 
not oflFer for sale aU at once, but, like a wily trader, 
tendered the various articles in turn. 

Entering the car at intervals of about half-an-hour 
he first oflFered the daily papers for sale. Next he 
came in with periodicals, with a copy of which he 
presented each passenger, leaving them to look 
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through 4heir contents whilst he proceeded to tihe 
end of the car ; as he returned he gathered up his 
property, very few copies having been sold. In a 
short time he came through with a basket of apples. 
Then, after another interval, he appeared with nuts, 
and lastly with a box of candies. Having exhausted 
his repertoire he began over again with the papers 
and went through the same course, banging the 
door violently each time he entered or left the car. 
He kept this up all the way to Prescott, where we 
arrived about three o'clock p.m., having stopped for 
a short time at Cornwall, where we partook of some 
lunch, which was as nasty as food generally is in 
this part of the world. 

From Prescott we made our way to Ottawa, a 
journey something under three hours. As it was 
intensely cold, there was an open sleigh waiting to 
convey one to the hotel, the Eussell, which is said 
to be one of the best in Canada ; if it be so, Fm sony 
for Canada. 

Dinner was served at 6.15, and had it never have 
been served at all no one would have regretted it, 
for never did mortal man have a worse. 

As I have spoken elsewhere of American hotels as 
not being what I consider first-rate, I may as well 
state on this occasion that I do not consider alle- 
giance to Queen Victoria has had the effect of 
improving them, for in Canada they are so like 
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flimilar establishments in the United Sti^tes, that 
there is no perceptible diflference. 

I must allow that the wine and liquor are 
generally very superior iu the Old Dominion. 

The office of the hotel at Ottawa is the chief 
place of resort for the guests, where they lounge and 
spit about aa they discuBS their ba<;cy and politics, 
both being highly popular, especially during the 
session of Parliament 

My visit to this favoured spot was at that period. 
The hotel was crowded with members, who forsake 
home, business, pleasure, comfort and all, to serve 
their country at the low charge of six doUars, or one 
pound four per diem and their travelling expenses. 

Why Ottawa should have been selected as the 
seat of the great Canadian legislature one can't 
imagine, except under the hypothesis that every 
other place wished to get rid of the nuisance. It is 
simple banishment, for Canada at best is the Siberia 
of Great Britain. One doesn't know what can 
induce a man to accept the post of Grovemor-Greneral, 
unless he should be a misanthrope, or have hosts of 
relations at home whom he is anxious to make 
distant. 

" But wait till you see the Parliament buildings, 
and then you'll be delighted," said my friends, so I 
went, and found that they are the place of rendez- 
vous for all the ^lite of Ottawa. 
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There :is no quaxrelling with a man as to his 
notions of amusement, but any one who could derive 
pleasure from listening to a debeite in the Canadian 
Parliament is an object for one's deepest commisera- 
tion, though we may say of such people, as one does 
of other idiots, that perhaps they are the happiest 
of the human race. 

The making Ottawa the capital strikes one as 
either the result of gross jobbery or stupidity on the 
part of those who suggested it as the seat of govern- 
ment. Her Majesty is said to have selected it, I 
believe because some one told her that its situation 
would make it most eligible as a capital for the 
Canada of future generations, by which I imagine its 
advocates must have meant the time when Canada 
shall have been all built over. Just as good a reason 
as might be aJleged for converting Stonehenge into 
a parish church against the time that Salisbury 
Plain is covered with houses. 

As to the name, it must surely be a corruption 
for "Hoot awa," or out of the way, and I 
should think the whole place must have been some 
waste lands which had come into the possession of 
some canny son of Caledonia. This is purely con*- 
jecture, and of course I am speaking as an utter 
outsider, but of all the inconvenient spots for a seat 
of legislature, Ottawa seems to be entitled to take 
first rank. 
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Those devoted men wlio abandon everything else 
to serve in Parliament* richly deserve what, aa I 
have said, tkey gel,-, consideration beyond the 
thanks of their feUow-subjects. 

Till I heard there was something more than 
honour to be gained by a seat in the Canadian 
Parliament, I was under the impression that I had 
met with pure patriotism at last, and attributed aU 
the sneers that T heard about the members to 
sheer envy and malice. 

Whatever be a man's motive in entering so 
august an assembly as the Canadian Parliament^ 
he has to pay pretty severely for the honour, by 
being obliged to reside for several months at 
Ottawa. 

The building in which the Parliament assembles 
is decidedly fine, but when first seen excites the 
same feeling as that said to have existed in the mind 
of the unreflecting man, who on seeing the fly in 
amber, exclaimed " I wonder how you got there/' 

When first I saw the exterior of the Parliament 
buildings they were brilliantly illuminated within, the 
bright moonlight fell upon them, and as they stood 
as it were quite alone, with the country round many 
feet deep in the most dazzling snow, the effect was 
as though one had come suddenly on the Palace of 
the Sleeping Beauty. 

The silence was most profound, and the whole 
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aspect of the place like one's idea of fairy land. 
The illusion was, however, quickly dispeUed when I 
entered the House, although it was by no means 
wanting in sleeping beauties. 

The galleries were crowded by all the rank, 
fashion, youth and beauty of the city, and it struck 
me, from the total disregard with which the speaker 
was treated, that the said gallery was a rendezvous 
for the good people of Ottawa, where they beguiled 
the tedium of existence with a little friendly gossip, 
and not very mild flirtation. 

I was surprised that the speaker did not com- 
mand more attention, for he was giving his hearers 
a treat in the shape of a very intricate statistical 
account of the respective merits of railroad or canal 
as a mode of conveying timber. 

The debates in general are calculated to interest 
the hearers, for they are carried on in French, 
English, Scotch and Irish by turns. The burning 
eloquence of John Smith, Sandy McTurk, Denis 
Bulgruddery, and Alphonse Silvain may be heard 
in their native tongues ; but a very little of this 
sort of thi|ig goes a long way, and I soon came to 
the conclusion that the exterior of the Parliament 
Houses was the more attractive portion of the 
exhibition, a closer inspection of which I reserved 
for daylight 

The buildings are fine, though some may say 
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they want solidity of style. They certainly are well 
adapted for their purpose. 

The chamber of the Senate especially is a hand- 
some well-appointed room. All the apartments are 
commodious, and the corridors are adorned with 
portraits of the Canadian Speakers for the last 
century or so. Poor men! they have much no 
doubt to answer for, but their crimes are savagely 
avenged by those who placed their efligies on the 
walls, as objects for the scorn and contempt of after 
ages. 

Nothing could be more polite than the conduct of 
the ofl&cials ; one in particular exceeded himself in 
his desire to point out to me the beauties, both 
internal and external, of the Parliament bmldings, 
the view from the back of which, commanding a 
fine sight of the Chaudifere Falls, is worth seeing. 

Yet after all, do not go to Ottawa^ under payment 
of six dollars a day and your mileage, or youTl 
decidedly feel sold. Though the Parliament House 
is a fine building, it would be better to turn it into 
a college or a seminary, or something of that sort> for 
which it is admirably adapted; as there seems to 
be a very strong impression that Ottawa is a 
mistake, and that at no distant period the Canadian 
Parliament will find itself replaced in Montreal. 
These are of course only the remarks of a stranger, 
who can have no feeling in the matter beyond 
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surprise at the singularly infelicitous selection of 
such a spot for such a purpose. 

Ottawa is little more than a timber yard on a 
large scale; the river on which it stands, known by 
the same name, flows into the St Lawrence dose to 
Montreal, affording great facility for the transport 
of the staple commodity of its trade. 

^The Governor-General, who resides here, is said 
to like privacy and retirement, and is therefore the 
right man in the right place — ^at any rate so far. 

There are those in Canada who would wish to 
have more vice-regal display than they are indulged 
with, and certainly very little of the reflected 
splendour of the majesty of Great Britain seems to 
have reached our Canadian dependencies. 

There is in Canada, generally speaking, a very 
strong feeling for Ae mother eoLtey «.d Z 
institutions, with a consequent antipathy to those 
of the United States. It is sometimes said that 
desire for annexation to that country is the feeling 
of the majority ; but late events have gone far to 
remove such an impression. Nothing could have 
been more unanimous than the repulse which the 
Fenians received at the time of their insane attempt 
on Canada, and much discontent is still expressed 
at the interference of the Government at home to 
spare the lives of those taken prisoners on that 
occasion. The cowardly and atrocious assassination 

V 2 
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of D'Arcy M*Gree has caused Fenianism of late to 
hide its diminished head. 

The question of naturalization is one of deep 
interest to the Canadians, and the measure before 
Congress is one of great importance to both the 
colony and to Great Britain. 

One cannot see why a man should not have the 
power to adopt any nationality he may please ; but 
he must not be so silly as to think that his adopted 
citizenship is to protect him, should he offend 
against the laws of the country from which he has 
estranged himself. It is childish, if not worse, to 
hear men talk of '^ American citizens in British 
dungeons," as though they had been incarcerated 
when guilty of no other offence against British law 
than having become naturalized American citizens. 
Nothing can be stronger proof of the temper which 
actuated those who lately introduced into Congress 
the bill for protecting the rights of naturalized 
citizens, than the fact of a clause in it which 
actually proposed to give the President of the 
United States the power of reprisals, by seizing a 
subject of any countey the govermnent of which 
should arrest a naturalized American citizen. 

The clause, which would have been worthy of 
Mexico, was of course struck out ; but it is a proof 
of the temper in which the advocates for naturaliza- 
tion would deal with the subject ; and reminds me 
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of the threat I heard expressed last winter, that if 
the men convicted of shooting the poUceman at 
Manchester were hanged, the Cunard steamers lying 
in the port of New York should be set fire to ! It 
was useless to point out, in answer to this threat, 
that the vessels were insured in America. No, it 
would be a blow at England, that was the one idea, 
and very worthy of those firom whom it emanated, 
both as a specimen of logical accuracy and sound 
policy, to say nothing of higher considerations. 

Within a very short distance of Ottawa are the 
Kideau Falls, which afford a charming prospect to 
the admirer of wild scenery ; the river near this 
point receives its great tributary, the Gatineau, the 
source of which is in the unexplored northern part 
of Canada. 



EEMARKS ON CANADA. 



If a journey to Ottawa be bad, the journey from 
it is worse, and could only be supported by the 
strong sense of relief experienced at getting away 
from such a wretched place. I left it at eleven 
o'clock at night, the train having been advertised 
to start at 10"30, and was dragged slowly along by 
an over-taxed feeble engine to Prescott, a distance 
of fifty-four miles, in three hours. Here we had to 
wait for the train to Montreal, four hours; and 
found a very clean, comfortable little hotel at the 
junction, where beds were ready, and one could lie 
down for a short repose. 

The train was an hour late, of course ; but this 
was no advantage in the way of rest, for it is next 
to impossible to sleep under such circumstances. A 
cold, dreary dawn, found us again on the platform, 
waiting for our train, which arrived from Toronto or 
somewhere at 7*15, and on we went to Cornwall, 
where a very terrible repast would have been served 
to me, had I not firmly refused to partake of it. 

My fellow-passengers were Canadiaais, judging 
from the language they spoke, which was unin- 
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telligible PrencL They were for the most paxt 
cheerful, light-hearted wags, who beguiled the time 
with practical jokes^ which elicited loud laughter, 
and were much appreciated by those who were 
attempting to sleep. 

There is a general spirit of rivalry existing 
between the Canadians and Americans ; it is only 
just that the palm should be given where it is due, 
and there is one particular in which the Canadian 
has the mastery, and that is in the art of spitting. 
No doubt the French element has something to do 
with this superiority ; be that as it may, the fact 
remains, Canada carries the day, both as to extent 
and style of this accomplishment. 

Canada is not a cosy cotmtry to travel in ; but 
let me advise aU who visit it to avpid Ottawa. 

I was indeed glad to find myself once more in 
Montreal, which is by far the most agreeable place 
I have visited on the other side of the Atlantic. 
The military element makes the society .agreeable, 
and the officers amuse themselves at the skating 
rink, or in sleighing, in both which pastimes they 
are honoured with the charge of some fair one, who 
is styled "a muffin,'' a term by which the young 
lady is designated, to whom any gentleman may 
be paying attentions during the season. It may be 
a serious, or merely an agreeable mode of passing 
away the time. 
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The balls during the winter are brilliant, and for 
those whose tastes do not lie in the direction of 
devotion to the sex, • there is the never failing 
amusement of the billiard-dxx)m. Card-playing is 
also said to be much in vogue. 

The theatre is only open for a short season 
during the summer; and is occasionally occupied 
by amateurs during the winter. 

I believe as a rule artists do not care to visit 
Canada, the support afforded them being quite 
inadequate. 

There is at times a good deal of political excitement, 
tx)fh foreign and domestic, in Canada; and one topic, 
which did not seem by any means as generally 
discussed as I had been led to expect to find it, was 
annexation to the United States. 

I heard this matter talked about more than once, 
and, when my opinion was asked on the subject, I 
merely replied that, in my opinion, if the Canadians 
should at any tune prefer trusting themselves to the 
Stars and Stripes rather than to the Union Jack, 
the British Lion would allow them to secede not 
only without a growl, but with a paternal blessing. 

Common sense would dictate such a course ; for 
a colony occupies the same position towards the 
mother country that a son-in-law does with the 
father of his wife : both are burdens, generally speak- 
ing, and very often make themselves very disagree- 
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able, and are only tolerated from other feelings than 
those of personal regard 

Every Englishman would do his utmost to protect 

dep«>d«.t on ». ; U^7L ^ wM. to sever 
the connection, then will she be free to do as she 
pleases, without let or hindrance from u& 

I will not be unjust to the present generation of 
Canadians by even supposmg they would renounce 
their allegiance to Great Britain, if annexation to the 
United States should suit their purpose better ; but 
it is highly probable that, should the conditions 
hereafter offered by the Americans be very advan- 
tageous to the Canadians — should she become the 
important country that some men imagine she is to 
be, then, I dare say, Canada will follow the example 
of our other North American colonies, who were 
loyal enough as long as the power of Great Britain 
could protect them from the French and their allies 
the Indians. Whilst the French held Canada^ the 
brave men of New England were ever ready to 
accept the protection and assistance of British troops ; 
but when Canada was taken by the English, then 
the burden of taxation .was felt to be imendurable 
by those who had been willing to have the help of 
the mother country, but had no intention of bearing 
any of the expenses of keeping up an army and 
navy. 
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These remaxks ore merely made as illustratiye of 
the selfishness displayed so universally by both 
nations and individuals. 

Long may Canada flourish under our rule, and 
equally long may the United States enjoy their inde- 
pendence; devoting their energies to the improvement 
of their own condition, and leaving their neighbours 
to settle their own affairs in their own way. 

Let us not hear them vapouring about not allow- 
ing monarchical form of government to exist on the 
American continent; for, were the Canadians to 
wish for a king to-morrow, they would not consult 
the United States' wishes on the point, but look to 
their natural protectors for advice and assistance in 
the matter. 



THE STATES AGAIN. 



I HAD half made up my mind to make a tour 
through Canada^ but the rigour of the winter caused 
me to abandon the project, and retrace my steps to 
New York, where I was to spend Christmas and the 
early part of the year. 

Leaving Montreal by an afternoon train, I was 
led to believe I should make ^ pleasant and short 
run to Boston. 

At the Montreal railway- station, I applied to the 
authorities to have my baggage examined by the 
United States custom-house officer, stationed there 
for the purpose. I opened my valise and travelling 
bag, on which this official bestowed some Uttlo 
attention, and then expressed himself satisfied aa to 
their contents not being contraband. I entered the 
raUway-carriage, in which I found a crowd of noisy, 
half-drunken blackguards, returning to New York, 
who were using foul language, incessantly handing 
about bottles of ardent spirits, and rendering them- 
selves generally objectionable. 

It must have been about seven o'clock in the 
evening, when the American custom-house officer 
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entered the car, and addressed himself to several 
people ; at last, he came to me, and said, — 

" I didn't half look at your things at the station, so 
you just step into the luggage-car with me, and 111 
give another look at them.*' 

All the cars communicate, bt^ing joined by 
coupling irons ; but it is by no means pleasant to 
step from one car to the other in the dark, and when 
the weather is very cold, and the way decidedly 
very sUppery. 

I was resolved, however, not to buy the fellow off, 
so accompanied him to the luggage-car, which was 
at the extreme end of the train ; and there, in a van 
not heated in any way, I had to wait till my turn 
came to' have my valise opened, and for the second 
time pronounced all right, as far as custom-house 
law went. 

The officer was cute, but one of the passengers 
was cuter ; for, when we stopped for a mockery of a 
meal called supper, he said to me, — 

** He don't amount to a row of pins, that fellow. 
Why, I've got all my things smuggled through 
under his nose. I reckon he thought I'd pay him, 
but he's done, anyhow." 

To show how rigorously the custom-house law is 
enforced on the frontier, I will cite the case of an 
Englishman who went into Canada for a few days, 
and, when there, he fell in with several old friends, 
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who induced him to remain for a ball about to take 
place. 

Having no dress clothes with him, he had recourse 
to a local tailor, who supplied him with the needful 
costume. The day after the ball, he left Montreal 
for the United States, and was on the journey 
attacked by an itinerant Custom-house officer, who 
inquired if he had anything liable to duty with him. 
On his answering in the negative, the officer pulled 
out a note-book, to which he referred, and then 
enumerated the number of articles of clothing that 
the traveller had purchased in Montreal, on which 
he exacted the ftdl amoimt of duty. 

It is said that these men employ spies at the 
shops and hotels, who give information as to what is 
purchased by strangers. 

I was very much indebted, in the course of this 
journey, to a gentleman who kindly gave me a hint 
that there had been an accident on the line — some 
such trifle as a bridge having fallen in — ^which would 
involve the necessity of a walk of about three 
quarters of a mile through the snow, in the middle 
of the night, and also render the abandonment of 
our sleeping-cars necessary, at one o^clock in the 
morning. 

Having got a hint, I elicited more from the 
reluctant officials, whose reticence, at all times re- 
markable, was, on this occasion, positively alarming. 
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I had, however, got my cue from my obliging 
feUbw-passenger, and changed my route to another 
line of rail^ and got safely to Boston, in a tremendous 
snow-storm, which rendered teavelling not only dis- 
agreeable, but both tedious and dangerous ; several 
trains having been snowed-up between New York 
and Boston. 

I must here not omit to mention that the secretary 
of the railway on which the breakdown had occurred, 
in the handsomest way returned me a portion of my 
fare ; an act of justice for which I waa not prepared, 
by my experience of railways in my own country. 

My journey from Montxeal was made more agree- 
able by pleasant companions ; though, during a part 
of it, the squabbles of a Canadian with a Yankee 
were a real diversion. The latter insisted that 
Canada's sole wish was to be annexed to the United 
States ; a view which the former repudiated with 
much earnestness. 

" Annexed to you ? " he exclaimed. " What, 
with all that load of debt at your back, which we 
should have to share ! " 

" That debt," replied the Yankee, " is a difficulty, 
that's a fact ; but it has to be got over somehow." 

"Yes," said the Canadian, "I know — ^by . repudia-^ 
tion ; that's the only way. It's your old game, and 
one you've played successfully ; but you'll do it 
once too often*" 
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" We're a great people/' said the Yankee, " and 
we shall stand by our engagements/' 

" You've not done so hitherto, in either private 
or public enterprise, aa fax as my experience goes," 
replied the Canadian; "and I've been engaged 
on railways and other works for five-and-twenty 
years." 

He spoke confidently, and the Yankee dosed the 
discussion by saying, " I want to know what is any 
man to do, when all his money's gone, but to bust, 
and that's what you'll do some day in that used up 
Old Country of yours, that you are always blowing 
about — where, thank God, 1 was not bom — ^as is 
about eflfete, and that's a fact." So saying he got 
up and walked into an adjoining car, which, I must 
say, I did not regret, for he carried the national 
saJivatory weakness to such an extent as to render 
walking on the floor of the carriage a difficult and 
somewhat perilous proceeding. 

I had the good fortune to be snowed up for a few 
d»y. in Boston, for though one line was open to 
New York the journey was very slow, and as I met 
with friends at the Fremont, I was only too glad to 
be in ^ch quarters till the snow had been more 
completely cleared from the line. 

Boston in winter is gay, and its inhabitants are 
said to be sociable. The chief attraotion in the way 
of public amusement during my stay was Italian 
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Opera, which attracted large audiencea Sunday 
evening concerts were also well attended ; they were 
called sacred, but I do not think that the profane 
element was \>j any means excluded from the 
programme. 

The railway communication between Boston and 
New York is very good, though the pace is not 
exciting, and the point at which New York is 
entered is by no means calculated to give a lofty 
impression of the Empire City ; added to which, at 
a short distance from the terminus, the locomotive 
is detached, and horses draw their great lumbering 
cars on tramways through the street to their place 
of destination, reminding one of the entrance of a 
wild beast show into a provincial town. 

I^ on arriving in New York, you are wise you 
will check your baggage to your hotel or domicile, 
and wiU then be freed from the extortion of the 
carriages, or that terrible old vehicle that is in 
waiting to convey pa^engers to the diflFerent hotels. 

When I returned to New York after my trip into 
Canada, I found the streets many feet deep in snow, 
in which condition they were allowed to remain 
from December till March. In fact, there were no 
means of clearing it away, as the contractor, finding 
he had made a bad bargain, coolly repudiated the 
agreement into which he had entered for keeping 
the streets clean. 
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No doubt he has friends among the municipalily^ 
and will get the contract next year. 

The great national hoHdays observed in America 
during the winter are Thanksgiving. Day and 
Washington's birthday. There is a sort of military 
demonstration on what they call Evacuation Day^ 
or the anniversary of the abandonment of New York 
by the English. On this last occasion I was able 
to see some of the volunteer bands, who turn out 
very well, though some of the ofl&cers,*who were 
mounted, had anything but a highly military bear- 
ing. Nor did a fSeuicy-looking opera doak which 
they wore, with a hood and tassel attached, give an 
imposing air to the wearer. 

I did not see many other military demonstrations^ 
if I except the honours paid to one of their generals 
named Sheridan, who was familiarly termed ** littid 
Phil.'' He had a nuld sort of ovation given him in 
the form of a muster of veterans and a levee at one 
of the clubs. 

I really do not know what he had done, but, as 
usual, it was something that pleased one party and 
disgusted the other. A number of ladies honoured 
Tiim with a visit, and he made speeches about 
traitors and treason which sounded strangely to my 
ears, as he was standing at a window with a statue 
of Washington staring him fall in the face. 

Thanksgiving Day is observed as a sort of reli- 



306 THE QBEAT 0OT7KTBY. 

gious anniyersary by all but the Catholics ; but the 
great feature of the day is the family dinner which 
takes place, at which turkey and cranberry sauce is 
the standing disL 

New Year's Day is a general hoUday, and the 
custom, so general on the continent of Europe, of 
paying viflite is rigidly adhered to. 

The lady of the house is " at home/' attired in 
her best, her reception rooms Hghted up, and a 
dSjeAner laid out, of which all comers are bidden to 
partake. 

The gentlemen of the &mily go out to pay the 
visits, and a formidable business it becomes, espe- 
cially on such a day as was the 1st January, 1868. 
A rapid thaw had set in, it rained in torrents, and 
the streets were like rivers fuU of mud and half- 
melted snow. 

Having but few acquaintances, I cannot 6peak 
from personal experience of the general observance 
of the day, but can only state that at the few houses 
where I paid visits, I was overwhehned with hos- 
pitable kindness. 

The visitors are of all kinds and classes, no one is 
excluded, and, in some cases, the forbearance of the 
lady of the house is severely taxed, whilst her 
carpets and furniture are placed in jeopardy from 
the muddy boots, wet umbrellas, and national 
weaknesses of her visitors. 
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During the winter there is a great deal of social 
intercourse in New York. I am induced to think 
so from the statements which appeared in the 
fashionable organ of the city ; I am sorry to say I 
forget its name. But I remember reading an 
account of a dinner given by the Misses ** Snooks," 
in honour of the return of their lovely and accom-* 
plished sister, Miss Amelia ** Snooks/' from Europe ; 
** the matchless repast being served on an entirely 
new porcelain dinner service, and the guests being 
attired in aU the rich luxuriousness x>f the present 
fashion ; the lovely heroine of the evening wore a 
dress of the last Parisian style, with ornaments to 
match ; and the whole affair was one that has been 
seldom equalled and never surpassed even in this 
city, which will jdeld the palm to none for refine- 
ment and luxury.'^ On reading such a paragraph 
about a private entertainment given by two ladies, 
on an occasion of a purely family nature, one is at 
a loss to imagine what would be the language em- 
ployed if the writer had to record the doings of a 
London season, or give an account of a winter in 
Vienna^ Paris, or St. Petersburg. 

No doubt, in time, America will have her 
" princes," " dukes^" and other nobility, and never, 
tiU then will the world have seen the extent to 
which title-worship can be carried. 

At present, the way in which they parade the 

X 2 
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petty distinctions existing among them is amusing, 
and affords an indication of the love for them which 
is so universally felt. 

If one is to judge of a people by its literature, by 
the tone of the public press, and the speeches of its 
pubUc men, no educated person, who haa paid atten- 
tion to these particulars, can feel otherwise tiian 
that Americans have much to learn. Those who 
visit the United States with a strong bias in favour 
of republican institutions, and on their arrival and 
during their spjoum in the country are f&ted and 
made much of, will be doubtless delighted with all 
that they see and hear, just in the same manner 
that the trustees of a charity school, on a stated 
day, paying a visit to their trust, find the children 
in apple-pie order, and after having been treated 
with all due honour and attention by the master 
and the matron, and regaled at the expense of the 
funds, return home and give a flourishing account 
of the state of the school. 

In like manner, members of religious bodies visit- 
ing America are sure to be received with open arms 
by their co-religionists. A roimd of religious services, 
public breakfasts, Sunday-school demonstrations, and 
the like, are no doubt very gratifying to a man like 
Sir Morton Peto, who takes so deep an interest in 
the Baptist community ; but his experiences of that 
body can give him but a faint notion of the state 
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of religious feeling in the bulk of the American 
people. 

To hear the wild denunciations uttered against 
England at the Cooper Institute, one of the largest 
in New York, in the presence of a large assembly, 
with the mayor of the city in the chair, you would 
think that some great wrong had been done to the 
United States by Great Britain, and are not a little 
surprised to learn that the meeting has been con- 
vened by a low ruffian, who has lately been liberated 
&,M ^En^ pri«>n by the clemency of our 
govemMeTlr Xlating L 1.WB ; and Ae pre- 
sence of the Mayor is to be accounted for only on the 
score of his being desirous to propitiate the mob, on 
whose votes he depends for his election. The detest- 
able system of popular election for all offices is sub- 
versive of the very first principles of justice and order. 

There is another point of national character which 
is remarkable, viz., the boldness with which the 
American papers make statements with respect to 
matters in England, which at once proclaim their 
ignorance of our institutions and customs : such as 
calling Mr. Bright the Honourable John Bright, and 
speaking of Mr. Disraeli as about to resign the Great 
Seal ; designating an estimable Dissenting minister, 
who was ^Ig in New To... J. l^ 
English divine ; and observing that the Alabama 
claims were now likely to be settled, as a celebrated 
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Doctor of Diviiuty had declared in favour of their 
adjustment. 

The said P.P. was not a degree of the Univer- 
sities, and ^e holder thereof though a man of no 
doubt great importance among his own congregation, 
would be one but little known beyond its pale, and 
certainly without influence in the councils of the 
nation. 

There is one matter which deeply interests 
literary men in England, and that is a law on the 
subject of international copyright, which wiU secure 
to authors compensation for the pubUcation of their 
works in the respective countries. 

He must be indeed a simple-minded Britisher 
who expects any such act of justice fix>m so 'cute a 
people as the Americans. *' Why should we be such 
flatheads as to pay for what we can get for nothing?" 
they would wisely argue. 

There may be a law respecting international copy- 
right some day, but the passing of it is a long way 
off; as, in my opinion, it will never be enacted 
till England has to go to America for her literature, 
and then the Transatlantic authors will get the 
publishers to use their influence with Congress to 
make the Britishers pay. And, as I have already 
said, this is looking to a state of things a very long 
way ahead. 

American publishers, in some cases, complain that 
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when they have paid Engliflh authors large sums for 
the advanced sheets of their works, that the said 
authors will persist in stating that they have not 
been paid for copyright^ which certainly sounds very 
like an evasion. 

I have heard of publishers who have offered very 
handsomely to take the advanced sheets of a work, 
and promise the author half the a/mount of any 
profit that might accrue therefrom. 

To expect money from such a source is very like 
hoping to get butter out of a dog's throat No, we 
must be content with the admiration of our patrons 
across the Atlantic ; for we shall never get anything 
more substantial out of them. And, without levity, 
I express my sentiment as to remuneration of 
authors from America thus — ^I wish they may 
get it 

It is an aggravation of no light order to think 
that American publishers not only steal standard 
English works, but have the audacity to alter the 
spelling ; in fact^ though they condescend to appro- 
priate an English author's property, yet they in no 
wise acknowledge in his case, or any other, supe- 
riority on our side : in fewit, they consider themselves 
the standard in writing and speaking. I have been 
told, with an air of commiserating patronage, that 
I had " a very English accent ; " by which was 
meant, I apprehend, that I did not whine or speak 
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througli my nose — ^two great charms of American 
oratory, I conclude, for I have heard more than one 
public speaker who had these gifts to a considerable 
extent 

It is aj3 orators especially that Americans imagine 
they excel ; and pride themselves on giving Shake- 
speare with a force and fire that takes the shine 
pretty considerably out of the Britisher. I have 
seen a statement in one of their papers to the effect 
that there was not a theatre on Broadway that 
could not produce at least six actors who would 
read better than the finest accredited English 
reader. 

Of the licence of the press I have spoken else- 
where : and it only remains for me to remark that, 
in «.is reject, a. fer aa private individuals axe con- 
cemed, the tone of the most scurrilous of the papers 
has been much moderated of late, and individuals 
are safe, unless any political circumstance should 
render an attack on private character desirable. 

No sooner is a man candidate for any public 
appointment, from President downwards, than his 
political opponents attack him furiously ; and woe 
be to him if they can rake up any long-forgotten 
transaction in which he has not cut a good figure. 
I am a Httle surprised that during the period of the 
Presidential election that the candidates should be 
taunted with the charge of drunkenness, as I should 
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have thought it would have been regarded by the 
majority of the people as rather a virtue than a 
vice. 

That a respectable journal should coolly write 
about repudiation of the public debt must astonish 
any right-thinking man, and forces on one the con- 
viction that there is a party in America with which 
honesty is the best policy only as long as it is the 
most convenient, and that, some day, all who hold 
U.S. securities will find themselves in a similar posi- 
tion to that of the Spanish bond-holders, or the 
fortunate possessors of stock issued by some of the 
South American Liberal Gk)vemments. 

Nor are examples of this style of transaction 
wanting within the United States. But one had 
hoped that such things were not likely to recur; 
nothing, however, is safe or sacred in the eyes of a 
rash, unreflecting mob ; and one has every evil to 
dread for a country constituted as America ief, both 
politically and socially. English, Scotch, Irish, 
French, Italians, and Germans ai^ foimd among 
the great constituencies of the United States — ^few, 
if any, of the representatives of these nationalities 
being from the class best fitted for legislators. 

Leaving my fellow-country-people, of whom I 
have spoken elsewhere, I may here observe that the 
French element in the Southern States alone has 
contributed to the advancement of religion. 
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The Germans are notoriously irreUgious, except 
the few. Many have left that Fatherland, of which 
they are so fond, to avoid taxation and conscription. 
The Italian, too, has deserted his United Country 
for the same reasons. 

The Grermans thrive wherever they go by their 
industry and economy. The Italians do not, as a 
rule, achieve greatness in any high calling, having, 
in a great measure, merely supplanted the Negroes 
in the capacity of barbers. 

This must aflford great scope for reflection in the 
minds of those who indulge in speculations as to the 
future of the United States. 

The deepest thinker, either native or foreign, 
would indeed waste his time were he to attempt to 
point out any possible rocks ahead to a people so 
utterly sunk in self-conceit, and given up to rash- 
ness. All they wish to hear is approbation and 
admiration— gratifying to us all, but by no means 
salutary to either nations or individuals. 

Had the late war produced one man of genius he 
might have made himself Military Dictator; and 
though the very mention of such a thing irritates 
even sober-minded citizens, yet I am inclined to 
think that they do not reflect on what they could 
have opposed to a successful general at the head of 
a powerful army. 

It is very easy to talk of the spirit of the whole 
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people being averse to such a state of things, but 

m 

very few of the wealthy merchants of New York, 
however Republican, would feel inclined to risk a 
ooUision between the troops and the populace, which 
would lead to nothing but anarchy or military des- 
potism. 

It sounds well to speak of sacrificing everything 
for one's country, but when the talk takes the 
practical form of necessitating the loss of all one's 
worldly possessions, including life itself, then it is 
high time to look out for some form of government 
that will afford efficient protection to botL 

The increasing wealth of the country has led to 
the institution of a poHce, and an increasing standing 
army is to be looked for. 

These are the commencement of a system by 
which the mob must be curbed ; so that a man's 
property may be saved, not from bands of rioters 
alone, but from those of a legislative body which, at 
the dictates of its constituents, may repudiate all 
claims on the country, however just, or vote away 
the money of the wealthy few to satisfy the rapacity 
of the greedy multitude. 

New York had her lesson in the riots of 1863, 
when the draft for the army caused so much discon- 
tent, because the man who had money could pay for 
a substitute, whilst the poor man was compelled to 
serve at the positive sacrifice of daily bread to his 
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family, and the probable loss of life or limb to him- 
self. 

The scenes of violence and bloodshed being 
enacted in various parts of the States are not merely 
the result of political excitement^ such as might 
occur in any coimtry, but are such as every country 
has at times been obliged to put down with the 
sacrifice of human life. 

From the excesses of the masses have tyrannies 

alwapspr^. Thi, i. the le.0, wMch .ke'Z; 
of the Old World teaches. And even admitting the 
vast superiority of the New, yet it must be allowed 
that the ruling powers have, in the United States, 
shown pretty plainly that the old method of dealing 
with a rio^ mob, by me«>B of powder .nd Z^ 
not one of those " busted, effete " ways of proceeding 
that they despise too much to imitate. 

There is one rock ahead which is abeady visible 
above the troubled waters of American politics, and 
that is, the unwillingness evinced by the Western 
States to bear the burden of taxes, which, though 
levied for the general good, have benefited one por- 
tion of the country more than another. 

The late war, for instance, has cost the country at 
large an enormous sum, and all the States are called 
upon to pay their share of the expenditure ; " but," 
exclaims the Western man, " what did I gain by the 
war ? You men down East alone got all the 
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contracts and made immense fortunes, to whicli 
we who have gained nothing have had to contribute. 
No, sir I we don't see it, and we won't pay." 

This will be the universal ciy throughout the 
country. Patriotism, honour, glory, are all very 
good things in their way, but "what are we going to 
get by them ? " will be asked. " When we shook off 
the Britishers, we got rid of the taxes ; but if we 
go to war with one another we shall have to pay 
or repudiate." 

Nothing could have exceeded the gross jobbery 
which was being cairied on during the war, but aa 
the largest fortunes acquired were those which were 
accumulated in New York, where men were elevated 
from beggary to a pinnacle of wealth in a few 
months, other States and cities are not satisfied 
with a system of plunder in which they did not 
share. 

With the paper currency came a frenzy of expen- 
diture and extravagance ; men gloried in paying out 
of all proportion for everything. In support of 
which assertion one has only to refer to the noto- 
rious case of the restaurant on Broadway, where 
brandy was sold at one dollar for a liqueur glass^ 
and all the world resorted to it to drink the precious 
cordial, as it was considered " style " to do so. 

One has heard much of the great inducements 
which America holds out to men of enterprise and 
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energy, and it is generally thought that if a man 
will emigrate to the United States he will repair his 
fortunes however fallen. 

It is but right and fair that men should be warned 
as to what they are to expect in emigrating, and all 
Americans of character think it a duty they owe to 
foreigners of all kinds, to state that their country is 
no El Dorado for the man without capital, and that 
the streets of New York are not paved with gold; and 
they would also warn even those who are willing to 
leave the crowded city, and cast their lot with those 
who have gone forth as pioneers of civilisation to 
the mighty West, that there is a terrible struggle for 
life to be made there. 

Writing on this subject The New York Tribune 
makes the foUowing statement :— 

" Understand, once for all, that he who takes only 
his hands to the West, and undertakes to acquire a 
home by mere settlement, must prepare for a rough 
time. He must strike out beyond roads, settlements, 
and all civilising influences ; he must work hard, go 
ragffei and live coarsely for some years, and endure 
A h-a^ip, aaad privation H ^o. ^ not 
redded to a,L. or if your wifo is not letter ^ 
out for a time, and thus acquire skill as well as 
means. But to hirelings everjrv^here and always 
we say, be not content to live aud die hire- 
lings ; work hard and Uve frugally to get something 
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ahead, and, whenever you shall have secured the 
meand, strike out at once for a home of your 
ownl" 

Of course this advice respecting remaining hire- 
lings will apply only to those who find themselves in 
a vast and thinly populated country, but the great 
point of the paragraph is to warn men against the 
too prevalent notion that affluence and ease are 
readily acquired in America. 

Mftny English think that the best thing to be 
done with poor relations, troublesome children, and 
the like, is to ship theni off to the o&tes, whereas 
they are only sending them to a land where energy 
J i^aJy J^^ ^ . man ^Z 
capital an honest livelihood 

The terrible state of morals in New. York is of 
course attributable in a great measure to the fact 
that all the off-scourings of Europe have been cast 
upon her shores. 

The idle young men who throng the streets are 
mainly those who have been sent away from home 
because they have been troublesome to their friends. 
It is an easy way of disposing of a nuisance to thro w 
it over your neighbour's wall, but it may lie there 
and putrefy, and spread miasma through the whole 
district, till it comes back to you in some form more 
terrible than that firom which you thought you had 
freed yourself 
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No doubt in the case of Ireland America has 
been a great safety valve, aad reHeved the British 
Government of much difficulty, but surely expe- 
diency as well as justice dictates that it were better 
to make the Irishman happy at home, than drive 
him to a land in which, though prosperous, his 
heart ever yearns for the " Ould Country," his dear 
bright Emerald Isle. This may be called sentiment ; 
but we must bear in mind that soldiers and sailors 
are far more readily made efficient by sentiment 
than by any logical process. 

The Irish wo have drowded into New York, and 
thence dispersed themselves throughout the land, 
have been generally of the lowest class, though 
some of the better sort have established themselves 
in business and axe among the thriving and re- 

New York. 

Many adventurers from the British Isles, such as 
fraudulent bankrupts, outlaws, convicts, men and 
women who have, in various ways, forfeited their 
places in the social circle, are to be met with in 
America, and, of course, such people are always 
violently anti-English. Unfortunately, they find 
plenty that is congenial to their habits and feelings 
in America, and hence much of the hostiUty dis- 
played against us in various forma 

That the sober and respectable members of 
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American society in no way endorse or encourage 
such people or opinions I am very sure, but as I 
have already stated the sober and respectable men 
keep in the background, and until they are able to 
wrest the power from the mob, the country can 
never be in the way of taking a befitting place in 
the scale of nations. 

The national energy and courage of Americans 
would no doubt accomplish anything, but most of 
them seem to forget the old adage about more haste 
than speed. 

As to enterprise, they astonish one hj the display 
they make of it No matter what may be the task, 
they will undertake it, and, as to knowledge on the 
subject, that is quite unimportant. 

A man will " lay hold " of anything, from a four- 
in-hand team up Broadway, to the helm of the 
Great Eastern across the Atlantic, and yet he will 
never have had the reins in his hands before, and 
be totally ignorant of the first principles of navi- 
gation. 

The spirit of enterprise in America is carried to 
what may be called a vicious extreme, since it 
induces the starting of some of the most marvellous 
swindles that the commercial world has ever ex- 
perienced. 

Many of these have become matters of history, 
and one had hoped were entirely matters of the 
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past The state of 'things daily revealed as actually 
existing in the great cities, proves, however, that 
such is not the case, and that, as the natives say " a 
man must go about in America with his ' eye-teeth ' 
skinned,'' in order to hold his own. To be swindled 
is a proof of weakness, which only excites contempt 
in the American mind, and to swindle succesrfuUy. 
I am inclined to think, renders the operator in a 
sense admirable, even in the estimation of those 
who disapprove his acts. 

Smartness is a quality so highly admired that, if 
. man display a^ Jommon L^i of it, L 
Bdghbour Lmot withhold hi, *3miration. though 
he may condemn the purpose to which the talent 
has been devoted. 

One instancy of this kind of thing, to wHch my 
attention was called, could excite no feeling but one 
of intense disgust, and that was a proposal for get- 
ting up a subscription for an asylum at Gettysburg, 
^th! soldiers Ipunded andlisabled inTe laS 
war. For this purpose there was an office on 
Broadway, with a flag in front of it extending across 
the street, where the plans could be seen and sub- 
scriptions paid in. 

Men walked the streets with boards, on which 
were inscribed the thrilling words : " The people 
have resolved to build an asylum for our wounded 
soldiers; France has her Invalides, England her 
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Greenwich, why should not we have our Gettys- 
burg?'' 

Lotteries were got up in aid of this purely 
national object^ among the prizes being diamonds, 
given by the fair daughters of Columbia to swell 
the amount to be devoted to the men who had 
preserved the much cherished Union. 

One was touched at all this apparent devotion and 
sympathy displayed for these brave fellows, some of 
whom are to be seen begging in the streets of the 
various cities of the Union, and it was a shock to be 
told that the whole affair, even the diamonds, was 
what is called in England a sham, in America 
'' bogus.'' 

That such an asylum, if needed, should not be. 
the work of the government, is, perhaps, the only 
real subject for suipriBe in the matter, smce 
swindles of the benevolent order are only too 
general throughout the world. 

One must allow tiat frequently it is impossible 
not to laugh at the stories of audacity and chicanery 

able *' 'cuteness " on one side, and so much weakness 
on the other. 

In many cases the swindled man is not entitled to 
any pity, as he is but a victim to his own avarice, 
having been gulled by the hope, of some extraordi- 
nary profit This does not apply to unfortunate 

T 2 
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emigrants who are induced to buy fine estates which 
turn out to be nothing but swamps. 

Men who invest capital in the United States 
should take into consideration aU the risks they run, 
and try to obtain guarantees as to the safety of their 
investments from really responsible people. 

I have had some experience as to the treatment 
artists may expect who visit America with in- 
sufficient ^ar^toes a. to 1i.eir engagementa, and 
would warn all who think of going there against 
trusting to anything but the money paid down in 
advance. 

I think the prevailing notion among English 
actors, for instance, that there are fortunes to be 
made in America, is a delusion. 

In the first place, our best actors would not be 
appreciated there. I think if the Alhambra could 
be transported bodily to the centre of New York, it 
might succeed, especially if the fact of its being 
English could be concealed. 

Whilst on this subject, although one is not 
induced to give Americans credit for taste in any- 
thing, including their amusements, I must say that 
the Philharmonic Band in New York does the city 
credit. Both music and musicians of course are 
derived from Germany ; but the Americans seem 
to appreciate the performance to a degree far be- 
yond what one would expect of them. 



UNITED STATES. 325 

Their patronage of Italian Opera may be attribut- 
able in a great degree to fashion ; but this cannot 
induce them to sit out a concert of classical music, 
which would not be endurable to an ordinary 
audience merely seeking for amusement, and I am 
inclined to fhivik the only artists who might gain 
favour with the Americans in spite of being English * 
are musicians. 

" English *' is not a word which recommends any- 
thing or anybody to Americans. To admit our su- 
periority in any way is galling to the mass of them. 

It is very natural that it should be so, for in 
England there is little or no interest felt by the 
general public about America. 

We don't think enough about them as a people to 
have any very strong feeling as to what they do or 
say, though I am proud to think that, whenever an 
American with any real claim to superiority has 
viedted this coimtry, he cannot with truth complain 
of either injustice or inhospitality in the treatment 
he has received ; and this I have heard American 
visitors ever ready to assert most loudly, expressing 
themselves deeply sensible of the great kindness they 
have experienced at our hands. 

It is only justice to admit that those men who in 
America are most bitter against all that is English are 
frequently, if not always, our fellow countrymen. 

American affairs in general do not interest any of 
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US, except those whose commercial interests bring 
them into closer relations with the United States. 

I do not think there is amongst us any strong 
feeling of dislike for Americans, so much as an 
entire absence of interest in their proceedings ; they 
imagine we are always thinking about what they 
do or say ; whereas we don't care about either one 
or the other. 

There is one extraordinary delusion under which 
they labour, and that is, the imagining the late war 
to have exalted them in our estimation ; whereas we 
must regard it as a gross violation of their political 
principles, apart from the higher consideration of its 
being unnatural and imchristian. They want us to 
say that we believe it to have been one of the most 
glorious struggles in which a people ever engaged, 
and that in comparison with it, all other wars are 
" real mean.'' 

No doubt some strategical ability was displayed 
by the victors, especially at the close of the war, 
which atoned for their blunders and failures at the 
commencement; but apart from such considera- 
tions, every true friend of America must have 
deplored the melancholy spectacle which such a 
conflict displayed, and loud must be the con- 
demnation pronounced by every right-thinking 
man on those to whom the origin of the war is 
attributable. 
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It is a subject for a]i3rthmg but natioiial gloii- 
fication, thougli the majority of Americans do not 
seem to think so. 

"We have been much more respected on the 
other side/' said an American lady to me, " since 
our war/' 

I could only say that I did not see why Cain 
should be more respected after he had killed Abel, 
even supposing that he had been provoked into 
' the conmiission of the crime. 

I don't believe many English people out of 
Liverpool and Manchester, took much interest in the 
war. I am very sure from my own experience that 
some of our countrymen, ordinarily well informed on 
other subjects, were at fault as to the exact parts of 
the United States in which the war was being 
carried on; for I heard more than one person express 
a sjmipathy with a relation of mine resident in 
America, as living amid the horrors of war, whereas . 
his domicile was in New York. 

I am sure we are quite willing to let Americans 
do, think, and speak as they please, if theywiUonly 
accord us similar liberty. 

There are one or two points which I would endea- 
vour to impress strongly on those who visit America. 
One is that they should never believe anything they 
hear or read as to railway travelling ; still less are 
they to trust railway agents. They should start on 
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a journey in a spirit of trust that they are sure to go 
somewhere ; but as to exact time or place of arriyal, 
neither can be calculated on. Whenever they 
arrive sa^y at their place of destination, let them 
" rest and be thankful*' 

The next point is, that in travelling they are to 
dismiss all idea of comfort or enjoyment ; they must 
pursue their journey as though acting from a stem 
sense of duty, as that alone can support man under 
such a trial. 

I am addressing myself to English ladies and 
gentlemen, whose education and antecedents have 
fitted them to appreciate the blessings of refinement 
and order. 

I can quite understand that men, whose time and 
thoughts are wholly absorbed in business, are 
satisfied with rushing through the country in pur- 
suit of money. For their purpose no doubt America 
• is admirably suited ; but not for those who are in 
search of pleasure, or would find that in which they 
can take interest. 

I except, of course, military men, who naturally 
derive satisfaction from going over the vast area 
on which the late war was carried on ; but to an 
ordinary traveller there is nothing from which 
interest is to be derived. All is utterly common- 
place — a bad repetition of what one has seen in 
various parts of Europe. 
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In speaking thus, I must not be understood to 
refer to my voyage out and home : nothing can 
exceed the discipline and order maintained on 
board the Cunard steamers. The courtesy of the 
captains and officers is too notorious to need more 
than a passing and grateful allusion to it from one 
who has experienced much kind attention on board 
the " Persia " and the " Java.'' 

The landing-place of the Cunard steamers in 
Jersey city, it may be remarked, is a disgrace to the 
company. Nor are the custom-house arrangements 
by any means first-rate. 

To return to the steamers, there is a tradition 
of one captain having been put out by an old lady 
on board his vessel who was constantly persecuting 
him with questions at most inopportune moments. 
The lady, in great terror during a thick fog oflF the 
Bank, inquired,— 

" Captain, is it always foggy here ? " 

" How the should I know, marm ? Fm not 

always here," was all the reply she elicited. 

This is merely mentioned as an exception to 
prove a rule. 

My fellow-passengers were not sociable at first; 
no one can be on board ship. Eveiyone is either 
sick or sulky. Tou are out of gear and can't settle 
to anything ; reading is difficult, writing out of the 
question. The one great occupation is taking meals. 
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which you may do ahnost without intennisaion, fiom 
seven in the morning till eleven o'clock at night ; 
commencing with a cnp of coffee, and ending with 
grog and sandwichea It is marvellous how the 
supply of food is kept up, for though there is some- 
what of a scramble at dinner, yet no reasonable 
person can complain of the quantity or quality of 
the food and drink. 

To walk the deck and talk, is the alternative to 
eating and drinking; for as to devoting Ae time to 
any subject demanding intellectual exercise, that is 
impossible. One feels unsettled, anxious, not as to 
one's safety, but to get to one's journey's end. Yet, 
in spite of all this, there is a certain amount of satis- 
faction to be derived from the trip by all who are 
not sea-sick. It is worth while to cross the Atlantic, 
if it be only for the sake of the amount of agree- 
able excitement one experiences, firstly, on arriviug 
safely in New York, and secondly, for the still 
greater pleasure of finding oneself once more in 
England. 



REFLECTIONS. 



A CALM retrospect is always the most satisfactory 
portion of any enterprise in which one may have 
Zn engagei anTit is wiU. real feeling of 
pleasure that I recall much of my American expe- 
rience. 

I do not in any way allude to the few friends I 
made; with respect to ihem I have nothing but 
that which is highly gratifying to remember. We 
may disagree, but I am sure we shall never quarrel, 
even though they may not be enthusiastic admirers 
of England, nor I be delighted with the U.S. 

■Amid much that I have disliked in the country, 
I have found a great deal firom which I could derive 
amusement, and my fault-finding is, I trust, firee 
from ill-nature. 

There is one institution against which I confess 
that I have a decided grudge, and that is the Post 
Office in New York, which is most inefficient The 
delays in delivering letters, to say nothing of repeated 
losses of both books and letters committed to its 
care, render it a doubtful advantage to the public 
at large. 



332 THE GEEAT CX)TJNTBY. 

I believe its inefficiency is universally admitted, 
and explained by the circumstance that the staff 
employed is exactly tie same as it was five-and- 
twenty years ago, whilst the amount of work for 
those employed must have been increased more than 
a hundred-fold. 

I must say one word with regard to American 
audiences, that, in spite of their restless disposi- 
tions, they are much enduring, and very in- 
dulgent ''They laugh themselves sick,'* as they 
elegantly express it, at some things, and are easily 
amused. 

I have spoken of want of taste as a national 
defect among Americans. I think I cannot do better, 
in order to substantiate my views on that subject, 
than give the following extract from a leading daily 
paper of New York. 

• 

Valitb of Fob's Autoghaph. — Horace Greeley, in his " Ee- 
coUections of a Bobj Life,** gives some correspondence that 
passed between himself and a stranger regarding Poe*s auto- 
graph. We quote : — " A gushing youth once wrote me to 
this effect : — 

"*Dbab Sm,— Among your literary treasures you have 
doubtless preserved several autographs of our country's late 
lamented poet, Edgar A. Foe. If so, and you can spare one, 
please enclose it to me, and receiye the thanks of yours truly.' 

" I promptly responded as follows : — 

" * Dear Sib, — Among my literary treasures there happens 
to be exactly oru autograph of our country's late lamented 
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poet^ Edg&r A. Poe. It is his note of hand for |50, with mj 
endorsement across the baok. It cost me exactly |50 75, (in- 
cluding protest,) and yon may have it for half that amonnt. 
Yonrs, respectfally.' 

**That antograph, I regret to say, remains on my hands, 
and is still for sale at the original price, despite the lapse of 
time, and the depreciation of our cnrrency." 

From an English point of view Americans axe 
not happy in the words they select as names for 
things ; as an instance I will quote the experience of 
an Englishman who was paying some attentions to 
a very pretty American girl at breakfast, and in the 
course of the meal, on offering the fair one some 
shrimps, was not a little taken aback by her 
declining them, saying, "Not any, thank you, I 
never eat bugs." That most unmentionable kind 
of vermin supplyiog a generic term for insects in 
America, under which head the lady classed the 
relishful shrimp, which by the way is not a popular 
form of food in America. 

Apart from these little inelegances of speech, 
there are certain forms of expression which are 
awkward and unmeaning, such as calling the decla- 
ration set forth by a candidate for ofl&ce, or by any 
party, as to principles, &c., "a platform." One 
might as well call a sermon a pulpit There is to 
our ears an affectation in the use of the word 
" recuperate " in speaking of a man's recovering his 
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credit or portion. Also in giving an account of 
the collision of two vessels, it is surely no improve- 
ment to say that they " collided." 

I was much puzzled when I heard of a lady 
having on a certain evemng given "a German." I 
bethought me of sausages, flutes, and other products 
ascribed to that nation, which might be presented 
to Mends, but on farther inquiry found that "a 
German" was the name given to a dance which 
formed the backbone of an evening devoted to 
Terpsichore. 

No doubt many forms of speech rife among 
Americans are mere vulgarisms, or provincial ex- 
pressions imported from various parts of England; in 
fact, on hearing many Americans speak, one is strongly 
reminded, both by language and accent, of the rustic 
dialecte of ooe-, nativVLi Some of fl,e words 
innse are immifestlT translatioiis from the Bntel, 
whilst others «odl i one's mind eertain scientific 
terms which seem to have wandered into general 
conversation, such as calling that venerable institu- 
tion the fire-plug a hydrant, a term which, in strict 
parlance, would be more applicable to our respected 
friend the turncock 

It is not by any means unusual in America to 
hear respectable men use expressions, one in par- 
ticular, at the very sound of which one recoils with 
disgust, when uttered by the lowest of the low in 
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the streets of London* I have known an instance 
of a father, an American resident in Europe, who 
had sent his sons to America for education, and on 
visiting them was shocked and disgusted at the 
language the lads employed in their ordinary con- 
vJZn. On eompllLg to 4e ackool-Zer he 
was told that it would be useless to attempt to stop 
it Hearing this, and being dissatisfied in other 
respects with Transatlantic education, he resolved to 
remove his children from the contamination by 
which he found them surrounded. 

Whilst on the subject of choice of expressions, I 
must take the opportunity of referring to the appli- 
cation of the term " skunk " to an individual, and 
certainly it is the very "strongest'' term of op- 
probium that could be applied, for of all the 
terrible creatures to encounter, a skunk is perhaps 
the worst; with a lion or tiger a conflict would 
be soon over, and if you should be so fortunate as 
to come oflF victorious, your wounds might soon be 
healed, and the consequences entaQed be nothing 
more unpleasant; not so however would be his 
condition who fell in with a skunk. My personal 
experience of this creature was slight, but most 
impressive ; it was on my journey south that, one 
evening just after dark, the cars suddenly became 
filled with an ejffluvium so detestable as to make me 
exclaim " Grood heavens, where are we ? '* imagining 
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that we were passing through some region where 
putrescence reigned supreme. " I guess weVe gone 
over a skunk," observed a fellow traveller, a view of 
the case in which he was supported by the con- 
ductor. 

I think it was during this same journey that I fell 
in with an American, a man from " out West," who 
was boasting of the inexhaustible wealth of the 
country. " Why," said he, " we bum more com in 
our locomotives than would half feed Europe ; " and 
I was assured there was foundation for this some- 
what startling assertion, inasmuch that Indian com 
was so abundant in the west as to be far cheaper 
than any ordinary fuel that could be used ; though 
it is a general and popular article of food through- 
out the States. It is especially esteemed when 
young and tender, when it is eeten boUed with 
butter, and known as green com. 

Having returned to the subject of eating, I am re- 
minded to advise travellers in America, on arriving 
at a hotel, to secure the good offices of a particular 
waiter in the dining-room by the judicious admi- 
nistration of a dollar at the outset, and he will then 
become their devoted slave, and secure for them hot 
food of the best description that the establishment 
can supply. This more particularly appUes to those 
who tavel » parties. 

It not unfrequently happens that when a dish is 
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placed on the table at which you are seated, a 
waiter will seize and bear it oflF elsewhere. The 
natives are on the alert for this style of thing, and 
will not hesitate to collar the said waiter, and 
wrest the dainty from his grasp, but a stranger is 
hardly up to this at first 

It is a very good rule in life, no doubt, to take 
anything you wish for, if you can, from your neigh- 
hour, and tliis principle is acted on very generally 
in the Great Country. Those who adopt this line 
of conduct as a rule will get through the world 
successfcdly ; but the difficulty is when everyone is 
at the same game, and hence much trouble may 
be anticipated in America, till the necessity of 
respecting the rights of one's neighbour be more 
generaUy recognised. 

Concession and compromise are the great secrets 
of man's social existence, being conducted advantar 
geously for aU, and till these principles be more 
fully recognised and acted upon by the Americans, 
they will never h^ve either peace or security at 
home or abroad. 

The country is now on the eve of what is little 
less than a national calamity, the Presidential 
election, and sincerely will every friend of humanity 
rejoice should it pass oflF without some most serious 
evils arising. Not wishing to be the prophet of 
evil, I will say no more as to its issue than express a 
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devout wish that it may end well for all concerned 
in it. 

The state of turmoil in the Southern States will 
be something extraordinary, thanks to the eflforts of 
" Carpet Baggers," and the real or supposed machi- 
nations of the " Ku-Klux-Klan,*' a secret society 
said by some to be an organisation of the democrats 
for the destruction of the lives and property of those 
who are opposed to them, whilst others declare it 
to be a sort of bogey set up by the republicans 
to bring their opponents into disrepute. Armed 
bands of these ruffians arc said to have committed 
outrages of the worst description, but, during my 
sojourn in the South, the accounts of the pro- 
ceedings of these disturbers of the public peace 
were so conflicting, that it was difficult to realise 
even their existence. 

As the time for the election approaches no doubt 
greater excitement wiU prevaU, and the reports wiU 
be more exaggerated as to the course of action 
adopted by all engaged in this .great national con- 
vulsion, a whole nation tiirowing aU their energies 
into the struggle which will " eventuate,'^ as they 
would say, in the election of the warlike " tanner " 
or the peaceful " cow-milker." 

The time of the Presidential election is indeed a 
momentous period, affecting, as it does, the interests 
of nearly every one in the employ of the Government, 
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from the President down to the door-keeper ; for all 
who hold ofl&ce throughout the length and breadth 
of this vast country will be displaced. 

This circumstance alone is enough to convulse the 
whole conmiunity, were there no political excitement 
mixed up with the affair. But if the Americans 
like such a state of things, that is no business of 
ours, we can only say there is no accounting for 
taste. As regards the choice of a President, as he is 
almost powerless, it is of very little consequence on 
whom the honour is conferred. 

Were General Grant a man of extraordinary 
ability, his election would, perhaps, be a step on the 
road towards autocracy ; but should he prove to be 
the "Useless" Grant, as his enemies down South 
designate him, he will do very well for the place, 
and discharge its duties with the amount of dignity 
that so exalted a position demands. 

The prestige of his name may subdue the aggres- 
siye spirit of the Indian. He may be called upon 
to exterminate the Mormons, or rescue Mexico from 
• the power of Juarez and the other savages who are 
now dominant in that unhappy land. Whoever the 
President may be, there is much for him to do at 
home ; but as he will, no doubt, be forced into in- 
terference with his neighbours, the work I have cut 
out for him, as his predecessor would have said, he 
will most likely have to take in hand. 

2S 
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Should he be a really wise man, he will leave his 
neighbours alone and devote aU his energies, and 
the little power he possesses, to heal the wounds at 
home, and soften the bitter feelings which exist in 
the so-called United States. 

It is a singular fact that a people ever ready and 
willing to annul the marriage-bond— that most 
..^d tie which bind« h^man bei^ togefter^n 
the groimd of the inexpediency of any union being 
forced, or indissoluble, should insist so strongly on 
fettering the Southern States to their Northern 
masters. The way in which some Americans insist 
on the maintenance of the Union at any cost would 
induce one to think that they held the institution 
of the United States to have been an act of an in- 
fallible being, or that their laws, like those of the 
Medes and Persians, alter not — a singular position 
to be assumed by those who sneer at old and effete 
customs, and whose boast it is to be essentially a 
people devoted to progress. They seem, however, 
likely to discover that all things work in circles, and 
that they wUl some day find themselves back again 
at the point from which they originally started. 

A. 4ard« the future. thL I^t^L in Amerie. 
who give it 83 an opinion that the next civil war in 
which they are engaged wiU be a reHgious one, and 
that the conflict will be between the Catholics and 
Protestants. I think this highly probable; but it 
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will not be a wax of swords and guns, but merely a 
continuation of the struggle in which the Church is 
engaged at present. As long as she possesses neither 
wealth nor State protection, there is nothing to make 
the conflict between her and the world at large other 
than what it should ever be, a moral struggle. 

When the Puritans reigned in New England, a 
Catholic priest was a proscribed man, and death 
awaited him if discovered. In New York, under 
the English rule, he had no better position. In 
America the Protestants have been the persecutors, 
the Papists the champions of liberty of conscience, 
a fact which goes far to prove that it was by being 
degraded to a mere engine of the State that the 
Catholic Church has been blotted with the stains of 
blood which have disgraced her career and made 
her enemies exult. 

It remains to be seen what fresh difficulties may 
beset her path in the New World ; but at present 
her prospects seem most cheering, and her future 
position bids fair to be not a place among princes 
and potentates, but a throne set up in the hearts of 
millions, who will yield her the only service that 
she should in right demand of her children — ^that of 
the heart and wilL 

There is one point on which aU men agree with 
respect to the Catholic clergy, that whatever else 
may be their motive, certainly the *' loaves and 
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fishes ':. ax^ not the incentives by which they axe in- 
duced to letbonr in setting forth the doctrines they 
profess. The sharp, practical mind of the American 
sees thiSj and though he may even despise what he 
colisiders superstitious folly, he will respect the sin- 
cerity of men who set aside every earthly con- 
sideration, and sacrifice even life itself to propagate 
that which they proclaim to be the law and will of 
God.. . 

. Before concluding my impressions on America^ I 
would speak on one subject of the deepest import- 
ance, auid one which can never even be thought 
upon without calling forth the most serious reflec- 
tion, and that is the chances of war between Great 
Britain and her former possessions. 

Regarding as mere idle expenditure of breath the 
hoJng tofe in which ^r^J^no. citizeBB, e. 
peciaUy the naturalised, talk about " whipping us 
soundly," it is certain that such a calamity as a war 
between the two countries is a conceivable evil that 
may one day overtake us. 

Lr^ U. great safeguard against ^ch a dia- 
aster; neither the people of Great Britain nor 
America are blind to the importance of peace being 
maintained, and if we should be forced into collision, 
it will be the act of those in that country who have 
nothing to lose. 

That great forbearance has been displayed towards 
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the United States by most European powers is very 
certain, and it has proceeded, no doubt, from the 
natural indulgence usually accorded to the freaks 
and follies of youth. There is, however, a limit 
to this state of things, and it is high time that 
American citizens should make it their business to 
conduct matters of State with dignity, and that 
amount of self-respect which alone can command 
the respect of others. 

The wise and thoughtftd members of the com- 
munity in America exert their influence on tie 
masses. The ardour and rashness of youth must be 
counterbalanced by the moderation and experience 
of riper yeais, or reckless impetuosity may provoke a 
war whicb, though disastrous to all concerned, will 
throw back America many years in her course of 
progress, and bring upon her all the horrors of a 
struggle both foreign and domestic. 

It will be no doubt an evil day for England 
when the first gun is fired to renew a struggle 
against those with whom she has so long been 
happily at peace ; but that same gun will wake up 
all the latent passions which are but half suppressed 
at present in the hearts of millions of Americans, 
and rekindle the smouldering embers of the fire of 
civil discord, which needs but little to be fanned 
into a blaze. 

All who believe in their accoimtability to God 
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will do their utmost to avert the horrors of wai*, 
and it is for both Americans and Englishmen to 
look well to those who are entrusted with the affairs 
of State ; for till the noisy breath of unthinking, 
ignorant, unprincipled men be checked, no country 
can be safe from aU the evils into whibh the in- 
dulgence of human passions may at any moment 
hurl it. 

It is a great natural law that mature age should 
act as a check on the excesses of youth, and woe 
indeed be to that country that does not possess the 
advantage of a body of fathers to give counsel and 
advice on all important points, and still greater woe 
to a people that sneers at the cautious voice of its 
elders, and will only hear that which is palatable to 
its longing for low, selfish aggrandisement, without 
regard to the justice of its cause or the rights of its 
neighbour. 

Although not a century old as a nation, America 
is no longer at the age to claim the immunity 
allowed to the schoolboy period of existence. The 
world has now a right to expect that prejudice, 
ignorance, conceit, boasting, rashness, and insolence, 
shaU be laid aaide by Americans, and that dignity of 
conduct shall be displayed in the settlement of their 
own affairs and in the treatment of those of their 
neighbours ; that the fruits of their much talked of 
educational system shall begin to be gathered, and 
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that a Bpiiit of Christiaiuty shaU pervade the land, 
flowingLm the abundJscrip^ t^hing. which 
is boastfully said to be the foundation of all their 
instruction. But, as I am informed that the only 
religious exercise allowed in the public schools of 
America is the reading of a chapter in the Bible at 
the commencement of the day's work, I would 
humbly suggest that the chapters selected should be 
those which contain the Sermon on the Mount, for if 
the heavenly morality inculcated there can be made 
to sink deeply into the youthful hearts and minds of 
Americans, then may we hope that in time to come 
there will be a great change in the temper and 
spirit of the people. 

Youth will be remarkable for docility and purity, 
the foul details of school life that at times find a 
place in the columns of the public journals will be 
seen no more. Contempt for parents and elders, so 
much complained of, and defiance of authority, will 
not be rife throughout the land. 

Men will deal honestly and fairly one with 
another. Women will be good wives and mothers. 
Parents will fulfil their duties by their children, 
husbands and wives dwelling together as becomes 
those who are solemnly pledged to do so in the 
sight of Heaven. Old age will command the 
respect and deference to which a life of dignified 
propriety entitles those who are spared on earth 
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,18 guides and examples for the rising generation. 
Such a state of society alone can insure to America 
the title that she claims of being that which the 
writer of these humble pages most sincerely wishes 
her to be indeed — 

The Great Country. 
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EXCERPTA FROM NEWSPAPERS. 



FREEDMEirS BUREAU. 

Eten the Tribune begins to believe wliat Oeneral Grant says 
about the infamous swindle known as the Freedmen's Bureau. 
" It is no longer doubted/ says the TrUmne, " that enormous 
frauds have been perpetrated in the Second Auditor*s office in 
the payment of the bounties to the coloured troops, and there 
is every reason to believe that the Gk)vemment has been swin- 
dled to the extent of 1,500,000 dollars,*' and '' it appears fur- 
ther,'' says the Tribune, ^that certain clerks in the Second 
Auditor's office in the Bureau of Coloured Troops, and in the 
Freedmen's Bureau, entered into a conspiracy, and that papers 
for whole regiments have been forged, presented, and paid." 
Yet the radical party proposes to continue this outrage, which 
is not only bleeding the white tax-payers of the North out of 
millions of dollars annually, professedly for the blacks, but is 
made the means of swindling them out of millions more for the 
benefit of loyal clerks and agents of the Freedmen's Bureau, and 
for the coloured troops. The time is very near at hand when 
the simple statement that " the coloured troops fought nobly " 
will scarcely be considered as a compensatory return for the 
millions of money stolen from the Treasury by loyal thieves. — 
New Fork World, Southern paper. 



KU-KLUX-KLAN. 

A GBNUIKfl KU-KLUZ. 

To the Editor of the La Crosse Democrat, 
An event hath happened — an event dire and portentous. I 



hav^ had an adventure — a strange and thrilling adventure, and 
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I hasten to record it for jour benefit. If jou will but listen^ I 
will a tale unfold that will cultivate the soul, warm thy young 
blood, and play the devil with thee generally. I have seen a 
Eu-EluZ| ay, a cydops, which I suppose eveiy one knows is 
simply a laiger edition of a Eu-Kluz, or a well-grown Eu-Klux. 
The "how '* of the thing was as follows :— Yesterday evening I 
sallied forth after supper to enjoy my evening walk, which I 
usuaUy take upon the banks of the beautiful lake, upon which 
oiur bureau-nigger-ridden little village is situated. I had walked 
but a few hundred yards beyond the " rhubarbs *' of the town 
when I heard a strange noise, aud looking up beheld a strange 
sights which made each ''particular hair stand on end,*' and 
pearly made me nm away. Advancing towards me at a slow 
pace I saw a being in the shape of a man, but so lai*ge ! Why, 
the top of his head, from which sparks of fire were issuing, 
reached above the tops of the surrounding trees. His eyes (of 
which he had three, as I afterwards discovered,) looked like 
illuminated dining plates, and his mouth looked almost as large 
as the Mammoth Cave. Now was not this a sight to appal a 
poor, unreconstructed, anti-convention, anti-constitution Keb? 
It would have appalled me. Brick, but you see I am a brave 
man — a very brave man. As I happened to have a pocket 
pistol with me of the largest size, I calmly and heroically deter- 
mined to stand my ground. Taking up a safe position behind 
a log I drew the pocket pistol aforesaid from my pocket, ex- 
tracted the cork, elevated it to my eye ? gazed long and 
anxiously through it at the slowly approaching monster. 
Nearer he came and nearer, and I began to think that he 
would pass me, when suddenly I heard a long-drawn whiff as 
though some agreeable scent had stiiick his nostrils, and stoop- 
ing down the giant began to look anxiously and slowly around. 
Satisfied that he had smelt the contents of the pistol aforesaid, 
and confident that I would be discovered, I stepped boldly forth 
firom my hiding place, mounted the log, and saluted him with, 
''Stranger, won't you take a drink ?" His instant response was, 
" You bet ! " and in the twinkling of an eye my pocket pistol 
vanished upwards into mid air only to be instantly returned—^ 
empty. " Do you call that a drink 1 " said the stranger, " why 
that ain't a smell." " Say you so," said I. " Well now, stranger, 
you sit down here three minutes, and I'll try and give you a 
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drink.'* Now it »o happeued that I had a ten gallon keg of 
''the ardent)" not yet tapped, so running to mj house I shoul- 
dered the keg, brought it out on the lake bank, knocked out 
the head and tendered it to mj yisitor, who was then squatting 
down by the roadside. In an instant the keg was lifted to his 
mouth, and when it reached the ground some three gallons of 
its contents had disappeared. • '' Ah 1 " said mj visitor, *' that 
is something like a drink. It is the fii'st I have tasted since I 
was killed at Seyen Pines, and I tell you it tastes good." 
''Take another,** said L "You're a brick,'* said he, "and I 
dou*t care if I do,'* and shortly after another gallon kept com- 
pany with the othera " So," says I, " you're a ghost, are you ! 
WeU, sir, glad to see you. Ttc long wanted to see a ghost^ but 
I didn't expect to see that they were so large." " Oh ! " 
said the stranger, "after a man's killed, the size of his 
ghost depends upon the size of soul. Some very large men 
in life, when they get to the next world, ain't larger than 
your finger, and have to spend all their time in dodging 
ai*ound to keep some of us full-grown fellows from treading 
on them by accident Most all of us Southern boys are 
pretty lai^, though sometimes a small one turns up ; while 
the most of the down east Yankees are of quite small size, 
averaging generally about the size of that thing you call 
a bottle." Here he pointed at the defunct corpus of my 
pocket pistol, and continued, " It's really amusing to see 
those little fellows dodging around still, to get out of our 
way, just like they used to in life. But," continued he, " the 
smallest pattern of all are the bondholders. Why, when 
they get there, a dozen of them sometimes live under one 
blade of grass, and then when they go they have to pack their 
bonds with them, which tires them wonderfully.** " What 
do you live on?" said I. "On manna. It grows on trees, 
ai^d the higher it is on the tree the sweeter and better it is. 
We big fellows who can pick it off the top, fai*e splendidly ; but 
the little fellows who have to live on what grows on the sprouts 
around the root of the tree, have a pretty hard time of it. I 
once, for a curiosity, reached down and plucked a little of it 
and tasted it^ and it puckered up my mouth like a green per- 
simmon." "Have you classes of society there 1*' asked I. " Oh 
yes, and we are as exclusive as you are on earth. We big 
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fellowSy who oall ourselyes Cyclops, think a great deal of the 
next size called Eu-Klux, and we associate freely together; 
but neither of us will associate with the smaller fry. Each set 
has its distinotiye name. For instance, the bondholders are 
called gad flies, taking their name frt)m their occupation on 
earth." Here my visitor took another drink, and announced 
that it was time for him to go. I told him that I would like 
to measure him, to which he most obligingly consented, and 
lying down on his back, waited till I went for a tape line, and 
then assisted me in taking his dimensions. From this kindness 
on his part I am enabled to say to you that he measured one 
hundred and seven feet, three and a-half inches in height, 
forty-six feet five inches around the waist, twenty-four feet eight 
inches around the thighs, and eleven feet nine inches and 
twenty-five cents around the wnst. After getting the measure- 
ments, my friend asked me if I was satisfied. I told him I 
should like to weigh him, but didn't know where to find scales 
laige enough for the purpose. In the most obliging manner 
he at once drew a Fairbank's patent platform hay-scales out 
of his coat pocket, and having adjusted it, stood on his back 
on the scales, with his head, shotdders and legs elevated, while 
I ascertained that he weighed exactly four tons two ounces and 
a half He then took another drink, put his scales in his 
pocket, and after taking another^ departed, promising to call 
again another day. Should he do so I will at once inform you. 
In thinking over it since, I think I should have weighed him 
when I first met him, for I am satisfied that he weighed three 
drams more when I placed him on the scales than he did when 
I first met him. Dol. 

Marian, Ark, April 11, 1868. 



The " Ku-Klux-Klan ** have been the subject of much 
comment. We believe there is nothing serious in the organi- 
sation, — some fun-loving fellows having an eye to merriment, 
in frightening by strange edicts the '' loil leegers *' and thievers. 
Wm. G. Brownlow, pretended Governor of this State, delivers 
his gangi-ened, hate-eaten heart of some of its superfluous 
venom and malignity in counselling, through the columns of 
his paper, the KnoxviUe Whig, the fanning anew of the flames 
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of oiTil war, calling upon the white and black negroes to mas- 
sacre the ''Eu-Kluzs*' wherever found. 

'* The worda that should snffioiently aoouse 
And execrate snch reprobate, had need 
Oome glowing from the lips of eldest Hell 1 " 

What a comment upon the progress and ciyilization of the 
nineteenth century. A Governor inciting the citizens over 
whose destinies he presides to butcher each other in cold blood. 
Yet in hope do we turn from so dark a picture, feeling that ere 
long the sun of a triumphant Democracy shall shed over the 
land genial rays of prosperity and gladness that shall cause 

" The cares that now infest the day, 
To fold their tents like the Arabs, 
And as silently steal away." 



ANTIPATHY TO NEGROES. 



The depth of infamy to which some men have descended was 
demonstrated in the House of Bepresentatives yesterday. It 
was remarked that not a few Radical members, once regarded 
as worthy to associate with gentlemen, voted to put a negro in 
office in opposition to one of their own race. — Atlanta Paper, 



REPUDIATION. 

Bepudiation looms in the future as the inevitable conse^ 
qilbnce of the new turmoils into which the politicians of both 
sides are plunging the country. Mad with party hates, the 
Radicals on one side, and the President and his advisers on the 
other, take no care for the necessities of the nation, heed not 
the f)EU)t that the people are depressed with the weight of taxes 
—that the oountfy is staggering imder the evils incident to the 
actual destruction of its financial equilibrium. Indifferent to 
the obvious facts of the nation's condition — ^that it needs to be 
set on its feet, and needs the assistance of wise laws and mode- 
rate administration to enable it to recover from the tremendous 
drain made on its vitality by the war ; indifferent or blind to 
all that they should se<^, the men in high places push the 
destructive purposes of party with such fiiry that the financial 
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honour of the Government must surely go down in the struggle. 
Suddenly, as the immediate result of the struggle for party 
power^ the great douht of the war, the deep problem that was 
supposed to be determined and closed for ever, is opened again. 
That great doubt was, would the United States go through so 
fearful a struggle and come out safely — come out soon also— a 
vital, efficient power, possessed of a dominant legitimate Govern- 
ment, acting under the law ? Upon that point i^ested our credit, 
and as the result seemed doubtful for us oiu: bonds went down ; 
as the prospect brightened they went up. But the war was 
brought to a dose. The legitimate Government had trium- 
phantly asserted its power, and was respected and supreme in 
the exercise of all its functions. We had falsified all the 
examples of history and all the ill-natiu-ed prophecies by going 
through the great struggle without political convulsion, and the 
vast debt we had incun-ed to rescue the nation seemed safe — 
the pledge of our honour sure to be redeemed. But all at once 
there is an entire change. We are thmwu back from the fixed 
point we had reached, and float in the uncertain sea of i*evolu- 
tionary troubles, so tossed hither and thither that none can say 
where we may be beached. We are again in the category of 
nations whose great wars ended in great internecine contests 
for political power ; and people must reason to our future from 
such examples as that of France, in which the series of changes 
ran through a score of years and upset all law and order. Who 
shall say now that the nation's bonds will ultimately be of more 
value than were those of France ) or that the United States' 
greenback will not figure in the same chapter of mouetaa^ 
history that recites the story of the French assignats t Our 
tendency is downward in the same direction. Already a party 
has dared to raise its head to put forward a repudiation candi- 
date for the Presidency ; and now that the people can see no 
prospect that the burden of taxes will be relieved, now that 
there is all appearance that our financial condition will go from 
bad to worse, this repudiation party will find its hands immensely 
strengthened in popular sympathy, and may suddenly discover 
that it has grown to be one of the great exponents of the popular 
will. And thus it is that impeachment, and the distui'bance it 
involves, means in the result neither more nor less than national 
bankruptcy. — New York Herald. 
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OBXBKBAOK BBPUDIATION. 



The Chloago Trtbune, in attempting to correct a misre- 
presentation of the position of this paper on the bond question, 
says : — 

*' His (Pomero/s) plan is, to repudiate both bonds and green- 
backs, and make one job of it. He condemns the sneaking way 
of stabbing the national creditors in the back in the dark, as 
adyocated by the Chicago Times and other cowardly Copperhead 
prints.*' 

Now, the above statement that we are in favour of repudiating 
the greenbacks is a notable lie, and is the result of ignorance on 
the part of the Tribune writer, or is one of their characterifi[tio 
dodges wherewith they expect to make capital If it is the first, 
we suggest the Tribune engage some man who can read and 
understand the English language ; if it is the latter, we do not 
quite understand what remedy to apply, as there is no law in 
Chicago, we believe, which prevents a lying Jacobin indulging 
in his favourite pastime. 

We have never advocated the repudiation of the greenbacks, 
and the Tribune should know, if it knows anything. On the 
contrary, we have asserted, and do now affirm, that such a 
course would be dangerous and unjust, because, instead of 
crushing the thieving aristocracy of bondholders, shoddyites, 
and contractors, it would be a direct blow at any and all poor 
people of the country who might be so unfortunate as to have 
a few dollars in their possession, which, in such an event, they 
would lose. For the benefit of the TrU>une and everyone else, 
we republish the following from our previous article on the sub- 
ject : — 

''We propose, as the Tribune well knows, to prevent this 
calamity to the industrial classes, by at once making a dean 
sweep of the bonds and the taxation necessary to sustain them. 
This remedy is plain and direct, free from all complications, and 
insures certain and absolute relief from the 'burden of debt 
and taxation,' which the Jacobin leader admits to be so 'oppres- 

siva* '' 

Do you find any greenback repudiation in that ? When you 
want to lie about us again, please do it on some less important 

subject— Za Croese Democrat. 

A ▲ 
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POLITICAL BANCOUE. 



JA00BI17S — NOTHING BUT JA00BIN8. 

We like the ring of that resolution adopted bj the Maine 
Democracy in State Convention at Augusta : — 

''That the time had come for all to band against the 
Jacobins." 

** Jacobins '* is the very best word in the language, because 
it IB the word that has the most meaning to properly charao- 
terisse the Radical party. They call themselves Republicans, 
but to that character we all know they have really no dainL 
There is positively nothing Republican about them, unless it 
be Red Republicanism. 

They are Jacobins — ^because they seek to govern the people 
through the instrumentality of a Central Directory, or a Rump 
Congress, from whose decrees there is no appeal. 

They are Jacobins — ^because under the rallying ay of Liberty, 
Equality, and Fraternity, they have, since their accession to 
power, helped to deluge the land with fraternal blood. 

They are Jacobins — because under pretence of giving liberty 
to men, they have set up a military despotism, which leaves 
millions of men of their own race practically no liberty whatever. 

They are Jacobins — because they rule, and seek to rule, by 
force, intimidation, and terror. 

They are Jacobins — because they have set up, and seek to 
set up, the power of the few over the wishes of the many. 

They are Jacobins — because they are constantly seeking to 
Btir up strife, and to excite the passions and prejudices of one 
class of people against another class. 

They are Jacobins — because they are eternally attempting 
mischievous experiments in government, politics, finance, — 
incessant agitation being an element without which they cannot 
exist. 

They are Jacobins — ^because of their conscription and forced 
levies, to feed the jaws of war and of death, with which their 
name must ever be historically associated. 

It took the French people some years to get rid of this 
hideous monster, Jacobinism — but an end was msAe of it at last ; 
so we too, if historical parallels are woiih anything, need not 



APPENDIX. 355 

despair of driving it from existence. We believe it has already 
run its course, and that if the great Democratic National Con- 
vention, now about to assemble, but acts — as doubtless it will 
act — with ordinary discretion, the hideous thing, with all its 
ghastly accompaniments, will be deep down in its grave about 
the time the wintry winds of November are whistling in our 
ear. — New York Evening Express, 



POLITICAL HONESTY. 

FBAUD IN THB BLBOTION OF SPBAKEA OF THB HOUSB. 

It seems to have been a preconcerted plan on the part of the 
Badicals on yesterday to elect their Speaker in the House by 
fraud and brute force. In respect to the day before proceeding 
to the election of officers, Captain Dunlap Scott moved an 
adjournment, which motion Governor Bullock refused to put. 
General Meade being present, Scott appealed to the militaiy, 
but instead of putting his motion, after a short conference 
between Meade and Bullock, the latter ordered the election to 
proceed, in violation of a parliamentary rule common to all 
deliberative bodies, and familiar to eveiy man with the least 
knowledge of parliamentary usage. The House then proceeded to 
the election of a Speaker, which resulted as follows : — McWhorter 
(Radical), 76 ; Price pemocrat), 74 ; Holden, 1. 

Price having absented himself from the Hall for a moment 
whilst the vote was being taken, was told on his return that 
McWhorter had, in his absence, voted for him, and in return 
for the compliment, when Price's name was called, he voted for 
McWhorter. When informed that McWhorter had not voted 
for him. Price asked permission to withdraw his vote, which 
was granted by Governor Bullock, he (Bullock) stating that 
another vote would be added to Price, so that the vote, as 
ordered by Bullock, would stand thus : — McWhorter, 76—1 
— 75 ; Price, 74 — 1 — 75 ; Holden, 1 — 1 ; leaving it a tie vote 
between McWhorter and Price. Without adding Price's vote 
to Price, McWhorter was still lacking one vote of an election, 
as a majority of all the votes cast was necessary to an election. 
That majority McWhorter did not receive, hence there was no 
election, and it is but due to the House and the State that 

A A 2 
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Qovemor Bullock should, on Monday next, order an election for 
Speaker of the House. 

If such a flagrant act of injustice as this — such an outrage 
upon the people of Georgia is committed in broad daylight, in 
the presence of hundreds of eye-witnesses, and under the im- 
mediate eye and direction of His Eoyal Highness the Military 
Satrap of this District, what stupendous frauds may we not 
infer were perpetrated by these same men behind the curtain in 
the election of members to the Legislature. If General Meade 
has any regard other than that of a tyrant and usurper for the 
rights of an oppressed and down-trodden people, we appeal to 
hhn to see that justice is done all parties in this election. If 
McWhorter was fairly elected Speaker, all parties should cheer- 
fully acquiesce in the result ; but yiewed in its true light, the 
people of Geoigia will have cause, unless another election is 
ordered, to brand this one as a fraud and an outrage upon their 
rights. 

Fortunately for the honour of the State in preyenting a 
repetition of like frauds in the election of other officers, just as 
that of Speaker closed, a Radical band in front of the Hall 
commenced a patriotic air, which created a scene of confusion 
inside, resulting in an unceremonious and unparliamentary 
adjournment of the House. — Atlanta Paper, 



CORRUPTIONS IN OFFICE. 
CUB OITY LBGISLATORS. 

Among the many accommodating terms which abound in the 
English language, there is scarcely anyone so much used as that 
of ''routine business." All sorts of societies, clubs, conventions 
have what is called ''routine" business, and being known as 
^■routine," there is little or no attention paid to it ^n passant 
Our noble, yirtuous, valiant and highly enlightened city fathers 
in their assemblies have also what is termed " routine" business, 
but their routine is something more than the mere calling of 
the roU and reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, 
for under their routine are perpetrated at times many of the 
most barefaced swindles on the residents of particular localities 
or on the entire tax«paying portion of the community. These 



APPENDIX. 367 

particalar dlasses of resolutioxis at a carsory glance would appear 
to be public benefits, and tbej have become of such frequent 
occurrence tbat then: introduction or their presence is not 
heeded by any but those who, besides the official, will be 
d];rectly interested in their passage by the Common Council, 
and who, in conjunction with the accommodating legislator, have 
thereby made for them slits in the public money-bags through 
which they may insert their itching fingers and steal the people's 
wealth. And because of their frequent occurrence they are 
shoved ahead as ** routine." 

There may be yet some inhabitant living who can remember 
when the position of alderman was considered an honorary one ; 
when the matters connected with the extorting of money from 
the people and expending it for the particular benefit of the 
<< ring" and its adjuncts were proceedings unknown. There are 
some yet living who can remember the fact that when matters 
connected with the public business were agitated, the doors of 
the council chambers were opened to those who were obliged to 
pay for any improvements that were to be made, and when the 
party who could show the most reasonable and honest arguments 
on a point would have the verdict in his favour ; when legislators 
— even city officials — cared something for their good names, and 
could allow their speeches or debates to go before their consti- 
tuent& There are many who can remember the fact that the 
members of the Common Council advei*tised notices of the place 
and time of the assembling of the various committees, and when 
parties interested could attend and give their views, so that the 
general public sentiment could be known ; but then a bottle of 
whiskey was not the presiding officer of the committee meeting, 
and the reports of the committees and subsequent action of 
the boards did not entirely depend on the amount of money 
used as a press to seal up a document or a lever to prize it open. 

But how different is the case at the present day) The 
wholesale robberies by the national Congress and the State 
Legislature are imitated as closely as possible, as far as the 
amount of plunder will permit, by our mimicipal managers, but 
with less attempt at legal covering, owing to the fact that while 
the '* heavy villains *' in the former are polished, and in many 
cases learned in the legal profession, and are enabled, there- 
fore, to be more subtle than the latter, who, like '* front wood 
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robbers/' depend more on fieroe looks, heaTy lip-hair, sloudied 
hats and bravado to strike terror into their victims, and thus 
render them easy to be pluoked. They have certainly struck 
terror into the city taxpayers, and although feeble protests, 
made generally on veiy thin paper and pressed by young 
attorneys, have been thrown before the " army of occupation *' 
on its victorious march, the paper was so thin and the weight of 
the abstruse calculations on it so damaging to the fabric^ that 
some of the *' ring '' masters have always succeeded in punctur- 
ing it with one finger, or have completely effaced the protest by 
crumpling it in their brawny fists. 

To read the printed reports of the meetings of the Board of 
Aldermen, or Oouncilmen, or Supervisors, a person would fail 
to discover, perhaps, any of the nice '' little games " that are run 
in or left out, as the case may be, under '' routine." Alderman 
McDildarrel, from the Ninety-first ward, introduces ''Resolu- 
tion with ordinance attached," providing that 1954th street, 
from Fifty-first to Fifty-eighth avenue, be regulated and graded, 
curb and gutter stones set, and sidewalks flagged a space of 
four feet wide through the centre thereof, under the direction 
of the Groton Aqueduct Department." This street may be at 
present located beneath the '* rock of age&" But what of that 1 
There are some ravenous maws to be satisfied, and a little of 
the municipal pap distributed in this way can be made to serve 
several members of the '' third house," who are daily becoming 
more ferocious while observing the milk and honey flowing in 
such huge quantities into the aldermanic trough, and positively 
declare — ^the positives used being generally expressive though 
not always elegant expletives — that '' if Paddy Mac don't get 
nothing for him he'll git square on Paddy, and won't vote for 
none of his fellows agin more'n three or four times nix election.'* 
This is a fearful threat, and so Paddy Mac looks about and 
oonsTiUs his fellow aldermen to see if there ain't some place 
where a street can be opened. ''He's got a decent young 
fellow wot wants a job and wot's hard up, and he's a ' worker,' 
you know, and he don't care about gittin him agin him, 'cause 
he's got two or tree dozen votes on de av'n'e." They find 
1954th street is somewhat out of the way, and might be opened 
on paper, and then, while Paddy Mac's friend can be provided 
for there are several other places, and Tim O'Rartigan and 
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Jerry MoMnrtigan and two or three others each know some 
** decent young fellow wot's out of a job " and so the reso- 
lution is prepared, carelesslj thrown on the President's desk, 
and when meeting day arriTes the title of the paper is care- 
lessly and quickly read, and the matter referred to the Committee 
on ** Street Openings " or '' Roads," or '* laid over/' as best may 
suit the Mends of the *' decent young fellows wot wants the 
jobs." In due course of time the matter is brought into court ; 
commissioners of assessment are appointed, who estimate the 
amount of damage and of benefit to the suirounding property. 
These commissioners are generally friends of some of the big 
guns in the " ring.** The plans and specifications are made out, 
and proposals made by contractors, and contracts awarded after 
the stipulations are settled that Paddy's and Tim's and Jerry's 
friends are to be made inspectors. They may not know what 
a square yard is composed of ; they may not know whether the 
work is done according to the terms of the contract or not, and 
they don't care. They do not even, perhaps, take the trouble 
to find out what part of the island the street is on ; but they 
know where to go to sign the pay roll, to make affidavit that 
they have performed their duty, and that is enough for them 
to know. Three dollars a day for the onerous duty of making 
« his mark " once or twice in a month is their look out, and 
that part of their work they do as well as they are able. 

When the streets are cut through there must be gas mains laid 
and street lamps posted, and by a little arrangement between 
some of the gas companies and the representatiyes of the 
aldermanic ^ ring " that part of the programme can be settled. 
The ordinance goes in and through as ** ordinary routine," and 
aU this is done '' under the direction of the Crotou Aqueduct 
Department." This latter department the people believe to be 
weU and ably conducted, and the aldermen, knowing this to be the 
popular belief, throw the work on that department, and it must 
be performed, because the Groton board has no power or voice 
in the matter, and must do as it is ordered. Then there are 
the " wooden pavement " jobs — a veiy recent invention. The 
honomrable the Boards of Aldermen and Councilmen do not 
wait for the property owners to ask for this wooden business, 
and as it is a ^' patent " pavement, the holders of the copy- 
right alone have the power to lay it. Five dollars per square 
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yard g^ves the owners a mai^ from which the grease for the 
wheels of legislation can he squeezed, and the jobs are scattered 
around so that each member of the " ring " may have two or 
three ** wooden " streets in his district. In fact, so handsomely 
and with such a full acknowledgment of the rule of ** honour 
among thieves ** are things arranged in caucus and committee, 
that it is unnecessary to have any questions or debates on the 
matter in the public meetings of the boards. A person attending 
one of these meetings sees eveiything apparently honest ; once 
in a while a little joke is indulged in at the expense of some 
of the members who may not be destined to have a share in 
some particular haul, and occasionally one of the worthy gentle- 
men who imagines he has not been foirly dealt with, or will not 
be "seen '* on some of the jobs, will make a little trouble, and 
the matter is laid over for the present. A colour of legality, 
and a very slight colour, may be given by adhering to the 
rules of the boards ; but the unruly member must be brought 
around, and so the room is cleared of all outsiders, as the 
Board is about to hold a '< private meeting," and in that 
meeting the affair ia more amicably disposed of. 

There are numerous little perquisites that the ''bosses" can 
receive without being much questioned. Brian 0*Linn wants 
to open an oyster-stand on the sidewalk of some of the streets. 
Brian has a few dollars. He '' sees *' the alderman, who calls 
on some of his colleagues, and the poor fellow (Brian) is 
kindly granted permission to open his stand and his oysterSi 
obstruct the street, annoy pedestrians, but please the alder- 
man. Volumes might be filled with specimens of the hand- 
some and dirty doings of the city fathers, but the volumes 
thus filled could avail but little. The city government requires 
to undei^ a radical change, and until some plan can be devised 
for first purifying the judiciary — ^placing it beyond the power 
of the roughs and '' rounders " of the city, and so disposed that 
a whisper from some politician cannot effect the release of 
thieves and murderers — the citizens can expect no cessation of 
the wholesale plunderings by the round-headed, dose-cropped, 
beetle-browed, pug-nosed, bullet-eyed, high-cheeked, thick-lipped, 
big-toothed, square-jawed, bull-necked blackguards who control 
at present the avenues and the revenues of the metropolis. — 
New York Herald, May, 1868. 
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ADVEBTISEMENTa 

ABSOLUTE DIVORCES LEGALLY OBTAINED in New 
York and States where desertion, drunkenness, ^., suf- 
ficient cause. No publicity. No charge until diTorce obtained. 
Advice frea M. Howbs, Attorney, 70, Nassau Street 

BSOLUTE LEGAL DIVORCES OBTAINED in New 
York ; also from States where non-support, drunkenness or 
desertion is sufficient causa No ^publicity. Fbedbriok L 
Kino, Counsellor at Law, 261, Broadway. 

RUNKENNESS OR WHISKY MONOMANIA can be 
cured as readily as any other disease. For proof positive, 
call on or address with stamps, H. S. Ballou, 133, Clinton 
Place, N.Y. 

"FILIAL AFFECTION." 

The following letter is a perfect model in its way : '* Dear 
Brother — I've got one of the handsomest farms in the State, and 
have it nearly paid for. Crops are good, prices never were better. 
We have had a glorious revival of religion in our church, and both 
our children (the Lord be praised !) are converted. Father got 
to be rather an incumbrance, and last week I took him to the 
poor-house. Your affectionate brother." — Morning Star, New 
Orleans, April 12, 1868. 



MORALITY. 

Two veiy respectable gentlemen of Auburn, New York, re- 
cently eloped, each with the other's wife, on the same train and 
the same dark night A recognition ensued in the waiting-room 
at Syracuse, an exchange was effected, and there is. no more 
division in those households. 



RELIGIOUS PROGRESa 



Intelligence continues to reach us of the spread of the reli- 
gious interest throughout the country. Since our last report 
seventy more churches have been heard from, which have re* 
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oeiTod to their oommunion 2240 oonverts. Sinoe the beginning 
of the year, only some four months, we have reoorded reviyalfl 
in nearly 1000 churchesy to which there have been added on 
profession of fitith 16,410 members. Of the seventy churches 
which report accessions the past week twenty-three are Pres- 
byterian, and the number of converts received by them is nearly 
900. The First church, Kensington, Philadelphia, has been 
ei\joying a wonderful baptism of the Spirit. Sunday, the 10th 
instant, 101 were received to the membership of the church. 
The remarkable religious interest that prevails in New Albany, 
Indiana, has resulted in adding to the First Presbyterian church 
110, and to the Second 122 converts. 

A religious interest has been prevailing in some of the 
churches of Washington, and since the week of prayer the 
Sixth Presbyterian church has received thirty, the Fourth nine- 
teen, and the First nine converts. In the State street church, 
Albany, twenty-six have lately made public profession of their 
fiuth. At South Bend, Indiana, sixty-four converts have joined 
the Presbyterian church. Twenty have been received since 
January by the North church, St. Louis, and sixteen by the 
Central church, San Francisco. 

Vo twenty-one Congregational churches 620 converts have 
lately been added. On the 5th ultimo forty persons united in 
profession of faith. Forty-six joined the Fifth church, Ply- 
mouth, Massachusetts, on the 5th ultimo. 

In twenty-two Baptist churches 724 oonverts have been re- 
cently baptized. The Examiner says of the good work in this 
city : — " A widespread religious interest has refreshed nearly all 
the churches. Very little extra aid has been called in. A few 
churches have had professed revivalists to help them. But the 
work has been quite as deep and powerful where the pastor and 
the people have done the labour. Since Mr. Earle left the 
Tabemade church meetings have been held every night, and 
the interest, instead of waning, has actually increased. About 
150 have been converted and seventy-five have been baptized in 
this church." 

The Reformed Messenger gives an account of the number con- 
firmed at the late Easter communion in nineteen German 
Reformed churches. At fiWQ churches in Philadelphia 230 were 
received by confirmation ; nine other churches of Pennsylvania 
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receiTed 253, three in Baltimore, fifty-two; two in Ohio, at 
East Union and New Lisbon, eighty. Thus, in all, 620 were 
confirmed in these nineteen churches. 

The Lutheran churches in Burmingham, Pennsylyania, and 
Millersburg; Sonora, and Tuscarawas, Ohio, have lately receiTed 
to their communion 194 converts. 

A Roman Catholic reviyal, or mission, has occurred in Nor- 
wich, Connecticut. The church was thronged for three weeks, 
the confessional was crowded day and evening, and the results 
were : ** 3500 communions, hundreds of strayed sheep brought 
back to the fold, the establishment of the confraternities of the 
Holy Rosary and of the Angelic Warfare, and many other hea- 
venly graces.'' — New York Herald, May. 



RELIGIOUS DISSEKSIONa 

BRAWLING IN THB 0HUR0HB9 — THB CHRISTIAN SPIRIT. 

Public attention is again forcibly called to the fact that 
societies professedly Christian may set the worst examples in 
regard to mild manners and gentleness of demeanour that can 
be found in a peaceable community. Vestrymen, wardens, and 
pastor of a Protestant Episcopal church in this city have 
recently fallen by the ears in a dispute that is supposed to have 
begun on points of formality in worship. Some are Ritualists 
and some are not, and so arises a difiference in regard to the 
mere accessories of the service, which comes to a brawl in the 
street& Foi^tting the essentials of all service, casting from 
them the contrite heart and self-denying spirit, they dispute on 
this immaterial point as if no command to ** love cue another " 
had ever been heard in the world. Policemen are summoned 
to put one party out of the church edifice and keep the other 
in, and the locust club is held up as a terror to compel the 
silence of a parson who desires to preach the Gospel from the 
church stepa From the street the case goes to the courts, and 
there is the usual farrago of argument on injunctions and 
motions to dissolve and what not, and the acute wits of the 
lawyers must settle the quarrel of the disciples of the ** Peace- 
maker." There was a not dissimilar dispute in a church in a 
neighbouring city lately. Wardens and pastor quarrelled there 
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also. On Sunday the pastor began to read from the pulpit the 
statement of his side of the case. One of the wardens called 
upon the organist for musio in the midst of the parson's state- 
ment ; and the organist played, with all the more gusto as he, 
perhaps, looked to that warden for his pay. So it was a duel— - 
the oi^gan on one hand, the parson on the other; and the 
latter was fairly piped into ulenoe by the ''deep, mc^estio, 
solemn organ's blow.'' 

Such is the mood in which our religious societies frequently 
appear ; yet if there is one distinction of the Christian teachings 
that may be called the pre-eminent one, it is that the disciples 
of Christ should control especially those veiy instincts and 
tendencies of our common human nature that lead to the 
bitterness and fuiy of quarrel and disputa Temptation there 
IS in abundance ; human weakness too ; and between these what 
occurs ) All that strife and envy and ill-will that govern in the 
world, and to find the remedy for which was the special mission 
of Christ. Christ appeared and lived and died for nothing 
if not to put a better relationship than that between men — if 
not to regulate the intercourse of man with his fellows by a 
spirit of charitable forbearance for all weaknesses, all errors and 
differences. How is it, then, that men who are governed only 
by hate, who construe every act in an ill sense, who go to 
violence with the readiness of pothouse brawlers, who are ruled 
by a spirit the very opposite to that of Christ — how is it that 
such men dare call themselves Christians ? Is it not a profanity, 
a blasphemy, that men should invoke the sacredness of such a 
name to commend them before the world, while they are proving 
by every possible act that they have no right to it ? 

The truth as seen in all these unseemly exhibitions of reli- 
gious societies is simply that the spirit of Christianity is not to 
be found in the churches. Splendid architecture you may have 
there. Music you may have there also — sometimes good, some- 
times indifferent, sometimes as horrible as saw-filing. Popular 
parsons are there, too, with polished discourses on topics of more 
or less interest. Fashionable society you may have there, but 
Christianity, pure and simple, not once in ten thousand times. 
Suppose you told the deacons of the church to sell all they had 
and give it to the poor. With what Olympian laughter the aisles 
would reverberate. Try the parson, the sisters, any part of the 
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establiBhment by any Bimilar requirement of the Christian pre- 
oeptSy and the test would in&Uiblj tell you that they were not 
the persons you thought. Either, then, those divine precepts 
haye no reality, no force, no proper application in our life, or all 
this splendour and pride are inconsistent with Christianity. 
Surely, when men have spent millions on an edifice to be proud 
of it, it is hard for them to be humble in it. Christianity is the 
name with which all these worshippers of their own pride and 
wealth and taste cover their acts; but the spirit of Christianity 
is to be sought in other places than among those who go into 
court to find who really owns and shall control the valuable 
piece of property on which they all want to worship God — New 
York Herald, May 3, 1868. 



FASHIONABLE INTELLIGENCE. 

"THE OOUBT." 

The prominent social events of the week have been the 
reception of the ladies of the Executive Mansion, on Monday 
evening, and that of General and Mrs. Grant last evening. 

The reception at the White House was not largely attended, 
but seemed to be much ei^joyed by the guests. The company 
numbered not more than a few hundreds, while it often occurs 
that there are several thousand visitors when a reception is 
announced in the name of the President. It is not easily ex- 
plained why this reception, announced in the name of the ladies 
of the President's household, should attract such a diminished 
number of visitors, especially as the entertainment is precisely 
similar, in all its features, to the Frendent*8 receptions. Mr. 
Johnson was in the Blue Room almost as soon as the guests 
began to assemble, and remained there during the evening, 
assisting his daughters in the ceremonies of the occasion. Many 
of your readers are familiar with the form observed in the in- 
troduction of guests at the White House receptions, but there 
are many more who are not acquainted with. the customs of 
such an occasion, so for the information of the latter class it 
may be mentioned that, on Monday evening, as usual, the Pre- 
sident and his daughters, Mrs. Patterson and Mrs. Stover (Mrs. 
Johnson being an invalid, and, therefore, not present), occupied 
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the Blue Room, through which the prooesaion of guests passed, 
on their way to the East Room, (hi entering the Blue Room, 
the visitor, if he be accompanied by a lady, mentions the name 
of the lady and his own name to the Marshal of the District, 
who stands near the threshold of the door, and only two or 
three paces from the President. The marshal steps forward 
with the guests, and introduces each by name to the President, 
who shakes the hand of every one so presented ; and if the 
visitor be an acquaintance of the President, a remark or two is 
often interchanged. Occajsionally a stranger essays a dialogue 
with the President, but generally the visitors adhere to the 
practice established in foreign courts, to address the ruler only 
in case he initiates a conversation. The visitor, having shaken 
hands with the President, again repeats his companion's name 
and his own to the Commissioner of Public Buildings, who is 
standing near by, and who makes the presentations by name to 
Mrs. Patterson and Mrs. Stover. These ladies generally shake 
hands with the guests, and the latter then pass into ^e East 
Room, some few (mostly personal acquaintances) passing behind 
the President and his daughters, aud remaining in the Blue 
Room witnessing the introduction of the guests. Arrived in 
the brilliant East Room, the company is soon distiibuted in 
groups throughout the splendid apartment. Then commences 
the promenade, which is kept up sdl the evening. The proces- 
sion, generally made up of couples, extends around the room, 
the nxombers constantly changing places, and continuing a lively 
conversation. Above the noise of the talking is heard the loud 
strains of the indifferent music of the Marine Band, stationed in 
an ante-room. Before midnight the throng has dispersed. 

The President, usually vety courteous and smiling during the 
receptions, wore an expression of severity on Monday evening, 
which seemed incapable of relaxation. The ladies, on the con- 
trary, were cheerful, and entertained with their customary ease 
and dignity. Mrs. Patterson wore a white silk dress, striped 
with black; sash of the same material, edged with white fringe; 
hair dressed with a white japonica. Mrs. Stover wore a black 
Lyons velvet dress, cut low in the neck ; lace spencer ; hair 
ornamented with a white japonica ; pearl and jet jewellety. 
General and Mrs. Grant were among the guests. Mrs. Grant 
appeared in a green silk dress, with point lace cc^Uar, and a black 
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lace shawL Secretary Seward was present, his first appearaaoe at 
an entertainment of this character since his domestic afflictions. 
The healed wounds upon his fkce haYC left his right cheek 
much disfigured, drawing it out of shape and making it appear 
larger than the other cheek. The army and nayy, and the 
foreign embassies were represented ; and conspicuous among the 
other visitors were Hon. R. S. Spofford and his wife, Harriet 
Prescott Spofford, and the Misses Smythe, of New York. 

The reception of General and Mrs. Grant, on Wednesday 
erening, was for the public generally. The labour and attention 
necessarily required in sending out cards for their receptions 
last winter, were so great that they concluded to avoid a repeti- 
tion of the trouble and errors of omission, and so they inserted 
a brief announcement in the papers that they would receive 
*' those who choose to call" on the evenings of January 15 and 
February 5. The residence of General Grant is exceedingly 
weU adapted to the holding of receptions. The visitor enters a 
spacious hall, on the left of which is a lai^ parlour, extending 
the whole depth of the house. The front room, on the right of 
the hall, is the library-room, containing the large and valuable 
collection of books presented to the General by a few citizens of 
Boston. The room in the rear of the library, generally used as 
a dining-room, was occupied by the band of the 12th Infantry. 
All of these rooms being thrown open, afforded ample space for 
promenading. In the basement, directly under, and of the 
same size as the parlour, is a room which was used last w-inter 
for dancing ; but this was not thrown open last evening. The 
General and Mrs. Grant occupied positions in the rear portion 
of the parlour, and quite near the door. The former was in full 
uniform, wearing the shoulder-straps of four stajs. Mrs. Grant 
wore a rich pink silk dr^ss, with point lace collar and black lace 
shawL Her hair was crimped, and dressed with whit.e daisies. 
Speaker Colfax, with his mother and sister, called early, and he 
held quite a long conversation with the General Mrs. Matthews 
wore a wine-coloured corded silk, trimmed with black lace and 
folds of black satin — lace coiffure and pearl jewellery. Miss 
Matthews wore a lavender silk dress, trimmed with white 
velvet. Miss Smythe, of New York city, wore a cherry silk 
dress, with an over-dress of white French muslin, trimmed with 
Cluny lace. Her sister wore a pink silk, with an over-dress of 
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white French muslin. The Secretaiy of State was there, in 
hilarious mood, held a little conversation with the General, and 
then strolled about, talking with the guests. Postmaster- 
General Randall was present with his young wife. She was 
attired in a black silk dress, covered with a white lace shawL 
Among the other guests were Generah Sheridan, Harney, Ord, 
Augur, L Thomas, Carr, Washbume, Dent, Badeau, McCook, 
Senators Cole and Corbett, Clark Mills, a few of the foreign 
ministers, and a delegation of Indian chiefia. General Sheridan 
made his appearance soon after ten o*clock. His brisk and 
jovial manners seemed to infuse increased animation through 
the company, and there was much standing on tip-toe to catch 
a glimpse of his compact little figure. 

The receptions of the wives of the members of the Cabinet, 
yesterday afternoon, were well attended, and principally by 
ladie& Mrs. McCulloch wore a rich dress of wine-coloured silk, 
with point lace collar and garnet jewellery. Mrs. Browning 
wore a dress of black silk, and a head-dress of white lace. Miss 
Browning was also attired in a black silk. Mrs. Welles wore a 
black silk dress, with point lace collar, and a coiffure of point 
lace. Mrs. Randall wore a brown silk dress, trimmed with folds 
of white satin ; point lace collar, and jewelleiy of stone cameo, 
surrounded with pearls. 

Mrs. Sprague gave her first afternoon reception last Satur- 
day. Elegance and refinement were the distinguishing features 
of the occasion. Mrs. Sprague was superbly attired in a vexy 
rich black and white brocade silk, and wore turquoise and 
diamond ornaments. Miss Chase wore a blue silk dress, with 
Pompadour waist and lace spencer. That beautiful little boy 
and million-heir, WiUie Sprague, was present, and was much 
petted by the ladies. Mrs. Sprague gave a German on Monday 
evening last. 

Children's parties have been given lately at the residences of 
General Grant and Secretary McCulloch. The children appeared 
in fancy dress and character costumes. 

Mr. Edward Thornton, the newly appointed British Minister 
to this country, is expected in Washington in a few days, having 
recently left England. His two immediate predecessors. Sir 
Frederick Bruce and Lord Lyons, were both old bachelors ; but, 
as Mr. T. is a married man, it is supposed he will entertain 
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layishlj. The salary of his office has just been raised to 30,000 
dollars in gold. — The Home Jovmal, Washington^ January 16, 
1868. 

MBS. DOBBKUS' BJSOBPTION. 

On Thursday evening Mrs. Dr. Doremus gave her first grand 
reception. The company was large and extremely fashionable, 
including much of our " first society," with a goodly represen- 
tation of foreign diplomats with their families. The costumes 
of the ladies were unusually rich and elegant, with diamonds 
and jewels that would compare favourably with those seen at 
a court reception. Mrs. Doremus received her numerous guests 
with that ease and elegance of manner which are so natural to 
her. Among the ladies present we noticed Mrs. Blodgett^ 
Mrs. Sandford (wife of our minister to Belgium), Mi*s. Jay, 
Mrs. Parkeir, Mrs. Hills, Mrs. Low, Mrs. Roosevelt^ Mrs. King, 
Mrs. Bingham, and others. There were many young ladies 
present, conspicuous among whom were the Misses Wagstaf^ 
Miss Minnie Parker, Miss Louise Thomson, and Miss Brooks. 
Owing to the fact that one or two of our most accomplished 
lady amateur singers were present, many expected a treat of 
music, but the throng was thought to be too excessive to 
permit indulging in their favourite amusement This reception 
was the first of three designed to be ^ven this season by this 
accomplished lady. 

The beautiful Miss Effie Husted was married, a few evenings 
since, to Mr. Cromwell, the wedding ceremony being performed 
at the residence of the bride's parents. Mrs. Cromwell, nle 
Husted, is the grand-daughter of the late John A. Cross, whose 
estate is variously estimated at from two to five millions of 
doUars ; one of the principal heirs is Mrs. C. The wedding 
was a grand affair, nearly four hundred of the ^liie of the city 
being present — On Wednesday evening last a large and Cushion- 
able company assembled at the Church of the Saviour, in 
Pierrepont-street, to witness the marriage of Captain Sneider 
to Miss Helen Strong. The bride and biidesmaids were elegantly 
attired, and attracted much attention. The reception, which 
took place on the same evening, at the residence of tlie bride's 
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parents, First Plaoe, was one of the finest affairs of the kind 
that have been lately given in Brooklyn. — Miss Amy Condit, 
of Montague-stredt, has issued cards for a German, to be given 
on Tuesday, the 21st inst. — The long looked for wedding of 
Miss Barber and Mr. Fred. H. Campbell was celebrated on 
Thursday, at the Church of the Pilgrims, Rev. Dr. Storrs 
officiating. It was, in eveiy respect, a very stylish afiPair. — 
The second reception of Mrs. Dr. Worster and daughters, on 
Tuesday evening of last week, at their residence, 120, Ninth- 
street, was one of the most brilliant of the season, and 
was veiy largely attended. The guests numbered nearly two 
hundred, representing the beauty and fashion of the city. 
Among those present we noticed several brides in their superb 
bridal costumes. The music (by Lander) was exquisite, the 
supper bountiful, and the whole entertainment a decided success- 
— A party, in compliment to two brides, was given on Monday 
evening of last week, by Mrs. G. , at 30, East Thirty-fifth- 
street. The Misses Sloman sang, and played on the harp and 
piano. The scientific execution and vocal performances of these 
ladies are something marvellous. Were they professional artists 
they would create an immense sensation. 



EKTERTAINHEKTS. 

On Monday evening Miss Cooper, 120, West Twenty-third- 
street, gave a large and fashionable German, led by Mr. Foley, 
of this city, who introduced the usual figurea Among the 
many beautiful young ladies present, we noticed Miss Corlies, 
the Misses Clark, and Miss Waterbury, all beautifully attired. — 
On the same evening there was a reception at Delmonico*s, No. 1, 
East Fourteenth-street, and the Misses Bradley had a pleasant 
9oir^ danaanU, — On Tuesday evening Miss Ray, Eighth-street, 
gave one of the largest parties of the season. Mrs. Stuyvesant 
gave a grand ball which was largely attended ; Mrs. Evan 
Walker, 306, Fifth Avenue, gave a large reception, Miss Emerson 
gave a German, and the " Four o'clock German '' met at Miss 
Hyde's, in Twenty- third-street. — On Wednesday evening, Miss 
Raymond gave a German ; Mrs. Tiffany a party, with the 
German, led by Mr. Dean; Miss King a toir^e dansanie; and the 
Lindsey Blues their fifteenth annual ball, at Irving Hall, which 
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waB well attended, and passed off to the satis&ction of all 
present — On Thursday evenmg, Mrs. Marcy, Madison Avenue, 
had a large dinner party ; the Misses Moore a German ; and 
Mrs. Arthur gave an entertainment of tableaux vivants, which 
were well arranged, and presented in a creditable manner. 
Some of the tableaux were strikingly beautiful, and were fre- 
quently encored, especially the scenes from the " Merry Wiyes 
of Windsor,'' and '* Faust" Miss Emily Caswell, as Marguerite^ 
in the garden scene, looked very charming. — Miss Addie 
Mangan, 551, Fifth Ayenue (Murray Hill), gave it large and 
elegant party, on Thursday evening last, in honour of the 
Misses Howell, of Philadelphia, who are on a brief visit to New 
York. These ladies received marked attention from the opposite 
sex on account of their beauty and elegant appearance, but the 
centre of attraction was the fair hostess herself, Miss Mangan 
being a beautiful blonde, who, in Europe, a few years since, was 
a great bella The company was large and fashionable, the 
music good, and the supper, in this instance, worthy of mention. 
All the delicacies of the season (and many not in season) were 
on the bill of fare, and the good things were fully appreciated 
by the guests. — ^The Deux-Temps Sociable held their fourth 
reception at the residence of Miss Bumham, West Twenty-first- 
street, on Wednesday evening last The Germsm was led by Mr. 
Blake, who introduced some new and beautiful figures. This is 
the first season of the Deux-Temps, and the sociables held have 
been among the most successful of the season. — A very brilliant 
reception was given by Mrs. John Sherwood, in Thirty-second- 
stfeet, on Saturday last One of the most beautiful women 
present was Mm Whitney, of Philadelphia. So attractive and 
superb a woman is destined to have as much influence in 
fashionable society in New York as she enjoyed in Philadelphia. 
— Mr. Hamilton gave a very elegant ball on Friday evening, at 
Delmonico's. 



MATBIHONIAL BKQAQEMBNT8. 

Mr. L. Jones is engaged to Miss Elingsland ; Mr. Halley to 
Miss Ida Rathbone ; Mr. Charles Secor to Miss Slater, of 
Boston ; Mr. Griswold to Miss Otis j Colonel Housemann to 
Miss Allen ; Mr. F. Evans to Miss Dora Townsend, daughter 
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of W. A. Townsend, publisher, of Broome-street ; Mr. Henry 
Tucker to Miss Ettie C. Wood ; Mr. Henderson to Miss McKim, 
of Baltimore ; Mr. William Riggs to Miss Julia Harris, and 
Mr. Eilbume to Miss Patterson, of Brooklyn. In Brooklyn, 
we believe the following to be officially announced : Dr. Frank 
Bush to Miss Mattie James ; Mr. Huntingdon to Miss Leonard ; 
Mr. E. S. Wheeler to Miss Jennings ; Mr. Hyde to Miss Delia 
Chapman ; and Mr. John Beatty to Miss Hetty BuU. — From 
Philadelphia we learn of the engagement of Mr. Lee L. Hyne- 
mann to Miss Grace Marks, and the betrothal of Mr. John I. 
Rowland to Miss Cassie Mayer. 

THB PURTH BALL. 

For the accommodation of subscribers to former balls, the 
committee of the Purim Association announce that a book for 
the registration of names is now open at the office of the 
secretary, Mr. A. L. Sanger, 243, Broadway, room 9. The 
seventh Purim Ball will take place at Pike's Opera House, on 
Monday evening, March 9 th. 

MIS0BLLANEOU& 

There was a grand wedding, last week, in Cincinnati The 
groom was the gallant Brevet Brigadier-General George D. 
Ruggles, Assistant Adjutant-General U. S. A., and the bride 
the pretty and accomplished daughter of Samuel S. L'Homme- 
dieu, Esq. The wedding took place at Christ Church, in the 
presence of an immense throng of relatives and friends. The 
ceremony was performed by the Right Rev. Bishop M'Coskrey, 
of Michigan, assisted by the Rev. Mr. Snively. — A grand 
wedding takes place at the Broadway Tabernacle on the 30th 
inst The groom is Mr. Robert J. Clyde (of the firm of Clyde 
and Black, Broadway), and the bride Miss Julia M. Loper, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Loper, of East Thirty-fifth- 
street. There are to be three bridesmaids ; six hundred invi- 
tations have been issued, and the parents of the bride give a 
grand reception in the evening at their residence. — In answer 
to a query, "What is the significance of turning down the 
comer of a card ? ** we reply, that whenever this is done, it im- 
plies that the person calling desires to see two persons. — Dickens 
was a guest of Mr. Geo. W. Child during his stay in Philadel- 
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phia. Mr. Child is one of the most publie-spirited men in the 
Quaker dty, and his company is oourted by the best sooiety 
there. — New York Rome Journal^ Jan,, 1868. 



LICENCE OF THE PRESS. 

About the most atrocious piece of political engineeiing that 
we have seen is Horace Greely's officious and pompous an- 
nouncement, in double-leaded lines, in the OMJburUy that General 
Grant deems Johnson^ a conviction on the impeachment necessary for 
the peace of the country. 

What a i*eckless and infamous old scoundrel Horace has be- 
come, when he would resort to such a trick as this to influence 
the result of a judicial trial 

What bearing has the opinion of a drunken stupid fellow like 
Grant as to what is necessary for the peace of the country, upon 
the question of the guilt or innocence of Johnson ? 

What a desperate case it must be which requires the authority 
of the General of the army to secure a conviction. And he at 
the same time plotting to use the military power to secure to 
himself the succession. — La Crosse Democrat. 



At St Paul's Episcopal church, at Fond du Lao, Wisconsin, on 
Easter day, a collection of 4004 dollars was taken up. The 
parish connected with this church is one of the best anywhere, 
and the parishioners, although not distinguished for their great 
wealth, are noted for their liberality. They have recently 
finished the finest Protestant church edifice in the West, and 
now propose building a fine parish school Rev. Mr. Beers is 
rector of this chm-ch, and is uniyersally beloyed and respected. 
— La Crosse Democrat. 



WHO KILLED LINCOLN? 

To the Editor of the La Crosse Democrat. 

Occasionally I discover a copy of your straight-forward paper 
down in this hot-bed of Radicalism, and whenever one appears 
it generally creates a smoke among the elements which con- 
stitute the " Qod-and-morality" party. 

Just imagine for a moment, a group of 'Moil" citizens 
gathered on a comer, listening to one or their party reading 
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an eztraot from an editorial in the Ld Crone Democrat : ** When 
J. Wilkes Booth took the life of A. lincohi, he done what was 
just and right I " 

" What do yon think of that, gentlemen 1 " 

A yoice from one side — ''The paper don't say any such 
thing.*' 

" It oertfdnly does, I will read it again — ' When Abraham 
Lincoln was insulting the nation with foul jokes, Provideuce 
cut short his career, by striking him down without a moment's 
warning.' *' 

Some voice outside produces a Chicago TriKmney and reads 
an article charging Providence with the murder of Abraham 
Lincoln. 

By that time the &ct is discovered that this outsider is a 
** Copperhead," and the horrid grins to be seen on the feu^es of 
these modem saints, would be enough to arouse a legion of 
imps to a general jubilee. But if they ever spring their nets 
over a catch of these infernal descendants of Puiitauism, they 
will regret it, for the managers of the biimstone regions would 
soon find themselves superseded, and the old fellow arraigned 
for impeachment Is there any probability that the people of 
this country will ever pause long enough to consider the rapid 
strides they are making towards a general ruin, or will they 
rush blindly on the course marked out by a party that leaves 
nothing in the rear but death and destruction, plunder and 
devastation, confiscation and a general scene of mourning, 
whose track of desolation is as visible through the history of 
modem nations as the track of a tornado through a wilderness. 
The people who kill " Copperheads " at long range are taking 
your life daily. Header. 

Princeton^ III,, April 9, 1868. 



The Mobile Tribune tells a good story of a dramatic (?) per- 
formance that came off in Tennessee, which was intended to 
represent the killing of the " L. L." It appears to have been a 
negro show entirely. Booth was represented by a huge thick- 
lipped black and greasy negro, and Lincoln by another equally 
so. The house was crowded with persons of all colours and 
sexes. At last the curtain raised, and " Booth " drew a revolver 
and fired. " LincoL?' waked up suddenly from a half-sleepy, 
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half-sanotimoniouB look, upon seeing the splinters fly from the 
floor about ten feet in front of hinL A second shot brought a 
yell of pain from " Booth " in place of " Sic Semper Tyrannis** 
for the dam fool nigger had done gone shot himself through 
the hand. The curtain dropped gracefully over this tragic 
scene, and strange to say it was not encored. 

The Mobile Register has the following significant item :— 

*' John Nicholson, coloured, of Memphis, complains through 
a card in the Ledger^ that the Radicals induced him to vote and 
electioneer for Brownlow by a promise, which they now repu- 
diate, of forty acres and four mules ; also that he was recently 
sick, and his white brethren of the Loyal League, though boimd 
to provide him medicines and a physician, did neither, but stole 
fifty dollars from his pocket'' 

That is always the way of it. The Jacobins care only for the 
vote of the negroes ; they will never receive any land, or mules, 
for voting the Radical ticket; and furthermore, if they harbour 
Radicals in their midst, they must expect to suffer from the 
thieves. 

Our radical friend of *the Jackson County, Wisconsin, Banner^ 
says : — 

'' Ben Butler is trying to prove that Grant was drunk a few 
Sundays since. He had better try to prove that Ben Butler 
is a nuisance. It won't cost him much time or trouble to do 
that" 

Tut-tut Didn't you know the spoon thief and the National 
mule had kissed and made up ) By the way, Watrousi, you 
never answered that little question asked you the other day : 
'' How many stars are there on the flag you fought under % " 
Is it too hard, or are you afraid of conflicting with your party 
Moguls? 

The Atchison, Kansas, Patriot^ has the following very pointed 
reference to Mister Useless Grant : — 

'' General Grant's popularity don't seem to help the waning 
fortunes of the Radical conspirators to any great extent In 
New Hampshire and Connecticut we have signal inctances of 
what his '' popularity " amounts to. In the former State the 
load of this tobacco-whisky-hero reduced the Radical majority 
nearly a thousand votes, and in the latter the Democratic gain 
amounts to about the same figure. ' Raw for Grant' " 
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And H. Greeley sajs that if Grant's name doesn't prove more 
popular than it has thus far, he is authorized to withdraw it 
from the other States entirely — or words to that effect Poor 
Grant ! whisky and Jacobinism will kill even an ass. 

The Spirit of Jefenon, Charlestown, Y ii^ginia, speaks out as 
follows ; — 

" Losing sight of its mission as the great pioneer in the work 
of reformation and redemption, the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of this country has become a political machine through which 
Radicalism receives its warmest support^ and from which Jaco- 
binism derives its greatest strength. Forgetting the teaching 
of the Divine Master who proclaimed that ' My kingdom is not 
of this world/ the representatives of this Church avail them- 
selves of every opportimity — and not unfrequently they make 
the opportunity — to give expression to their devotion to the 
Kadical party, and to throw the weight of their mighty influ- 
ence in behalf of oppression and despotism. Inflated with 
wealth, and intoxicated with its numerical strength in the 
North and West, it is now reaching out its strong arms to get 
possession of the govenmient, the better to enable it to carry 
out its schemes of plunder and aggrandizement" 

These are facts. A considerable of the responsibility of the 
present condition of the country is owing to Bible-banging 
traitors, and yet we are pronounced rough and blasphemous 
when we denounce them as they deserva We can have no 
respect for a vile Jacobin scoundrel, be he in a pulpit or a 
penitentiary. 

The Reading, Pennsylvania, Daily Eagle is a sharp little 
Democratic paper, and gets off the following at one of its 
black neighbours : — 

<' The Dispatch man says we stole ' that shirt ' from a nigger 
wench in the Pottsville lock-up. As our neighbour claims the 
shirt as his property, we would like to know how the wench 
got it Is she a particular friend of his 1 " 

Most any good loyal man can tell the modiu operandi — Thad. 
Stevens, for instance. 

Speaking of Michigan's drunken senator, Chandler, the 
Detroit Union says : — 

" Since a livery after the manner of Johnny Bull is incom- 
plete without a coat-of-arms, we think Zach requires recon- 
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Btruotidn. A dagger crossed with a bottle of whisky over a 
liyeried darkey's neck Would be an appropriate device for this 
Eepublican senatoi^s escutcheon." 

We suggest a string of hemp about Zach's neck would be 
decidedly more appropriate, and certsdnly more satisfactory to 
the country. 

The Keokuk, Iowa, ConstUutum says : — 

" Gov. Oglesby, of lUinpis, has appointed the anniversary of 
the death of Mr. Lincoln as a day of fasting and prayer. A 
newspaper correspondent thereupon inquires if it is the intention 
of the Jacobins to canonize Mr. Lincoln as a saint." 

We should think not, as that would be degrading the old 
cuss, he having already been blasphemously set up as Saviour 
number two. 

The Mobile IVUmne has the following : — 

^ * Brick ' Pomeroy was imanimously nominated Mayor of 
La Crosse, Wisconsin. He, however, was compelled to decline, 
on account of his onerous duties as editor of the Democrat** 

We don't see this item in any of those so-called Democratic 
papers, however, that have time and again stated that the La 
Crosse Democrat was not endorsed by the Democracy at home. 
Now is the time to correct those false assertions. Mr. Pomeroy 
was endorsed by a imanimous nomination, and after such 
endorsement the Democracy carried the city by its usual 
majorities. 

Here we shall have to leave our friends imtil another week. 



THB MONOBBLS OF THB SOUTH. 

To the Editor of the La Crosse Democrat 

The mass of the mongi*els of the South make a great hue 
and cry about their loyalty, and tell of the terrible and inhuman 
manner they have been and still are treated by the '' rebels and 
traitors," because they perilled their lives and fortunes for their 
country — ^their country forsooth — ^were driven from their homes, 
plundered and stripped on account of their love to the Union, 
and of a thousand and one other hardships and grievances they 
suffered for their loyalty to the stars and stripes — not for the 
Constitution, for they blow nothing about it, and don't care a 
fig for it. 
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Petition after petition has gone to Congress, with doleful 
details of oppression and plunder, and praying for relief — for the 
offices. Mongrel papers, North and South, have teemed with 
and 'gloated over the infamous lie ; paid and unpaid corre- 
spondents have endeavoured to outdo each other in publishing 
the slanderous lie, and Northern people have lent a willing ear 
and sickened with puritanical horror at the recital of the woes 
"loil" men have suffered in the South at the hands of Southeiii 
monsters. In the name of the whole South I repel the charge 
as false, and declare, though it may appear egotistical, that the 
people of the South are as humane, chivalrous, and brave as any 
people under the sun. The brave never oppress. Let me tell 
your readers, let me tell the Northern people, the sort of men 
the mass of the mongrels at the South were before the war. As 
a general thing they were the very lowest dregs of society, 
thriftless, indolent, and worthless, with no property, and too 
indolent to make any, and extremely envious against their 
neighbours who worked and made property. Others were 
harpies — disappointed office-seekers, who for want of moral 
character and qualifications could not obtain the offices they 
coveted. 

And it was not love for the North, nor veneration for the 
Constitution, for the majority of them had never seen it, and 
did not know what it was. Then why did they go North ? To 
keep out of the army. 

Yes, but many of them entered the Federal army — true — 
not from choice, but per force. Thousands of men, North and 
South, know this to be true. Many joined from necessity, 
some to prove their loyalty — which by some was doubted — 
whilst a large majority of them never went into the army. And 
what tales they told, how the "rebels" had driven them from 
their homes and stolen all their property, when in nine cases out 
of ten, those who talk so much, so loud, and so bitter about the 
loss of their property had none, or but little, to lose, and to hear 
them talk you would suppose they were rich before the war. I 
am now speaking of the mass, for there are some men at the 
South — ^men of property and men of intelligence, who from con- 
viction were Union men, and went North during the rebellion. 
They were the exception — not the rule. That a majority of 
them ai*e such men as 1 have represented is '' known of all men,'* 
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and more, they are a ourse to any country they are in, for a 
great many of them have a penchant for appropriating other 
men's property to their own use, and come back since the war 
with more property than they ever had before. Poor fellows 1 
How they whine over their fabulous and imaginary losses^ 
reduced to poyerty by the ''thieving rebels,*' and desire and piuy 
(if such lying wretches can pray) for the confiscation of the 
''rebers" property and indemnification for their immense losses. 
All the property that was in the South before the war— both 
real and personal — would not be sufficient to indemnify these 
«loil" men for their losses, according to their estimated losses. 
This is a brief outline of the domestic '' loil " men. Then we 
have a goodly number of the imported '' carpet-bag" men, from 
the North, many of them fugitives from justice. All have an 
intensified hatred of the '' rebels," are supremely '' loil " and 
extremely desirous of holding office — a thing they could not 
get where they came from, on account of their polluted moral 
character aud want of qualification. Such are the men, with 
the brutish and ignorant negro, to hold tlie offices, sit on our 
juries, and make our laws, and administer injustice, oppression, 
and wrong. How long will it take such a set of jail-birds, 
refugees from justice, and ignoramuses, without morals or con- 
science, with the poor, deluded negro, to devastate, ruin, and 
Africanize the South ? What a frightful future, like a yawning 
gul^ opens before us. A Whitb Man. 

March 31, 1868. 



THB VEILED PROPHET OF KHOBASSAN. 

" The Lincoln Monument — ^The monument to the memory of 
the late President Abraham Lincoln, erected by the citizens of 
Washington, is being made ready for the dedication on Wednes- 
day next, and on Saturday the shaft, which is over eighteen feet 
in height, was safely set in place, and to-morrow the statue, which 
is receiving the finishing touches at the hands of the artist and 
designer, Mr. Lot Flannery, will be set in place, but will remain 
veiled until the dedication." — Washington Star ^ April 13. 

There is a resemblance between the '' Late Lamented '' and 
the Veiled Prophet, if not in courage and magnificence of 
BurroimdingSy at least in aspect ; and the detestable, crooked. 
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cruel policy which has hrought the country to its present 
condition. 

We would suggest, therefore, when the veil is lifted from 
Abe's sainted features, the following inscription uttered by his 
prototype be at once carved upon the marble : — 

" Here — judge if Hell with all its power to damn, 

Can add one curse to the foul thing I am." 
** The veil is raised — Truth turns slowly round, 

Look'd at him— shrieked — and sunk upon the ground." 

The orator of the occasion ought to be greatly obliged to us 
for suggesting an appropriate address — ^the more appropriate 
because it was the funeral oration on the Veiled Prophet 
delivered by himself. Our readers wiU at once see how 
admirably adapted it is to the modem Mokanna — many a 
regenerated Badical, and War Democrat, will appreciate the 
revelation from the '' Sainted." 

" Ye would be dupes and victims, and ye are. 
Is it enough T or must I, while a thrill 
lives in your sapient bosom, cheat you still T 
Swear that the burning death ye feel within. 
Is but the trance with which heaven's joys begin ; 
That this foul visage, foul as e'er disgraced 
Ev'n monstrous man, is— after God's own taste. 
You've been my dupes, and shall be ev'n in death. 
As this marble shall attest beyond your latest breath." 

We refer the curious and inquiring reader to Moore^s '' Lalla 
Rookh," where a full history of the Arch Impostor will be 
found in the story of the " Veiled Prophet of Khorassan.'* — La 
Crosse Democrat, 



G£MS. 

They had no Easter in Chicago this year. — They had a noi'- 
Easter, however I 

Anna Dickinson wants woman's field of labour enlarged. 
Well, let her get married then. 

The Springfield, 111., barbers are prohibited shaving on 
Sundays ; the sharpers still do it, however. 

Topeka, Kansas, is ahead. One hundred women went to the 
polls there, and voted, on last election day. 
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Stewart itill hangs to Grant, but he is also experienomg dull 
times^ and has discharged a number of clerks. 

The steamer Magnolia which recently exploded, was the 
scene of many high old drunks by Grant in 1863. 

An item says, '' all the French dailies publish stories." So 
do the American Jacobin dailies — and whoppers, too. 

A. T. Stewart asserts that he is still for Grant Well, Grant 
needs all the " stills " Stewart can furnish. 

The reason for Governor English's election in Connecticut is 
very plain. He was supported by all but Jewell-«r» / 

When Johnson was " swinging around the circle '* he says he 
did not drink, while Grant was continually drunk 1 

The Chicago Tribune wants Yates to resign, so Medill of that 
paper can have his place. Yates had better stay in. 

Butler and Grant made up because the latter must use 
spoons with his toddy, and the Beast had all there was. 

It is said the Grant dubs of Connecticut are wonderfully 
demoralized, and hardly any Grant men are visible in the 
State. 

We are indebted to a young friend, C. 0. Powning, engaged 
in the California State Senate, for valuable documents. 

Brownlow is going to the Chicago Convention. He will 
there get an insight into the hell he will ultiiiiately go to. 

The base ball season is approaching, and it wiU be quite in 
order for antiquated grannies to have their annual say about it 

It is said Beast Butler's gi*eat penchant for silver is one 
thing which operates against the resumption of specie pay- 
ments. 

The Grant dubs of the country are now called " sappy dubs." 
Undoubtedly because they are short and sweet affairs. 

Beast Butler wants to kill off the President, so that he may 
have a chance to steal the silver trimmings on his coffin 1 

There are a greater number of excellent original ideas in the 
Mobile Tribune than any other paper coming to our table. 

Jacobin papers are constantly talking about Grant's popu- 
larity, but they are careful not to bring in Connecticut as 
evidence. 

It appears as if nigger suffrage had moi*e lives than 
a cat It has been killed a dozen times in different places 
already. 
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'' White Bojs in Blue '* are organising as an opposition to 
the G. A. R., while the Eu-klux will attend to the Lie-all 
League. 

It is a pleasant thing for the Chicago Post to abuse us on 
one page, and steal good things from us to enliven its other 
pages. 

Kansas is still " bleeding," and it looks as if its nigger blood 
would soon give out, and a regenerated Democratic State 
rise up 1 

It is rumoured that Dr. Bayne, the Virginia nigger, called on 
Grant, the American ass, and that Bayne got kicked— out 
doors ! 

A painting is to be made of the closing scene of the impeach- 
ment We hope Yates will not be without his Jdoze when it is 
sketched. 

It is thought the Radical vote will be greatly reduced before 
fall if the police of the coimtry do their duty in killing curs, 
this summer. 

An Iowa editor wants to let a man marry as many wives as 
he desires. That would be bad for editors' wives. How would 
they live 1 

A new Democratic daily paper has just made its appearance 
from Helena, Montana-~called the Gtjoette, It is neat, sharp, 
and sprightly. 

We understand there is a proposition to have a United States 
vice-president for each State, so as to give all the ambitious 
Jacobins a chance. 

Anthony Trollope is coming to America. — Dickens has just 
finished his snobbing tour, and now we are to be Trolloped. 
Deliver us I 

Anna Dickinson's voice failed. That will be good news for 
the Radicals of La Crosse, who were so riled by the '' sweet 
creature " last winter. 

A gentleman whose head is '^ silvered o'er," declined to go 
into the House the other day when Butler was there, for fear of 
getting scalped. 

The Democrats of Springfield, Illinois, are building a monu- 
ment to the busted martyr Abe. They have already got three 
hundred majority. 

General Hancock is said to be the lion at Washington now. 
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undoubtedly because he occupies the lair recentlj used by the 
British minister, Lyons. 

A Michigan Jacobin says '' the La Crosse Democrat is doing 
good Republican work in the State." Wonder if you haye 
read the election returns ? 

The Nashville Gazette says Brick Pomeroy is about to start a 
Norwegian paper, and adds, *' Lord help the Bads when he gets 
to cussin' in NorwegvarC* 

Carl Schurz smelt '* victoiy in the air" hefcre the Connecticut 
election. He was only snufi&ng the Jacobin stink that arises 
from dirty Schurz I 

America would make a nice thing by inducing the English to 
keep George Francis Train in prison for life, and consider the 
Alabama claims settled 

Li the nutmeg State the Democrats have the Governor, and 
the Jacobins the legislature. — Next year we hope our Demo- 
cratic friends will Gonnect-ihe-cut I 

An exchange tells of a lady at a party who fainted, and 
having her face bathed in mucilage by mistake for camphor, has 
been terribly stuck up ever since. 

The editor of " Harper* s Journal of Civilisation " is so uncivi- 
lized as not to know that Judge Curtis has been a judge of the 
United States Supreme Court 

Curses are not the only things that come home to roost. 
The Democratic roosters that have been wandering about for 
five years are finally getting back on their old perches. 

Washbume, of Indiana, declines to be a candidate for the 
Bump, and ''regrets he could not have done more for his 
country.'* — La Crosse Democrat, 
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A SPBOIMBIir OP A BILL OP PARE. 



TBEMONT HOUSE, CHICAGO. 



BngUah Breakfast Tea, 



Mutton Chope, Plain, 
Beef Steak, Plain, 
Duffleld's Breakfast Baoon, 
Beef Steak, with Fried 

Potatoes, 
Pork Chope, 



BREAKFAST. 
OldHyaonTea, 

BROILED. 

Yeal Cutlets, Plain, 
Veal Cutlets, Breaded, 
Beef Kidneys, 
Calfs liyer, with Fried 

Pork, 
Broiled Tripe, 

FRIED. 



Coffee, 



Chocolate. 



Mutton Chops, Breaded, 

Ham, 

Calfs Liver, Plain, 

Beef Steak, with Onions, 

Pig's Feet. 



Country Sausage, 
Calfs Liver, 

Boiled Rioe, 



Country Sausage Balls, Cracked Wheats 
Fried Tripe, Ham and %gs. 

Hashed Meai^ 
Boiled Hominy. 



Fried Hominy, 
Kidneys. 

Stowed Kidneys, 



BroQed Salt Mackerel, 



Boiled Eggs, 
Fried Eggs, 



FISH. 
Codfish Balls, 

EGGS. 

Scrambled Eggs, 
Omeletto, Plain, 



Scrambled Eggs, with Ham. 

COLD MEATS. 



Cold Roast Beef, 
Cold Boiled Hazn, 

Stewed, 



F^mich Bolls, 
Com Bread, 
Plain Bread, 



Broiled Whlto Fish, Plain. 



SherredEggs, 

Omeletto, wilh Sugar Rum, 

Poached E^ggs, on Toast 



Cold Boiled Tongue, 
Cold Corned Beef. 



POTATOES. 
Fried, h la Rounaise, 

BREAD, na 
Graham Bread, 



Fried, Plain, 



Boiled. 



Boston Brown Bread Toast^ 
Buckwheat Cakes, 



Brown Bread, 
Hard Crackers, 
Stale Bread, 
Cracked Wheat, 



Dry and Dipped Toast, 
Whlto Rolls, 
Buttered Toast, 
Indian Cakes, 
Loaf Sugar Syrup. 



HOURS OP MEALS. 

Bksakfast from 6 to 11 a.il DutvKBL from 1 to 4 p.m. DnrnvR from 5 to 6 p.m. 
TsA flrom 6 to 9 p m. Suppsb from 9 to 12 p.m. 

SUNDAYS.— Dinner from 1^ until 8 p m.. and from 4 to 5 p.m. 

CHILDREN AND NURSES.— Breakfast from 7 to 9 a.m. Dinner 124. Tea « p.m. 

All Meals, Lunches, and Fruito, sent to Rooms, will be chaiged extra. 
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INEBRIATE ASYLUMS, AND A .VISIT TO ONE. 

Thbbe are two kinds of drunkards — ^the Regular and the 
OccasionaL Of . each of these two classes there are several 
varietieSy and, indeed, there are no two cases precisely alike ; 
but eyeiy drunkard in the world is either a person who has lost 
the power to refrain from drinking a certain large quantity of 
alcoholic liquor every day, or he is one who has lost the power 
to refruin from drinking an uncertain enormous quantity now 
and then. 

Few get drunk habitually who can refrain. If they could 
refrain, they wonld ; for to no creatures is drunkenness so loath- 
some and temperance so engaging, as to seven-tenths of the 
drunkards. There are a few very coarse men, of heavy, stolid, 
animal organization, who almost seem formed by nature to 
absorb alcohol, and in whom there is not enough of manhood to 
be ashamed of its degradation. These Dr. Albert Day, the 
superintendent of the New York State Inebriate Asylum, some - 
times called Natural Drunkards. They like strong drink for 
its own sake ; they have a kind of sulky enjojrment of its mud- 
dling effect upon such brains as they happen to have ; and when 
once the habit is fixed, nothing can deliver them except stone 
walls and iron bars. There are also a few drunkards of very 
light calibre, trifling persons, incapable of serious reflection or 
of a serious purpose, their very terrors being trivial and transi- 
tory, who do not care for the ruin in which they are involved. 
Generally speaking, however, drunkards hate the servitude into 
which they have had the misfortune to fall ; they long to escape 
from it, have often tried to escape, and if they have given up, 
it is only after having so many times slidden back into the 
abyss, that they feel it would be of no use to climb again. As 
Mrs. H. R Stowe remarks, with that excellent charity of hers, 
which is but another name for refined justice : '' Many a 
drunkard has expended more virttie %n vain endeavours to break 
JUb chain than suffices to cany an ordinary Christian to heaven." 

The daily life of one of the steady drunkards is like this : 
upon getting up in the morning, after a heavy, restless, 
drunkard's sleep, he is miserable beyond expression, and almost 
helpless. In very bad cases, he wiU see double, and his hands 
will tremble so that he cannot lift to his lips the glass for which 
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he has a deaire amounting to mania. Two or three- stiff glasses 
of spirituous liquor will restore him so far that he can control 
his muscles, and get aboiil without betraying his condition. 
After being up an hour, and drinking every ten or fifteen 
minutes, he will usually be able to eat a pretty good breakfast, 
which, with the aid of coffee, tobacco, and a comparatively small 
quantity of liquor, he will be able to digest. After breakfast, 
for some hoiirs he will generally be able to transact routine 
business, and associate with his fellows without exciting their 
pity or contempt. As dinner-time dram near, he feels the neces- 
sity of creating an appetite ; which he often accomplisliea by drink- 
ing some of those infernal compounds which are advertised on the 
eternal rocks and mountain-sides as Bitters, — a mixture of bad 
drugs with worse spirits.. These bitters do lash the toipd 
powers into a momentary, morbid fierce activity, which enables 
the victim to eat even a superabundant dinner. The fedse 
excitement subsides, but the dinner remains, and it has to be 
digested. This calls for an occasional drink for three or four 
hours, after which the system is exhausted, and the man feels 
dull and languid. He is exhausted, but he is not tranquil ; he 
craves a continuation of the stimulant with a craving which 
human nature, so abused and perverted, never resists. By this 
time it is evening, when all the apparatus of temptation is in 
the fullest activity, and all the loose population of the town is 
abroad. He now begins his evening debauch, and keeps up a 
steady drinking until he can drink no more, when he stumbles 
home to sleep off the stupefying fumes, and awake to the horror 
and decrepitude of a drunkard's morning. 

The quantity of spirituous liquor required to keep one of these 
vmhappy men in this degrading slavery varies from a pint a day 
to two quarts. Many drunkards consume a quart of whiskey every 
day for years. The regular allowance of one gentleman of the 
highest position, both social and official, who made his way to the 
Inebriate Asylum, had been tu>o quarts of brandy a day for about 
Jive years. The most remarkable known case is that of a hoary- 
headed man of education and fortune, residing in the city of 
New York, who confesses to taking "fifty diinks a day" of 
whiskey, — ten drinks to a bottle, and five bottles to a gallon. 
One gallon of liquor, he says, goes down his old throat every 
day of the year. Before he is fit to eat his breakfast in the 
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morning he has to drink twelve glasses of whiskey, or one bottle 
and one fifth. Nevertheless, even this poor man is able, for 
some hours of the morning, to transact what people of property 
and leisure oall business, and, during a part of the evening, to 
converse in such a way as to amuse persons who can look on 
and see a human being in such bondage without stopping to 
think what a tragedy it is. This Old Boy never has to be 
carried home, I believe, He is one of those most hopeless 
drunkards who never get drunk, never wallow in the gutter 
never do anything to scare or startle them into an attempt to 
reform. He is like a certain German ^'puddler" who was 
pointed out to me in a Pittsburg iron-works, who consumes 
exactly seven dollars' worth of lager-beer every seven day8,-r- 
twenty glasses a day, at five cents each. He is also like the 
men employed in the dismal work of the brewery, who are 
allowed as much beer as they can drink, and who generally do 
drink as much as they can. Such persons are always fuddled 
and stupid, but seldom drunk enough to alarm their neighbours 
or themselves. Perhaps they are the only persons in all the 
world who are in any degree justified in passing their lives in a 
state of suspended intelligence ; those of them at least whose 
duty it is to get inside of enormous, beer-barrels, and there, in 
darkness and soli]^ude, in an atmosphere reeking and heavy 
with stale ale, scrape and mop them out, before they are re- 
filled. When you see their dirty, pale faces at the "man- 
hole " of the barrel down in the rumbling bowels of the earth, 
in one of those vast caves of beer in Cincinnati, you catch 
yourself toying, " Drink, poor devils, drink 1 Soak what brains 
you have in beer ! " What can a man want with brains in a 
beer-barrel ) But, then, you think again, even these poor men 
need their brains when they get home ; and toe need that they 
should have brains on the first Tuesday in November. 

It is that going home which makes drunkenness so du'o a 
tragedy. K the drunkard could only shut himself up with a 
whiskey-barrel^ or a pipe of Madeira, and quietly guzzle himself 
to deatii, it would be a pity, but it could be borne. He never 
does this ; he goes home to make that home perdition to some 
good souls that love him, or depend upon him, and cannot 
give him up. There are men at the Asylum near Bingham- 

ton, who have admirable wives, beautiful and accomplished 

c 2 
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daughters, venerable parents, whose portraits ai*e there in the 
patient's trunks, and who write daily letters to cheer the 
absent one, whose absence now, for the first time in years, 
does not terrify them. They are the yictims of drunkenness — 
they who never taste strong drink. For their deliverance, 
this Asylum stands upon its hill justified in existing. The 
men themselves are interesting, valuable, precious, worth every 
rational effort that can be made to save them ; but it is those 
whom they have left at home anxious and desolate that have 
the first claim upon our consideration. 

With regard to these steady, regular drunkards, the point to be 
noted is this : very few of them can stop drinking while they con- 
tinue to perform their daily labour ; they absolutely depend upon 
the alcohol to rouse their torpid energies to activity. Their jaded 
constitutions will not budge without the spur. Everything 
within them gapes and hungers for the accustomed stimulant 
This is the case, even in a literal sense ; for it seems, from 
Dr. Day's dissections, that the general effect of excessive 
drinking is to enlarge the globules of which the brain, the 
blood, the liver, and other organs are composed, so that those 
globules, as it were, stand open-mouthed, empty, athirst, in- 
flamed, and most eager to be filled. A man whose every oigan 
is thus diseased cannot usually take the first step toward cure 
without ceasing for a while to make any other demands upon 
himself. This is the great fact of his condition. If he is a 
true dnmkard, i,e, if he has lost the power to do his work 
without excessive alcoholic stimulation, then there is no cure 
possible for him without rest. Here we have the simple ex- 
planation of Mrs. Stowe's fine remai*k just quoted. This is 
why so many thousand wives spend their days in torment 
between hope and despair, — hope kindled by the husband's 
efforts to regain possession of himself, and despair caused by 
his repeated, his inevitable relapses. The unfortunate man 
tries to do two things at once, the easiest of which is as much 
as he can accomplish ; while the hardest is a task which, even 
with the advantage of perfect rest, few can perform without 
assistance. 

The Occasional Drunkard is a man who is a teetotaler for 
a week, two weeks, a month, three months, six months, and 
who, at the end of his period, is tempted to drink one glass of 
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alooholio liquor. That one glass has upon him two effects ; it 
rouses the slumbering demon of Desire, and it perverts his 
moral judgment All at once his honour and good name, the 
happiness and dignity of his family, his suooess in business, 
all that he held dearest a moment before, seem small to him, 
and he thinks he has been a fool of late to conoem himself so 
much about them. Or else he thinks he can drink without 
being found out, and without its doing him the harm it did 
the last time. Whatever may be the particular delusion that 
seizes him, the effect is the same ; he drinks, and drinks, and 
drinks, keeping it up sometimes for ten days, or even for 
several weeks, imtil the long debauch ends in utter exhaustion 
or in delirium tremens. He is then compelled to submit to 
treatment ; he must needs go to the Inebriate Asylum of his 
own bedroom. There, whether he raves or droops, he is the 
most miserable wretch on earth; for, besides the bodily 
tortures which he suffers, he has to endure the most desolating 
pang that a decent human being ever knows, — ^the loss of his 
self-respect He abhors himself and is ashamed ; he remembers 
past relapses and despairs; he cannot look his own children 
in the face ; he wishes he had never been bom, or had died 
in the cursed hour, vividly remembered, when this appetite 
mastered him first. As his health is restored, his hopes revive ; 
he renews his resolution and he resumes his ordinary routine, 
subdued, distrustful of himself, and on the watch against 
temptation. Why he again relapses he can liardly telly huA h^ 
always does. Sometimes a snarl in business perplexes him, and 
he drinks for elucidation. Sometimes melancholy oppresses him, 
and he drinks to dnve dull care away. Sometimes good fortune 
overtakes him, or an enchanting day in June or October attunes 
his luart to joy, and lie is taken captive by the strong delusion that 
now is the time to drink and be glad. Often it is lovely woman 

m 

who offers the wine, and offers it in such a unzy tJiat he thinks Ive 
cannot refuse without incivility or confession. From conversation 
with the inmates of the Inebriate Asylum, I am confident that Mr, 
Greeley^ s assertion with regard to the wine given at the communion 
is correct. That sip might be enough to awaken the desire. The 
mere odour of tlve wine filing the churdh might be too much for 
some men. 

There appears to be a physical cause for this extreme sus- 



390 APPENDIX. 

oeptibilitj. Dr. Day has oxloe had the op|)6rtunit7 to 6zaiziine 
the brain of a man who, alt^r having been a drunkard, reformed, 
and, lived for sbme years a teetotaler. He found, to his sur- 
prise, that the globules of the brain had not shrunk to their 
natural isdze. They did not exhibit the inflammation of the 
drunkard's brain, but they were still enlarged, and seemed 
ready on the instant to absorb the fumes of alcohol, and re- 
sume their former condition. He thought he saw in this 
morbid state of the brain the physical part of the reason why 
a mail who has once been a dnmkard can never again, as long 
as he lives, safely take one drop of any alcoholic liquor. He 
thought he saw why a glass of wine puts the man back in- 
stantly to where he was when he drank all the tima He saw 
the citadel free &om the enemy, swept and dean, but unde- 
fended, incapable of defence, and its doors opened wide to the 
enemy's return ; so that there was no safety, except in keeping 
the fbe at a distance, away beyond the outermost waU. 

There are many varieties of these occasional drunkards, and, 
as a class, they are perhaps the hardest to cure. Edgar Poe 
was one of them ; half a glass of wine woidd set him off upon 
a wild, reckless debauch, that would last for days. All such 
persons as artists, writers, and actors, used to be particularly 
subject to this malady, before they had any recognised place 
in the world, or any acknowledged right to exist at alL Men 
whbse labours are intense, but irregulai*, whose gains are small 
and imcertain, who would gladly be gentlemen, but are com- 
pelled to content themselves with being loafers, are in special 
danger ; and so are men whose toil is extremely monotonous. 
Printers, especially those who work at night upon newspapers 
are, perhaps of all men the most liable to fall under the 
dominion of drink. Some of them have persuaded themselves 
that they rest under a kind of necessity to " go on a tear " now 
and then, as a relief from such grinding work as theirs. On 
the contrary, one "tear" creates the temptation to another 
for the man goes back to his work weak, depressed, and irri- 
table ; the monotony of his labour is aggravated by the in- 
correctness with which he does it, and the longing to break 
loose and renew the oblivion of drink strengthens rapidly, until 
it masters him once more. 

Of these periodical drankards it is as true as it is of their 
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regular brethren, that they cannot conquer the habit without 
being relieved for a while of their daily labour. This malady 
is so frequent among us, that hardly an indiyidual will cast 
his eyes over these pages who cannot call to mind at least one 
person who has struggled with it for many years, and struggled 
in vaia They attempt too much. Their periodical "«pre«," 
" benders,** or " tears,** are a connected series, each a cause and 
an efect, an heir and a progenitor. After each debauch, the 
man returns to his routine in just the state of health, in just 
the state of mind, to be irritated, disgusted, and exhausted by 
that routine; and, at every moment of weakness, there is 
always present the temptation to seek the deadly respite of 
alcohoL The moment arrives when the desire becomes too 
strong for him, and the victim yields to it by a law as sure, as 
irresistible, as that which makes the apple seek the earth's 
centre when it is disengaged from the tree. 

It is amazing to see how helpless men can be against siich 
a habit, while itiej are compelled to continue their daily round 
of duties. Not ignorant men only, nor bad men, nor weak 
men, but men of good understanding, of rare gifts, of the 
loftiest aspirations, of characters' the most amiable, engaging, 
and estimable, and of will suf&cient for every purpose but this. 
They know the ruin that awaits them, or in which they are 
already involved, better than we other sinners know it ; they 
hate ^eir bondage worse than the most uncharitable of their 
friends can despise it ; they look with unutterable envy upon 
those who still have dominion over themselves; many, very 
many of them would give all they have for deliverance ; and 
yet self-deliverance is impossible. There are men among them 
who have been trying for thirty years to abstain, and still they 
drink. Some of them have succeeded in lengthening the sober 
interval, and they will live with strictest correctness for six 
months or more, and then, taking that first fatal glass, will 
immediately lose their self-control, and drink furiously for days 
and nights ; drink until they are obliged to use drunken artifice 
to get the liquid into their mouths, — their hands refusing their 
o£&ce. Whether they take a large quantity of liquor every day, 
or an immense quantity periodically, makes no great difference, 
the disease is essenticdly the same ; the difficulties in the way 
of cure are the same ; the remedial measures must be the same. 
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A dnmkardy in short, is a person so diseased by alcohol, that 
he cannot get through his work without keeping his system 
saturated with it, or without such weariness and irritation as 
furnish irresistible temptation to a debauch. He is, in other 
words, a fallen brother, who cannot get upon his feet without 
help, and who can generally get upon his feet with help. 

Upon this truth Inebriate Asylums are founded ; their object 
being to afford the help needed. There are now four such 
institutions in the United States : one in Boston, opened in 
1857, called the Wasbingtonian Home; one in Media, near 
Philadelphia, opened in 1867, called the Sanitarium; one at 
Chicago, opened in 1868; and one at Binghamton, New 
York, called the New York Inebriate Asylum. The one last 
named was founded in 1858, if the laying of the comer-stone 
with grand ceremonial can be called founding* it; and it 
has been opened some years for the reception of patients; 
•but it had no real existence as an asylum for the cure of in- 
ebriates until the year 1867, when the present superintendent, 
Dr. Albert Day, assumed control 

The history of the institution previous to that time ought to 
be related fully for the warning of a pre-occupied and sub- 
scribing public, but space cannot be afforded for it here. The 
substance of it, as deyeloped in sundry reports of trials and 
pamphlets of testimony, is this : Fifteen or twenty years ago^ an 
English adventurer living in the city of New York, calling himself 
a doctor, and professing to treat unnameahle diseases, thought he 
saw in this notion of an Inebriate Asylum {then much spoken of) 
a chance for feathering his nest He entered upon the enterprise 
without delay, and he displayed a good deal of nervous energy in 
getting the charter, collecting money, and erecting the building. 
The people of Binghamton, misled by his representations, gave a 
farm of two hundred and fifty-two acres for the future inmates to 
cultivate, which was two hundred acres too much; and to this 
tract farms still more superfltums liave been added, until the 
Asylum estate contains more than five hundred acres. An edifice 
was begun on the scale of an imperial palace, which will have cost, 
by the time it is finished and furnished, a million dollars. The 
restless man pervaded the State raising money, and creating public 
opinion in favour of the institution. For several years he was 
regarded as one of the great originating philanthropists of the 
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age ; and this the more because he always gave out that he toas 
labouring in the cause from pure love of the inebriate^ and received 
no compensation, 

JBtU the time came when his real object and true character were 
revealed. In 1 864 he carried his disinterestedness so far as to offer 
to give to the instUutiony as part of its permanent fundy the entire 
amount to which he said he was entitled for serinces rendered and 
expenses incurred. This amount was two hundred and thirty-two 
thousand dollars^ which would certainly Jiave been a handsome gift^ 
When he was asked for the items of his account^ he said he had 
charged for eighteen yeari services in founding the institution, at 
thirty-Jlve hundred dollars a year, and tJie rest was travelling- 
expenses, clerk hire, and salaries paid to agents, Tlie trustees 
were pualed to know how a man who, at the beginning of the 
enterprise, had no visible property, could have expended so much 
out of his private resources, while exercising an unretnunerated 
employment. Leaving that conundrum unsolved, tliey were able 
at length to conjecture the object of the donation. One of the arti- 
cles of the charter provided that any person giving ten dollars to 
the institution should be a stockholder, and entitled to a vote at the 
election of trustees. Every gift of ten dollars was a vote I If, 
therefore, this astounding daim had been allowed, and the gift 
accepted, the audacious villain would have been constituted oumer 
of four-fifths of the governing stock, and the absolute controller 
of the entire property of the institution t It was a bold game, 
and the strangest part of the story is, that it came near succeeding. 
It required the most arduous exertions of a public-spirited board of 
trustees, hauled by Dr. WiUard Parker, to oust the man who, even 
after the discovery of his scheme, played his few last cards so well 
that he had to be bougJU off by a considerable sum cash doum. An 
incident of the disastrous reign of this individual was the burning 
of <me of the wings of the building, after he had had it well 
insured. The insurance was paid him (81,000 dollars); and 
there was a trial for arson, — a crim^ which is easy to commit, and 
hard to prove. JBinghamton convicted the prisoner, but the jury 
was obliged to €Uiquit him. The man and his confederates must 
have carried off an enormous booty. The local trustees say, in 
their Report for 1867 :— 

" Less than two years ago the Asylum receiyed about 81,000 
dollars from insuranoe companies for damage done by fire to 
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the north wing. About 20,000 dollars have since been received 
from the oounties; making from these two sources about 
100,000 dollars; and although the buildings and grounds 
remain in the same imfinished state as when the fire occurred, 
except a small amount of work done in one or two wards in 
the south wing, the 100,000 dollars have nearly disappeared. 
.... Aside from the payment of interest and insurance, this 

money has been expended by Dr. , and in just such ways 

as he thought proper to use it 

*^ It may well be asked why this is so ? The answer is, that 

Dr. assumes and exercises supreme control, and allows no 

interference, at least on the part of the resident trustees. .... 
* '' His control and management of eyerything connected with 
the institution has been as absolute in fact, if not in form, as if 
he were its sole proprietor. He goes to Albany to obtidn legis- 
lation giving him extraordinary police powers, without as much 
as even informing the trustees of his intentions. When the 
iron grates for the windows of the lower ward were obtained, 
the resident trustees knew nothing of the matter, until they 
were informed that the patients were looking through barred 
windows. Everything has been done in the same way. He is not 
hnoum to have had any other official relation to the institution by 
regular appointment than that of correspmiding secretary, and yet 
he has exercised a power over its affairs which has defied all re- 
straint. He lives there with his family, without a salary, and 
without individual resources, and dispenses 1u>spitality or charity 
to his kindred with as much freedom and unreserve as if he owned 
everything, and had unlimited means at his command. In fact, 
incredible as it may seem, he claims that he is virtually the ovoner 
of the institution. And his claim might have challenged contra- 
diction had his plans succeeded,^* 

Such things may be done in a community where almost every 
one \& benevolent enough to give money towards an object that 
promises to mitigate human woe, but where scarcely any one 
has leisure to watch the expenditure of that sacred treasure ! 

The institution, after it was open, remained for two years 
under the blight of this person's control Everything he did 
was wrong. Ignorant, obstinate, passionate, fussy, and false, — 
plausible and obsequious at Albany, a violent despot at the 
Asylum, — he was, of all the people in the world, the precisely 
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worst xnan to conduct an expmment so noTol, and so abounding 
in difficxiltie& K he had a theoiy, it was that an inebriatia is 
something between a criminal and a lunatic, who is to be 
punished like the one and restrained like the other.. His real 
object seemed to be, af t^r having received payment for a patient 
six months in advance, to starve and madden him into a sudden 
departure. The veiy name chosen bj him for the institution 
proves his hopeless incompetency — " Inebriate Asylum 1" That 
name to-day is, perhaps, the greatest single obstacle to its 
growth. He began by affixing a stigma to the unfortunate men 
who had honoured themselves by making so gallant an effort at 
self-recoveiy. But let the man and his doings pass into oblivion. 
There never yet was a bad man who was not, upon the whole, 
a very stupid ass. All the genuine intelligence in the world 
resides in virtuous mind& When, therefore, I have said that this 
individual was an unprincipled adventurer, I have also said that 
he was signally incapable of conducting an institution like this. 
While we, in the State of New York, were blundering 0|i in 
this way, permitting a million dollars of public and private 
money to be lavished in the attempt to found an asylum, a few 
quiet people in Boston, aided by a small annual grant from the 
L^islature, had actually established one, and kept it going for 
nine years, during which three thousand inebriates had been 
received, and two thousand of them cured 1 The thing was 
accomplished in the simplest way. They hired the best house 
for the purpose that chanced to be vacant, fitted it up at the 
least possible expense, installed in it as superintendent an honest 
man whose heart was in the business, and opened its doors for 
the reception of patients. By-and-by, when they had results to 
show, they asked the Legislature for a little help, which was 
granted, and has been renewed from year to year ever since. 
The sum voted has never exceeded five thousand dollars in any 
year, and there are three men in Boston at this moment re- 
claimed from drunkenness by the Washingtonian Home who 
pay taxes enough to support it. 

In an enterprise for the management of which no precedents 
exists : everything^ of course depends upon the chief When 
you have got the right man at the head you have got every- 
thing, and until you have got the right man there you have 
got nothing. Albert Day, the superintendent for nine years of 
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the Waahingtonian Home at Boston^ and, during the last year 
and a half the superintendent of the Asylum at Binghamton, 
has originated nearly all that is known of the art of curing the 
mania for alcohoL He struck into the right path at once, 
guided hy instinct and sympathy, rather than by science or 
reflection. He was not a professional person ; he was simply a 
business man of good New England education, who had two special 
qualifications for his new position, — first, a singular pity for 
drunkards ; and, secondly, a firm belief that with timely and 
right assistance, a majority of them could be restored to self- 
control. This pity and this faith he had possessed for many 
years, and they had both grown strong by exercisa When he 
was a child upon his father*s farm in Maine, he saw in his own 
home, and all around him, the evils resulting from the general 
use of alcoholic liquors, so that when the orators of teetotalism 
came along, he was ready to receive their message. He is one 
of the very few persons now living in the world who never par- 
took of an alcoholic beverage, — so early was he convinced of 
their preposterous inutility. Losing his father at -thirteen, he 
at once took hold of Ufe in the true Yankee way. He tied up 
his few worldly effects into a bundle, and, slinging it over his 
shoulder, walked to a fai'mer's house not many miles away, and 
addressed to him a plain question, *' Do you want to hire a 
boyl" to which the farmer with equal directness replied, "Yes." 
From hoeing com and chopping wood the lad advanced to an 
apprenticeship, and learned a mechanical trade ; and so made 
his way to early marriage, decent prosperity, and a seat in the 
Legislature of Mas8achusett& From the age of sixteen he was 
known, wherever he lived, as a staunch teetotaler, and also as 
one who would befriend a drunkard after others had abandoned 
him to his fate. 

I once heard Dr. Day relate the occurrence which produced 
in his mind the conviction that drunkards could be rescued from 
the domination of their morbid appetite. One evening, when 
he came home from his work, he heard that a certain Jack 
Watts, the sot of the neighbourhood, was starving with his wife 
and three young children. After tea he went to see him. In 
treating this first patient, Albert Day hit upon the very method 
he has ever since piu*sued, and so I beg the reader will note the 
manner in which he proceeded. On entering his cottage he was 
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as polite to him, as considerate of bis dignity as bead of a 
bonsebold, as be could baye been to the first man of tbe village. 
^' Mr. Watts," said be, after tbe usual salutations, '* I bear you 
are in straitened circumstances." Tbe man, wbo was iiien 
quite sober, replied : ''I am ; my two yoimgest cbildren went 
to bed crying for food, and I bad none to give tbem. I spent 
piy last tbree cents over tbere," pointing to a grog-sbop oppo- 
site, ''and tbe bar-keeper said to me, as be took tbe money, 
says be, * Jack Watts, you're a fool,' and so I am." Here was a 
cbance for a fine moral lecture. Albert Day indulged in notbing of 
tbe kind. He said, '* Mr. Watts, excuse me for a few minutes ; *' 
and be went out, returning soon witb a basket containing some 
flour, pork, and otber materials for a supper. " Now, .Mra Watts, 
cook something and wake your cbildren up, and ^ve tbem some- 
thing to eat. I'll call again early in the morning. Gk)od night." 

Perfect civility, — no reproaches, — no lecture, — practical help 
of tbe kind needed and at tbe time needed. Observe, too, that 
the man was in the condition of mind in which patients usually 
are when they make the confession implied in entering an asylum. 
He was at the end of his tether. He was — ^to use the language 
of the bar-room — " dead beat" 

When Mr. Day called the next morning, the family had had 
their breakfast, and Jack Watts smiled benedictions on tbe 
man whom be bad been wont to regard as his enemy, because 
be was the declared enemy of Jack Watts's enemy. Now the 
time had come for a little talk. Jack Watts explained his 
circumstances ; he had been out of work for a long time, and 
be had consumed all his substance in drink. Mr. Day listened 
with respectful attention, spoke to him of various plans for the 
future, and said that for that day he could give him a dollar^s 
worth of wood-chopping to do. Then they got upon the liquor 
question. In the softened, receptive mind of Jack Watts, Albert 
MDay deposited the substance of a rational temperance lecture. 
He spoke to him kindly, respectfully, hopefully, strongly ; Jack 
Watts's mind was convinced ; be said he had done with drink 
for ever. He meant it, too ; and thus be was brought to the 
second stage on the road to deliverance. In this partipular 
case, resting from labour was out of tbe question and unneces- 
saiy, for tbe man had been resting too long already, and must 
needs go to work. The wood was chopped. Tbe dollar to be 
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paid for the work at the dose of the day was a fearful ordeal 
for poor Jaok, liying fifteen yards from a bar-room. Mr. Day 
called round in the evening, paid him the dollar without re- 
mcirk, fell into ordinaiy conversation with the family, and took 
leave. John stood, the test ; not a cent of the money found its 
way into the till of the bar-keeper. Next morning Mr. Day 
was there again, and, seeing that the patient was going on well, 
spoke to him further about the future, and glided again into the 
main topic, dwelling much upon the ^.bsolute necessity of total 
and eternal abstinence. He got the man a place, visited him, held 
him up, fortified his mind, and so helped him to complete and 
lasting recovery. Jack Watts never drank again. He died a 
year or two ago in Maine at a good age, having brought up his 
family respectably. 

This was an extreme case, for the man had been a drunkard 
many years ; it was a difficult case, for he was poor and ignorant ; 
and it made upon the mind of Albert Day an impression that 
nothing could efface. He was living in Boston in 18^7, exer- 
cising his trade, when the Washingtonian Home was opened. 
He was indeed one of the originators of the movement, and 
took the post of superintendent, because no one else seemed 
capable of conducting the experiment. Having now to deal 
with the diseased bodies of men, he joined the medical depart- 
ment of Harvard University, and went through the usual 
course, making a particular study of the malady he was attempt- 
ing to cure. After nine years* service he was transferred to the 
Asylum at Binghamton, where he pursues the system practised 
with success at Boston. 

I visited the Binghamton Asylum in June of the present 
year. The situation combines many advantages. Of the younger 
cities that have sprung into importance along the line of leading 
railroads there is not one of more vigorous growth or more 
inviting appearance than Binghamton. Indications of spirit 
and civilization meet the eye at every turn. There are long 
streets of elegant cottages and villas, surroimded by nicely kept 
gardens and lawns, and containing churches in the construction 
of which the established barbarisms have been avoided. There 
is a general tidiness and attention to appearances that we notice 
in the beautiful towns and villages of New England ; such as 
picturesque Northampton, romantic Brattleboix)*, and enchant* 
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ing Stookbridge, peerless among yillage& The Chenango River 
unites here with the Susquehanna ; so that the people who 
have not a river within sight of their front doors are likely to 
have one flowing peaceMly along at the back of their gardens. 
It is a town, the existence of which in a State governed as New 
York is governed shows how powerless a government is to 
corrupt a virtuous and intelligent people, and speaks of the 
time when governments will be reduced to their natural and 
proper insignificance. Such conununities require little of the 
central power ; and it is a great pity that that little is indis- 
pensable, and that Albany cannot be simply wiped out. 

Two miles from Binghamton, on a high hill rising from the 
bank of the Susquehanna, and commanding an extensive view 
of the beautifiil valleys of both rivers, stands the castellated 
palace which an adventurer had the impudence to build with 
money intrusted to him for a better purpose. The Erie rail- 
road coils itself about the base of this eminence, from the 
summit of which the white puffs of the locomotive can be 
descried in one direction nine miles, and in the other fifteen 
miles. On reaching this sxmimit about nine o'clock on a fine 
morning in June, I found myself in frt>nt of a building of light- 
coloured stone, presenting a front of three hundred and sixty- 
five feet, in a style of architectiu^ that unites well the useful 
and the pleasing. Those numerous towers which relieve the 
monotony of so extensive a front serve an excellent purpose in 
providing small apartments for various purposes, whioh, but for 
them, could not be contrived without wasting space. At present 
the Jirst view of the building is not inviting, for the burnt wing 
remains roofless and void, — the insurance money not hcmng been 
applied to refitting it, — and the main edifice is still unfinished. 
Not a tree has yet been planted, and the grounds about the 
building are little more pleasing to the eye than fifty acres of 
desert On a level space in front of the edifice a number of 
young men were playing a game of base-ball, and playing it 
badly. Their intentions were excellent, but their sidll was 
smalL Sitting on the steps and upon the blocks of stone 
scattered about were fifty or sixty well-dressed, well-looking 
gentlemen of various ages, watching the game. In general 
appearance and bearing these persons were so decidedly superior 
to the average of mortals, that few visitors fiedl to remark the 
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fact Living up there in that keen, pure air^ and living in 
a rational manner, amusing themselves ii?ith games of ball, 
rowing, sailing, gardening, bowling, billiards, and gymnastic 
exercises, thej are as brown and robust as David Copperfield 
was when he came home from the Continent and visited his 
friend Traddles. Take any hundred men from the educated 
classes, and give them a few months of such a life as thiet, and 
the improvement in their appearance will be striking. Among 
these on-lookers of the game were a few men with gray hairs, 
but the majority were under thirty, perhaps thirty-two or 
thirty-five was about the average age. 

When I looked upon this most imexpected scene, it did not 
for a moment occur to me that these serene and healthy- 
looking men could be the inmates of the Asylum. The insen- 
sate name of the institution prepares the visitor to see the 
patients lying about in various stages of intoxication. The 
question has sometimes been asked of the superintendent by 
visitors looking about them and peering into remote comers, 
"But, Doctor, where do you keep your drunkards?" The 
astonishment of such inquirers is great indeed when they are 
informed that the polite and well-dressed gentlemen standing 
about, and in whose hearing the question was uttered, ore the 
inmates of the institution ; every iriditddual of toliom vxu till 
very recently, not merely a drunkard, but a drunkard of tJte most 
advanced character, for whose deliverance from that miserable bond- 
age almost every one had ceased to Iiope, A large majority of Hie 
present inmates are persons of education and respectable position^ 
who pay for their residence here at rates varying from ten to 
twenty dollars a week, and who are co-operating ardently with 
the superintendent for their recovery. More than Iwlf of them 
were officers 'of the army or navy during the late tear, and lost 
control of themselves then. One in ten must be by law a free 
patient; and whenever an inebriate really desires to break his 
chain, he is met half-way by the trustees, and his board is fixed at 
a rate that accords with his circumstances. A few patients have 
been taken as low as five dollars a week. When once the building 
has been completed, the grounds laid out, and the farms dis- 
posed of, the trustees hope never to turn from the door of 
the institution any proper applicant who desires to avail himself 
of its assistance. The present number of patients is something 
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leas than one hundred, which is ahout fifty lees than can be 
aocoinmodated. When the burnt wmg is restored, there will be 
room for four hundred. 

Upon entering the buUdmg, we find ourselyes in a spacious^ 
handsome, well-arranged, and well-furnished hotel The musical 
click of billiard-balls, and the distant thunder of the bowling* 
alley, salute the ear ; one of the inmates ma^ be performing 
brilliantly on the piano, or trying over a new piece for next 
Sunday on the cabinet organ in the temporary chf^peL The 
billiard-room, we soon discover, contains three tables. There is 
a reading-room always open, in which the principal periodicals 
of both continents, and plenty of newspapers, are accessible to 
all the patients. A small library, which ought to be a larger 
one, is open at a certain hour every day. A conservatory is near 
completion, and there is a garden of ten acres near by in which 
a number of the inmates may usually be seen at work A cro- 
quet-ground is -not wanting, and the apparatus of cricket is 
visible in one of the halls. The ehapel is still far from being 
finuhedy hut enough is done to show thai it wiU be elegcmt and 
inviting soon after the next instalment of excise money comes in. 
The dining-room is lofty and large, as indeed are all the public 
rooms. The private rooms are equal, both in size and furniture, 
to those of good city hotels. The arrangements for warming, 
lighting, washing, bathing, cooking, are such as we should expect 
to find in so stately an edifice. We have not yet reached the 
point when housework will do itself; but in great establishments 
like thifif, where one man, working ten minutes an hour, warms 
two or three hundred rooms, menial labour is hopefully reduced. 
In walking about the wide halls and airy public apartments, the 
visitor sees nothing to destroy the impression that the building 
is a very liberally arranged summer hotel To complete the 
illysion, he will perhaps see toddling about a lovely child with 
its beautiful mother, and in the large parlour some ladies visiting 
inmates or officers of the institution. The table also is good 
and well served. A stranger, not knowing the nature of the 
institution, might, however, be puzzled to decide whether it is a 
hotel or a coUege. No one, it is true, ever saw a college so 
handsomely arranged and provided ; but the tone of the thing 
is college-like, especially when you get about among the rooms 
of the inmates, and see them cramming for next MoncUiy's debate, 
or writing a lecture for the Asylum course. 
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Hiis institution is in feet, as in appearance, a rationally con- 
ducted hotel or Temporary Home and resting place for men 
diseased by the excessiye use of alcoholic drinks. It is a place 
where they can pause and reflect^ and gather strength and know- 
ledge for the final victorious struggle with themselvea Temp- 
tation is not so remote that their resolution is not in- continual 
exercise, nor so near that it is tasked beyond its strength. There 
lies Binghamton in its yalley below them in plain sight, among 
its rivers and its trees, with its thousand pretty homes and its 
dozen nasty bar-rooms. They can go down there and drink, if 
they can get any one to risk the fifty dollars', fine imposed by 
the law of the State upon any one who sells liquor to an inmate 
of the Asylmn. GeneraUy, there is some poor mercenaiy wretch 
who will do it. Until it has been proved that the sight of Bing- 
hamton is too much for a patient, the only restraint upon his 
liberty is, that he must not enter the town without the consent 
of the superintendent. This consent is not regarded in the 
light of a permission, but in that of a physician's opinion. The 
patient is supposed to mean : " Dr. Day, would you, as my 
medical adviser, recommend me to go to Binghampton this 
morning to be measured for a pair of shoes ? Do you think it 
would be salutary ? Am I far enough advanced in convales- 
cence to trust myself to breathe the air of the valley for an 
hour ? " The doctor gives his opinion on the point, and it is 
etiquette to accept that opinion without remark. Not one 
patient has yet visited the town, with the consent of the super- 
intendent, who has proved imequal to the temptation. K an 
inmate steals away and yields to his craving, he is placed in 
confinement for a day or two, or longer if necessary. It occa- 
sionally happens that a patient, conscious of the coming on of a 
paroxysm of desire, asks to have the key of his room turned 
upon him till it is over. It is desired that this turning of the 
key, and those few barred rooms in one of the wards, shall be 
regarded as mere remedial appliances, as much so as the bottles 
of medicine in the medicine-chest. It is, however, imderstood 
that no one is to be released from confinement who does not 
manifest a renewed purpose to refrain. Such a purpose is 
sometimes indicated by a note addressed to the superintendent 
like the following, which I happened to see placed in his 
hands : — 



APPENDIX. 403 

" Da Day : — Dear Sir, I carmot let the circumstance which 
happened yesterday pass by without assuring you that I am truly 
sorry for the disgrace I have brought on the instUutum, as well as 
myself. I certainly appreciate your tjforts to guide us all in the 
right direction^ and more especially the interest that you have taken 
in my own welfare. Let me auure you vxnw, that hereafter, as long 
as I remain with you, I shall use every endeavour to conduct myself 
as I should, and cause youno further trouble.^ 

Lapses of this kind are not frequent, and they are regarded 
by the superintendent as part of the means of restoration 
which the institution affords ; since they aid him in destroying 
a fatal self-confidence, and in inculcating the idea that a patient 
Tirho lapses must never think of giving up the struggle, but 
renew it the instant he can gain the least foothold of self- 
oontroL 

The system of treatment pursued here is foimded on the 
expectation that the patient and the institution will co-operate. 
If a man does not desire to be reclaimed, and such a desire can- 
not be awakened within him, the institution can do no more than 
keep him sober while he remains an inmate of it. There will, 
perhaps, one day be in every State an asylum for incurable 
drunkards, wherein they will be permanently detained, and 
compelled to live temperately, and earn their subsistence by 
suitable labour. But this is not such an institution. Here aU 
is voluntary. The co-operation of the patient is assumed ; and 
when no desire to be restored can be roused, the experiment is 
not continued longer than a few months. 

The two grand objects aimed at by the superintendent are, to 
nuse the tone of the bodily health, and to fortify the weakened 
wilL The means employed vaiy somewhat in each case. The 
superintendent designs to make a particular study of each indi- 
vidual ; he endeavours to win his confidence, to adapt the treat- 
ment to his peculiar disposition, and to give him just the 
aid he needs. As the number of patients increases, this will 
become more difficulty if it does not become impossible. 
The more general features of the system are all that can be 
communicated to others, and these I will endeavour briefly to 

indicate. 

It is interesting to observe the applicants for admission, when 

they enter the office of the Asylum, accompanied generally by a 

D n 2 
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relative or friend. Some reach the buOding far gone in intoxi- 
cation, haying indulged in one last farewell debauch ; or haying 
drunk a bottle of whiskey for the purpose of screwing their 
courage to the sticking-point of entering the Asylum. A deigy- 
man whom this institution restored told me that he reached 
Binghamton in the eyening, and went to bed drunk; and before 
going to the Asylum the next morning he had to fortify his 
system and his resolye by twelve glasses of brandy. Sometimes 
the accompanying friend, out of an absurd kind of pity for a 
poor fellow about to be deprived of his solace, will rather encou- 
rage him to drink; and often the relatives of an inebriate can 
only get him into ths inxtihUion by keefping him intoxicated untU 
he is safe under its roof. Frequently men arrive emaciated and 
Vfom out from weeks or months of hard drinking; and occa- 
sionally a man will he brought in suffering from delirium tremens^ 
who unll require restraint and watching for several days. Some 
enter the office in terror, expecting to be immediately led away 
by a turnkey and locked up. All come with bodies diseased 
and minds demoralized; for the presence of alcohol in the system 
lowers the tone of the whole man, body and soul, strengthening 
eveiy evU tendency, and weakening every good one. And this 
is the reason why men who are brought hero against their will 
are not to be despaired of. Alcohol may only have suspended 
the activity of their better nature, which a few weeks of total 
abstinence may rouse to new life. As the health improves, 
ambition often revives, the native delicacy of the* soul re- 
appears, and the man becomes polite, docile, interested, agree- 
able, who on entering seemed coarse, stupid, obstinate, and 
malign. 

The new-comer subscribes to the rules, pays his board three 
months in advance, and surrenders all the rest of his money. 
The paying in advance is a good thing ; it is like paying your 
passage on going on board ship ; the voyager has no care, and 
nothing to think of, bub the proposed object It is also one 
more inducement to remain until other motives gain strengtL 

Many hard drinkers live imder the conviction that if they 
should cease drinking alcoholic liquors suddenly, they would die 
in a few days. This is a complete error. No "tapering oflf" is 
allowed here. Dr. Day discovered years ago that a man who 
has been drinking a quart of whiskey a day for a long time 
sufifers more if his allowance is reduced to a pint than if he is 
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put at once upon the system of total abstinenoe. He not only 
suffers less, but for a shorter tune. The olei^gyman before 
referred to informed me that, for two years and a half before 
entering the Asylum, he drank a quart of brandy daily, and he 
felt confident that he would die if he should suddenly cease. He 
reached Binghamton drunk; he went to bed that evening 
drunk; he drank twelye glasses of brandy the next morning 
before ekven o'clock ; he went up to the Asylum saturated with 
brandy, expecting to make the preliminary arrangements for his 
admission, then return to the hotel, and finish the day drinking. 
But precisely at that point Albert Day laid his hand upon him, 
and marked him for his own. Dr. Day quietly objected to his 
return to the town, sent for his trunk, caused the tavern bill to 
be paid, and cut off his brandy at once and totally. For forty- 
eight hours the patient craved the accustomed stimulant in* 
tensely, and he was only enabled to sleep by the assistance of 
bromide of potassium. On the third day the craving ceased, 
and he assured me that he never felt it again. Other morbid 
experiences he had, but not that ; and now, after two years of 
abstinence, he eigoys good health, has no desire for drink, and 
is capable of extraordinary exertions. Other patients, however, 
informed me that they suffered a morbid craving for two or 
three weeks. But all agreed that the sudden discontinuance of 
the stimulant gave them less inconvenience than they had anti- 
cipated, and was in no degree dangerous. It is, indeed, moi^ 
surprising to see how soon the system begins to rally when once 
it is relieved of the inimical influence. Complete recovexy, of 
course, is a slow and long effort of nature; but the improve- 
ment in the health, feeUngs, and appearance of patients, after 
only a month's residence upon that breezy hill, is very re- 
markable. 

There is an impression in the country that the inmates of 
such asylums as this undergo some mysterious process, and take 
unknown medicines, which have power to destroy the desire for 
strong drink. Among the quack medicines of the day is a 
bottled humbug; pretending to have such power. It is also 
supposed by some that the plan which Captain Marryat men- 
tions is efficacious, — ^that of confining a drunken sailor for 
several days to a diet of beef and brandy. Accounts have gone 
the rounds of the papers, of another system that consists in 
saturating with brandy every artide of food of which the inebriate 
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partakes. Patients oocasionally arrive at the Asylum who expect 
to be treated in some such way ; and when a day or two passes 
without anything extraordinary or disagreeable happening, they 
inquire, with visible apprehension, ''When the treatment is 
going to begin." In this sense of the word, there is no treat- 
ment here. In all nature there is no substance that destroys 
or lessens a drunkard's desire for intoxicating liquors ; and there 
is no such thing as permanently disgusting him with brandy by 
giving him more brandy than he wants. A drunkard's drinking 
is not a thing of mere appetite ; his whole system craves stimu- 
lation ; and he would drink himself into perdition whOe loathing 
the taste of the liquor. This Asylum simply gives its inmates 
rest, regimen, amusement, society, information. It tries to 
restore tiie health and renew the will, and both by rational 
means. 

Merely entering an establishment like this is a long step 
toward deliverance. It is a confession 1 It is a confession to 
the patient's family and friends, to the inmates of the Asylum, 
and, above all, to himself, that he has lost his self-control, 
and cannot get it back without assistance. He comes here 
for that assistance. Every one knows he comes for that. 
They are all in the same boat. The pot cannot call the 
kettle black. False pride, and all the thin disguises of self- 
love, are laid aside. The mere fact of a man's being an in- 
mate of an inebriate asylum is a declaration to all about him 
that he has been a drunkard, and even a very bad drunkard ; 
for the people here know, from their own bitter experience, 
that a person cannot bring himself to make such a confession 
until, by many a lapse, he has been brought to despair of 
self-recovery. Many of these men were thinking of the asylum 
for years before they could summon courage to own that they 
had lost the power to resist a physical craving. But when 
once they have made the agonizing avowal by entering the 
asylum, it costs them no great effort to reveal the details of 
their case to hearers who cannot reproach them ; and, besides 
relating their own experience without reserve, they are relieved, 
encouraged, and instructed by hearing the similar experience of 
others. All have the same object, the same peril, the same 
dread, the same hope, and each aids the rest as students aid one 
another in the same college. 

In a community like this, Public Opinion is the controlling 
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force. That subtle^ resistleBS power is always aiding or frus- 
trating the object for which the community exists. Public 
Opinion sides with a competent superintendent, and serves him 
as an assiduous, omnipresent police. Under the coercive system 
once attempted here, the public opinion of the Asylum applauded 
a man who smuggled a bottle of whiskey into the building, and 
invited his friends into his room to drink it. An inmate who 
should now attempt such a crime would be shunned by the best 
two-thirds of the whole institution. One of their number, sud- 
denly overcome by temptation, who should return to the 
Asylum drunk, they would all receive as cordially as before ; 
but they would regard with horror or contempt a man who 
should bring temptation into the building, and place it within 
reach of those who had fled hither to avoid it. . 

The French have a verb, — se d^payser, — ^to uncountry one's 
self, to get out of the groove, to drop undesirable companions 
and forsake haimts that are too alluring, by going away for 
awhile, and, in returning, not resuming the old friends and 
habits. How necessary this is to some of the slaves of alcohol 
every one knows. To many of them restoration is impossible 
without it, and not difficult with it. To all such, what a refuge 
is a well-conducted asylum like this 1 Merely being here, out 
of the coil of old habits, haunts, pleasures, comrades, tempta- 
tions, which had proved too much for them a thousand times, 
merely being away for a time, so that they can calmly survey 
the scenes they have left and the life they have led, — is itself 
half the victory. 

Every Wednesday evening, after prayers, a kind of tempe- 
rance meeting is held in the chapeL It is the intention of the 
superintendent, that every inmate of the Asylum shall become 
acquainted with the nature of alcohol, and with the precise 
effects of alcoholic drinks upon the human system. He means 
that they shall comprehend the absurdity of drinking as 
dearly as they know its ruinous consequences. He accord- 
ingly opens this meeting with a short lecture upon some one 
branch of the subject, and then invites the patients to illus- 
trate the point from their own experience. At the meeting 
which I happened to attend the subject of Dr. Day*s remarks 
was suggested (as it often is) by an occurrence which had 
just taken place at the institution, and had been the leading 
topic of conversation all that day. At the last meeting, a young 
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man from a distant State, who had heen m the Asylum for some 
months and was about to return home, delivered an eloquent 
fiarewell address to his oompanionfi^ niging them to adhere to 
their resolution, and protesting his unalterable resolve never, 
never, never again to yield to their alluring and treacherous foe. 
He spoke with unusual animation and in a very loud voice. 
He took his departure in the morning by the Erie Road, and 
twelve hours after he was brought back to the Asylum drunk. 
Upon his recovery he related to the superintendent and to his 
friends the story of his lamentable falL When the train had 
gone three hours on its way, there was a detention of three 
hours at a station that ofifered little entertainment to impatient 
travellers. The returning prodigal paced the platform ; found 
it dull work ; heard at a distance the sound of billiard balls ; 
went and played two games, losing both ; returned to the plat- 
form and resumed his walk : and there fell into the train of 
thought that led to the catastrophe. His reflections were like 
these : '^ How perfect ts my cure I I have not once thought of 
taking a drink. Not even when I saw men drinking at the bar 
did it cro88 my mind tofoUow their example, I have not the least 
desire for whiskey, and I have no dotibt I eotdd take that ' one 
glass ' which Br, Bay keeps talking about, without a wish for a 
second. In fact, no man is perfectly cured till he can do that, I 
have a great mind to put it to the test It almost seems as if this 
opportunity of trying myself had heen created on purpose. Here 
goes, then, for the last glass of whiskey I shall take cu long as I 
Uve, and I take it purely as a scientific experiment,** One hour 
qfler his friend, who was a^ccompanying him home, fownd him 
lying in a comer of a barroom, dead drunk. He had him picked 
up, and placed in the next train bound for Binghamton, 

This was the text of Dr. Day*s discourse, and he employed 
it in enforcing anew his three cardinal points : 1. No hope for 
an inebriate until he thoroughly distrusts the strength of his 
own resolution; 2. No hope for an inebriate except in total 
abstinence as long as he lives, both in sickness and in health ; 
3. Little hope for an inebriate imless he avoids, on system 
and on principle, the occasions of temptation, the places where 
liquor is sold, and the persons who will urge it upon him. 
Physicians, he said, were the inebriai^s u>orst enemies ; and he 
advised his hearers to avoid the tinctures prepared with alcohol, 
which had often awakened the long dormant appetite. During 
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xnj Btay at Bingbamton, a olergyxEiaii reudent in the town, and 
reoently an inmate of the ABjlum, had a slight indisposition 
resulting from riding home from a meeting ten miles in the 
rain. One of the physicians of the place, who knew his history, 
knew that he had been an inebriate of the most pronounced 
type (quart of liquor a day), prescribed a powerful dose of 
brandy and laudanum. ** I dare not take it, doctor,'' he said, 
and put the damnable temptation behind him. ''If I had 
taken it," said he to me, '' I should have been drunk to-day.^ 
The case, too, required nothing but rest, rice, and an easy book. 
No medicine was necessary. Dr. Day has had under his care 
a man who, after being a confirmed drunkard, had been a 
teetotaler for eighteen years, and had then been advised to take 
wine for the purpose of hastening a slow convalescence. His 
appetite resumed its old ascendency, and, after drinking 
furiously for a year, he was brought to the Asylum in delirium 
tremens. Dr. Day expressed a strong hope and belief that the 
returned inmate mentioned above had now actually taken his 
last glass of whiskey ; for he had discovered his weakness, and 
was in a much more hopeful condition than he had been before 
his lapse. The Doctor scouted the idea that a man who has the 
misfortune to break his resolution should give up the struggle. 
Some men, he said, mtut fall, at least once, before the last rag 
of self-confidence is torn from them ; and he had had patients 
who, after coming back to him in Boston four times, had 
conquered, and had lived soberly for years, and were still living 
soberly. 

When the superintendent had finished his remarks, he called 
upon his hearers to speak. Several of them did so. One young 
gentleman, an officer of the army during the war, made his 
farewell speech. He thanked his companions for the forbear- 
ance they had shown him during the first weeks of his residence 
among them, when he was peevish, discontented, rebellious, and 
had no hope of ever being able to conquer his propensity, so 
often had he tried and failed. He would have left the Asylum 
in those days, if he had had the money to pay his &re on the 
cars. He felt the importance of what Dr. Day had advanced 
respecting the occasions of temptation, and espedally what he 
had said about physicians' prescriptions, which he knew had led 
men to drink. '' If^" he added, " I cannot live without alcohol, 
I would rather die. For my part, I expect to have a struggle 
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all mj life ; I don't think the time will ever come when it will 
be safe for me to dally with temptation, and I feel the necessity 
of following Dr. Day's advice on this point" He spoke in a 
simple, earnest, and manly manner. He was followed- by 
another inmate, a robust, capable-looking man of thirty-five, 
who also spoke with directness and simplicity. He hoped that 
fear would help him to abstain. If he could only keep sober, 
he had the best possible prospects ; but if he again gave way, 
he saw nothing before him but infamy and destruction. He 
spoke modestly and anxiously, evidently feeling that it was 
more than a matter of life and death to him. When he had 
concluded, a young gentleman rose, and delivered a fluent, 
flowery address upon temperance; just such a discourse as 
might precede a lapse into drinking. 

On Monday evening of every week, the Literary Society of 
the institution holds its meeting, when essays are read and 
lectures delivered. The course of lectures delivered last winter 
are highly spoken of by those who heard them, and they were 
all written by inmates of the Asylum. Among the subjects 
treated were : Columbus, a Study of Character ; Goldsmith ; 
The Telegraph, by an Operator ; Resources of Missouri ; Early 
English Novelists ; The Age, and the Men for the Age ; Geology ; 
The Passions, with Poetical Illustrations ; The Inebriate Asylum, 
under the Regime of CoercioiL It occasionally happens, that 
distinguished visitors contribute something to the pleasui-e of 
the evening. Mrs. Stowe, the newspapers inform us, was kind 
enough some time since to give them a reading from Uncle 
Tom's Cabin ; and the copy of the book from which she read 
was a cheap double-columned pamphlet brought from the South 
by a freedmvn, now the porter of the Asylum. He bought it 
and read it while he was still a slave, little thinking when he 
scrawled his name across the dingy title-page that he should 
ever have the honour of lending it to the authoress. 

Nearly twelve years have now elapsed since Dr. Day began 
to accumulate experience in the treatment of inebriates, during 
which time he has had nearly four thousand patients under 
his care. What proportion of these were permanently cured 
it is impossible to say, because nothing is heard of many 
patients after they leave ; but it is reasonably conjectured 
that two-thirds of the whole number were restored. It is a 
custom with many of them to wiite an annual letter to 
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Dr. Day on the anniyersaiy of thoir enteriug the Home under 
his management^ and the reading of Buoh letters is a highly 
interesting and beneficial feature of the Wednesday evening 
temperance meeting& Hie alcoholic mania is no respecter of per- 
tons. Dr. Day. has had under treatment ttoenty-one clergymen^ 
one of iohom teas a Catholic priest {who had delirium tremens), 
and one a Jewisk Babbi, He has had one old man past seventy, 
and one hoy of sixteen. He has had a Philadelphia ** killer/* and 
a judge of a supreme court. He has had stecxdy two-quarts-arday 
men, and men who were subject only to semiannual debauches. 
He has had men whose " tears " lasted bwt forty-eight hours, and 
one man who came in of his own accord after what he styled ** a 
general spree** of three months* continuance. He has had 
drunkards of two years* standing, and those who have been slaves 
of strong drink for thirty years. 

Soma of his successes have been striking and memorable. There 
was Dr. X of Tennessee, al thirty-five a physician of large prac- 
tice, professor in a medical coUege, happy in an excellent wife and 
seven children. Falling into drink, he lost at length his practice, 
his professorship, his property, his home ; his family abandoned 
him to his fate, and went to his wif^s faihet's in another Stale ; 
and he became at last a helpless gutter sot His brother, who heard 
by chance of the Homa in Boston, picked him up one day from the 
street, where he lay insensible, and got him upon the train for the 
East. Before he roused from his drunken stupor, he was halfway 
across Virginia " Where am I T' he asked. " In Virginia, on 
your way to Boston." " All right," said he, in a drunkard's 
drunkenest manner, — *' all right I give me some whiskey." He 
was carried into the Home in the arms of men, and lay for some 
weeks miserably sick. His health improved, and the man re- 
vived. He clutched at this unexpected chance of escape, and 
co-operated with all his heart with the system. Dr. Day wrote 
a hopeful letter to his wife. ^' Speak not to me of a husband," 
she replied ; '' I have no husband ; I buried my husband long 
ago.'* After four months' stay in the institution, the patient 
returned home, and resumed his practice, A year after his 
family rejoined him. He recovered aU his former standings 
which to this day, after nine years of sobriety, he retains. His 
ninth annual letter to his deUverer I have read. '' By the way," 
he says, in a postscript, " did you receive my letters each year 
of the warl" Tes, they reached Dr. Day months after they 
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were written; but they always reached him. The secret of 
this ctirey as the patient has often asserted, was total absti- 
nence. He had attemp^d to reduce his daily quantity a 
hundred times ; but never, until he entered the Home, was he 
aware of the physical imposnbility of a drunkard's becoming a 
moderate drinker. From the moment when he had a dear, 
intellectual comprehension of that truth, the spell was broken : 
abstinence was easy ; he was himself again. 

Then there uxu Y -^ a Philadelphia street 9avagef-<me of 

Ihose firemen who used to deep in the engine house, and lie in wait 
for rival companieSy and make night and day hideous with alaughter. 
Fearful beings were those Philadelphia firemen of twenty year* 
ago I Some of them made a nearer approach to total depravity 
than any creatures I have ever seen that wore the form of man, — 
revelling in Hood, exulting in murder, and glorying in heUish Haws 
wUh iron implements, given and received. It was difficult to say 
whether it gave them keener delight to wound or to be wounded. 
In all communities where external, observances and decorums 
become tyrannical, an4 where the innocent pleasures of youth 
are placed under a ban, there is sure to be a class which revolts 
against the invisible despot, and goes to a horrid extreme of 

violence and vice. This Y was one of the revolters. Once 

in many weeks he would return to his decent home, ragged and 
penniless, to be re-clothed. It is only alcohol that supports 
men in a life of VKinlon violence like this ; and he, accordingly, 
was a deep and reckless drinker. His sister prevailed upon 
him, after many months of persuasion, to go to the Home in 
Boston, and he presented himself there one morning, black all 
over with coal dust. He explained his appearance by saying 
that he had come from Philadelphia in a coal-vesseL Dr. Day, 
who had been notified of his coming, received him with that 
emphatic politeness which produces such magical effects upon 
men who have long been accustomed to see an enemy in every 
one who behaves decently, and uses the English language in its 
simplicity. He was exceedingly astonished to be treated with 
consideration, and to discover that he was not to be subjected 
to any disagreeable process. He proved to be a good, simple 
soul, very ignorant, not naturally intelligent, and more capable, 
therefore, of faith than of knowledge. The Doctor won his 
confidence ; then his goodwill ; then his affection. Something 
that was read in the Bible attracted his attention one day, and 
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he asked to be 8hoii?n the passage ; and this was the beginning 
of his reading the Bible regularly. It was all new to him ; 
he found it highly interesting : and, this daily reading being 
associated in his mind with his reform, the book became a kind 
of talisman to him, and he felt safe as long as he continued the 
practice. After a six months' residence, he went to work in 
Boston, but always returned to spend the evening at the Home. 
At the beginning of the war he enlisted. He was in Colonel 
Baker's regiment on the bloody day of Ball's Blufif, and was one 
of the gallant handful of men who rescued from the enemy 
the body of their slain commander. He was one of the mul- 
titude who swam the Potomac amid a pattering rain of bullets, 
and walked barefoot seven miles to camp. The first man 
that met him there ofifered him whiskey. Mistaken kindness ! 
Senseless offer! A man who is sinking with fEitigue wants 
rest, not stimulation ; sleep, not excitement " Don't offer me 
ihat^^ he gasped, shuddering. ''I dread that more than 
bullets." Instead of the whiskey, he took twelve hours' sleep, 
and consequently awoke refreshed, and ready for another days' 
hard Service. At Antietam he had the glory and high privilege 
of giving his life for mankind A bullet through the brain sent 
him to heaven, and stretched his body on the field in painless 
and eternal sleep. It lies now in a cemetery near his native 
city ; a monument covers it ; and all who were connected with 
him are proud to point to his grave and claim him for their 
own. What a contrast between dying so, and being killed in a 
motiveless street-fight by a savage blow on the head with a 
speaking-trumpet ! 

Perhaps, long as this article already is, I may venture to 
give, with the utmost possible brevity, one more of the many 
remarkable cases with which I became acquainted at the 
Asylum. 

One Sunday morning, a loud ringing of the front-door bell of 
the Home in Boston induced Dr. Day himself to answer the 
summons. He found a man at the door, who was in the most 
complete state of dilapidation that can be imagined, — ragged, 
dirty, his hat awry, torn and bent, spectacles with one eye gone 
and the other cocked out of place, the perfect pictui*e of a 
drtmken sot who heul slept among the barrels and cotton boles 
for six months. He was such a person as we, thoughtless fools^ 
roar at in the theatre sometimee, about 10.30 p.m.^ and who 
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makes the lives of sundry children and one woman a long and 
hopeless tragedy up in some dismal gaiTet, or down in some 
pestilential cellar. 

" What can I do for you 1 " inquired the superintendent. 

" My name is A. B ; will you take me in 1 " 

" Have you a letter of introduction from any one ? *' 

" We must have something of the kind. Do you know any one 
in Boston ?*' 

" Yes ; tliere is Dr, Kirk ; I've preached in his church ; he 
ought to know me; Pit see if he does,^* 

In a feio minutes he returned, hearing a note fi*om that dis- 
tinguished clergyman^ saying that he thought he knew tlte man^ 
and upon this he was admitted. 

He was cw completey though not as hopeless a wreck as he ap- 
peared. He had been a clergyman in good standing and of ability 
respectable ; hut had insensibly fallen under the dominion of a 
mania for drink, For ten yeai-s he had been a downright sot. 
He had not seen his family in that time. A benevolent man who 
chanced to meet him in New York desciibed to him th^fVash- 
ingtonian Home, made him promise to go to it, and gave him 
money for the purpose. He immediately spent the money for 
drink ] but yet, in some forgotten way, he smuggled himself to 
Boston^ and made his appcai^ance at the Home on that Sunday 
morning. Such cases as this, hopeless as they seem, are among the 
easiest to cure, because there are knowledge, conscience, and pride 
latent in the man, which begin to assei-t themselves as soon as 
the system is freed from the presence of alcohol. This man 
was easily made to see the truth respecting his case. He soon 
came to understand alcohol ; and this alone is a surprising 
assistance to a man at the instant of temptation. He remained 
at the Home six months, always improving in health, and 
regaining his fonner character. He left Boston twenty-two 
months ago, and has since lived with perfect sobriety, and has 
been restored to his family and to his profession. 

Inebriate asylums, rationally conducted, cannot fail to be 
worth their cost. They are probably destined to become as 
generally recognised a necessity of our diseased modem life as 
asylums for lunatics and hospitals for the sick. It is not neces- 
sary to begin with a million-dollar palace, though it is desirable 
that the building should be attractive, aiiy, and large enough 
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to aooommodate a oonsiderable number of patients. When the 
building has been paid for, the institution may be self-sus- 
taining, or even yield a profit. It is possible that the cure of 
inebriates may become a specialty of medical practice, to which 
men, gifted with the requisite talent^ will devote their lives. 
The science of the thing is still most incomplete, and only 
one individual has had much success in the practice. Albert 
Day is a good superintendent chiefly because he is a good 
Yankee, not because he is a great scientific healer. It seems 
instinctive in good Yankees to respect the rights and feelings of 
others ; and they are accustomed to persuade and convince, not 
drive, not compel. Albert Day has treated these unfortunate and 
amiable men as he would have treated younger brothers taken 
captive by a power stronger than themselves. His polite and re- 
spectful manner to his patients on all occasions must be balm to 
men accustomed to the averted look and taunting epithet, and 
accustomed, too, to something far harder to bear— distrust and 
abhorrence of themselvea Others, of course will originate 
improved methods, and we shall have, at length, a Fine Art of 
assisting men to overcome bad habits ; but this characteristic 
of Dr. Day will never be wanting to an a^lum that answers the 
end of its establishment. 

The disease which such institutions are designed to cure 
must be very common ; for where is the family that has not a 
drunkard in its circle of connections ) It is true that an ounce 
of prevention is worth a poimd of cure ; but not on that account 
must the pound of cure be withheld. 

The railroad which connects New York and Binghamton is 
the Erie, which is another way of saying that I was detained 
some hours on the journey home; and this afforded me the 
novel experience of working my way up town in a New York 
street-car an hour or two before daylight. The car started 
from the City Hall at half-past two am., and received, 
during the first three miles of its course, twenty-seven persons. 
It so happened that nearly eveiy individual of them, including 
the person coming home from the Asylum, was out of bed at 
that hour through alcohoL There were three drunken vaga- 
bonds asleep, who were probably taking a cheap lodging in the 
car by riding to Harlem and back, — two hours and forty 
minutes' ride for fourteen cents. In one comer was coiled 
away a pale, dirty German Jew of the Fagin type, very drunk, 
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cdn^ng snatoheB of drinking chorases in broken English. Next 
to him was his pal, a thick-set old Charley Bates, also dronky 
and oooasionally joining in the festive songs. A mUe of the 
road was enlivened by an argument between C. Bates and the 
conductor, on the subject of a cigar, which Mr. Bates insisted 
on smoking, in violation of the rule. The controversy was 
carried on in '^ the* English language.** Then there were five 
German musicians, perfectly sober and very sleepy, with their 
installments in their hands, returning, I suppose, firom some late 
saloon or dance-house. One woman was in the car, a girl of • 
twenty, who appeared to be a performer in a saloon, and was 
now, after having shed her spangles and her ribbons, going 
home in dirty calico drawn tight over a large and obvious hoop, 
under the protecting care of a nice young man. There were 
several young and youngish men, well dressed, in various stages 
of intoxication, who had probably been at the lawless "late 
houses,** singing and. drinking all nighty and were now going 
home to scare and horrify mothers, sisters^ or wives who may 
have been waiting five hours to hear the scratch of their latch- 
key against the front door. 

What a picture did the inside of that car present, when it 
was filled upon both sides with sleepy, bobbing drunkards and 
servants of drunkards, — the girl leaning sleepily upon her neigh- 
bour's shoulder; the German musicians crouching over their 
instruments, half dead with sleep ; old Fagin bawlmg a line of 
a beery song ; and the conductor, struggling do¥m through the 
midst, vainly endeavouring to extract from boosy passengers 
whether they were going '' through," or desired to be dropped on 
the way. It was a fit ending to a week at the Inebriate Aeylum. 
—The Atlantic Monthly, Oct., 1868. 



THB END. 
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